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** NEW SUNDAY 
SCHEDULE 

  9:00 am   Adult study 
  10:00 am   Worship 

“Thoughts from Psalm 23”  

Living in the Word...that the 

Word may live in others. 

Psalm 23 is probably the most well-known Psalm.  Since the Psalms are, for the most part, songs then 
Psalm 23 would be number one on the charts.  Most people even those who have not read the Bible are 
familiar with Psalm 23.  It is a beautiful Psalm of comfort which depicts God as a loving shepherd to his 
sheep and a gracious host to his guests.   
1. The Good Shepherd (1) 
"The LORD is my shepherd."  The first question to ask: Is the LORD your shepherd?  These truths are 
for the God’s sheep.  Unlike David we can fast forward to the time of Jesus.  We get the full story and 
know what Jesus says in John 10.  The Good Shepherd is none other than the God-man, Jesus Christ. 
 Jesus, in John 10, says, "I am the good shepherd.  The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep" 
(11).  In order to be one of the LORD's sheep you must enter the fold through his terms.  Prior to his proc-
lamation of being the Good Shepherd Jesus declared, "I am the door.  If anyone enters by me, he will be 
saved and will go in and out and find pasture" (9).  These are the same words Jesus would speak again 
in John 14:6, "I am the way, the truth and the life.  No one comes to the Father but through me."  Jesus is 
the Good Shepherd because he laid down his life for sheep who were being led astray.  We were won-
dering in the wilderness while Jesus was on a sheep rescuing mission.  In him we "shall not want."  This 
is better translated "shall not lack."  The reason we shall not lack is because the shepherd will provide for 
all our needs.   
2. The Gracious Shepherd (2-3b) 
We have already seen that the shepherd provides to the point that we lack nothing.  David is going to 
continue to show us the graciousness of our good shepherd.  Notice how the next four phrases in Psalm 
23 have a pattern of the shepherd doing something on our behalf.   
  A. He makes me lie down in green pastures (2a) 
This speaks of the peace brought to us by our shepherd.  Sheep did not rest much because of the anxie-
ty of attack.  But with the shepherd in their presence the sheep can lie down in green pastures.  Green 
pastures also remind us that the lot on which the shepherd gives to his sheep is beautiful and well taken 
care of.  Remember what Jesus said in John 10:9, "I am the door.  If anyone enters by me, he will be 
saved (safe) and will go in and out and find pasture."  By the Good Shepherd's grace we find peace and 
pleasant pasture.  "Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our 
Lord Jesus Christ.  Through him we have also obtained access by faith into this grace in which we stand, 
and we rejoice in hope of the glory of God" (Romans 5:1-2). 
  B. He leads me beside still waters (2b) 
Steve Lawson says, "This refers to waters that have been stilled, further expanding this peaceful scene. 
 Weary and worn sheep need a long, refreshing drink from the rapid streams.  But being instinctively 
afraid of running water, the shepherd must pick up a few large stones and dam up a place, causing the 
rushing stream to slow its current and create quiet waters.  Then the flock may drink with no fear.  God 
gives true, abiding peace to believers who abide in him and drink of his grace."  This reminds me of the 
peace Paul talks about in Philippians 4:7, "The peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will 
guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus." 
  C. He restores my soul (3a) 
When our soul is beaten by the cares of this world or we have failed to trust our Good Shepherd we read 
that the Good Shepherd comes and restores our soul.  Psalm 19:7 lets us know how the Shepherd re-
stores our soul.  It isn't some magic wand waiving while calling out bippity boppity boo.  That does sound 
exciting but not real.  God tells us, "The law of the LORD is perfect, reviving the soul" (Ps. 19:7).  The way 
the soul is restored is through the hearing of God's word.  God has given us his Word for the purpose of 
knowing him.  Knowing him deeply brings restoration to our soul.                              Continued on page 6 



Stewardship Snapshot 

July 11th 
                                            18 Worshipped 
                                              7 Watched Online       
                                            25 Total 
       

                                            Financial Support  
                                             1,776.66  General Fund  
                                                   10.00  VBS Fee Paid 
                                             2,000.00  Special Donation  
                                           $3,786.66  Total General Fund Deposit 
                              

Living Word’s budget calls for weekly offerings averaging $3654 to fund our ministry. 
Regular, intentional and meaningful contributions from what the Lord provides you 
helps carry this out. 

