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“Remembering Our Heroes on the Front Line” 
2020 is not turning out how all of us had envisioned it to be.  Sporting events, vacations, 
concerts, school activities and graduations all have been cancelled.  However, something that 
most of us don’t even think about is that certain community activities also have gotten 
cancelled.  One such activity is the Law Enforcement Appreciation Week events.  May 10th to 
the 16th this year was supposed to host a schedule of events in cities all across America. In 
any case, let us not forget our law enforcement officers who face danger every time they put 
on the uniform and badge and go to work, and in most cases even when they are off-duty, 

they’re still on duty and face danger, all to help people. 

HISTORY 
In 1962, President John F. Kennedy signed a proclamation which designated May 15 as 
Peace Officers Memorial Day and the week in which that date falls as Police Week. Currently, 
tens of thousands of law enforcement officers from around the world converge on Washington, 
DC to participate in a number of planned events which honor those that have paid the ultimate 

sacrifice. 

The Memorial Service began in 1982 as a gathering in Senate Park of approximately 120 
survivors and supporters of law enforcement. Decades later, the event, more commonly known 
as National Police Week, has grown to a series of events which attracts thousands of survivors 

and law enforcement officers to our Nation's Capital each year. 

The National Peace Officers Memorial Service, which is sponsored by the Grand Lodge of the 
Fraternal Order of Police, is one in a series of events which includes the Candlelight Vigil, 
which is sponsored by the National Law Enforcement Officers Memorial Fund (NLEOMF) and 

seminars sponsored by Concerns of Police Survivors (C.O.P.S.) 

National Police Week draws in between 25,000 to 40,000 attendees. The attendees come 
from departments throughout the United States as well as from agencies throughout the world. 
This provides a unique opportunity to meet others who work in law enforcement. In that spirit, 
the Fraternal Order of Police DC Lodge #1 sponsors receptions each afternoon and evening 
during Police Week. These events are open to all law enforcement personnel and are an 

experience unlike any other.  However, all of that will have to wait until next year.  

MORE FRONT LINE HEROES                                                                                                       
Last week was National Nurses Appreciation week, these men and women have been working 
around the clock taking care of all of our loved ones and being exposed to the coronavirus and 

being there for them when no one else can.  

There really never is any community events honoring them, but now more than ever we need 
to remember them and not take them for granted. On Tuesday, May 12th, the U.S. Navy Blue 
Angels did honor all healthcare workers in Chicago, Indianapolis, Detroit, Miami, Washington 
D.C., Philadelphia, New Orleans, Dallas and Fort Worth as part of their America Strong 
campaign.  They flew over Christ Advocate, Rush University, Loretto, Stroger and Little 
Company of Mary hospitals. If nothing else, it gave them just a bit of a break, and a well 

deserved emotional release.                                                                              

                                                                                                                     Continued on page 2 
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“Remembering Our Heroes on the Front Line” 
Continued from page 1 

This year at least has opened our eyes to other professional heroes, the nurses, doctors and paramedics who have 
withstood the intense and never ending battle against the pandemic.  Despite knowing that they are putting themselves in 
danger, they go to work for long hours and take care of the people who need them, the patients that have COVID-19. These 
people not only take care of their patients, they stay with them and hold their hands and visit and pray with them, so they will 
not be alone.  And how they rejoice and get even more excited than the patients themselves get when they recover and are 
released to go home. These all are truly very special people who have dedicated their lives in order to help complete 

strangers day in and day out.  Our heart felt thanks go to each and every one of you!  THANK YOU!   

As you can see, the doctors and nurses are very pleased with the flyover, which is just a small token of America’s gratitude. 
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“Remembering Our Heroes on the Front Line” 



CELEBRATION DINNER  Hopefully as soon as the stay at home order is lifted and we start to gather for worship on a more 
regular basis, with all of us in attendance, we will want to start looking forward to fellowship events and summertime fun. The 
idea is already being kicked around slightly. Of course our main goal is everyone’s safety, but we just thought that it would be 
really nice to have something to get excited about and to able to have plenty of time to start planning. We will, of course want 
to have some type of dedication ceremony for our brand new floor and we will honor Ruth Grebik for her very generous 
bequest at that time as well. We will send more information out about what type of donations we should have or be able to 
accept, you know how hungry we all must be for not being able to have a grand spread all this while.  LOL. 
 

