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       REQUESTS 

       Please call 

       Eleanor  Galik 

    708-302-1686 

   for immediate prayers 
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July 24, 2022 

Living Word 
Lutheran Church 

16301 South Wolf Road 
Orland Park, IL  60467 

      

708-403-9673 
livingwordorland.org 

intouchlwlc@yahoo.com 
       

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS 
Mon - Fri  9 am - 2 pm 

       

SUNDAY SCHEDULE 
  9:15 am   Adult study 
  10:00 am   Worship 

“How is Your Spiritual Appetite?” 

Living in the Word...that the 

Word may live in others. 

When you’re sick, one of the first questions a doctor asks in order to diagnose your problem 
is, ‘How’s your appetite?’ That’s because when you lose your desire for food, something’s 
wrong in your body. And the same principle applies to your spiritual health. One of the char-
acteristics of the great men and women in Scripture is that they hungered for God in prayer 
and disciplined themselves to study and understand His Word. What made evangelist 
George Mueller so successful? During his lifetime he read through the Bible some two hun-
dred times – and more than half of those were on his knees, praying over Scripture while 
studying it. When you know God that well, you’ll pray specifically and get specific answers. 
The truth is that you were born with a God-shaped blank inside you, and nobody but God 
can fill it. Greater success won’t. More money won’t. Another relationship won’t. Living in a 
palace and being a king won’t. That’s why King David wrote: ‘Lord; teach me your de-
crees. With my lips I recount all the laws that come from your mouth. I rejoice in fol-
lowing your statutes as one rejoices in great riches. I meditate on your precepts and 
consider your ways. I delight in your decrees; I will not neglect your word…Open my 
eyes that I may see wonderful things in your law…My soul is consumed with longing 
for your laws at all times…Your statutes are my delight; they are my counsel-
lors’ (Psalm 119:12-24). The Word of God is ‘soul food’, so if you’ve been feeding your 
body and neglecting your soul – rearrange your priorities today. Prolonged starvation can 
have a profound effect on your health. You lose your ability to think clearly. Your vision gets 
blurry. Your strength wanes, and you stop being productive. Guess what? It’s the same with 
your spiritual life. Jesus said, ‘Man shall not live on bread alone, but on every word that 
comes from the mouth of God’ (Matthew 4:4). So knowing that, how come we don’t 
spend time reading the Bible? We know it’s essential to our spiritual, mental and emotional 
health. Yet we fail to do it or do it inconsistently. Why? 1) Because we’re not motivat-
ed. We haven’t experienced the joy that comes from personally discovering great truths 
from God’s Word. We grow complacent and settle for having our spiritual food handed to us 
by other people. But when you get serious about studying the Bible for yourself, you’ll never 
again be satisfied with second-hand knowledge. 2) Because we don’t know how. We hear 
a great sermon and think, ‘Why didn’t I see that?’ Because most church leaders spend 
hours studying the Scriptures – we don’t! 3) Because we get lazy. Bible study requires self
-discipline. It takes time, effort, concentration and persistence. Most great truths don’t lie on 
the surface; you have to dig for them. In the Old Testament when Israel ‘sought God ea-
gerly…he was found by them. So the Lord gave them rest on every side.’ And God will 
do that for you too! Giving thanks is more specific than praising. David specifies that he 
does this with his "whole heart." He was growing in the skill of giving thanks to the King of 
kings through a variety of circumstances. Progressive sanctification sees difficulty as faithful 
friends rather than antagonistic struggles. This thanks must be resolute, the result of a de-
termined will. David commanded his heart in the end instead of listening to it. David's 
thanks was gritty, given in the face of other gods. When lesser things master our identity 
and throw us off balance, we must live in our identity as children of the King. David's thanks 
was humble as he bowed down before the Lord. Skilled thanksgiving will be sophisticated, 
not trite. It displays a deeper understanding of why we are thankful as we grow in the Lord. 
David thanks God for His everlasting love, truth, and reliable Word. David's thanks is also 
bold. God's truth has given him strength in his soul. 
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July Celebrations 

July 17th 

                      21 Worshipped, 21 Communed 
                        2 DVD 
                      11 Watched Online       
                      34 Total 
                          Financial Support 
                    3,915.00   General Fund Offering 
                
                       105.00  In-Kind Cash Donation For VBS Supplies                     
 

Living Word’s budget calls for weekly offerings averaging $3654 to fund our ministry. Regular, 
intentional and meaningful contributions from what the Lord provides you helps carry this out. 

