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Living Word 
Lutheran Church 

16301 South Wolf Road 
Orland Park, IL  60467 

      

708-403-9673 
livingwordorland.org 

intouchlwlc@yahoo.com 
       

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS 
Mon - Fri  9 am - 2 pm 

       

SUNDAY SCHEDULE 
  9:00 am   Adult study 
  10:00 am   Worship 

“The Psalm of Wisdom” 

Living in the Word...that the 

Word may live in others. 

The first psalm pulls triple duty: it introduces Book One of the psalms; it introduces the 
psalter as a whole; and it is a psalm unto itself. We will begin by considering it as its own 
psalm and will perhaps see in future meditations how this psalm has prepared us to read 
the rest. 
 

The psalmist takes man as his subject and considers man’s ways. He offers us a simple 
contrast. There are only two ways: the way of wickedness and the way of righteousness. A 
man chooses his way by choosing whom to heed. The righteous man delights in the law of 
the Lord; the wicked man listens to other wicked men. 
 

See how a man progresses deeper and deeper into sin. He starts by walking with wicked 
men, listening to their advice. He then finds himself no longer walking but standing on the 
path of sinful men. Finally, he settles fully into sin, reclining with mockers who have no 
regard for the ways of the Lord. He reclines, but he finds no peace, for he has no root; he 
is “like chaff that the wind drives away.” 
 

The righteous man, on the other hand, is like a man in love. The psalmist tells us that he 
delights in the law of the Lord. It is his joy and his happiness, the place where his heart 
finds rest. As much as he has taken up residence in the law, the law has set up residence 
in him. It lives in his mind and heart. It is his constant meditation. It is the home that he 
looks forward to each day. 
 

These two men could not be more different. Whereas the wicked man is rickety and as 
insubstantial as chaff, the righteous man is weighty and rooted. The wicked man has noth-
ing to sustain him, but the righteous man has the streams of life supplied by the Living 
God. The wicked man amounts to nothing and produces nothing, but the righteous man 
grows up like a vigorous tree and produces life-giving fruit. 
 

The first psalm proclaims wisdom in the classical mode. Think the book of Proverbs. 
Blessings go to the righteous man. The psalmist is none too profuse, but clear nonethe-
less. The righteous man is blessed, his leaf does not wither, he prospers in all that he 
does, and the Lord knows his way. 
 

The wicked man, on the other hand, receives curses. Whereas the righteous man does 
not stand in the way of sinners, the wicked man will not stand with the righteous in the 
judgment. His case is too flimsy to withstand the judgment, and so he perishes. 
As with most classical wisdom, the first psalm keeps things simple. The lines are stark, 
and the options are few. The cynic would object that the psalm is too simplistic and too 
rosy about the blessings and the curses going to the right people. “The world doesn’t work 
that way,” he might say. The psalmist is no stranger to trouble, as we will see. He has 
seen what the cynic has seen. But the psalmist sees through the eyes of faith. It may be 
that today that the wicked are able to walk, to stand, and to recline, but it won’t always be 
that way. And maybe the righteous man seems flimsy in this life, nothing like the tree the 
psalmist makes him out to be. 
 

The seeds of righteousness and wickedness are sown in this life, and the fruit is collected 
in the next life. The first psalm challenges you to ask yourself, are you growing into a tree 
that bears fruit or into a dead weed that breaks into chaff? 
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Stewardship Snapshot 
 

February 6th 
                                

                     20 Worshipped, 19 Communed 
                       2 Watched DVD’s 
                     13 Watched Online       
                     35 Total 
 

                            Financial Support for January 30th  
                    1,705.00  General Fund 
                        90.00   Mission of the Month (LCMS Life Ministry) 
                                    1,795.00  General Fund Deposit 
 
                            Financial Support for February 6th  
                    3,320.00  General Fund Deposit 
 

Living Word’s budget calls for weekly offerings averaging $3654 to fund our 
ministry. Regular, intentional and meaningful contributions from what the Lord 
provides you helps carry this out. 

