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"Handling Temptation Christ's Way"

Here are some practical pointers from Jesus for handling temptation:

1) Your temptations are like the ones He faced. ‘Jesus understands every weakness of ours,
because he was tempted in every way that we are’ (Hebrews 4:15). You say, ‘But you don’t
understand how bad my temptations are.” No, but Jesus does. The fact that ‘He was tempted
in every way’ means He has been there, felt the urge, and understands your vulnerability first-
hand. You can turn to Him when temptation hits, confident He has walked the same path and
He will help you.

2) Temptation often comes after spiritual victory. Jesus had just been baptized, the Holy Spirit
descended on Him, and God declared His pleasure in His Son — then Satan struck full force
(see Matthew 3:16-17; 4:1-11). High spiritual moments can leave you with your guard down,
susceptible to attack. Paul says, ‘Let him who thinks he stands take heed lest he fall’ (1 Corin-
thians 10:12). People often crash and burn after big accomplishments. Ministers, for example,
can be prone to temptation after delivering a great sermon.

3) Temptation comes when you're exhausted. Forty days without eating had left Jesus physi-
cally depleted. When your resources are drained, you're a target for attack. Lack of sleep,
unhealthy diet, stretching yourself too thin, no exercise, anxiety, and discouragement can
open the door to temptation. When you feel down, your focus blurs, your awareness is dulled,
your spiritual edge diminishes, and you’re not on guard against the Enemy’s approaches and
schemes. The Bible says, ‘Stay alert. The Devil is poised to pounce, and would like nothing
better than to catch you napping. Keep your guard up’ (1 Peter 5.8).

Observe this: 1) Temptation comes when you're alone without support. Just as a wolf looks
for the sheep that wanders from the safety of the fold, when you neglect Christian fellowship
and cut yourself off from other believers, the Enemy rejoices. You say, ‘But | have the Lord
with me always.’ Yes, but here is how the Bible teaches us to overcome temptation: ‘A person
standing alone can be attacked and defeated, but two can stand back-to-back and conquer.
Three are even better, for a triple-braided cord is not easily broken’ (Ecclesiastes 4:12). We
are born, and born again, to walk this journey with others. Paul writes, ‘The body is not made
up of one part but of many.... The eye cannot say to the hand, “I don’t need you!” And the
head cannot say to the feet, “| don’t need you!” (1 Corinthians 12:14, 21). Walking in step
with other believers increases your protection against Satan.

2) Your greatest weapon in the hour of temptation is knowing God’s Word. Jesus repelled
Satan’s attacks by quoting it. Satan is rendered powerless when he is confronted by a believ-
er who declares, ‘It is written!” You must decide to take a stand, but it's your stance on God’s
Word that makes the Enemy retreat. When Satan approached, Jesus didn’t go looking for a
Bible; He quoted the Word He knew by heart. That's your key to victory. John says, ‘/ have
written to you who are young in the faith because you are strong. God’s word lives in your
hearts, and you have won your battle with the evil one’ (1 John 2:14).

Heavenly Father, help me remember that when tempted | need to contact or get around
other believers. Help me guard myself to avoid temptation — and to call upon you when
tempted. In Jesus’ Name, Amen
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Stewardship Snapshot

November 19th
19 Worshipped
5 Watched Live
7 Watched Later
31 Total

Financial Support
$730.00 General Fund
$300.00 From Andrew Foundation
$4,000.00 Special Donation
$5,030.00 Total General Fund Deposit

$3,000.00 Special Donation for Preschool
$3,000.00 Special Donation for New Pastor

$11,030.00 Total Deposit
Devotional Time

November Celebrations

=ﬂ= Happy Baptism
= Birthony!
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Nov 26 Lily Rozwalka
Dec 1 Joan Tinich

Opportunities to Connect with God

PUSH PRAYER meets every Tuesday at 10:00 a.m. to pray for our church, community and world. We welcome requests (call
708-403-9673) or visit our website to send in your prayer request, or join us for 30-40 minutes each week.

RADIO & TV OPPORTUNITIES

o Worship Anew—38:00 a.m. Sunday - Comcast channel 184 (TLN) & 8 (SD) , WPWR channel 50, AT&T U-verse channel 1008
(HD) & 8 (SD), Dish Network # 8495; 10:30 a.m. Sunday - DIRECTV channel 377 (TCT)

o The Lutheran Hour 10a.m.and 6 p.m. Sundays on 1230 AM; and 9:30 a.m. Sundays on 1580 AM

ADULT BIBLE STUDY CLASS is every Sunday morning at 9:15am in the conference room. Join Pastor Lee and the others as
they review the Word of the our Lord.

