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“God Is Awesome!” 

Living in the Word...that the 

Word may live in others. 

It is good to take a moment to consider the fact that God made all this, and that He made all of 
our life and work possible. The admiration for God is often expressed by saying that God is awe-
some. Looking carefully at this expression and understanding it properly can help us to see our 
life and work in the coming year in the proper perspective. The word “awesome” is quite old; it 
used to mean something like awe-inspiring. However, rather suddenly it has gained popularity. 
When people see or hear something that is striking, they exclaim: Awesome! I do not remember 
it was used as an exclamation before, but now the word frequently comes up in conversations. 
An old word is used in a new way. And it is not only used for events in this world, it is now also 
applied to God. You can hear people say with admiration: God is awesome! This exclamation 
wants to express that God is exceptional and surprising. It wants to convey a feeling of wonder 
and excitement about God, but it is not clear what exactly is expressed by it. We need to look in 
Scripture to find out in what sense it can be used for God. Just as the exclamation “awesome!” 
is new, stating that God is awesome is also a new development. It is mentioned only once, 
in Genesis 28:17, when Jacob had received a dream in which he saw God, and God’s angels 
going up and down between the earth and God. Then he exclaimed: “How awesome is this 
place.” He is not speaking about God, but about the place where God had revealed himself in a 
vision. It is in the NIV that the word becomes more prominent, for the word is used thirty-four 
times. Of these texts, more than ten use it for God himself, and the other texts refer to God’s 
works. The frequent use of this word in the NIV is probably the reason why the expression that 
God is awesome has suddenly gained popularity. It is an important word determining our atti-
tude to God. As we want to live close to our awesome God in the coming year, this is a good 
reason to look more carefully at the meaning of this. God is called “awesome” right after the 
people of Israel had crossed the Red Sea. On that occasion, the army of the Egyptians which 
had pursued them had been washed away. Moses composed a song in commemoration of 
God’s salvation, in which he said about God: “Who is like you, majestic in holiness, awesome in 
glory, working wonders”. We can easily understand that the Israelites stood in awe when they 
looked back at the Red Sea. For God had shown his majesty over nature. First, He had stopped 
the waters from flowing, allowing his people cross the sea, and then He let the water resume its 
course. This is an event that even today we cannot fathom. God is so great that He is able to let 
the water stand up like a brick wall, showing how awesome He is. There is more to this event, 
for God used this same wall of water to come down on the pursuing Egyptian army, and to wash 
them away. This, too, is awesome, but it can make us feel small and insecure. That God is awe-
some does not only mean that He is great, it includes that He is great in his destructing power. 
He used this power to protect his people, and to fulfil his old promises to his people Israel. Look-
ing back on this powerful saving event for his people, Moses said that God is awesome. There is 
yet another aspect of the fact that God is awesome. The God who is awesome, can turn against 
his own people. Daniel calls God “the great and awesome God” who keeps his covenant of love 
with all who love him and obey his commands. But that is not the case for Israel, for they are in 
captivity because they have not listened to the prophets who spoke in the name of God. God is 
not only awesome when He saves his people, He is equally awesome when He punishes his 
people. And they had experienced that themselves when they had lost their country and were 
deported all the way to Babylon. They had sinned against God, and as a result they have been 
scattered over the nations. God is awesome, not only when He helps his people and gives them 
blessings, but also when He sees his people act against his will. God caused a great, interna-
tional migration of the nations to punish them. No means are too forceful for God when He 
wants his people to feel that they are doing wrong. He can be “hard as nails” when He causes 
punishment in order to bring his people back to his ways.  
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September Celebrations 

September 18th 

            16 Worshipped, 16 Communed 
               2 DVD 
                                 14 Watched Online       
                                     32 Total 
 

               Financial Support 
                                Offering was not counted this week 

 
Living Word’s budget calls for weekly offerings averaging $3654 to fund our ministry. Regular, 
intentional and meaningful contributions from what the Lord provides you helps carry this out. 