February Celebrations 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

13 

9:00 am  Adult 

Study 

10:00 am 

Worship 

 

14 
  

 

 

Valentine’s Day 

15 

10:00 am  PUSH 

 

 

7:00 pm Council 

Meeting 

 

16 

  

17 

 

 

 

 

  

 

18 

  

 9:30 am  POW Bible 

Study 

Zoom and Living 

Word 

19 

  
 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              
  
 
   
 
 
     Feb 12  Gary Meier 
     Feb 18  Matt Meier  
 
      

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              
  
  
          
           
 
       Feb 14   Barbara Harris 
       Feb 15   Steve Rhoads 
                      
                                          

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

                                                                                                        AnniversaryAnniversaryAnniversaryAnniversary     
  
  
  
        
 
        Feb 10     Margie & Kevin Sefcik 
          

Church Contacts 
intouchlwlc@yahoo.com 

Ministry Support Coordinator, Diana Motel 

dianamotel@yahoo.com    708-287-4939 

     Leadership Team                    

Neal Hartz  -  President     847-344-2410 

Jim McKinney - Vice President 708-359-8527  

Bill Merchantz - Treasurer         708-539-6027          

Diana Motel - Secretary             708-287-4939 
         

Members at Large                 

Pastor John Bucka     815-931-2961 

Bob Grossart    708-870-0202 

Paul Huang                                 626-551-1446 

This Week at Living Word 

Contacts 

COMMUNION PRACTICES We will now have grape juice available in the center cup for anyone wishing to select that 
option for communion at the alter. Also, Pastor John and Neal have arranged to visit with several of our shut-ins this past 
week and gave them communion. All were very appreciative of this gesture and the time that was spent with them, they 
plan to start doing this on a more frequent basis. Thank you Pastor John and Neal for taking the time and effort doing this 
for our members. For anyone who would like to receive communion at their house occasionally, please feel free to con-
tact me here at church, (708) 403-9673. I will then give your contact information to Neal and they will make arrangements 
with you to visit and give you communion. 

Communion Updates 



Mission of the Month 
FEBRUARY MISSION OF THE MONTH is David’s Harp Foundation. Please see the information below for their outreach 
program and mission. This can also be found on our website and the bulletin board.  
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David’s Harp is an outgrowth of the work and development of St. Paul’s Music Conservatory in Council Bluffs, IA. In 2009, 
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church established a formal music conservatory in order to raise up church musicians and proclaim the 
Gospel through music. This manner of music education was well received by the congregation and community alike. Over-
time, this conservatory not only grew but has become a center of music education within the Council Bluffs community and 
has developed resources specifically for use in the parish based music conservatory. Having positive reception from across 
the synod, the leadership of SPMC has entertained interested ministry leaders from all across the country seeking to estab-
lish similar forms of outreach in their own context. Seeing that the work of the local conservatory, resource development, 
and collaboration with leaders from across the country would be too much for one parish to effectively handle, the leadership 
of SPMC called for help and created a new organization called David’s Harp. The mission of this entity is simple: Produce 
music resources and produce centers of musical development around the world.  
 

David’s Harp, through its resource development and centers of music education care deeply about the following:  
MISSIONS Spreading the Gospel of Jesus Christ throughout the world.  
OUTREACH Reaching into communities and neighborhoods that surround our churches, schools and mission sites 

all over the world with the message of Christ.  
EDUCATION Catechizing all ages in the faith through the rich hymns of the Lutheran Church.  
YOUTH Teaching even the youngest among us in every community as we bring them up in the faith.  
MUSIC Using the enormous power of music as the vehicle for all of this.  

  

David’s Harp believes that the Lutheran church is well-positioned for intentional outreach through music. Through strategic 
planning and collaboration in the areas of resource generation and the establishment of centers of music, David’s Harp will 
support the Synod’s churches, schools and missions in spreading the Gospel. Music centers in the foreign mission field are 
indeed realistic! In fact, music is often one of the most effective ways of connecting people who find themselves specifically 
in the mission field.  In a foreign mission context, the church often competes with the influence of different strains of Christi-
anity and different forms of paganism. Music helps lead a community into a culture that is not only Christian, but truly Luther-
an! The best and most practical summary of that Lutheran culture is found in our liturgy and hymns. Having that music pre-
served in a hymnal which is used and taught regularly further facilitates faithful worship and a rich sacramental life. Music in 
a foreign context also carries the culture of the Church to places where pastors are denied access. A music studio or con-
servatory, for example, may be permitted when a church is not. A music teacher may be able to travel where a pastor or 
missionary cannot. And sacred music itself, especially recorded music, may find its way through the Internet or on the air-
waves to places no missionary can enter. All of these are ways music centers can benefit the mission field.  

