
Psalm 118:19-29 
19 Open for me the gates of the righteous; 

    I will enter and give thanks to the LORD. 
20 This is the gate of the LORD 

    through which the righteous may enter. 
21 I will give you thanks, for you answered me; 

    you have become my salvation. 
22 The stone the builders rejected 

    has become the cornerstone; 
23 the LORD has done this, 

    and it is marvelous in our eyes. 
24 The LORD has done it this very day; 

    let us rejoice today and be glad. 
25 LORD, save us! 

    LORD, grant us success! 
26 Blessed is he who comes in the name of the LORD. 

    From the house of the LORD we bless you.[b] 
27 The LORD is God, 

    and he has made his light shine on us. 

With boughs in hand, join in the festal procession 

    up[c] to the horns of the altar. 
28 You are my God, and I will praise you; 

    you are my God, and I will exalt you. 
29 Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; 

    his love endures forever. 

Old Testament Reading – Zechariah 9:9-12 

The Coming of Zion’s King 

9 Rejoice greatly, Daughter Zion! Shout, Daughter Jerusalem! See, your king comes to you, 

    righteous and victorious, lowly and riding on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey. 
10 I will take away the chariots from Ephraim and the warhorses from Jerusalem, 

    and the battle bow will be broken. He will proclaim peace to the nations. 

    His rule will extend from sea to sea and from the River[b] to the ends of the earth. 
11 As for you, because of the blood of my covenant with you, I will free your prisoners from the 

waterless pit. 12 Return to your fortress, you prisoners of hope; 

    even now I announce that I will restore twice as much to you. 
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New Testament Reading - Philippians 2:5-11 
Imitating Christ’s Humility 

5 In your relationships with one another, have the same mindset as Christ Jesus: 

6 Who, being in very nature[a] God, 

    did not consider equality with God something to be used to his own advantage; 
7 rather, he made himself nothing 

    by taking the very nature[b] of a servant, 

    being made in human likeness. 
8 And being found in appearance as a man, 

    he humbled himself 

    by becoming obedient to death— 

        even death on a cross! 

9 Therefore God exalted him to the highest place 

    and gave him the name that is above every name, 
10 that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, 

    in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 
11 and every tongue acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord, 

    to the glory of God the Father. 

Gospel Reading - John 12:20-43 

Jesus Predicts His Death 

20 Now there were some Greeks among those who went up to worship at the festival. 21 They came to 

Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, with a request. “Sir,” they said, “we would like to see 

Jesus.” 22 Philip went to tell Andrew; Andrew and Philip in turn told Jesus. 

23 Jesus replied, “The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. 24 Very truly I tell you, unless a 

kernel of wheat falls to the ground and dies, it remains only a single seed. But if it dies, it produces 

many seeds. 25 Anyone who loves their life will lose it, while anyone who hates their life in this world 

will keep it for eternal life. 26 Whoever serves me must follow me; and where I am, my servant also will 

be. My Father will honor the one who serves me. 

27 “Now my soul is troubled, and what shall I say? ‘Father, save me from this hour’? No, it was for this 

very reason I came to this hour. 28 Father, glorify your name!” 

Then a voice came from heaven, “I have glorified it, and will glorify it again.” 29 The crowd that was 

there and heard it said it had thundered; others said an angel had spoken to him. 
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30 Jesus said, “This voice was for your benefit, not mine. 31 Now is the time for judgment on this 

world; now the prince of this world will be driven out. 32 And I, when I am lifted up[g] from the 

earth, will draw all people to myself.” 33 He said this to show the kind of death he was going to die. 

34 The crowd spoke up, “We have heard from the Law that the Messiah will remain forever, so how can 

you say, ‘The Son of Man must be lifted up’? Who is this ‘Son of Man’?” 

35 Then Jesus told them, “You are going to have the light just a little while longer. Walk while you have 

the light, before darkness overtakes you. Whoever walks in the dark does not know where they are 

going. 36 Believe in the light while you have the light, so that you may become children of 

light.” When he had finished speaking, Jesus left and hid himself from them. 

Belief and Unbelief Among the Jews 

37 Even after Jesus had performed so many signs in their presence, they still would not believe in 

him. 38 This was to fulfill the word of Isaiah the prophet: 

“Lord, who has believed our message 

    and to whom has the arm of the Lord been revealed?”[h] 

39 For this reason they could not believe, because, as Isaiah says elsewhere: 

40 “He has blinded their eyes 

    and hardened their hearts, 

so they can neither see with their eyes, 

    nor understand with their hearts, 

    nor turn—and I would heal them.”[i] 

41 Isaiah said this because he saw Jesus’ glory and spoke about him. 

42 Yet at the same time many even among the leaders believed in him. But because of the 

Pharisees they would not openly acknowledge their faith for fear they would be put out of the 

synagogue; 43 for they loved human praise more than praise from God. 
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