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10:00 am  Sunday School 

“The Lord is My Shepherd; I Shall Not Want” by Sinclair B. Ferguson 

Living in the Word...that the 

Word may live in others. 

It was many years before I could say, “I love Psalm 23.” I can still see the cover of my 
child’s storybook version. There stands David, ruby cheeks and curly hair, shepherd’s 
crook beside him, spotless sheep nearby. He was the model child—everything I was 
not. This perfect boy condemned me. 
 

It took more than twenty years and some major sorrows before the key turned in the 
lock. That boy did not write this psalm. The David of Psalm 23 needed soul restoration 
(v. 3): he had visited “the valley of the shadow of death”; he faced “evil” (v. 4); he had 
enemies (v. 5). This was a well-tested believer speaking from long experience with 
God. His confidence about the future was based on experiences in the past. 
 

But David was not staking everything simply on his own experience. He is not the first 
person in the Bible to say, “The Lord is my shepherd.” He was simply applying to him-
self something he had learned from Jacob. 
Genesis 48:15–16 records the moving scene at the end of Jacob’s life when he bless-
es Joseph and his two sons: 
The God before whom my fathers Abraham and Isaac walked, 
the God who has been my shepherd all my life long to this day, 
the angel who has redeemed me from all evil, bless the boys. 
 

Jacob had not been the easiest of sheep. Even after his encounter with the angel at 
Jabbok, he needed more untwisting. His sad repetition of his parents’ folly of having 
favorite children led to family dysfunction, jealousy, sin, and sorrow. But now he looked 
back with clear vision and marveled at the way the Shepherd had pursued and pre-
served him, hurt him only to protect him, and brought about so much good. His son 
Joseph had already seen that (45:5–8), and he would later confirm it: what others 
meant for evil, God meant for good (50:20)—the Old Testament version of Romans 
8:28. 
 

What Jacob and David saw only dimly, Jesus saw clearly. The Shepherd must suffer 
for His sheep. 
David had learned that what was true for Jacob was also true for him. And without 
mentioning any specific situations in his own life, he describes the Lord’s shepherding 
in a way that shows how applicable it is to every situation in our lives as well. 
 

When you know that the Lord is your Shepherd, you can be confident you will lack 
nothing. Elsewhere, David records that even in old age he had never “seen the right-
eous forsaken or his children begging for bread” (Ps. 37:25). 
 

The verb David uses (“not want”/“lack nothing”) occurs elsewhere. During the wilder-
ness wanderings, the people “had no lack” (Ex. 16:18). Moses could say: “These forty 
years the Lord your God has been with you. You have lacked nothing” (Deut. 2:7). God 
promised the same would be true in the land He was giving to them (8:9). He had 
made provision for this in the law concerning gleaning (Lev. 19:9–10). 
 

Thus, David was probably also thinking of how Yahweh had led the multitude through 
the wilderness (Pss. 77:20; 78:32) and had proved Himself to be the “Shepherd of Is-
rael” (80:1). If Yahweh could sustain that enormous flock, David concluded, then surely 
He could provide for one sheep. And now the Lord had vindicated his faith by meeting 
all his needs. 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

25 

9:00 am  Adult 

Study 

10:00 am 

Worship 

  

Congregational 

Voting Meeting 

26 

  

9:00–3:00 Nature 
Exploration Academy 

27 

 9:00am – 12:00pm 

Preschool 

 

 9:00–3:00 Nature 
Exploration Academy 

10:00 am         PUSH 

28   

 9:00am – 12:00pm 
Preschool 

 

 9:00–3:00 Nature 
Exploration Academy 

29 

9:00am – 12:00pm 

Preschool 

 

 9:00–3:00 Nature 
Exploration Academy 

 

30 

  

9:30 am  POW Bible 

Study 

  

1 

 

  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              
  
 
 
  
        
  
   April 25    Peter Wasilkoff 
   April 27    Karen Grossart 
   April 28    Lara Wasilkoff 
            

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              
  
  
          
           
    
   April 28      David Holloway 
  April 28      Nicholas Bonnar  
   April 29     Tiffanie West 
                      
                

Celebrations 

This Week at Living Word 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

        AnniversaryAnniversaryAnniversaryAnniversary     
  
  
  
        
 
    April 27     Cathy & Ed Baids 
          
                

April 18th 
                            32 Worshipped, 28 Communed 
                            11 Watched Online 
                              2 Watched DVD’s 
                            45 Total 
                                           

                         Financial Support  
                          1,270.00  General Fund  
                              615.00  Nature Academy 
                        $1,885.00 Total General Fund Deposit 
 
Living Word’s budget calls for weekly offerings averaging $3654 to fund 
our ministry. Regular, intentional and meaningful contributions from what 
the Lord provides you helps carry this out. 