ORLAND TOWNSHIP hand delivered this certificate and a thank you letter for 
our participation in their community programs. the letter from them, it reads:  
“Dear Living Word Lutheran Church, On behalf of the Orland Township Offi-

cials and staff, thank you for your generous donation to the “holiday 2021 Pro-

gram” and the Orland Township Food Pantry. Because of your kindness, Or-

land Township was able to distribute holiday bags of food, new clothing, new 

toys and gift certificates to approximately 197 families. Please accept this Cer-

tificate of Appreciation for going above and beyond to make a difference in 

our community. The past couple of years have been difficult for many families 

and the holidays can become even more challenging. All donations helped 

make this year’s holiday much brighter. Once again, please accept our heart-

felt thanks for your contribution and support.”  Signed, Sincerely, Paul O’Grady, Orland Township Supervisor, Lindsay Trost 
and Robin Kassis, Holiday Program Coordinators. Both the letter and certificate are posted on the  bulletin board. 



Important Information 
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TRANSITION TEAM UPDATES Diana Motel has been very busy the past couple of weeks, she has been working with the 
district in order to fill out the paper work, which is completed now and was sent to the district for review, we finally got the 
approval that all was good to go, the documents have been printed out and signed and officially sent to them. Thank you 
Diana for all of your work the past few weeks on this project. We appreciate all of your hard work. 

A NEED FOR YOU AND A NEED FOR CHURCH As church attendance numbers fade across the nation and online ser-
vices become very convenient (who doesn't love not getting ready in the morning or leaving their home?!), it's important to 
remember why church attendance for you and your family matters so much. You can't serve from your sofa. You can't have 
community of faith on your sofa. You can't experience the power of a room full of believers worshipping together from your 
sofa. Christians aren't consumers either. We are contributors. We don't watch. We engage. We give. We sacrifice. We en-
courage. We do life together. The church needs you. And you need the church. Wherever you are, find a local church 
where you and your family can be part of community and use your talents to advance the kingdom and reach others. To 
come alongside one another physically, not just through a screen. While I'm grateful for technology to keep people con-
nected that can't physically come to a facility or need to be away, it's absolutely not like being in the building. Never will be. 
Yes, church on the sofa is nice. But it'll never be the same as church in the sanctuary.  We look forward to seeing everyone 
in church. There is nothing like fellowship time among some of your closest friends that share the same beliefs as you do! 

2021 OFFERING STATEMENTS are now available and in the box on the desk located next to the office. Please review 
carefully and notify us of any discrepancies that you may encounter. 

2022 OFFERING ENVELOPES are ready and available for you to pick up on Sunday. They are located on the desk next 
to the office. 

ATTENDANCE TRACKING Going froward starting with this year, we are trying to keep count of all those who watch the 
service online. If you could please either sign in with Facebook or very briefly comment at the time that you are watching, 
and if any are watching with you, we would greatly appreciate it. Also, if you happen to watch it during the week at a more 
convenient time, please just email us back saying that you had watched, and how many others had watched with you. This 
way  you can get the credit for participating in the service and we can grow our attendance totals in order to reach our en-
dowment fund goals. Thank you for helping us with this effort, again we greatly appreciate any help you can give. 

POW (People of the Word) Bible Study will be back to their study on the Parables next Friday. We are going back to 
individual links every Friday for the Zoom portion of the class. I will email the following link to everyone on Thursdays, so it 
would be very easy for you to find the email with the link in your inbox. Please see me or call the office if you would like to 
join, that way we can order books for you. Not only will you gain some insight with these bible study classes, but you will 
have fun doing so at the same time. Please see below for the Zoom info for the Bible study on February 18th. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88626513112?pwd=ZDQ4Z203M01keWI4MUhQZUIMOEImQT09 
Meeting ID: 886 2651 3112      Passcode: 235920 
Join Zoom Meeting—One tap mobile 
+13126266799,,88626513112#,,,,*235920# US (Chicago) 
Dial by your location   +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) 

SUNDAY MORNING Bible Study  will be on Zoom. We will have a dedicated link every Sunday for the Zoom portion of 
the class. Going forward, I will email this link to everyone on Fridays, so it would be very easy for you to find the email with 
the link. Please see me or call the office if you would like to join, we can give you the information that you will need for 
Zoom. Not only will you gain some insight with these bible study classes, but you will have fun doing so at the same time. 
Please see below for the Zoom info for the Bible study on February 13th. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85197413880?pwd=TUISaG1NSXISSWhmY3IBT3BHRU9hUT09 
Meeting ID: 851 9741 3880      Passcode: 306578 
Join Zoom Meeting—One tap mobile 
+13126266799,,85197413880#,,,,*306578# US (Chicago) 
Dial by your location   +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) 