Stewardship Snapshot Church Contacts 
intouchlwlc@yahoo.com 

Ministry Support Coordinator, Diana Motel 

dianamotel@yahoo.com    708-287-4939 

     Leadership Team                    

Neal Hartz  -  President     847-344-2410 

Jim McKinney - Vice President 708-359-8527  

Bill Merchantz - Treasurer         708-539-6027          

Diana Motel - Secretary             708-287-4939
          

Members at Large                 

Pastor John Bucka     815-931-2961 

Bob Grossart    708-870-0202 

Paul Huang                                 626-551-1446 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

24 

9:15 am  Adult 

Study 

10:00 am 

Worship 

  

25 

 

 

9:00 am—Noon VBS  
 

               

26 

10:00 am  PUSH 

 

9:00 am—Noon 

VBS  

27 
  

 

 

9:00 am—Noon VBS  

VBSVBSVBSVBS 

28 

 

 

9:00 am—Noon VBS  

29 

 

9:00 am—Noon VBS  

  11:45 am VBS 

Picnic Lunch 

30 

  

  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              
  
 
 
    
   July 17   Jim McKinney 
   July 23   John Gabrielson 
   July 27   Kurt Meier 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              
  
  
          
  July 16    Mark Cygan 
  July 24    Bill Bonnar 
  July 29    Josh Regan 
  July 30    Ashley Regan  

                                                                                                                            AnniversaryAnniversaryAnniversaryAnniversary     
  
 
  
        
        July 10    Jessica & John Lyons 
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“Sunday Zoom Bible Study Classes”  

SUNDAY MORNING Bible Study  will be on Zoom. We will have a dedicated link every Sunday for the Zoom portion of the 
class. I will email this link to everyone on Fridays, so it would be very easy for you to find the email with the link. Please see 
me or call the office if you would like to join, we can give you the information that you will need for Zoom. Not only will you 
gain some insight with these bible study classes, but you will have fun doing so at the same time. Please see below for the 

Zoom info for the Bible study on July 24th.   

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8455939615645?pwd=SUpYdDJLb3ZWVlkrQ25iQVZHM2F4Zz09  
Meeting ID: 859 3961 5645     Passcode:  020791 
Join Zoom Meeting—One tap mobile 
+13126266799,,85939615645#,,,,*020791# US (Chicago) 

“You Answered Me” 

     Psalm 138 says: “When I called, you answered me; you greatly emboldened me.” God indeed answers our 
prayers… 
1) God respects my INTERCESSORY prayer for others. 
      20 Then the LORD said, “The outcry against Sodom and Gomorrah is so great and their sin so grievous 21 that I will go 
down and see if what they have done is as bad as the outcry that has reached me. If not, I will know.” 22 The men turned away 
and went toward Sodom, but Abraham remained standing before the LORD. 23 Then Abraham       approached him and said: 
“Will you sweep away the righteous with the wicked? 24 What if there are fifty righteous people in the city? Will you really 
sweep it away and not spare the place for the sake of the fifty righteous people in it? 25 Far be it from you to do such a thing—
to kill the righteous with the wicked, treating the righteous and the wicked alike. Far be it from you! Will not the Judge of all 
the earth do right?”  26 The LORD said, “If I find fifty righteous people in the city of Sodom, I will spare the whole place for their 
sake.”             Genesis 18:20-26 

2) God rejoices over my INSPIRED prayer of thankfulness. 
     6 Just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord, continue to live your lives in him, 7 rooted and built up in him, strengthened in 
the faith as you were taught, and overflowing with thankfulness.     Colossians 2:6-7 

3) God responds to my INTIMATE prayer to my Father. 
     One day Jesus was praying in a certain place. When he finished, one of his disciples said to him, “Lord, teach us to pray, 
just as John taught his disciples.” 2 He said to them, “When you pray, say: “‘Father,  hallowed be your name, your 
kingdom come. 3 Give us each day our daily bread. 4 Forgive us our sins, for we also forgive everyone who sins against us. 
And lead us not into temptation…’” 9 “So I say to you: Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the 
door will be opened to you. 10 For everyone who asks receives; the one who seeks finds; and to the one who knocks, the door 
will be opened. 11 “Which of you fathers, if your son asks for a fish, will give him a snake instead? 12 Or if he asks for an egg, 
will give him a scorpion? 13 If you then, though you are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will 
your Father in heaven give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!”   Luke 11:1-4, 9-13 

