
“Mothers Show Us More of God”  1 

This Week at Living Word 2 

Celebrations/Devotional Time 2 

Stewardship Snapshot 2 

A Blessed Mother’s Day 3 

Missions of the Month 4 

Living Word News 5 

5-12-2024 Message Outline 8 

Council Meeting Notes 6 

Movie Night 7 

    PRAYER CHAIN          
       REQUESTS 

       Eleanor  Galik 

   for immediate prayers 

Volume 33, Issue 18 May 12, 2024 

Living Word 
Lutheran Church 

“Mothers Show Us More of God” 

Living in the Word...that the 
Word may live in others. 

16301 South Wolf Road 
Orland Park, IL  60467 

      
livingwordorland.org 

intouchlwlc@yahoo.com 
       

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS 
Mon - Fri  9 am - 2 pm 

       
SUNDAY SCHEDULE 

  9:15 am   Adult study 

Inside this issue: 

I’ve had dozens of mothers. That may raise a few eyebrows around town, but it shouldn’t sur-
prise us as Christians. After all, Jesus promised us much in following Him. Clearly, motherhood is 
about more than just physically giving birth. In my case, the main mother in my life was my bio-
logical mom. It may be easy to romanticize motherhood, but only one person picked up after me 
when I was little and made the best food ever created. Stories of my mother’s love could fill an-
nals in God’s library of unrecognized faithfulness, even though true motherhood is more broad 
than just that. 
God’s Glory, Many Mothers 
Motherhood reflects the glory of God. It is the particularly feminine shape of holiness that women 
of faith strive for. Childbearing symbolizes the creational role of women because motherhood is 
the clearest example of the difference between men and women. When I was a child, a middle-
aged woman slipped a torn corner of the church bulletin in my hand with a Bible reference pen-
ciled on it. She said it was her favorite passage and that I might like it too. And I remember a 
young lady with a felt board teaching a Sunday school class on baptism, and that’s when I 
learned what baptism meant. Mothers are everywhere, if we only have eyes to see them. Moth-
erhood is woven into the very fabric of creation, and God says that all of creation tells about his 
glory. What, then, does God have to teach us about his glory through motherhood? 
Moms Give New Life 
When God made men and women in his image, he gifted women with a peculiar way to show-
case his image. Women, like God, have the gift of generative love. A woman has the ability to 
love a man in such a way that she can turn it into a human being. Indeed, women are the type of 
people whom other people come out of. Mothers have a kind of incarnational power. They incar-
nate marital love in a human person. In other words, women manifest the glorious love of God 
through creation, through birth. The unique gift of generation that was given to women is precise-
ly what was damaged at the fall. Now, there is pain in childbearing (Genesis 3:16). The pain of 
birth tarnishes the gift of motherhood. But the tarnish makes way for a new possibility: redemp-
tion. After the fall, women can still generate human life, but they must do so by embracing their 
curse. Mothers embrace the pain of their fallen nature, they embrace death, and from that death 
a life is born. In every birth, a mother gives of herself for the sake of her child. So, because of the 
fall, motherhood not only reflects the generating love of God in creation, but also the regenerat-
ing love of Christ on the cross. Mothers embrace the curse so that we may be born, and Christ 
embraced the curse so that we may be reborn. 
Moms Welcome and Nurture 
Motherhood also reflects the glories of holy submission. In the very anatomy of sex, women are 
called to a kind of submission in order to be a mother. The man is the farmer who scatters his 
seed, while his wife is the fertile ground that embraces, accepts, and grows the seed. So, it is 
fitting that mothers are called to welcome and receive godly initiative from their husbands. Moth-
ers are called to showcase to all people, including men, how they should act towards God. Hu-
man beings submit to Christ’s loving kingship, and eternal life is planted in our hearts. Because 
Eve did not submit to God in the garden, all the world fell into chaos. Mary did submit to God, 
and the whole world was saved through the seed planted in her. All mothers tell the gospel story. 
Also, motherhood reflects the nurturing nature of God. When a woman bears a child, she nurses 
him and cares for him, as his source of life outside the womb. When a person is born from 
above, God does not leave that Christian to themselves, but cares for them and nurtures them as 
a mother, and he does this through his church. This is why the church is often called our mother.  



