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    PRAYER CHAIN          

       REQUESTS 

       Please call 

       Eleanor  Galik 

    708-302-1686 

   for immediate prayers 
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Living Word 
Lutheran Church 

16301 South Wolf Road 
Orland Park, IL  60467 

      

708-403-9673 
livingwordorland.org 

intouchlwlc@yahoo.com 
       

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS 
Mon - Fri  9 am - 2 pm 

       

SUNDAY SCHEDULE 
  9:00 am   Adult study 
  10:00 am   Worship 

“The Good Shepherd” 

Living in the Word...that the 

Word may live in others. 

Know for certain that God has made both Lord and Christ, this Jesus who was crucified. There 
is no other name in the whole world by which you can be saved. And so it remains.  
 

As Christians we are called to stand before the world—in our time and space—as witnesses to 
the resurrection and as a sign that God lives. It is Easter faith that allows us to come to know 
Jesus, to experience the power of the resurrection and to serve as a vital force energizing the 
believer’s words, actions and relationships. Easter faith also shows us the attitude with which 
we should live our life. That is to say, we should be a forward looking people; we should have a 
hope filled attitude as we go about living and experiencing the unique challenges that are each 
of ours. The Resurrection and the evolution of the young Christian communities clearly illus-
trates that the past is not something to cling to. Do not seek the living among the dead. Jesus 
is not here, he has gone before you. Do not look for the vitality and relevance of your faith, the 
strength of your faith, in the past. Your image of god changes; your faith life evolves; your pray-
er life deepens; hence your understanding of the church should not be limited to your past ex-
periences of it. The American church is presently confronting challenges on multiple fronts. It is 
evolving and we must seek the hope-filled grace to change with it. We must make these graced 
and learning moments for all of us. Easter tells us to look to the present not the past; look to 
the living, suffering community where Jesus is active. Our focus should be the church of today 
that is being born anew and afresh with every celebration of easter, even amidst scandals and 
public policy debates. Our Easter faith thrusts us, hope filled, into the future. 
 

Finally, the Easter Jesus teaches us how to live with confidence. Jesuit Tony DeMello tells the 
story of an explorer who comes across a village in a remote mountainous spot. The people 
were very happy on their hilltop and in their village, which was surrounded by a high fence. The 
explorer believed that the people would be even more happy and more free if they took the 
fence down. So they did. And he went away. A year later he returned only to find the people 
sad and lifeless. They were huddled together in the center of their mountain top village. For 
without the fence, they were afraid of falling of the edge of the cliff. With the fence gone, gone 
too, was their security and their sense of freedom. The resurrection is the fence around the life 
of the Christian. You cannot fall off if you believe; the resurrection is our barrier against death 
and the incentive to live. 
 

And that brings us to today’s gospel: the beautiful image of Jesus as the Good Shepherd. In 
that image is captured the essence of a god who is loving, caring, and faithful; a god who loves 
us, each of us, enough to die for us. That is a powerful testimony of Jesus’ commitment to each 
of us. The shepherd imagery is deeply rooted in biblical thought. God is the ultimate shepherd 
of the people, providing guidance, sustenance and protection; the kings, priests and leaders of 
Israel were also to be shepherds of their people. And the designation ‘good’ for Jesus contrasts 
with the frequent designation of unfaithful leaders in scripture as ‘bad’ shepherds, who abuse 
and neglect their flock. But Jesus is different; “he has come to feed us, to protect us, to guide 
us and to love us.” Jesus assures us that just as the shepherd and sheep have a familiar rela-
tionship so Jesus has an intimate bond with his followers. In this tender relationship we, too, 
have the opportunity to come to know Jesus more deeply and to develop a deeper relationship. 
Sometimes, in the midst of fear and sadness, it is extremely difficult to believe this. But what 
was offered to the fearful disciples, is offered to us today: boundless hope in the face of suffer-
ing, boundless confidence in the midst of turmoil, and boundless love in the midst of fear.  
 