Stewardship Snapshot 

Church Contacts 
intouchlwlc@yahoo.com 

Ministry Support Coordinator, Diana Motel 

dianamotel@yahoo.com    708-287-4939 

     Leadership Team                    

Neal Hartz  -  President     847-344-2410 

Jim McKinney - Vice President 708-359-8527  

Bill Merchantz - Treasurer         708-539-6027          

Diana Motel - Secretary             708-287-4939
          

Members at Large                 

Pastor John Bucka     815-931-2961 

Bob Grossart    708-870-0202 

Paul Huang                                 626-551-1446 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              
  
  
                   
     
  
    Sep 30    Dwight Hostert 

DEVOTIONAL OF THE WEEK  [Jesus said] “I do nothing on my own but say 
only what the Father taught me. And the one who sent me is with me—he has 
not deserted me. For I always do what pleases him.” - John 8:28b-29 (NLT) 
 
Obedience matters. It mattered to Jesus—that was the only way He could suc-
cessfully die in our place and bring us forgiveness. And it matters for us too. We 
won’t be able to obey perfectly, but if our sight is always set on Jesus, who did 
obey perfectly, we will constantly be drawn back to Him when we do fall short, 
and be able to seek and receive His forgiveness. 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

25 

9:15 am  Adult 

Study 

10:00 am Worship 

 

26     

 

 

 

 

 

27 

9:00 am—Noon  

Preschool  

 

10:00 am  PUSH 

 

28 

9:00 am—Noon  

Preschool  

 

29 

9:00 am—Noon  

Preschool 

 

  

 

30 

  

  

October 1 

  

 

Opportunities to Connect with God 

PUSH PRAYER meets every Tuesday at 10:00 a.m. to pray for our church, community and world.  We welcome requests 
(call 708.403.9673) or visit our website to send in your prayer request, or join us for 30-40 minutes each week.  
 

RADIO & TV OPPORTUNITIES 

• Worship Anew           8:00 a.m. Sunday -  Comcast channel 184 (TLN) & 8 (SD) , WPWR channel 50 

                                       AT&T U-verse channel 1008 (HD) & 8 (SD), Dish Network # 8495 

                    10:30 a.m. Sunday - DIRECTV channel 377 (TCT) 

• The Lutheran Hour    10 a.m. and 6 p.m.   Sundays on 1230 AM; and 9:30 a.m. Sundays on 1580 AM 

WORSHIP LINKS are emailed out every Sunday after service. If you are unable to come join us in person for service, we 
totally understand, but if you have the capability of watching the service online, please do so. You can watch the livestream 
from YouTube or our Facebook page, or just click on the link that is emailed to you. Not only will it keep you connected to 
your church family, but it will also help us grow our attendance totals, which is very important, if we grow our church’s attend-
ance, either in person and virtually by 10% we will meet the requirement for the endowment fund to receive approximately 
$20,000 or better. We are all struggling in these difficult times, but if we all work together, we will all prosper. Please feel free 
to share the links or watch with family and friends, kindly let us know how many had watched. Thank you for all your help! 



CHURCH COUNCIL met last Tuesday evening at 7:00 pm. Among the various topics that were discussed was the financial 
updates, the recent fire inspection that was performed, along with various items that need to be taken care of. Diana will be 
giving us an update during the announcements on Sunday and the meeting notes will can be found on the next page.  

Living Word News 
LWLC EARLY EDUCATION PROGRAM was actually a little more structured in their second week of school. The 3 year olds 
have been learning how to use scissors and other class room tools and learning how to write their names and count to 100. 
The 4 year olds are doing a bit more with their names and art projects. Please continue to share the pictures and updates 
that Diana posts, we still get a few calls regarding our preschool occasionally.  We would love to have more new friends for 
our young students learning about the love of Jesus. Also, don’t forget about Tot Time, she already has a couple of little ones 
registered for this fun new activity for the younger children, both of these learning opportunities for the children are also a 
great outreach to the community for our church. 
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A NEED FOR YOU AND A NEED FOR CHURCH As church attendance numbers fade across the nation and online ser-
vices become very convenient (who doesn't love not getting ready in the morning or leaving their home?!), it's important to 
remember why church attendance for you and your family matters so much. You can't serve from your sofa. You can't have 
community of faith on your sofa or from your bed. You can't experience the power of a room full of believers worshipping 
together from your sofa or from under the covers. Christians aren't consumers either. We are contributors. We don't watch. 
We engage. We give. We sacrifice. We encourage. We pray by laying hands on the hurting. We do life together. The church 
needs you. And you need the church. Wherever you are, find a local church where you and your family can be part of com-
munity and use your talents to advance the kingdom and reach others. To come alongside one another physically, not just 
through a screen. While I'm grateful for technology to keep people connected that can't physically come to a facility or need 
to be away, it's absolutely not like being in the building. Never will be. Yes, church on the sofa is nice. But it'll never be the 
same as church in the sanctuary.  We look forward to seeing everyone in church, besides WE are your church family.  