DEVOTIONAL OF THE WEEK  Because of the miraculous signs Jesus did in Jerusalem at the Passover celebration, many 
began to trust in him. But Jesus didn’t trust them, because he knew all about people. No one needed to tell him about human 
nature, for he knew what was in each person’s heart.- John 2:23-25 (NLT) 
 

As Jesus began to be known for the power of His miracles and His teaching, many people were drawn to Him. But Jesus 
knew human nature; He knew that they had their own idea of what the Messiah would do, and did not trust them to be open 
to God’s plan. In the same way, when we are acting in the power of the Holy Spirit, people will be drawn to us. We must 
make sure to connect them to God rather than let them make us out to be someone great, and then use us for their purposes. 
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“Living Word Preschool”  
A NEED FOR OUR PRESCHOOL AGAIN Please try to help us pass the word about our preschool throughout our com-
munity. January and the winter semester is upon us. We need to fill our church with the little ones and teach them the 
love and knowledge of Jesus and prepare them for kindergarten and grade school. Let all your friends and family know 
that enrollment is open online. We already have one student enrolled and a family just visited us this week.  

Taking it live! Incarnate Community Bible Study Discussions 
Join Incarnate Community’s author Rev. Kris Whitby and his guests as they take a 
deep dive into what it means in a pandemic age to be an in person community cen-
tered on Jesus! 
Thursdays in February 2022, there will be live discussions hosted by Rev. Whitby and 
special guests fielding questions from our viewers on each of the four Bible study ses-
sions. We’ll discuss perspectives on aspects of the study, what churches are currently 
facing as communities who have not fully come back to in person activity, and what our 
hope is for the Church, both for in person and online ministry moving forward. 
The live discussions will be broadcast on our Facebook and YouTube pages each 
Thursday in February (February 3, 10, 17, and 24) from 7:00 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. 



VBS 2022 

2-13-22 Message Outline 
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“Like a Tree Planted by Streams of Water” 
 
     Psalm 1 says: “Blessed is the one who does not walk in step with the wicked or stand in the way that sinners take or sit 
in the company of mockers, but whose delight is in the law of the Lord, and who meditates on his law day and night. That 
person is like a tree planted by streams of water, which yields its fruit in season and whose leaf does not wither—whatever 
they do prospers…” 
 
1) I walk with confident trust in the Lord, bearing FRUIT. 
     5 This is what the LORD says: “Cursed is the one who trusts in man, 
who draws strength from mere flesh and whose heart turns away from the LORD. 6 That person will be like a bush in the 
wastelands; they will not see prosperity when it comes. They will dwell in the parched places of the desert, in a salt land 
where no one lives. 7 “But blessed is the one who trusts in the LORD, whose confidence is in him. 8 They will be like a tree 
planted by the water that sends out its roots by the stream. It does not fear when heat comes; its leaves are always green. 
It has no worries in a year of drought and never fails to bear fruit.”                                 Jeremiah 17:5-8 
 
2) I stand on the hope of Christ’s resurrection, in FAITH. 
     17 If Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile; you are still in your sins. 18 Then those also who have fallen asleep in 
Christ are lost. 19 If only for this life we have hope in Christ, we are of all people most to be pitied. 20 But Christ has indeed 
been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep.                    1 Corinthians 15:17-20 

 

3) I sit in the company of Jesus as one of His FOLLOWERS. 
    17 [Jesus] went down with them and stood on a level place. A large crowd of his disciples was there and a great number 
of people from all over Judea, from Jerusalem, and from the coastal region around Tyre and Sidon, 18 who had come to 
hear him and to be healed of their diseases. Those troubled by impure spirits were cured, 19 and the people all tried to 
touch him, because power was coming from him and healing them all.       Luke 6:17-19 

VBS 2022—CELEBRATING GOD’S GREATNESS Diana has theme for VBS picked out and has already ordered the basic 
supplies and when it gets closer, and warmer especially, she will have her list of items that she will need for snacks and craft 
time. Everyone had so much fun here last year, that we already have three kids signed up. Thank you Diana for all of the hard 
work you put into this program for us and the children of our community. If you can help out a day or two during that week, 
please see Diana for more information. Even though its only February, we already have 14 kids signed up for it already. 


