
Psalm 25:1-10 
1 In you, LORD my God, 

    I put my trust. 
2 I trust in you; 

    do not let me be put to shame, 

    nor let my enemies triumph over me. 
3 No one who hopes in you 

    will ever be put to shame, 

but shame will come on those 

    who are treacherous without cause. 
4 Show me your ways, LORD, 

    teach me your paths. 
5 Guide me in your truth and teach me, 

    for you are God my Savior, 

    and my hope is in you all day long. 
6 Remember, LORD, your great mercy and love, 

    for they are from of old. 
7 Do not remember the sins of my youth 

    and my rebellious ways; 

according to your love remember me, 

    for you, LORD, are good. 
8 Good and upright is the LORD; 

    therefore he instructs sinners in his ways. 
9 He guides the humble in what is right 

    and teaches them his way. 
10 All the ways of the LORD are loving and faithful 

    toward those who keep the demands of his covenant. 

 

Old Testament Reading - Ezekiel 18:1-4 & 25-32 

The One Who Sins Will Die 

18 The word of the LORD came to me: 2 “What do you people mean by quoting this 

proverb about the land of Israel: 

“‘The parents eat sour grapes, and the children’s teeth are set on edge’? 



3 “As surely as I live, declares the Sovereign LORD, you will no longer quote this 

proverb in Israel. 4 For everyone belongs to me, the parent as well as the child—both 

alike belong to me. The one who sins is the one who will die. 

25 “Yet you say, ‘The way of the Lord is not just.’ Hear, you Israelites: Is my way unjust? Is 

it not your ways that are unjust? 26 If a righteous person turns from their righteousness 

and commits sin, they will die for it; because of the sin they have committed they will 

die. 27 But if a wicked person turns away from the wickedness they have committed and 

does what is just and right, they will save their life. 28 Because they consider all the 

offenses they have committed and turn away from them, that person will surely live; 

they will not die. 29 Yet the Israelites say, ‘The way of the Lord is not just.’ Are my ways 

unjust, people of Israel? Is it not your ways that are unjust? 

30 “Therefore, you Israelites, I will judge each of you according to your own ways, 

declares the Sovereign LORD. Repent! Turn away from all your offenses; then sin will not 

be your downfall. 31 Rid yourselves of all the offenses you have committed, and get a 

new heart and a new spirit. Why will you die, people of Israel? 32 For I take no pleasure in 

the death of anyone, declares the Sovereign LORD. Repent and live! 

New Testament Reading - Philippians 2:1-4 & 14-18 

Imitating Christ’s Humility 

2 Therefore if you have any encouragement from being united with Christ, if any 

comfort from his love, if any common sharing in the Spirit, if any tenderness and 

compassion, 2 then make my joy complete by being like-minded, having the same love, 

being one in spirit and of one mind. 3 Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain 

conceit. Rather, in humility value others above yourselves, 4 not looking to your own 

interests but each of you to the interests of the others. 

14 Do everything without grumbling or arguing, 15 so that you may become 

blameless and pure, “children of God without fault in a warped and crooked 

generation.”[c] Then you will shine among them like stars in the sky 16 as you hold firmly 

to the word of life. And then I will be able to boast on the day of Christ that I did not 

run or labor in vain. 17 But even if I am being poured out like a drink offering on the 

sacrifice and service coming from your faith, I am glad and rejoice with all of you. 18 So 

you too should be glad and rejoice with me. 



 

Gospel Reading - Matthew 21:23-27 

The Authority of Jesus Questioned 

23 Jesus entered the temple courts, and, while he was teaching, the chief priests and the 

elders of the people came to him. “By what authority are you doing these things?” they 

asked. “And who gave you this authority?” 

24 Jesus replied, “I will also ask you one question. If you answer me, I will tell you by what 

authority I am doing these things. 25 John’s baptism—where did it come from? Was it 

from heaven, or of human origin?” 

They discussed it among themselves and said, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will ask, 

‘Then why didn’t you believe him?’ 26 But if we say, ‘Of human origin’—we are afraid of 

the people, for they all hold that John was a prophet.” 

27 So they answered Jesus, “We don’t know.” 

Then he said, “Neither will I tell you by what authority I am doing these things. 

 

 