SHARE OUR POSTS!! Please share our posts with all of your Facebook groups, it’s a very small and easy thing to do and 
the results are so great. Diana has created an ad on Facebook for our preschool, if at all possible, please start sharing the 
updated information for the two different week day options for preschool and for the two different weeks that she is offering 
for the preschool summer primer. The same day she had created the ad on Facebook, she had already received comments 
and questions about the preschool, this should be a great way to reach more people. 



Page 4 

Living Word Lutheran Church  

Council Meeting Minutes 

Tuesday, September 20, 2022 @7:00 pm 
 

Attendees: Neal H, Bill M, Paul H, Pastor John, and Diana M 
 

Meeting opened at 7:09 pm with a prayer from pastor John. 
 

We first discussed the financials. We talked about the Comed bill being so high and even though we used 300 kilo 
wats less than last year at this time due to the price increase the bill is higher. $135.51 will be taken out of the pre-
school fund for supplies for the preschool treasure box. Diana also spent $24.08 for snacks for the children. We 
talked about next month being able to give Bev $25 a week for cleaning for preschool. We also talked about the 
price of our copy paper and if we can get a good deal, we should buy a case of paper. Diana made mention of the 
Comcast bill still being high. That was for the month of August for September our bill will be $129.98 due to prorate. 
Then will go to $169.95 a month. Diana made mention that preschool tuition will be deposited the week of October 
4th. The VBS fund will also increase due to a refund check from Concordia and the $240 for Stream yard needs to 
come out of technology. The technology fund will go down by $240.  
 

We then talked about the fire inspection. Neal will call Reliable and get everything set up with them. He will also call 
Jim because Jim got a quote for $508 and the quote we have is for $770. The fire department told Bev that if we 
bring our extinguishers to Reliable it should be even cheaper. We also need to fix the ceiling tiles in the hall and one 
in men’s bathroom. The fire department could be out in 2 weeks.  
 

Diana wanted it to be mentioned that the windows especially in the preschool room are crumbling. Neal said we 
should revisit this in the new year. Diana wanted to just make mention of it especially if our windows are not sealing 
properly that could cause a slightly higher heat bill.  
 

We also talked about the issue we are now having with our server. Paul will look at it this coming Sunday to see 
what the issues may be.  
 

We then talked about new cameras around the building. We have been having issues trying to get the camera moni-
tor into Bev’s office or on her computer. We were even thinking that with new cameras we may be able to have apps 
on people’s phones or a cloud to be able to see what is happening at the church from home. We would like to have 
cameras all around the building and in the parking lot. Paul was going to look into some cameras. We will discuss 
this at our next meeting. 
 

Pastor John was able to get the constitution from Christ Lutheran. The council is to look it over and we will discuss 
this at our meeting in October.  
 

We also discussed the locking of the doors during worship. We have agreed as a council that will no longer be nec-
essary. That we will just keep an eye out for cars pulling in after service has started. 
 

The meeting adjourned at 8:29pm with prayer from Neal  
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“What Do YOU Trust?” 

     Psalm 146 says: “Do not put your trust in princes, in human beings, who cannot save.”  What do YOU trust…? 

 

1) What MOUNT do you trust? 
     Woe to you who are complacent in Zion, and to you who feel secure on Mount Samaria, you notable men of 
the foremost nation, to whom the people of Israel come…!  7 You will be among the first to go into exile; your 
feasting and lounging will end.                Amos 6:1, 7 

 

2) What MONEY do you trust? 
     

