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Often when someone shares good news, a Christian will exclaim, “Praise the Lord!” Praise the 
Lord GIFs even exist, which give a pictorial representation for texts. The exact phrase, “Praise 
the Lord” occurs thirty-nine times in the ESV Bible translation, and most are found in the Psalms 
(31). The verbal exclamation of “Praise the Lord” since the beginning of the world is countless. 
Why Do We Praise the Lord? 
One could write a series of books on this vast subject. As it is, the following are but a few of the 
many reasons we praise our God. Why do we praise God? Because: 
- He loves us. 
- He saved us from death.  
- We are commanded to praise Him. 
- If we don’t who will? 
- He gives us understanding of Himself through His Word. 
- He helps us understand His Word. 
- He has welcomed us into His kingdom.  
- He has adopted us as His children. 
- He has revealed Himself through His creation, and through Jesus Christ. 
- When God looks at us (Christians), He sees Jesus. 
Why Is He Worthy of Our Praise? 
The list is inexhaustible. Here are a few reasons the Lord God is worthy of our praise: 
- He is God and sovereign over all. 
- He is holy, righteous, just, good, compassionate, merciful, gracious, and faithful, (among many 
other characteristics). 
- He sent His Son Jesus Christ to die for our sins. 
- He gave us His Holy Spirit in our hearts as a guarantee of our salvation in Christ. 
- He is the Creator. 
- He is the only One who can give us eternal life with Him. 
7 Refreshing Ways We Can Praise the Lord 
In our quiet time of prayer. Because God knows the hearts of men, He will hear our praise if it’s 
only in our hearts. But if the situation warrants, sing or praise aloud with great joy to the Lord as 
you pray, read Scripture, and extoll Him for the awesome God He is. 
Praise the Lord in song. This is a no-brainer, right? Sing a psalm from the Bible or sing along 
with recorded worship music (or even with a friend who’s with you). Groups have been known to 
gather in public places and bust out in worship, not only praising God, but sharing the good 
news through their biblical songs of praise to the Lord. 
Bible study: Often times when studying Scripture, we will read verses we recall have been 
turned into songs. Listen and sing along. Raise holy hands to the Lord as you praise Him. 
While outdoors: A stunning sunrise or sunset. The sound of birdsong in the morning or even-
ing. Water babbling over the rocks in a stream, or the swell of an ocean wave. Stargazing. Be-
holding the light of fireflies. Even the shade of a mighty oak tree. All these imprints of God’s cre-
ation will inspire us to praise the Lord. 
Corporate worship: Join in community with one another to worship is one of the most beautiful 
ways to praise the Lord. Our voices meld together in prayer, hymns, and teaching of the Word. 
Sharing your testimony: The Lord repeatedly tells us to remember our salvation. Sharing what 
He has done for us as individuals brings God glory and, as we do, we praise the Lord. 
Supporting missionaries with letters of praise to God for their work. We often miss this oppor-
tunity, but the encouragement we send to missionaries brings praise to the Lord. 



Page 2 This Week at Living Word 

April Celebrations 

Stewardship Snapshot 
     April 7th (Good Friday)       April 9th (Easter) 
             21 Worshipped                     28 Worshipped                
                       9 Watched Online        10 Watched Online      
                     30 Total                                                      38 Total                           

      April 7th & April 9th                 
            Financial Support 
    $4,175.00  General Fund Deposit 
             
Living Word’s budget calls for weekly offerings averaging $3654 to fund our ministry. Regular, 
intentional and meaningful contributions from what the Lord provides you helps carry this out. 

Opportunities to Connect with God 
PUSH PRAYER meets every Tuesday at 10:00 a.m. to pray for our church, community and world.  We welcome requests (call 
708-403-9673) or visit our website to send in your prayer request, or join us for 30-40 minutes each week.  
 

RADIO & TV OPPORTUNITIES 
• Worship Anew—8:00 a.m. Sunday -  Comcast channel 184 (TLN) & 8 (SD) , WPWR channel 50, AT&T U-verse channel 1008   

            (HD) & 8 (SD), Dish Network # 8495;   10:30 a.m. Sunday - DIRECTV channel 377 (TCT) 

• The Lutheran Hour    10 a.m. and 6 p.m.   Sundays on 1230 AM; and 9:30 a.m. Sundays on 1580 AM 

Devotional Time 

DEVOTIONAL OF THE WEEK  [Jesus said] “I tell you the truth, anyone who welcomes my messenger is welcoming me, and 
anyone who welcomes me is welcoming the Father who sent me.” - John 13:20 (NLT) 
We are called to be God’s messengers, bringing the good news of the Gospel to all the world, even to our immediate communi-
ty. There will be resistance, but that is not our primary concern; we can leave that to God. Our primary concern is to remain a 
faithful messenger, not betraying God either by adding to or subtracting from His message. Then on those occasions when we 
are welcomed, we will know that our hearers are in fact welcoming the Father and the Son as we have proclaimed them. 
ADULT BIBLE STUDY CLASS is every Sunday morning at 9:15am in the conference room. Join Pastor Lee, Pastor John and 
the others as they review the Word of the our Lord. 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
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9:15am Adult 
Bible Study 