7-24-22 Message Outline 



“New Updates on Living Word Preschool”  

A NEED FOR OUR PRESCHOOL AGAIN Please pass the word about our preschool throughout our community. Now 
that summer is almost over with, we need to fill our church with the little ones and teach them the love and knowledge of 
Jesus and prepare them for kindergarten. We have 3 students enrolled and we receive calls about once or twice a month 
inquiring about our program. Diana has created a new flyer and registration form on our website. We are offering 2 or 3  
day program for preschool. Most of us don’t have any little ones at home, but if you happen to know of anyone who does, 
please let them know about our website and that they can come and visit the church and classrooms. She just gave a 
family a tour of the church and preschool on Friday, their daughter will turning 3 in early October, plus they have a young-
er daughter that just turned two. The father’s family knows of our program, this seems very promising for another new 
relationship. Please join me in keeping our Early Childhood Education Program in your prayers. 

Living Word News 
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ORLAND PARK FOOD PANTRY is the Mission of the Month for July. We will be collecting non-perishable food items and 
any monetary donations. Diana will have a fun little food groups contest from VBS to help with our mission. As always, thank 
you for all your generosity for our community. 

WOLF ROAD BRIDGE over I-80 will be closed from 183rd Street to 187th Street starting Monday, July 25th till December 
2022. They will have detours clearly posted, to avoid the area completely, LaGrange Rd. may be a good alternative route. 

THANK YOU LETTER was received from Redeeming Life Outreach Ministries, it reads: “Dear Living Word, Thank you for 

sending another generous gift on behalf of your church to help fund the new Redeeming Life Maternity Home in the Northern 

Illinois District of the LCMS! We are excited to join you in Illinois to serve women at risk of homelessness, abuse and abor-

tion. This project is only possible because our great God and all that He is providing through wonderful brothers and sisters in 

Christ like you and your church family. God is moving in Illinois! I am so touched to learn about your efforts to promote the 

new maternity home in the newsletter and printed handouts and showing a video to your members. We are truly grateful to 

everyone who helped creatively execute these activities. I know it’s a lot of work! Thank you to all the volunteers and staff 

who helped. Please let the congregation know because of their collective gift, desperate women will learn who Christ is and 

the true meaning of love, forgiveness and acceptance. I cannot thank you enough for your support and everything we will do 

together to redeem lives in Jesus’ name in Illinois.” It is signed, In His Service, Sheryl DeWitt, Executive Director. The actual 
letter is on the bulletin board next to the office. 



Sharing Information 
SHARE OUR POSTS!! Please share our posts with all of your Facebook groups, it’s a very small and easy thing to do and 
the results are so great. Diana has created an ad on Facebook for our preschool, if at all possible, please start sharing the 
updated information for the two different week day options for preschool and for the two different weeks that she is offering 
for the preschool summer primer. The same day she had created the ad on Facebook, she had already received comments 
and questions about the preschool, this should be a great way to reach more people. 

WORSHIP LINKS are emailed out every Sunday after service. If you are unable to come join us in person for service, we 
totally understand, but if you have the capability of watching the service online, please do so. You can watch the livestream 
from YouTube or our Facebook page, or just click on the link that is emailed to you. Not only will it keep you connected to 
your church family, but it will also help us grow our attendance totals, which is very important, if we grow our church’s attend-
ance, either in person and virtually by 10% we will meet the requirement for the endowment fund to receive approximately 
$20,000 or better. We are all struggling in these difficult times, but if we all work together, we will all prosper. Please feel free 
to share the links or watch with family and friends, kindly let us know how many had watched. Thank you for all your help! 

A NEED FOR YOU AND A NEED FOR CHURCH As church attendance numbers fade across the nation and online services 
become very convenient (who doesn't love not getting ready in the morning or leaving their home?!), it's important to remem-
ber why church attendance for you and your family matters so much. You can't serve from your sofa. You can't have commu-
nity of faith on your sofa or from your bed. You can't experience the power of a room full of believers worshipping together 
from your sofa or from under the covers. Christians aren't consumers either. We are contributors. We don't watch. We en-
gage. We give. We sacrifice. We encourage. We pray by laying hands on the hurting. We do life together. The church needs 
you. And you need the church. Wherever you are, find a local church where you and your family can be part of community 
and use your talents to advance the kingdom and reach others. To come alongside one another physically, not just through a 
screen. While I'm grateful for technology to keep people connected that can't physically come to a facility or need to be away, 
it's absolutely not like being in the building. Never will be. Yes, church on the sofa is nice. But it'll never be the same as 
church in the sanctuary.  We look forward to seeing everyone in church, besides WE are your church family.  
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CALLING ALL CAMPERS Come out after VBS 
on Monday, August 1 and camp out for a couple 
of hours with us. Ms. Diana is hosting a family 
night for an indoor camping event. The kids can 
play and go fishing in the pond, they’ll get to 
listen to a story and have a fun snack. Just 
email or call with how many will be attending. 