Page 2 This Week at Living Word 

May Celebrations 

DEVOTIONAL OF THE WEEK  But you belong to God, my dear children. You have already won a victory over those people, be-
cause the Spirit who lives in you is greater than the spirit who lives in the world. - 1 John 4:4 (NLT) 
 

The evil one is defeated, but still active in our present world. We should be aware of this, and guard our hearts and minds against 
false doctrine, but we need not fear, for the victory is already won. By continuing to search the Scriptures, and by daily remaining 
in fellowship with God, we can discern God’s truth and know what is of God and what is not. 
 

VERSE OF THE MONTH Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid or terrified because of them, for the LORD your God goes 
with you; he will never leave you nor forsake you.” - Deuteronomy 31:6 

Opportunities to Connect with God 
PUSH PRAYER meets every Tuesday at 10:00 a.m. to pray for our church, community and world.  We wel-
come requests (call 708-403-9673) or visit our website to send in your prayer request, or join us for 30-40 
minutes each week. 
RADIO & TV OPPORTUNITIES 
· Worship Anew—8:00 a.m. Sunday -  Comcast channel 184 (TLN) & 8 (SD) , WPWR channel 50, AT&T U-verse 

channel 1008   (HD) & 8 (SD), Dish Network # 8495;   10:30 a.m. Sunday - DIRECTV channel 377 (TCT) 

· The Lutheran Hour    10 a.m. and 6 p.m.   Sundays on 1230 AM; and 9:30 a.m. Sundays on 1580 AM 

ADULT BIBLE STUDY usually meets every Sunday morning in the conference room from 9:30 to 9:55. Please join Pastor Lee 
and the others every Sunday as they learn about the Word of God. 

            

                           
                      May 5th  

       17 Worshipped, 16 Communed 
                2 Watched Live                                                                                      
                7 Watched Later     
              25 Total            
               Financial Support  
     $1,395.00 Total General Fund Deposit  

Stewardship Snapshot 

Devotional Time 

PRAYER REQUEST OF THANKSGIVING for Pastor John as he is in the regular assisted living building. He is now able to join in 
the meals in the dining area and/or any activities that he can participate in, just as long as he has someone with him. His new room 
number is at the bottom of this page. He has expressed that he is up to having visitors again. Just plan on short visits with him so 
he doesn’t try to overdo it and won’t get too overwhelmed. Please keep him and his family in your prayers as they are very con-
cerned about Pastor John, but are very thankful for his improved condition. If you would like to send cards or well wishes or to call 
him, here is the complete address: John Bucka, C/O Victorian Village, Rm #108, 12600 Renaissance Circle, Homer Glen, IL 
60491. Phone number for Victorian Village is 708-578-7091, so just ask for Pastor John Bucka when they answer. 
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And we are very thankful for both! 

“Mothers Show Us More of God” 
We are born into her through our baptism; she nurses us on the milk of God’s word and feeds us the very body and blood of 
Christ. The mother of Proverbs 31:10–31 provides food, makes clothes, and deals with finances. In other words, the whole 
house would fall apart without the mother. Without mothers, we would be naked, hungry, and afraid. So, mothers are a visual 
picture of God’s tangible care for us through the church. 
Moms Have Faith, Not Necessarily Children 
Mothers take the abstract feelings of love and incarnate that love by making a child — and yet I have seen women who are 
struggling through the pain of infertility still incarnate that same love through a good meal, a hospitable home, or a hard day’s 
labor. These labors are all the more special because they are birthed out of suffering. Likewise, an unmarried woman may nev-
er nurture physical offspring, but so pour herself into the lives of the church’s young that she walks around with a rambunctious 
band of kids in tow — a Mary Poppins of Christendom. In many such women, I have seen the mother of Proverbs 31 who nev-
er lets a fellow Christian go hungry, works hard to clothe the needy, and takes care to make sure the life of the church runs 
smoothly. So, even a woman without biological offspring can have Christian children who “rise up and call her blessed” 
(Proverbs 31:28). The church is filled with children of God like me who need the mothering of many women. 
Mothers Show Us God 
Mothers are a gift to all humanity because they show us what God is like. In a loving mother, we see Christ, who longs to gath-
er his people like a mother hen would gather her chicks under her wings. My mom was one of my greatest heroes, and I am 
the fruit of her labors and love. I have seen in her the God who gives me the courage to submit myself to his reign and the 
strength to give myself for the sake of others. 
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May Mission of the Month 
MAY MISSION OF THE MONTH SPEAKER will be a representative from PASS. There will be a short presentation at the end of 
service on this Sunday, May 12th. It has been quite sometime since we have partnered with them. They reached out to us again 
letting us know about their current diaper drive. Please see below the different items and sizes they need the most. We also will 
be collecting monetary donations and they can buy what is needed afterwards. 
 