Church Contacts 
Pastor Steven Lee 

intouchlwlc@yahoo.com 

Ministry Support Coordinator, Diana Motel 

dianamotel@yahoo.com 

          Leadership Team                 Members at Large                 

Rick Boehm -  President          Jim McKinney                            

          Bobbi Pote - Treasurer           Pastor John Bucka                      

      Diana Motel - Secretary           Donna Wasilkoff     

     

Church Contacts Stewardship Snapshot 

LETTER WAS RECEIVED from Carolyn Wagenaar this week, it reads, “Bev, Hope all is going well with you! I am doing 
well with the new hip and walking farther all the time. Heart is doing good also. Much to praise and thank the Lord for 

each and every day. Keeping Living Word in prayer for a new pastor. Say hi to all from me and hope to be back home 

soon.” Signed Carolyn. She had also called that day, and wanted to tell me how much she missed us and Living Word. 
Please join me keeping her in our prayers as well. We miss you and having you in worship with us. We look forward 
when we can all be back together again with you. 
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SPRING RAFFLE tickets are available for purchase. Cornerstone 
Services is holding their annual spring raffle again this year. It began 
on March 19th. Tickets are $5.00 per chance and you can purchase 
them online at CornerstoneServices.org. Also, please check out the 
actual post card that is on the bulletin board and the information that 
Kristi brought on that’s on the table next to the office, you can scan 
the QR code that is on the postcode to buy the tickets instantly. For 
more information, call 815-741-6743 or see Kristi Hartz with any 
questions. Winners will be drawn on April 29th at 8:20 am. This is 
one of their fundraisers to help support the people with disabilities in 
the Will and Kankakee Counties. All tickets will be purchased online. 

Spring Events 

WORK DAY is scheduled for next Sunday, May 2nd after service. Lunch will be 
served and we will maintain social distancing and health regulations. There are 
numerous projects to be taken care of, both indoor and out, just in case the 
weather doesn’t cooperate with us. Please let us know if you can make it, even 
if its only for an hour or so, also please remember to bring a change of clothes 
as well. If we get enough volunteers, the work will go much quicker and you will 
be able to relax the rest of the day. If you have any ideas as to other projects 
that should be taken care of, we would love to hear your ideas, or you can just 
volunteer for that specific task. There will be a projects list on the table, and 
anyone can sign up for whatever they are able to do. 

CALL COMMITTEE had announced a congregational meeting for today, Sunday, the 25th, immediately after service. They 
had their informal Zoom Meeting discussion with Pastor Foley from California on last Friday, and had introduced him to us 
and shared their summary of that meeting. We will be voting today to select him for our next Call for a pastor. 

PUSH PRAYER meets every Tuesday at 10:00 a.m. to pray for our church, community and world.  We  

welcome requests (call 708.403.9673) or join us for 30-40 minutes each week.  

Living Word News 

POW (People of the Word) Bible Study started meeting again this month, Friday, April 16th was their first class.  They will 
continue to meet every Friday at 9:30 am. With word pictures to spark your imagination, the preeminent prophet Isaiah 
paints pictures of the holy and composes symphonies of hope. Witness the double-edged dynamic of God’s holiness, both 
burning away sin in the furnaces of His judgment and refining the humble so they are fit for His presence.  God the looming 
judge also sends the Suffering Servant, who takes our sorrows upon Himself. Watch Isaiah bring these seeming contradic-
tions to dramatic resolution in his magnificent masterwork. 

ADULT SUNDAY FORUM meets each Sunday with a new start time of 9:00 a.m. Join us each week in our new location in 
the conference room, even though it might be a smaller group than usual, we still want to maintain safe social distancing.    

PRESCHOOL GRADUATION will be held here on Thursday, May 20th. We are having it during the week as 
we are still trying to keep everyone safe, but still be able to celebrate the students’ achievements and ad-
vancement. The students will have their families here and I will record the program, and the video and a photo 
collage will be played after service at a later date in May. 
 

THANKS GOES TO Jim McKinney and Donna Wasilkoff for their efforts and work in getting the picture 
and plaque for the Ed & Ruth Grebik Fellowship Hall. What a very nice a distinguished touch it adds to 
our building. Please stop by to see the perfect tribute to the two people who had done so very much for 
our church and take a moment to honor their memory and how much they meant to us. 