DEVOTIONAL OF THE WEEK For until then they still hadn’t understood the Scriptures that said Jesus must rise from the dead. -
John 20:9 (NLT) - How does the resurrection of God strike you? Do you move toward it, do you run right in, do you stand at a dis-
tance, or do you hesitate while seeing how others react? We all approach God at different speeds. Embrace who God made you to
be, and trust that God is in that, and that God also works through community to encourage us all to understand what is real—His
resurrection and the new life it foretells.

PRAYER REQUEST for Pastor John as he has been in the long-term care facility of the Victorian Village. He is still having health
issues. Pastor Lee and Elaine visit him on Sundays, he still tires easily, and is still weak. He has expressed that he is up to hav-
ing visitors again. Just plan on short visits with him so he doesn't try to overdo it. My apologies if the directives | had been given
previously had kept you from visiting him all this while. Please keep him and his family in your prayers as they are very concerned
about Pastor John. If you would like to send cards and/or well wishes within the next week or to call him, here is the complete
address: John Bucka, C/O Victorian Village, Hope House, Room #17, 12600 Renaissance Circle, Homer Glen, IL 60491. Phone
number is 708-578-7091.
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Mission of the Month
End of November- Early
December
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Collecting items for Orland
Township Families

MISSIONS OF THE MONTH From the 19th to the
week of December 3rd will be our Angel Tree again.

i Diana and | have the tree up in the fellowship hall

and the angels will have assorted gift ideas on their

£ ‘gowns’. Please do not think you have to get all of the

items on the angels, we are only trying to provide
ideas. The unwrapped gifts will need to be here at
church prior to December 5th, so Diana can fill up
her sleigh and deliver them to the Village of Orland
Park. Santa’s helpers already have been hard at

& work as they have went shopping and bought a lot of

presents to be put under our tree.

Christmas Services

Join us for our candle light Christmas Eve Service at 5:30 pm on December 24th.

Our service will also be live streamed on our Facebook and YouTube Channel.
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REJOICE! THE BIRTH OF CHRIST IS HERE. 9|<

Living Word Lutheran Church

Join us for our Christmas Morning Service
Monday, December 25th at 10am
Our service will be live streamed on our Facebook

Page and YouTube Channel as well.

Living Word News

CHANGE IN SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICES are in full swing as we are getting used to the different formats. The first Sunday
of every month will be a traditional hymnal worship service and the third Sunday of the month will be an informal outreach service
and the remaining Sundays will be the blended service that we currently have. This will be a trial basis for a 6 month period, at
which time you will have a chance to express your favorites, suggest minor changes to either service and choose if we do this
going forward or use one or the other or go back to the same service styles each week. We will be announcing this on our sign
and on our website and Facebook page to see if we can get any visitors or new members.

CALL COMMITTEE had a meeting with Pastor Ziemann a couple of weeks ago. We met with Pastor Prohl from Northern lllinois
District to go over our call process and other options we have. We received a lot of information, Pastor Prohl was a very good
listener and tried to answer all of our questions regarding certain processes and timeline issues. The church council and the call
committee met with the Senior Pastor from Trinity Lutheran of Lisle to start discussing the possibility of a partnership with their
church this past Tuesday, November 21st at 7:00pm.

COUNCIL MEETING will be this Sunday after our worship service and the Hanging of the Greens. If you have anything that you
would like to bring up to the council, you are welcome to stay and join the meeting.

LOOKING FOR VOLUNTEERS! We have a request from Dianna Bonfield from Lutheran Church Charities for a driver to help a
gentleman that is in Alden Estates Assisted Living located behind the Marcus Theaters in Orland Park to be able to come to wor-
ship. He is 40 years old, has suffered a stroke recently. He is in a wheel chair, but is able to get in and out of cars by himself. If
you are interested in helping him, please let me know.

CARE MEALS WILL RETURN! | am looking to start up our care Meal Teams again. | am hoping to be able to organize a few
teams of volunteers to help or assist with cooking or buying different dishes for meals for our families that are going through med-
ical issues, hospital stays, treatments and those who might have lost loved ones recently. My goal is to organize this ministry and
to begin officially at the start of 2024, if not sooner hopefully. If you are interested in volunteering, please let me or Diana know.

POINSETTIAS ARE BACK! Prior to last Christmas, the owner of Baas Greenhouse had retired, the nursery has been purchased
and is now called 88th Ave Nursery. They are working with us to be able to purchase our poinsettias again, yay! The price will be
$9.50 each to cover their delivery fee, the order forms will be start showing up in your bulletins. The forms are due by Sunday,
December 10th, in order to have them here for the Christmas services.