JUNE SERVICES are tentatively being planned to start as of June 7th.  This will only be a “soft opening” as we will restrict it at 
the start for 10 individuals in the entire building.  This will of course depend on the situation at that time.  As long as our 
governor will keep the stay at home order in place, we will honor that.  However, it appears that this should be lifted at the 
start of June hopefully, and we would like to gather at least partially, so this will be on a sign up basis only for the first week or 
so at first.  You can sign up for different Sundays depending on your choice and as to what is available.  The Sunday dates for 
the month of June are 7th, 14th, 21st and the 28th.  We will practice the social distancing rule of 6’, we will be seated as such.  
This includes Pastor Lee and Elaine, Anita and a tech booth person.  The 7th and the 21st will be communion Sunday and 
Diana Motel has already ordered pre-packed individual servings of the communion wine and wafers from Concordia to help 
keep all of our members safe.  If need be and if you prefer to wear a mask, that will help as well.  Please call the office or send 
me an email to sign up for a particular Sunday worship.  It will be a first come first serve basis and we will try to accommodate 
everyone within that first couple of weeks depending on your preferences.  As time gets closer, I will be calling everyone as 
well to go over all the details.  Worship time will still be 9:30 AM and hopefully we can increase the number gradually 
depending on circumstances.  Most importantly we want to keep all of our members safe and to keep them healthy.  We want 
to thank you deeply for all your patience and understanding during this very difficult time.  We are hoping to be able to 
increase the number progressively as the month goes on and as we adhere to the phases of the reopening schedule 
mandated by Governor Pritzker.  Just to reassure everyone as well, there is a very intensive and deep cleaning taking place 
currently and being planned for the coming weeks, the floor installers have completed the floor, and sent in a cleaning crew 
last week to start the clean up process, I have started a deep clean of all areas, items and surfaces in every room of the 
building.  We are having each room painted, once the walls have been cleaned and washed several times.  Plus we still have 
hand sanitizer available here and the building will be disinfected prior to our first service.  Please call with any questions, 
concerns, comments or suggestions.  We need everyone’s help to insure we don’t forget anyone’s needs.  Thank you all. 
  
PAINTING THIS WEEK, the two classrooms are getting a new fresh coat of paint.  Gary Pote was busy last week in the 
Nature Exploration Academy room.  He wiped down the walls and taped everything and has started cutting and painting the 
walls. He is doing the same for the preschool room this week.  Thanks Gary!  While those two rooms are getting painted, Bill 
Merchantz and Jim McKinney have been painting the kitchen.  Thanks Bill and Jim!!  Donna Wasilkoff and Kathy Miller have 
been busy in the two hallways.  They washed down the walls, taped everything and have started painting.  Thanks Kathy and 
Donna!!  We are going to have such a great looking church to come back to once all of this stay at home order will finally be 
lifted.  Not only are getting a brand new fresh coat of paint for most of the building, Pastor Schauer has been on hand a couple 
of days here updating the tech booth.  We will have two monitors to work with, so I shouldn’t need any help seeing what I’m 
doing for the videos.  LOL!!  Thank you Pastor Schauer! 
 
                                 It looks these guys are keeping up with the current events and times.  
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Living Word News 



Opportunities to Connect with God and Pastor Lee 
I invite all Living Word church members, family and friends to a regularly scheduled Zoom meeting ("Zoom" is a meeting app you can easily find 
online).  The purpose of "Quiet Time With Pastor Lee" is to: 

1) Help us keep track of you and those you love during this pandemic, 

2) Assist you and yours as needed and as able, 

3) Share helpful information and encouragement, 

4) Spend time with the Lord, drawing strength from His Word and in prayer during this time when we cannot otherwise meet. 

Here I ask your help in making sure no Living Word member falls through the communication cracks because we may not have 
everyone's contact information (in this case email address).  Please confirm with other church members that they have this invitation, 
and feel free to also invite your family and friends to participate.  My wife Elaine and I have set up this app for up to 100 people at a 
time, and can scale this number as needed. 
Please follow the below instructions to join, and let me know if you have any questions or concerns.  Your church family is there for 
you and those you love. 

Blessings! 

Pastor Lee 

Topic: Quiet Time With Pastor Lee 

Time: This is a recurring meeting scheduled daily--every day--at 7 PM during this pandemic crisis for Living Word members, families and friends.  I plan to 
host this meeting each day unless I am unavailable. 
Please use the below link at 7 PM on any day you feel like joining our "Quiet Time With Pastor Lee" Zoom Meeting during this pandemic crisis--
we are there for you and your loved ones: 
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/924816850 

Meeting ID: 924 816 850 

If you are joining us on your cell phone, Zoom may ask you to download their free App.  This can be done from the Google Store or at Zoom.com. 
One tap mobile 
+13126266799,,924816850# US (Chicago) 
+16465588656,,924816850# US (New York) 
Dial by your location 
        +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) 
        +1 646 558 8656 US (New York) 
        +1 346 248 7799 US (Houston) 
        +1 720 707 2699 US (Denver) 
        +1 253 215 8782 US 
        +1 301 715 8592 US 