10:00am 
Worship—
COMM 

12:00 Pre-
school Open 
House 
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9:00am—
12:00pm 

Preschool 

 

10:00am 
Push Prayer 
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9:00am—
12:00pm 

Preschool 
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9:00am—
12:00pm 

Preschool 

 

7:00pm 
Council Meet-
ing 
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   Apr 22    Catie Lyons                                  

Church Contacts 
intouchlwlc@yahoo.com 

Ministry Support Coordinator, Diana Motel 
dianamotel@yahoo.com    708-287-4939 

     Leadership Team                    

Neal Hartz  -  President     847-344-2410 

Jim McKinney - Vice President 708-359-8527  

Bill Merchantz - Treasurer         708-539-6027          

Diana Motel - Secretary             708-287-4939
          

Members at Large                 

Pastor John Bucka     815-931-2961 

Bob Grossart    708-870-0202 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             
  

  
 

   Apr 21     Jay Gabrielson 

Church Contacts 
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OUR PRESCHOOL STUDENTS were chefs this week. On Thursday they made their own pancakes and enjoyed all of the yum-
my toppings that Mrs. Diana bought. As you can see by the pictures below, how yummy snack time was on Thursday. They also 
were able to enjoy the beautiful weather this week  too. They were able to go outside every day and play. The Dramatic Arts Play 
Area also had a  makeover this week. It is the Community Helper 
Room now. Check it out on Sunday during the Open House. 



VBS 2023 will be out of this world. She had only posted her flyer last month and we already have over 30 kids signed up for it.  
She already placed her order for the different items that are needed, and they came in last week. It will be a good month or 
two before we will get a supply list that is needed and we will have a more definite number of kids that will be registered by 
then. We are also always on the lookout for volunteers for that week also, it doesn’t have to be the whole week, but if you 
have a little time to spare on a given day, just let Diana know.  
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VBS 2023 

Living Word News 
GOD’S COMFORT AND GRACE to the Gabrielson Family. Early Thursday morning, John’s wife Joan passed away, she had 
been in the hospital and rehab for several months. Arrangements will be delayed till the summer when the entire family can gath-
er for the memorial. Once details have been finalized at that time, I will pass along the information. As always, we will keep John, 
Jay and the rest of her extended family in our prayers. 

GOD’S GRACE AND COMFORT to the Meier Family. Matt Meier’s mother-in-law, Maggie Zahara had passed away to be with 
the Lord last Friday. The funeral was Thursday, the 13th. Maggie was a loving mom to Cory and grandmother to Mackenzie and 
Madison. Please join me in keeping the Meier and Zahara family in our prayers.  

TRANSITION TEAM met with Pastor Joe Arthur from Louisiana on Monday evening last week, they also had a meeting sched-
uled with Pastor Schwarz this past Thursday. Diana will be sharing the results from these meeting with us during her announce-
ments next week. Please join me in keeping the team and the process in our prayers, we appreciate all the work and concern 
that they have been putting into this long ongoing procedure for us. 

ROAD CONSTRUCTION: Wolf 
Road will be closed again be-
tween 183rd Street and 187th 
Street. The detour signs have 
already been posted on Wolf 
Road, they will be replacing the 
bridge crossing I-80. Wolf Road 
will be closed until August 25th. 

 



Mission of the Month 
LUTHERAN CHURCH CHARITIES will be the mission of the month for April. I will have more information about LCC in the 
newsletter next week. Even though we are very familiar with all the work they do and how compassionately they use the Word to 
comfort and console others, LCC is always expanding their mercy and good work in many different ways, from helping clean up 
after natural disasters to comforting those who have suffered and endured tremendous losses. The logos below and on the fol-
lowing page represent just some of the work that LCC does, including the following information from their newsletter this week. 

On Monday, March 27, three young students and three adults were killed and all those present were traumatized after a twenty-
eight year old former student entered The Covenant School, an elementary school ministry of Covenant Presbyterian 
Church in Nashville, Tennessee, and began shooting until fatally wounded by Metro Nashville Police. We pray for and grieve 
with the families of those killed: students Evelyn Dieckhaus (9), Hallie Scruggs (9), William Kinney (9), and Cynthia Peak 
(61), Dr. Katherine Koonce (60) Head of School, and Mike Hill (61). The same afternoon, Lutheran Church Charities was in-
vited by Pastor Lane Reuter, senior pastor of Our Savior Lutheran Church & Academy in Nashville, Tennessee, to bring 
the LCC K-9 Comfort Dogs and Hearts of Mercy & Compassion, Crosses for Losses, to the shocked and hurting community that 
has been greatly impacted by this horrific event. Bonnie Fear, LCC K-9 Crisis Response Coordinator, and the following LCC 
K-9 Comfort Dog Ministry teams will arrive today to be with families, survivors, and all of the first responders who serve them: 
LCC K-9 Comfort Dogs Hope (Faith – Marietta, Georgia), Job (Christ the King – Memphis, Tennessee), Magdalene 
(Cornerstone – Carmel, Indiana), Mercy (Our Savior – Louisville, Kentucky), Naomi (Holy Cross – Indianapolis, Indiana), 
and Zillah (Immanuel – St. Charles, Missouri) and their handlers will be present to listen to those who are grieving, bringing 
them comfort, love, friendship, hope and prayer. The hearts/crosses will be placed at the designated memorial site for people to 
sign and leave condolence messages, pray, and pay their respects in honor of the six lives lost. 
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LCC K-9 Comfort Dog Ministry was launched in August of 2008, and it is a national human-care ministry em-
bracing the unique, calming nature and skills of purebred Golden Retrievers. The LCC K-9 Comfort Dogs are a 
bridge for compassionate ministry, opening doors for conversation about faith and creating opportunities to 
share the mercy, compassion, presence and proclamation of Jesus Christ. They serve everyday in the commu-
nity in which they are places in times of disaster and crisis to bring comfort to all those affected, including first 
responders and the volunteers who serve them. 