PASS network for life will be hosting a Diaper Drive 
 

Newborn, up to 10 lbs., Small, 8-14 lbs. (Size 1), Small/Medium, 12-18 lbs. (Size 2) 
Medium, 16-28 lbs. (Size 3), Large, 22-37 lbs. (Size 4)*, Ex. Large, 27+ lbs. (Size 5)* 
XX Large, 35+ lbs. (Size 6)*, Training Pants/Pull Ups, Wipes* & Baby Wash* 

*Most needed items in our centers. 
 

Additionally, PASS is in need of onesies, sleepers, socks, bibs, fitted crib sheets and sea-
sonal clothing.  PASS accepts new and gently used baby clothing up to size 5T.  All items, 
including diapers, are placed in the Baby Boutique at each of the PASS pregnancy centers.  
Mothers earn points by attending PASS classes through the Abundant Life Program and re-
deem the points in the Baby Boutique.  All items are made available to PASS clients by the 
kindness and generosity of others.  Thank you! 

Former Mission of the Month 
REDEEMING LIFE OUTREACH MINISTRIES has finally finished the new maternity home in East Dundee. If you are interested, 
they are having an open house on Saturday, May 18th. Their home church, Immanuel Lutheran will be hosting the celebration 
with a worship service, shuttle service to the home and back, and they will also be serving food that afternoon. 
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CARE MEALS HAVE RETURNED! We have started up our Care Meal Teams again. We have one team of volunteers to help or 
assist with cooking or buying different dishes for meals for our families that are going through medical issues, hospital stays, 
treatments and those who might have lost loved ones recently. We currently have 5 volunteers, and we will always accept more 
people to step up to give a helping hand. We don’t need you to have to cook anything, one will donate money when need be. If 
you are interested in volunteering, please let me or Diana know. There is a sign up sheet on the desk in the fellowship hall as 
well. Thank you in advance for your service and support towards this ministry.  

IF YOU NEED TOILET PAPER, we have changed over to a different brand of toilet paper this past month as our older toilet and 
sewer system  needs a touch more of tender loving care. Please feel free to help yourself to the toilet paper that will be on the 
counter in thee fellowship hall, and if not, just see me in the office. 

PRESCHOOL IS AT CAPACITY This is now her biggest class yet since the fall of 2019. She now has 10 students either graduat-
ing or moving up next Sunday. Please keep spreading the word about what a wonderful teacher Mrs. Diana is and what a wonder-
ful program that she has at the  preschool. The kids had a wonderful year learning about farm animals, and under the sea, what 
they think they would like to be when they grow up. They have met a lot of new friends and learned their letters, new songs, 
shapes and numbers. Mrs. Diana has had a very busy year with them. Please try to be here at church next Sunday, they have 
been working on the graduation program very hard the past few weeks and they are so excited about singing for us. Diana has had 
a couple of tours as parents are getting ready for next fall, so let’s keep her and our preschool in our prayers for another successful 
year of school.  

NEED A CHRISTMAS TREE? Please contact me in the office if you’re in need of a different Christmas Tree for next year. With all 
of the truly generous Christmas donations within the past couple of years, we are looking to pass the generosity forward to anyone 
who is need of a tree. It is never too early to think about Christmas and decorating for the festive holiday, lol. 

CONGRATULATIONS to Diana and our website. Diana has been continually trying to improve our website, and we have placed 
among the top websites from OurChurch.com. With this honor, we get another credit for our bill. 