The Christ who rose on Easter morning to astonish and comfort the disciples is the same Christ 
who is with us today in our own struggles, always offering us the Easter miracle of hope. 
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May Celebrations 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

8 

9:15 am  Adult 
Study 

10:00 am 
Worship 

Mother’s Day 

 

9 
  

 

 

 

10 

10:00 am  PUSH 

 

 

 

 

 

11 
  

 

2:00 pm  Meeting with 
Lois Stewart and 
Diana Motel 

12 

 

 

 

 

  

 

13 

  

 9:30 am  POW 
Bible Study 

Zoom and Living 
Word 

14 

  
 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              
  
 
 
  
        
May 8      Cathy Baids 
May 12    Diane Chitwood 
May 13    Bob Grossart 

This Week at Living Word 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
  
  
          
                
 May 9      Shawn Regan 
 May 11    Ethel Hamill 
 May 12    Diana Motel 
 May 13    Paxton Hostert                     

 

May 1st 

                      21 Worshipped, 20 Communed 
                        2 Watched DVD’s 
                      11 Watched Online       
                      34 Total 
                          Financial Support 
                    3,185.00  General Fund Deposit 
 

Living Word’s budget calls for weekly offerings averaging $3654 to fund our ministry. 
Regular, intentional and meaningful contributions from what the Lord provides you 
helps carry this out. 

Stewardship Snapshot 
Church Contacts 
intouchlwlc@yahoo.com 

Ministry Support Coordinator, Diana Motel 

dianamotel@yahoo.com    708-287-4939 

     Leadership Team                    

Neal Hartz  -  President     847-344-2410 

Jim McKinney - Vice President 708-359-8527  

Bill Merchantz - Treasurer         708-539-6027          

Diana Motel - Secretary             708-287-4939 
         

Members at Large                 

Pastor John Bucka     815-931-2961 

Bob Grossart    708-870-0202 

Paul Huang                                 626-551-1446 

SPRING WORK DAY On May 15th, 
starting right after service and fellow-
ship time, we will be rolling up our 
sleeves and doing some yard work 
around the grounds, if by chance it 
might be raining, there are plenty of 
indoor projects that we could find to 
fix. Please plan on staying for a little 
while and lend a helping hand to fix up 
our church. If we get enough volun-
teers, it won’t take too long and we all 
be able to enjoy the rest of the day. As 
always, thank you in advance for all 
that you do for your church. 
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LIVING WORD ENDOWMENT FUND  (as of 4/30/2022) 
The current value of the fund is $158,558.66 invested in Thrivent funds.  Current market value exceeds cost 
of investments by $25,286.58. Since inception (10/12/05), the Fund has earned interest and dividends 
totaling $48,291.35. Of this, $24,145.68 will return to Living Word for growth initiatives.  
 

THIS REPRESENTS A GIFT THAT KEEPS ON GIVING! 

To Date:        Total contributions        $84,980.73 

  Market value over cost           25,286.58 

  Dividends and interest            48,291.35 

  Total market value           $158,558.66 
 

HOW THE ENDOWMENT FUND WORKS 

Contributions treated as donation for tax purposes 

Funds invested by Thrivent Financial 

50% of interest and dividends available for church growth 

Interested in estate planning? Call Tim Regan/Thrivent (708-326-4750) 

If any questions, call Bob Grossart 

DEVOTIONAL OF THE WEEK  In addition, the Father judges no one. Instead, he has given the Son absolute authority to 
judge - John 5:22 (NLT) 
 
Our knowledge is imperfect and incomplete. We must be careful when we are inclined to judge others, lest we find our-
selves in the position of the religious leaders in this passage, who were passing judgment on the one and only true judge, 
Jesus himself. Attempt to clarify situations and help others reconsider their actions, but do not usurp Jesus’ authority to be 
the ultimate judge. 
SHARE OUR POSTS!! Please share our posts with all of your Facebook groups, it’s a very small and easy thing to do 
and the results are so great. Diana has created an ad on Facebook for our preschool, if at all possible, please start shar-
ing the updated information for the three different week day options for preschool and for the two different weeks that she 
is offering for the preschool summer primer. The same day she had created the ad on Facebook, she had already re-
ceived comments and questions about the preschool, this should be a great way to reach more people. 