Church Contacts 
Pastor Steven Lee 

intouchlwlc@yahoo.com 

Ministry Support Coordinator, Diana Motel 

dianamotel@yahoo.com    708-287-4939 

     Leadership Team                    

Neal Hartz  -  President     847-344-2410 

Jim McKinney - Vice President 708-359-8527  

Bill Merchantz - Treasurer         708-539-6027          

Diana Motel - Secretary             708-287-4939 
         

Members at Large                 

Pastor John Bucka     815-931-2961 

Bob Grossart    708-870-0202 

Paul Huang                                 626-551-1446 

AnniversaryAnniversaryAnniversaryAnniversary     
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Study 

10:00 am– COMM 

Worship 

Finnegan 

Baptism 
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5:00pm Transition 
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 9:30 am  POW Bible 

Study 

Zoom and Living 

Word 

 

24 

  

  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              
  
 
 
  
 
     July 17   Jim McKinney 
     July 23   John Gabrielson 
     July 27   Kurt Meier 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              
  
  
          
            
       July 24    Bill Bonnar 
       July 29   Darlene Cygan 
       July 29   Josh Regan 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
         
  
 
 
    July 1      Karen & Bob Grossart         
   July 10    Jessica & John Lyons 
   July 23    Donna & Eric Hann 
                

This Week at Living Word 

Celebrations For July 

POW (People of the Word) Bible Study Starting Friday, the 16th, they continued to have class studying the book of Isai-
ah still, and for those who wish to continue to meet here, can do so, but we will also add the Zoom link feature going for-
ward and anyone wishing to participate via Zoom from home will be able to do so. The starting time will still be the same 
as always, 9:30am.  Please See Below For Zoom Info: 

The zoom email is LWLCmedia@yahoo.com 
Password is Church@1990! 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83741091816?pwd=S0dhNDZrTjdibkFYNEVqUG5tZHR2QT09 
Meeting ID: 837 4109 1816      Passcode: 427390 
Join Zoom Meeting—One tap mobile 
+13126266799,,83741091816#,,,,*427390# US (Chicago) 
Dial by your location   +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) 



VBS is back again. YAY! Please see the 
advertisement above for our VBS that 
will take place the last week of July. If 
you are available to help out, please see 
Diana Motel or myself to let us know that 
you can volunteer sometime during that 
week. We will be having a sign up sheet 
for volunteers and as the time gets clos-
er, we will be letting you know what sup-
plies they need for their crafts. Let’s all 
get aboard, lol for the Rocky Railway 
VBS 2021. We will be closing it out with 
a little program on Sunday, August 1st 
with a picnic to follow, (in hopes to get 
back to our normal routine of fellowship 
time.) 

July Mission of the Month & VBS  

   VBS Supplies Needed 
50 (total not boxes) Granola Bars (no nuts)  

30 plain bagels  

4 Tubs Berry Cream Cheese 

4 Bags Honey Wheat Pretzel twists (sticks)  

5 Containers of Strawberries 

3 Containers of Blueberries  

1 5lb bag of Clementines  

3 Jump ropes 

3 Spray bottles  

4 Beach Balls 

4 Pool Noodles 

1 Roll of Duct Tape 

JULY MISSION OF THE MONTH will be the mission project from VBS. 
It may sound a bit off track from what we usually do, but it is still a very 
worthy cause for those who are much more unfortunate than us. And it 
proves to be fun to learn about something different. For only a $10 do-
nation, you can provide an alpaca to a family in Ecuador. The alpacas 
are a very useful animal. They provide up to 10 pounds of fleece every 
year. Alpacas can usually live for 20 years. Their fleece is spinnable, 
knittable, sellable and profitable for needy families. Their fleece is 
thicker and warmer than sheep’s wool and is hypoallergenic. The al-
pacas also help the local communities in Ecuador by providing work for 
the shopkeepers, spinners, and herders. The families also are trained 
on how to care for the alpacas. This mission project proves to be very                    
educational and fun for the kids this month at VBS. Check out the fly-
ers and pictures on the bulletin board next to the office. 
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Living Word News 
DEVOTIONAL OF THE WEEK May [the Lord], as a result, make your hearts strong, blameless, and holy as you stand be-
fore God our Father when our Lord Jesus comes again with all his holy people. 1 Thessalonians 3:13 (NLT) 
Christian community enables us to show God’s love to each other, as well as to those who are not yet believers. The practi-
cal expression of God’s love builds up the entire fellowship, bringing growth as we become more and more like Christ. 
COMMUNION PRACTICE will be changing and moving forward in the next couple of months. In July, Pastor Lee is hoping 
to have only the traditional communion practice at the altar, however since we have enough individual communion cups with 
the wafers, those who wish to err on the side of caution can still take communion in their seats.  