LCC Kare 9 Military Ministry is a ministry by veterans for veterans. They strive to serve our military veterans 
and their families. The Kare-9 Military Ministry dogs and their trained veteran handlers visit many places includ-
ing VFWs, VA hospitals, Traumatic Brain Injury Care Centers, homes of veterans that are home bound, Expos, 
Vet Clinics and various other activities to help spread the mercy and compassion. 

LCC K-9 Police Ministry handlers are law enforcement officers (current and former) who understand the unique 
challenges facing the law enforcement community. They bring the mercy, compassion, presence and proclama-
tion of Jesus Christ to those who protect and serve, as well as their families. Crisis Response serves the law 
enforcement and family members in their time of need, by providing comfort following injuries, deaths or major 
incidents. Ongoing Support is the K-9 visits (headquarters, substations and dispatch centers), provides assis-
tance with department missions such as Christmas shopping with children, summer camps and public events, comforting crime 
victims prior to interviews, counseling or courtroom testimonies, and general support for department members and their families. 

LCC Disaster Response Ministries coordinates deployment of trained volunteers for Disaster Response. When 
disasters strike; lives, homes, businesses, churches and more are affected. LCC L.E.R.T. volunteers respond 
quickly to serve people affected by a disaster. LCC teams are trained to work through local churches to serve their 
communities.  LCC Disaster Response provides on-site and online (L.E.R.T.) basic training. Additional training in-

cludes expertise in the area of chainsaw, heavy equipment, debris removal, flood recovery, and emotional and spiritual care. 

Hearts of Mercy and Compassion (HMC), Crosses for Losses provides a physical and spir-
itual symbol through the giving of hearts and crosses to families and friends who have suffered 
a loss or are experiencing the illness of a loved one. An HMC can also be given to celebrate a 
victory, honor service, as an expression of love, or to be an encouragement in the face of ad-
versity. Given as a gift, each HMC provides the love and hope of Jesus through presence and 
prayer. Upon request, LCC, working though churches, can provide an HMC at no charge. 
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“Praise the Lord!” 

Psalm 148 says: “Praise the Lord!” The Bible tells us how and why… 

 
1) We praise the Lord, PROCLAIMING the good news. 
     42 They never stopped teaching and proclaiming the good news that Jesus is the Messiah. Acts 5:42b 

 
2) We praise the Lord, shielded by God’s POWER.  
     

3 Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he has given us new birth into a 
living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4 and into an inheritance that can never perish… 
This inheritance is kept in heaven for you, 5 who through faith are shielded by God’s power… 1 Peter 1:3-5a 

 

3) We praise the Lord, peaceful in His risen PRESENCE. 
       

19 On the evening of that first day of the week, when the disciples were together, with the doors locked for fear of 
the Jewish leaders, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you!” 20 After he said this, he showed 
them his hands and side. The disciples were overjoyed when they saw the Lord. 21 Again Jesus said, “Peace be with 
you! As the Father has sent me, I am sending you.” 22 And with that he breathed on them and said, “Receive the Holy 
Spirit. 23 If you forgive anyone’s sins, their sins are forgiven; if you do not forgive them, they are not forgiven.” 
24 Now Thomas…one of the Twelve, was not with the disciples when Jesus came. 25 So the other disciples told him, 
“We have seen the Lord!”  But he said to them, “Unless I see the nail marks in his hands and put my finger where the 
nails were, and put my hand into his side, I will not believe.” 26 A week later his disciples were in the house again, 
and Thomas was with them. Though the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be 
with you!” 27 Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here; see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it into my 
side. Stop doubting and believe.” 28 Thomas said to him, “My Lord and my God!” 29 Then Jesus told him, “Because 
you have seen me, you have believed; blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.” 30 Jesus performed 
many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not recorded in this book. 31 But these are written that you 
may believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name. 
                    John 20:19-31 

4-16-2023 Message Outline 

A different perspective regarding Thomas from our Gospel reading today.  