A NEED FOR YOU AND A NEED FOR CHURCH As church attendance numbers fade across the nation 
and online services become very convenient (who doesn't love not getting ready in the morning or leaving 
their home?!), it's important to remember why church attendance for you and your family matters so much. 
You can't serve from your sofa. You can't have community of faith on your sofa. You can't experience the 
power of a room full of believers worshipping together from your sofa. Christians aren't consumers either. 
We are contributors. We don't watch. We engage. We give. We sacrifice. We encourage. We pray by laying 
hands on the hurting. We do life together. The church needs you. And you need the church. Wherever you 
are, find a local church where you and your family can be part of community and use your talents to ad-
vance the kingdom and reach others. To come alongside one another physically, not just through a screen. 
While I'm grateful for technology to keep people connected that can't physically come to a facility or need to 
be away, it's absolutely not like being in the building. Never will be. Yes, church on the sofa is nice. But it'll 
never be the same as church in the sanctuary.  We look forward to seeing everyone in church. There is 
nothing like fellowship time among some of your closest friends that share the same beliefs as you do! 

Something to Consider—Church! 

Living Word Endowment Fund 



“Sunday Zoom Bible Study Classes”  
SUNDAY MORNING Bible Study  will be on Zoom. We will have a dedicated link every Sunday for the Zoom portion of the 
class. Going forward, I will email this link to everyone on Fridays, so it would be very easy for you to find the email with the 
link. Please see me or call the office if you would like to join, we can give you the information that you will need for Zoom. Not 
only will you gain some insight with these bible study classes, but you will have fun doing so at the same time. Please see 
below for the Zoom info for the Bible study on May 8th. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85893612656?pwd=MDE3UXZwUEZPYU1wbFZKam1wbFZKam1NY2svUT09 
Meeting ID: 858 9361 2656      Passcode: 308811 
Join Zoom Meeting—One tap mobile 
+13126266799,,85893612656#,,,,*308811# US (Chicago) 
Dial by your location   +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) 

POW (People of the Word) Bible Study will have individual links every Friday for the Zoom portion of the class. I will email 
the following link to everyone on Thursdays, so it would be very easy for you to find the email with the link in your inbox. 
Please see me or call the office if you would like to join, that way we can order books for you as they start new studies. Not 
only will you gain some insight with these bible study classes, but you will have fun doing so at the same time. Last Friday, 
they had resumed their study on the Parables. Please see below for the Zoom info for the Bible study on May 13th. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82856227495?pwd=S0x5UVM0elQ0RkJiOU55c01WYWxQdz09 
Meeting ID: 828 5622 7495     Passcode: 376782 
Join Zoom Meeting—One tap mobile 
+13126266799,,82856227495#,,,,*376782# US (Chicago) 
Dial by your location   +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) 
                                       +1 929 205 6099 US (New York) 

“Friday Zoom Bible Study Classes”  

Mission of the Month 
Page 4 

REDEEMING LIF OUTREACH MINISTRIES is the Mission of the Month for May again this 
year in honor of Mother’s Day! CALLED TO PRESERVE LIFE God is leading Redeeming Life 
to expand in Illinois! Redeeming Life Outreach Ministries is a Recognized Service Organiza-
tion (RSO) of the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod and serves single, pregnant women and 