TRANSITION TEAM meets here on Wednesday, the 21st. The transition team will be reviewing the new list of pastors that 
was received by Pastor Schauer from NID. They plan to weigh out which options will be best for our church to pursue. The 
church council met this past Friday. Their main focus was transitioning the new members into their perspective positions and 
going over the resumes that they received for a new preschool teacher, they will be interviewing Dayna Hann on Monday 
afternoon, and going over the proposed budget to present to us at the next congregational meeting.  

A NEED FOR YOU AND A NEED FOR CHURCH As church attendance numbers fade across the nation and online ser-
vices become very convenient (who doesn't love not getting ready in the morning or leaving the home?!), it's important to 
remember why church attendance for you and your family matters so much. You can't serve from your sofa. You can't have 
community of faith on your sofa. You can't experience the power of a room full of believers worshipping together on your 
sofa. Christians aren't consumers either. We are contributors. We don't watch. We engage. We give. We sacrifice. We en-
courage. We do life together. The church needs you. And you need the church. Wherever you are, find a local church where 
you and your family can be part of community and use your talents to advance the kingdom and reach others. To come 
alongside one another physically, not just through a screen. While I'm grateful for technology to keep people connected that 
can't physically come to a facility or need to be away, it's absolutely not like being in the building. Never will be. Yes, church 
on the sofa is nice. But it'll never be the same as church in the sanctuary.  We look forward to seeing everyone in church. 

GOD’S BLESSINGS to the Lee and Finnegan families on the baptism of the Lee grandson, Liam Finnegan. 
 

“Our Baptism” 
1) Our baptism gives us the Father’s Shepherd BRANCH. 
     3 “I myself will gather the remnant of my flock out of all the countries where I have driven them and will bring them back to 
their pasture, where they will be fruitful and increase in number. 4 I will place shepherds over them who will tend them, and they 
will no longer be afraid or terrified, nor will any be missing,” declares the Lord. 
5 “The days are coming,” declares the Lord, “when I will raise up for David a righteous Branch, a King who will reign wisely and 
do what is just and right in the land. 6 In his days Judah will be saved and Israel will live in safety. This is the name by which he 
will be called: The Lord Our Righteous Savior.              
          Jeremiah 23:3-6 
2) Our baptism gives us the Son’s BLOOD. 
     13 But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far away have been brought near by the blood of Christ.        
          Ephesians 2:13 