2023 DIRECTORIES ARE AVAILABLE! If you don't have a directory of our church members, look for them on the desk in the
fellowship hall.
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LIVING WORD CONGREGATIONAL MEETING is sched-

uled for Sunday, December 10, following our

L U T H E R A N C H U R C H worship services. Please plan on attending
this meeting as it has been a while since we

had one, and there will be a lot of information
to share with everyone. The Call Committee
will have information from our meetings this
past month and the Church Council will be
sharing information regarding the budget,
finances and other important details on vari-

ous items. If you are unable to attend, please
S U N D AY D E c E M B E R 1 UT H check your email that will be sent to you con-
4 taining the private link to connect them to the

Livestream feature.

11-26-23 Message Outline

“My Rock of Redemption”
1) | sing for joy to my Rock of RESCUE.

"*“For this is what the Sovereign LORD says: | myself will search for my sheep and look after them. 12As a shepherd looks after his
scattered flock when he is with them, so will | ook after my sheep. | will rescue them from all the places where they were scattered on a
day of clouds and darkness. 13| will bring them out from the nations and gather them from the countries, and | will bring them into their
own land. | will pasture them on the mountains of Israel, in the ravines and in all the settlements in the land. 14 will tend them in a good
pasture, and the mountain heights of Israel will be their grazing land. There they will lie down in good grazing land, and there they will
feed in a rich pasture on the mountains of Israel. 15| myself will tend my sheep and have them lie down, declares the Sovereign
LORD. 6] will search for the lost and bring back the strays. | will bind up the injured and strengthen the weak, but the sleek and the
strong | will destroy. | will shepherd the flock with justice. ...20 “Therefore this is what the Sovereign LORD says to them: See, | myself
will judge between the fat sheep and the lean sheep. 2! Because you shove with flank and shoulder, butting all the weak sheep with
your horns until you have driven them away, 22| will save my flock, and they will no longer be plundered. | will judge between one sheep
and another. 23| will place over them one shepherd, my servant David, and he will tend them; he will tend them and be their shepherd.
24| the LORD will be their God, and my servant David will be prince among them. | the LORD have spoken. Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24
2) | sing for joy to my Rock of RESURRECTION.

20But Christ has indeed been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep. 2! For since death came through a
man, the resurrection of the dead comes also through a man. 22For as in Adam all die, so in Christ all will be made alive. 2 But each in
turn: Christ, the firstfruits; then, when he comes, those who belong to him. 24 Then the end will come, when he hands over the king-
dom to God the Father after he has destroyed all domin-ion, authority and power. 25 For he must reign until he has put all his enemies
under his feet. 26 The last enemy to be destroyed is death. 27 For he “has put everything under his feet.” Now when it says that “every-
thing” has been put under him, it is clear that this does not include God himself, who put everything under Christ. 2 When he has done
this, then the Son himself will be made subject to him who put everything under him, so that God may be all in all.1Corinthians 15:20-28
3) I sing for joy to my Rock of RIGHTEOUSNESS.

31“When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, he will sit on his glorious throne. 32 All the nations will be
gathered before him, and he will separate the people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. 33 He will put
the sheep on his right and the goats on his left. 34“Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my
Father; take your inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the creation of the world. 35For | was hungry and you gave me
something to eat, | was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, | was a stranger and you invited me in, 36| needed clothes and you
clothed me, | was sick and you looked after me, | was in prison and you came to visit me.’ 3 “Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord,
when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you something to drink? 3 When did we see you a stranger and invite you
in, or needing clothes and clothe you? 39 When did we see you sick or in prison and go to visit you?’ 4 “The King will reply, ‘Truly | tell
you, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me." 41 “Then he will say to those on his left,
‘Depart from me, you who are cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels. 42 For | was hungry and you gave me
nothing to eat, | was thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink, 43| was a stranger and you did not invite me in, | needed clothes and you
did not clothe me, | was sick and in prison and you did not look after me.’ 44 “They also will answer, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry
or thirsty or a stranger or needing clothes or sick or in prison, and did not help you?’ 45“He will reply, ‘Truly | tell you, whatever you did
not do for one of the least of these, you did not do for me.” 46 “Then they will go away to eternal punishment, but the righteous to eternal
life.” Matthew 25:31-46
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Preschool News
PRESCHOOL is growing. Yay! We just received another registration form from a family who'’s older son came here last year,

and now their younger son will be starting in the winter semester for January and then in February, we will have the younger
sister of one of our students start when she finally turns three. She already knows the “Good-Bye Song” that they sing every-
day, lol. Keep spreading the word about how wonderful Mrs. Diana is with these little ones, all of the families can’t stop saying
what a great teacher she is. The students are all set for their Christmas program that they will perform for us on Sunday, De-
cember 17th. Be sure you're here to see what a great job they will do, their will be light refreshments after the service.
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Living Word Preschool
Christmas Program

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 17TH AT 10 AM

This program will be held during our
worship service. We will have light
refreshments after.

Living Word Lutheran Church
16301 Wolf Road Orland Park, IL 60467
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