their unborn children. These women are often at-risk of homelessness, domestic violence, or choosing abortion. The home and 
property that they were opening in Carpentersville in the Northern Illinois District (NID) last year fell through. Just last week, 
their update was that they were trying real hard to get a property and home in East Dundee. We just received their latest letter 
from them earlier this week. All their prayers were answered, Immanuel Lutheran approved their offer to purchase the property. 
Please join me in keeping them in your prayers. The Maternity Home Steering Committee and LCEF are partnering with us to 
preserve life and share the love of Christ with vulnerable young women. Immanuel Lutheran in East Dundee led by Pastor Bill 
Yonker will be the official host congregation for this new location. This new maternity home will provide a safe, comfortable fully 
furnished home for the residents to live and thrive in and will be supervised by one full-time, live-in Manager. The residents will 
engage in self-directed learning and one on-one training with the help of a full-time Program Director. The expectant moms will 
learn necessary life skills including saving and budgeting, parenting, cooking, cleaning, connecting with others, and most im-
portantly, connecting with God. Prayer, Bible study and worship are important components of the maternity home program. As a 
pro-life ministry, they walk alongside the mothers on their journey whether they plan to parent or lovingly place their baby for 
adoption. Every woman who calls Redeeming Life home will find help, love, and support. Please help make this new maternity 
home in Illinois a reality! No one can do everything, but every individual and congregation can do something! This type of pro-
ject is very important as the lives of women and unborn children needs help and protection. Single pregnant women who lack 
safe, stable housing feel that abortion is their only option. Redeeming Life is a positive, pro-life maternity home that provides 
just-in-time resources to redeem the lives of women and babies.   
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5-8-22 Message Outline 

“The Lord is My Shepherd” 

 

Psalm 23 says: “The Lord is my Shepherd…” 

 

1) The Holy Spirit makes ELDERS to be church shepherds. 
      17 From Miletus, Paul sent to Ephesus for the elders of the church. 18 When they arrived, he said to them… 

     28 “Keep watch over yourselves and all the flock of which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers. Be 
shepherds of the church of God, which he bought with his own blood. 29 I know that after I leave, savage 
wolves will come in among you and will not spare the flock. 30 Even from your own number men will arise and 
distort the truth in order to draw away disciples after them. 31 So be on your guard!”   

              Acts 20:17-18a, 28-31a 
 

2) God made the LAMB to be the world’s Shepherd. 
     9 After this I looked, and there before me was a great multitude that no one could count, from every nation, 
tribe, people and language, standing before the throne and before the Lamb. They were wearing white 
robes and were holding palm branches in their hands. 10 And they cried out in a loud voice: “Salvation belongs 
to our God, who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb…” 16 ‘Never again will they hunger; never again will they 
thirst. The sun will not beat down on them, nor any scorching heat. 17 For the Lamb at the center of the throne 
will be their shepherd; ‘he will lead them to springs of living water.’ ‘And God will wipe away every tear from 
their eyes.’”          Revelation 7:9-10, 16-17 

 
3) The Father made His Son MESSIAH to be MY Shepherd.  
     

24 The Jews who were there gathered around [Jesus], saying, “How long will you keep us in suspense? If 
you are the Messiah, tell us plainly.” 25 Jesus answered, “I did tell you, but you do not believe. The works I do 
in my Father’s name testify about me, 26 but you do not believe because you are not my sheep. 27 My sheep 
listen to my voice; I know them, and they follow me. 28 I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; no 
one will snatch them out of my hand. 29 My Father, who has given them to me, is greater than all; no one can 
snatch them out of my Father’s hand. 30 I and the Father are one.”  John 10:24-30 

“VBS 2022”  

VBS 2022—CELEBRATING GOD’S GREATNESS Diana has theme for VBS picked out and has already ordered the basic 
supplies and when it gets closer, and warmer especially, she will have her list of items that she will need for snacks and craft 
time. Everyone had so much fun here last year. Thank you Diana for all of the hard work you put into this program for us and 
the children of our community. If you can help out a day or two during that week, please see Diana for more information. Even 
though its only May, we already have almost 30 kids signed up for it already, and we have 8 volunteers as well. 
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A NEED FOR OUR PRESCHOOL AGAIN Please pass the word about our preschool throughout our community. Now 
that we are heading into spring and summer, we need to fill our church with the little ones and teach them the love and 
knowledge of Jesus and prepare them for kindergarten and grade school. Let all your friends and family know that enroll-
ment is open online. We already have one student enrolled and a family just visited us last month. Diana has created a 
new flyer and registration form on our website. They have added more options for families, we will now have a 2, 3 and 5 
day program for preschool. I know most of us don’t have any little ones at home, but if you happen to know of anyone 
who does, please let them know about our website and that they can come and visit the church and classrooms. 

“Stewardship Updates”  