3) Our baptism gives us the Spirit’s BASKETS. 
     34 When Jesus landed and saw a large crowd, he had compassion on them, because they were like sheep without a 
shepherd. So he began teaching them many things. 35 By this time it was late in the day, so his disciples came to him. “This is a 
remote place,” they said, “and it’s already very late. 36 Send the people away so that they can go to the surrounding countryside 
and villages and buy themselves something to eat.” 37 But he answered, “You give them something to eat.” They said to him, 
“That would take more than half a year’s wages! Are we to go and spend that much on bread and give it to them to eat?” 
38 “How many loaves do you have?” he asked. “Go and see.” When they found out, they said, “Five—and two fish.” 39 Then 
Jesus directed them to have all the people sit down in groups on the green grass. 40 So they sat down in groups of hundreds 
and fifties. 41 Taking the five loaves and the two fish and looking up to heaven, he gave thanks and broke the loaves. Then he 
gave them to his disciples to distribute to the people. He also divided the two fish among them all. 42 They all ate and were 
satisfied, 43 and the disciples picked up twelve basketfuls of broken pieces of bread and fish. 44 The number of the men who had 
eaten was five thousand.       Mark 6:34-44 
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Living Word Events 
THANK YOU NOTE was received via email and phone call this week from Lutheran Church Charities, it reads: “Dear Mem-
bers of Living Word, I am writing to thank your May gift to Lutheran Church Charities  General Fund.  God uses your gift in 
miraculous ways to shine His love in Jesus on people who are experiencing the dark times of life that, often, I can’t imagine.  
THANK YOU for ensuring that mission continues onward.  I will pray that God will bless you and lead you to the Pastor He 
has chosen for you.  I will pray that, until that happens, together with Pastor Lee, you will continue to do what He calls you to 
do by telling the Good News of Jesus in word and deed so that His Kingdom continues to grow.   God bless you abundantly 
and mightily so that Satan continues to discover that he is no match for God’s people on the move. In His service, Tom” The 
full email can be found on the bulletin board next to the office.  Along with the email, Tom had reached out via a phone call, 
in which I had a very nice conversation with him, part of which with Tom saying that he will keep us in his prayers as we con-
tinue to move forward. 
LIVING WORD PICNIC RETURNS!! Who can’t wait for this day, huh? Please see the sign up sheet on the desk next to the 
office. There you will be able to sign up main dishes, side dishes, snacks or desserts and/or tableware items. As you can 
see below, the picnic will coincide with the VBS closing ceremonies, Sunday, August 1st immediately after the worship ser-
vice. Get ready to have some great food, a lot fun and games, and terrific fellowship time. Along with signing up to bring 
goodies, we will need somebody to put up the tents that were bought and donated to us. These tents will be way easier to 
put up than our old one, so hopefully we should only need a few good men, lol. We will need them to be put up by next Sun-
day, so we can have them up for VBS. We will also need a few bags of sand to be donated for the tents to be stabilized. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING is scheduled for next 
Sunday, July 25th immediately following the service. 
There will be a separate link that will be sent out this 
week, you will need this link in addition to viewing the 
service. We will have a new budget to vote on and hear 
from the new president regarding the outcome of some 
new decisions that were made at the council meeting 
on Friday evening. We will also receive an update re-
garding the interview process of a new preschool teach-
er, as well as an update from the transition team re-
garding the prospects from the new list of pastors to 
call. Please plan on attending this important meeting. 



Continued from page 1 
D. He leads me in paths of righteousness (3b) 
Ultimately the path to perfect righteousness is through a relationship with the Good Shepherd, Jesus Christ.  "For our sake, God the Father 
made God the Son, who knew no sin, to be sin, so that in Christ Jesus we might become the righteousness of God" (2 Cor. 5:21).  Perfect 
righteousness is a gift of God's grace through imputation.  But those who have been called by God as his chosen people are called to a life 
of holiness.  God is not only the One who graciously justifies us, but he is the One who also leads us in the path of righteousness.  He gives 
a new heart that seeks to honor and glorify him with our lives.  His grace saves and sustains his sheep.   
3. The Glorious Shepherd (3c) 
Why does God act so graciously to his people?  His grace stems from his love for his own name.  God delights in God therefore he is good 
to us.  Notice in Psalm 23, David writes at the end of verse 3 that he does all these good things for us "for His name sake."  We tend to think 
God does everything for us because ultimately, he loves us.  God does love his sheep but he loves his own glory most.  We should be 
grateful that this is true of God.  Why?  If God did not delight in himself above everything or everyone else than God would cease to be God. 
 Whatever or whoever God glorified in more than himself would be God.  In order to be the good and gracious shepherd of his sheep he 
must be the supreme and glorious God who delights in himself. "Remember not the sins of my youth or my transgressions; according to 
your steadfast love remember me, for the sake of your goodness, O LORD"! 
"For your name's sake, O LORD, pardon my guilt, for it is great" (Ps. 25:11). 
"Do not remember against us our former iniquities; let your compassion come speedily to meet us, for we are brought very low.  Help us, O 
God of our salvation, for the glory of your name; deliver us, and atone for our sins, for your name's sake" (Ps. 79:8-9)! 
His glory equals our good.   
 

GREETINGS FROM GEORGIA was sent to us from our dear friend Carolyn Wagenaar. It reads “ Dear Bev, Sending my greetings to Liv-
ing Word and keeping my church in prayer each day. … I have been informed my place is in Martinez, GA, but my mailing address is Au-
gusta, GA. So I stand corrected. “ The actual letter is on the bulletin board. 
 

ALTAR FLOWERS today were made by Diana Motel in honor of her mom’s birthday. 
Bonnie Holloway would have been 62 today.  The arrangement is a very nice memory of 
Bonnie, she was always bright and cheery. Nice job Diana! 
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