6 But godliness with contentment is great gain. 7 For we brought nothing into the world, and we can take nothing 
out of it. 8 But if we have food and clothing, we will be content with that. 9 Those who want to get rich fall into 
temptation and a trap and into many foolish and harmful desires that plunge people into ruin and 
destruction. 10 For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil.  1 Timothy 6:6-10a 

 

3) What MAN do you trust? 
     19 “There was a rich man who was dressed in purple and fine linen and lived in luxury every day. 20 At his gate 
was laid a beggar named Lazarus, covered with sores… 22 “The time came when the beggar died and the angels 
carried him to Abraham’s side. The rich man also died and was buried. 23 In Hades, where he was in torment, he 
looked up and saw Abraham far away, with Lazarus by his side. 24 So he called to him, ‘Father Abraham, have 
pity on me and send Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue, because I am in agony in this 
fire.’ 25 “But Abraham replied, ‘Son, remember that in your lifetime you received your good things, while Lazarus 
received bad things, but now he is comforted here and you are in agony. 26 And besides all this, between us and 
you a great chasm has been set in place, so that those who want to go from here to you can-not, nor can anyone 
cross over from there to us.’ 27 “He answered, ‘Then I beg you, father, send Lazarus to my family, 28 for I have five 
brothers. Let him warn them, so that they will not also come to this place of torment.’ 29 “Abraham replied, ‘They 
have Moses and the Prophets; let them listen to them.’ 30 “‘No, father Abraham,’ he said, ‘but if someone from the 
dead goes to them, they will repent.’ 31 “He said to him, ‘If they do not listen to Moses and the Prophets, they will 
not be convinced even if someone rises from the dead.’”         Luke 16:19-31 

9-25-22 Message Outline 

SUNDAY MORNING Bible Study  will be on Zoom. We will have a dedicated link every Sunday for the Zoom portion of the 
class. I will email this link to everyone on Fridays, so it would be very easy for you to find the email with the link. Please see me 
or call the office if you would like to join, we can give you the information that you will need for Zoom. Not only will you gain 
some insight with these bible study classes, but you will have fun doing so at the same time. Please see below for the Zoom 
info for the Bible study on September 25th. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81876195726?pwd=M1hpTFd4aSsRVhGUWIMK01aMk5nZz09 
Meeting ID: 818 7619 5726      Passcode:  006565 
Join Zoom Meeting—One tap mobile 
+13126266799,,81876195726#,,,,*006565# US (Chicago) 
Dial by your location   +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) 

“Sunday Zoom Bible Study Classes”  

“Friday Zoom Bible Study Classes”  
The Friday morning Bible Study will NOT meet next Friday, September 30th. 

POW (People of the Word) Acts Bible Study has begun this past Friday, and they plan on an Advent study, “It’s a Wonderful 
Life”. Please let me know if you would like to join, that way we can order books for you as they start new studies. I will email the 
following link to everyone on Thursdays. All you have to do is click on the link and it will connect you to the group. Please see 
below for the Zoom info for the Bible study on October 7th. 

The Friday morning Bible Study will NOT meet next Friday, September 30th. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85801943409?pwd=ZnV5ZjN5aTRvR09icHk2WjA5Nko1QT09 
Meeting ID: 858 0194 3409     Passcode: 862256 
Join Zoom Meeting—One tap mobile 
+13126266799,,85801943409#,,,,*862256# US (Chicago) 
+13092053325,,85801943409#,,,,*862256# US  
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Mission of the Month 

Lutheran Special Education Ministries is our September Mission of the Month. We will be collecting 
donations all month long. You can either drop off your donation while at church, send a check in the 
mail, or use our giving page and select Mission of the Month. 
 
Our mission as a Christian ministry is to serve schools, churches, and families in order to advance the 
success of children who have learning needs. Our vision as a ministry is to reach out to provide the 
opportunity for every child to receive specialized learning services. 
 
As we look to the future, we know that there is great potential for growth. Studies show that one stu-
dent in five has a learning challenge. The law guarantees these children a public education.  For fami-
lies that choose a Christian education, Lutheran Special Education Ministries is eager to partner with 
them and with churches to help meet their needs. 
 
Lutheran Special Education Ministries provides resource room services, professional development, 
and educational support to churches and schools across the country. Our ministry’s vision is to pro-
vide children the opportunity to grow academically and spiritually regardless of the challenges they 
may face. We’re constantly looking at ways to grow our ministry by serving and supporting as many 
children, families and Christian communities as possible. 
 
Here’s how our combined gift this month can impact these children across the country: 
 
$25 allows LSEM to provide consultation service for students at schools that do not have an LSEM 
program but need expert advice and resources. 
$50 helps an LSEM teacher screen students for literacy and math difficulties in their classrooms. 
$100 provides online instructional support in reading and/or math for students experiencing difficulty 
with basic skills. 
$500 equips an LSEM teacher with reading and math intervention curriculum for the school year for 
their classroom. 