SECURITY CAMERAS have been replaced and new ones have been installed. We have them around the outside of the building 
and a couple inside the building as well. 

MOWING OPPORTUNITIES are still available if you are interested and able to help our mow crew. We currently have about 3 or 4 
people who have volunteered to help us out each week. This is a huge help for us to save money. 

A NEED FOR YOU AND A NEED FOR CHURCH As church attendance numbers fade across the nation and online services be-
come very convenient (who doesn't love not getting ready in the morning or leaving their home?!), it's important to remember why 
church attendance for you and your family matters so much. You can't serve from your sofa. You can't have community of faith on 
your sofa or from your bed. You can't experience the power of a room full of believers worshipping together from your sofa or from 
under the covers. Christians aren't consumers either. We are contributors. We don't watch. We engage. We give. We sacrifice. We 
encourage. We pray by laying hands on the hurting. We do life together. The church needs you. And you need the church. Wher-
ever you are, find a local church where you and your family can be part of community and use your talents to advance the kingdom 
and reach others. To come alongside one another physically, not just through a screen. While I'm grateful for technology to keep 
people connected that can't physically come to a facility or need to be away, it's absolutely not like being in the building. Never will 
be. Yes, church on the sofa is nice. But it'll never be the same as church in the sanctuary.  We look forward to seeing everyone in 
church, besides WE are your church family.  

MARK YOUR CALENDAR for our movie night on May 31st at 6:30 pm. We will showing the movie “Letter to the American 
Church”. Please call or email me to let me know that you are coming and how many will be with your group. Neal has delivered the 
book along with several flyers to the local churches, who have been very supportive. The flyer is on pag 7 of this newsletter with 
more details. 

COUNCIL MEETING was Wednesday, May 8th at 7:00pm. They discussed the Call Committee updates, Preschool, worship ser-
vice surveys, the upcoming movie night, and financial updates. Council meeting notes can be found on the following page. 

TRANSITION TEAM met with two of the three pastors that we have from the district and we will be meeting with the third on Mon-
day, May13th. Once we have talked to all of them and we have all of the information that we need, we will be presenting the out-
come from all of our meetings. 
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Living Word Lutheran Church  

Council Notes 

Wednesday, May 8, 2024, at 7 pm 

 

Attendees: Diana M, Neal H, Bill M, Ken M, Phil H, and Paul H 

 

Phil opened the meeting with a prayer at 7:12 pm. We then went over the financials for the month of April. Nothing 
stood out but Ken will be looking into our OOMA and phone service to see if there is another service we could be using for a 
lower cost that still gives us the features we need. The security cameras as of right now were paid for out of the General Fund. 
We will talk next month about if we need to reimburse the General Fund from the Tech Fund or use funds in the Tech Fund for 
other items needed. Diana did present the council with 2 quotes from AV Church as our lectern mic does not work any more 
and our sound system needs a major upgrade especially when it comes to our sound for online streaming. Paul was going to 
look into some different Bluetooth mics and Neal was going to ask a few churches he knows who they use for their sound sys-
tems to get a few other quotes. We will discuss this at next month's meeting.  

Diana let everyone know that May’s tuition for preschool was turned in. That we will be having around 75 people in 
attendance on May 19th for our preschool graduation service. She ordered sandwiches and cupcakes from Jewel and will get 
a few other items. She will then provide all the receipts for Bill and he will reimburse her from the preschool fund. As of right 
now we have 4 students for the 2024/2025 school year. She just gave a tour to someone last week and will follow up in the 
coming weeks. She will continue to post that people can schedule tours for our preschool and will also have stuff to pass out 
at VBS.  

Diana and Ken gave an update to the council about how their 1st two interviews went with two possible pastors. The 
Call Committee has another interview scheduled for the 13th and then will find time to meet as a committee to discuss who 
they may want to talk to again and maybe some follow-up questions they may have for them. Diana will be providing one pas-
tor with an approved budget to the one pastor who asked to see it.  