VBS THANKS YOU Thank you to everyone 
who donated all the supplies needed for VBS 
this year for snack time and craft time. There 
are 66 kids total that signed up for VBS, this is 
definitely the largest VBS that we have had in 
several years. Without your support and dona-
tions, this couldn’t be possible. Make sure you 
plan to stop by next Friday, July 29th at 11:45 to 
meet and connect with some of the families from 
VBS. You will get a chance to listen to the songs 
that the kids have learned from the week, and 
just hangout under the tents, and enjoy some 
fuun summer time activities. The kids will be 
having their annual water balloon and water gun 
fights, and based on last year, you might have 
to watch out for Pastor Lee, lol. He made sure 
that he had the biggest water gun. Hope to see 
you there. 
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Living Word Lutheran Church  
Council Meeting Notes 

Tuesday, July 19, 2022, at 7pm 
 

Attendees: Neal H, Jim M, Bob G, Paul H, Diana M, and Bill M 
 
Meeting started at 7:18pm opening in prayer by Neal.  
 
The 1st topic was the votes that had been cast so far. We had members of the congregation vote to approve the fiscal year 
budget for 2022/2023. We also had members vote to approve the projected 5-year budget. Then we asked for members to 
vote if they would like the transition team to continue their discussions with pastor Croon and pastor Johnson. There were 
30 people who had voted as of Wednesday evening. It was unanimous to approve the budget, it was 26 to 4 to approve the 
projected 5-year budget, 19 to11 to continue talks with pastor Croon, and 29 to 1 to continue talks with pastor Johnson.  
 
We then discussed finances. Neal needs to get a hold of pastor Schauer to see who Trinity uses for their fire extinguishers 
as we need to get those taken care of soon. Fire Science has been calling Bev for a decision. We also talked about numer-
ous other companies we use and the costs. Diana is going to call comcast to see about getting our billed lowered at all. 
Neal is going to call Steeple to see about their insurance and workmen’s comp costs.  Jim is going to call our fire alarm 
company and the fire department to see what we really need to have and cost to meet code. We also discussed even look-
ing into cost of other copier companies.  7:47 pm Bill asked for approval to transfer the $262.36 and $240 that he took out 
of the general fund by mistake out of their designated funds to replenish the general fund. The motion was on the table and 
Neal 2nded. The council voted unanimously.  
 
Diana then let the council know that she will be giving a tour to someone on Friday for the preschool. They have an almost 
3-year-old interested in our program. She is also going to connect with all the families at VBS. We have 24 children in the 3 
to 5 category alone. Everyone will be getting a preschool flyer. She has also created another event for August 1st to try and 
get families in to see the church and preschool.  She also has a $15 Facebook ad going right now to anyone in a 30-mile 
radius of us. She understands the financial aspect of not opening but also knows it will be very difficult to reopen again after 
being closed 2 years in a row. We could get children midyear like we have in the past. She did say that by August 2nd we 
really need to make the decision if we can have preschool or not. She will have our preschool the August Mission of the 
Month too. She had reached out to pastor Johnson about their preschool program and if they have a waiting list. As of right 
now she hasn’t heard back from him.  
 
We then discussed pastor lee’s contract and that he does know he has no more vacation time especially as he is leaving 
mid-December. Neal did ask to see his original contract to see if there was ever a mention of vacation and sick days. Diana 
found the original contract and it did not specify that. Bill did let us know he got an invoice from our fire alarm company for 
$380.  Jim is going to call them to see what this includes. It also went up from the last time Bill paid them in October.  Jim 
also asked why we now use The Little Church that Cares. Neal asked why as well. Diana stated that was something Donna 
came up with to try and connect with others and we used it during our Ukraine drive. Jim asked why it can’t be just The 
Church that Cares. Diana said,” Well we hoped one day we could be The Big Church that Cares”. We will change it to The 
Church that Cares.  
 
The meeting adjourned at 8:31pm with a prayer from Jim.  

July Council Meeting Notes 