Meeting ID: 924 816 850 
Find your local number: https://us04web.zoom.us/u/feDYF4qEA5 

RADIO & TV OPPORTUNITIES 
 Worship Anew         8:00 a.m. Sunday -  Comcast channel 184  (TLN) & 8 (SD) , WPWR 
                                            channel 50 AT&T U-verse channel 1008 (HD) & 8 (SD), Dish 
                                            Network # 8495 10:30 a.m. Sunday - DIRECTV channel 377 (TCT) 

 The Lutheran Hour    10 a.m. and 6 p.m.   Sundays on 1230 AM; and 9:30a.m. Sundays 
                                               on 1580 AM 
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CONGRATULATIONS goes to Karl Galik, a member of Living Word extended family, Eleanor’s son, on your planned 
retirement from your ministry in Florida this month.  We wish you much adventure and rest in your future.  Speaking from 
our recent past experience, I know your congregation will miss you, we will keep you, your family and your congregation in 
our thoughts and prayers.  God’s blessing to you and Marilouise.    

DEVOTIONAL PRAYER FOR THE WEEK  Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of 
compassion and the God of all comfort, who comforts us in all our troubles, so that we can comfort those in any trouble 
with the comfort we ourselves receive from God. For just as we share abundantly in the sufferings of Christ, so also our 

comfort abounds through Christ. — 2 Corinthians 1:3-5 (NIV) 

The third level of Christian relationship and identity is in how God loves through us in powerful ways. We are called to 
serve the poor in our world. This can be poor economically, socially, relationally, or spiritually. As God has dealt mercifully 
with us, we can be ministers of compassion to those around us, giving them the comfort that God has given us. 
 

NEED HELP, PLEASE ASK.  Please know that we are here for you.  If you need groceries or medicine and can not go 
out, we have some wonderful volunteers who will do that for you. Any errands that need to be done, we’re here to help. 



Elim has been involved in supplying essential school supplies to under-resourced 
children in the Chicagoland area for the past five years through our HOPE 

Packs program. This program not only helps low income families and children, but 
it also provides meaningful work for our adult participants with disabilities. They 
too have been side-lined by this pandemic and are anxious to get back to work. In 
addition, the wide-spread unemployment in the communities we serve has only 
increased the demand for school supply assistance for this upcoming school year. 
  

It is their goal and desire to help as many under-resourced families as we can and provide meaningful work 
for our adults. At this time they plan to build approximately 11,000 kits which will be distributed to the 
communities with the most significant need.  To do so, they need the partnership of local churches like ours 
who also desire to make a life-changing difference for children and families in need.  
   
Here is a link to short video that captures the community impact your church makes through HOPE 
Packs:  HOPE Packs Impact. Please prayerfully consider how our church can partner with Elim in this 
mission. Feel free to respond to this email or contact my colleague, Glenn Spoolstra, at 708-293-6510 with 
any questions you may have.  
Here are a few FAQ’s about the Hope Packs Program 

What are HOPE Packs? 
HOPE Packs are packs of school supplies provided to 
students to give them the tools they need to have a productive 
and successful school year. These packs include pencils, 
folders, notebooks, glue, markers, erasers, scissors, and 
more! They are carefully assembled by Elim’s adults and 
distributed to schools and ministries in the Chicagoland area. 
Who is impacted? 
By supporting HOPE Packs, you are supporting two 
individuals: Our partnership blesses an Elim adult with 
meaningful work AND provides essential school supplies to a 
child not far from your own community. You make a life-long 
impact on both of their lives. 
What happens with the HOPE Packs donations? 
Donations received for HOPE Packs cover the funding needed for Elim’s HOPE Packs participants to purchase the 
necessary school supplies, assemble them into boxes of HOPE Packs, and distribute them to local children in need. 
Does Elim only provide HOPE Packs to schools? 
While their annual HOPE Packs drives generally raise funds for School Supply 
Kits, they also build Food and Military HOPE Packs. For more information, 
contact Glenn Spoolstra, glenn.spoolstra@elimcs.org or 708-293-6510. 

Who are their mission partners? 
They are so grateful to be able to partner with such 
great organizations. Their mission partners 
are: Chicagoland Prison Outreach, Faith and 
A c t i o n ,  C h r i s t  C a r e s ,  L amp s t a n d 
Ministries, YMEN, Restoration Ministries, Roseland 
Christian Ministries, Circle Urban Ministries, Break 
Through Urban Ministries, Resilient, and many 
suburban and Chicago Public Schools. 
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