04-25-21 Message Outline 
“The Lord is My Shepherd” 

     On Good Shepherd Sunday our Psalm is the well-known Psalm 23.  Today, we explore its opening words: “The Lord is my 
Shepherd…” 
 
1) A good shepherd lays down his LOGOS. 
     The priests and the captain of the temple guard and the Sadducees came up to Peter and John while they were speaking to 
the people. 2 They were greatly disturbed because the apostles were teaching the people, proclaiming [“katangellein” comp. of 
“down” & “announce”] in Jesus the resurrection of the dead. 3 They seized Peter and John and, because it was evening, they 
put them in jail until the next day. 4 But many who heard the message [“logon”] believed; so the number of men who believed 
grew to about five thousand.         Acts 4:1-4 
 
2) A good shepherd lays down his LOVE. 
     16 This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his life for us. And we ought to lay down our lives for our 
brothers and sisters. 17 If anyone has material possessions and sees a brother or sister in need but has no pity on them, how 
can the love of God be in that person? 18 Dear children, let us not love with words or speech but with actions and in truth. 
                 1 John 3:16-18 
 
3) A good shepherd lays down his LIFE. 
     11 “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. 12 The hired hand is not the shepherd and 
does not own the sheep. So when he sees the wolf coming, he abandons the sheep and runs away. Then the wolf attacks the 
flock and scatters it. 13 The man runs away because he is a hired hand and cares nothing for the sheep. 14 “I am the good 
shepherd; I know my sheep and my sheep know me— 15 just as the Father knows me and I know the Father—and I lay down 
my life for the sheep. 16 I have other sheep that are not of this sheep pen. I must bring them also. They too will listen to my 
voice, and there shall be one flock and one shepherd. 17 The reason my Father loves me is that I lay down my life—only to take 
it up again. 
18 No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have authority to lay it down and authority to take it up again. 
This command I received from my Father.”             John 10:11-18 
 

“He makes me lie down in green pastures…” 
Psalm 23:2a 
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DEVOTIONAL OF THE WEEK  All these are the work of one and the same Spirit, and he distributes them to each one, just as 
he determines. 1 Corinthians 12:1 (NIV) 
 
The manifestation (revelation) of the Spirit is not the gift. The gift is the Holy Spirit himself. The Spirit prompts us and we begin 
to act. The Spirit is manifested to those around us through our actions when those actions are empowered by the Spirit. The 
Spirit may move us out of our comfort zones, and we need to expect that rather than be surprised and scared by it. God has not 
given us a spirit of fear, so we can go confidently in faith wherever He points us. 
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Mission of the Month News 
LUTHERAN CHURCH CHARITIES is our mission of the month for April. They provide several different ministries all around 
the country, below are the many amazing features of this wonderful organization. Their mission is to share the mercy, com-
passion presence and proclamation of Jesus Christ to those who are suffering and in need. They were headquartered in Addi-
son, IL and now currently in Northbrook. LCC was founded in 1947 as a nonprofit ministry to help support Christian human 
care ministries of the Church. They work throughout the United States and internationally. Every dollar given for a cause goes 
directly to that cause or need. Their ministries are listed below and on our website: 

LCC K-9 Comfort Dog Ministry was launched in August of 2008, and it is a national human-care ministry embracing the 
unique, calming nature and skills of purebred Golden Retrievers. The LCC K-9 Comfort Dogs are a 
bridge for compassionate ministry, opening doors for conversation about faith and creating opportuni-
ties to share the mercy, compassion, presence and proclamation of Jesus Christ. They serve every-
day in the community in which they are places in times of disaster and crisis to bring comfort to all 
those affected, including first responders and the volunteers who serve them. 

LCC Kare 9 Military Ministry is a ministry by veterans for veterans. They strive to serve our military veter-
ans and their families. The Kare-9 Military Ministry dogs and their trained veteran handlers visit many plac-
es including VFWs, VA hospitals, Traumatic Brain Injury Care Centers, homes of veterans that are home 
bound, Expos, Vet Clinics and various other activities to help spread the mercy and compassion. 

LCC K-9 Police Ministry handlers are law enforcement officers (current and former) who understand the unique challenges 
facing the law enforcement community. They bring the mercy, compassion, presence and proclamation of Jesus Christ to 
those who protect and serve, as well as their families. Crisis Response serves the law enforcement and 
family members in their time of need, by providing comfort following injuries, deaths or major incidents. 
Ongoing Support is the K-9 visits (headquarters, substations and dispatch centers), provides assistance 
with department missions such as Christmas shopping with children, summer camps and public events, 
comforting crime victims prior to interviews, counseling or courtroom testimonies, and general support for 
department members and their families. 

LCC Disaster Response Ministries coordinates deployment of trained volunteers for Disaster Response. 
When disasters strike; lives, homes, businesses, churches and more are affected. LCC L.E.R.T. volunteers 
respond quickly to serve people affected by a disaster. LCC teams are trained to work through local churches 
to serve their communities.  LCC Disaster Response provides on-site and online Lutheran Early Response 
Team (L.E.R.T.) basic training. Additional training includes expertise in the area of chainsaw, heavy equip-
ment, debris removal, flood recovery, and emotional and spiritual care. 

LCC Human Care Ministries work with pastors and congregations to pass through donor financial assis-
tance, in-kind donations, volunteer people resources, emotional or or spiritual support. 

Hearts of Mercy and Compassion (HMC), Crosses for Losses provides a physical and spiritual symbol 
through the giving of hearts and crosses to families and friends who have suffered a loss or are experienc-
ing the illness of a loved one. An HMC can also be given to celebrate a victory, honor service, as an expres-
sion of love, or to be an encouragement in the face of adversity. Given as a gift, each HMC provides the 
love and hope of Jesus through presence and prayer. Upon request, LCC, working though churches, can 
provide an HMC at no charge. 

Other LCC ministries include international and domestic ministries, church worker support, WORD Bible 
Studies, Congregational Preparedness, and support for passion though needs and causes. 

Your support in these very worthy causes is much appreciated, as wwe always say here, we might be small, 
but we sure are mighty. 
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Lutheran Church Charities News 
LCC RESPONDS TO CRISES and mass shootings in three states; Colorado, Indiana, Wisconsin. In the midst of sens-
less killings, anger and hatred, LCC responds to bring love, compassion, mercy and the presences of Jesus. 

Lutheran Church Charities works to bring people together to 
combat the senseless anger and hatred that is far too prevalent 
around us! Tim Hetzner, LCC President/CEO, and the LCC K-9 
Comfort Dog Ministry teams immediately responded after the 
horrific shooting that took place at the FedEX facility in Indian-
apolis, IN on Friday, April 16th, resulting in the loss of eight pre-
cious lives. The LCC K-9 ministry and Hearts of Mercy and 
Compassion, Crosses for Losses Ministry were invited by Pas-
tor Dan Hauser of Holy Cross Lutheran Church in Indianapolis, 

Indiana, home of LCC K-9 Comfort Dog Naomi, to be present throughout the community with employees, residents, and 
first responders who are trying to cope with this senseless tragedy. Tim Hetzner and teams from Indiana, Kentucky and 
Illinois departed on Friday to be there for the hurting communities. LCC K-9 Comfort Dog Naomi was joined by Nancy 
Borders and Comfort Dogs Benjamin, Hannah, both LCC Staff, Isaiah, Jared, 
Mercy, and Rosie along with their handlers to spend time visiting with friends and 
family members as they process the shock and grief of their loss. The K-9 Com-
fort Dog teams also visited the overworked and dedicated employees at the Mari-
on County coroner’s Office who needed time to decompress and feel the comfort 
and appreciation of the K-9 handlers and the LCC K-9 handlers and the Comfort 

Dogs. Other visits the teams had were the 
firefighters from Plainfield Fire Station 121 
and Beech Grove Fire Station 57, and they 
will continue to visit the other fire stations 
throughout the week. The firefighters were 
all smiles at seeing K-9 Comfort Dogs Em-
ma, Hannah, Isaiah, Mercy and Naomi. The K-9 Comfort Dog teams attended two 
vigils held by the community for the victims. On Friday night, the Comfort Dogs and 
their handlers were at Krannert Park, where community members gathered to sup-
port the families whose loved ones died during the shooting. It was a vigil that the 
Hearts of Mercy and Compassion markers were first brought out for the community 
to sign, one marker for each of the eight victims. The teams were there with prayer, 

mercy, compassion and the presence of Jesus Christ for this hurting community. 
Helping individuals cope with uncertainty. The K-9 Comfort Dog teams met Lillian, 
who was recently hired by FedEx and was supposed to start work on April 15th, 
but didn’t go in that day. She shared concern about all the evil in this world with 
the team member and found it hard to stay positive. The handlers prayed with her 
for God’s comfort and peace.DJ was struggling with so much anger and hurt over 
the shooting. He attended both of the vigils and spent a lot of time with the K-9 
Comfort Dogs and their handlers as they surrounded him in prayer. The Sunday 
night vigil was hosted by the City of Beech Grove and the Mayor’s Faith-based 
Roundtable. Mayor Dennis Buckley of Beech Grove knew one of the victims, 19- 
year-old Samaria Blackwell. The loss of Samaria was difficult on the Beech Grove 
community as they knew her and her family well. The vigil was attended by more 
than 150 people from all different backgrounds; Christians, non-Christians, Sikhs 
and Mennonites gathered in unity. 