Neal gave Diana the DVD, “Letter to the American Church” to test for our upcoming movie night on May 31st. As of 
now, we have about 16 people attending the movie. Neal and Ken have been passing out books and flyers to local churches 
and Bev has been mailing flyers out to our members. Diana did test the movie on Thursday the 9th and it works and is all set 
for the movie night.  

We were presented with a proposal from Proven IT about possibly buying a copier instead of leasing the one we 
have. This would be a possible savings for the church. There were some follow-up questions about the proposal that Neal will 
ask the vendor. We will discuss this again at our next council meeting.  

Lastly, Neal did have the property surveyed and we have found out that the neighbor who has the trampoline and 
chairs in their backyard is actually on our property. Also on the townhouse side, some neighbor's landscaping is on our prop-
erty. The council was not concerned with the landscaping as the neighbor does take excellent care of it and looks nice. Neal 
will contact the neighbor with the trampoline and chairs to move his items onto his property.  Neal said that the townhouse 
neighbors may just need to sign something that we agree that they can keep their landscaping but that is on our property. 
Neal said the townhomes board will have a meeting in November at our church.  

With no further items to discuss the meeting was adjourned at 9:01 pm with a prayer from Phil.  
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“Delight in the Law of the Lord” 
 
     Psalm 1 says: “Blessed is the one who does not walk in step with the wicked or stand in the way that sinners take 
or sit in the company of mockers, but whose delight is in the law of the Lord…” 
 
1) Delight in your WITNESS of the Lord. 
     12 Then the apostles returned to Jerusalem from the hill called the Mount of Olives, a Sabbath day’s walk from the 
city. 13 When they arrived, they went upstairs to the room where they were staying. Those present were Peter, John, James and 
Andrew; Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew; James son of Alphaeus and Simon the Zealot, and Judas son of 
James. 14 They all joined together constantly in prayer, along with the women and Mary the mother of Jesus, and with his 
brothers. 15 In those days Peter stood up among the believers (a group numbering about a hundred and twenty) 16 and said, 
“Brothers and sisters, the Scripture had to be fulfilled in which the Holy Spirit spoke long ago through David concerning 
Judas, who served as guide for those who arrested Jesus. 17 He was one of our number and shared in our ministry.” 18 (With the 
payment he received for his wickedness, Judas bought a field; there he fell headlong, his body burst open and all his intestines 
spilled out. 19 Everyone in Jerusalem heard about this, so they called that field in their language Akeldama, that is, Field of 
Blood.) 20 “For,” said Peter, “it is written in the Book of Psalms: “‘May his place be deserted; let there be no one to dwell in it,’ 
and, “‘May another take his place of leadership.’ 21 Therefore it is necessary to choose one of the men who have been with us 
the whole time the Lord Jesus was living among us, 22 beginning from John’s baptism to the time when Jesus was taken up from 
us. For one of these must become a witness with us of his resurrection.” 23 So they nominated two men: Joseph called 
Barsabbas (also known as Justus) and Matthias. 24 Then they prayed, “Lord, you know everyone’s heart. Show us which of 
these two you have chosen 25 to take over this apostolic ministry, which Judas left to go where he belongs.” 26 Then they cast 
lots, and the lot fell to Matthias; so he was added to the eleven apostles.                                                Acts 1:12-26 
 
2) Delight in your TESTIMONY about the Lord. 
      9 We accept human testimony, but God’s testimony is greater be-cause it is the testimony of God, which he has given about 
his Son.  10 Whoever believes in the Son of God accepts this testimony. Whoever doesn’t believe God has made him out to be a 
liar, because they have not believed the testimony God has given about his Son. 11 And this is the testimony: God has given us 
eternal life, and this life is in his Son. 12 Whoever has the Son has life; whoever does not have the Son of God does not have life. 
13 I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God so that you may know that you have eternal life. 14 This 
is the confidence we have in approaching God: that if we ask anything according to his will, he hears us. 15 And if we know that 
he hears us—whatever we ask—we know that we have what we asked of him.    1 John 5:9-15 
 
3) Delight in your PROTECTION in the Lord. 
     Holy Father, protect them by the power of your name, the name you gave me, so that they may be one as we are 
one. 12 While I was with them, I protected them and kept them safe by that name you gave me. None has been lost except the 
one doomed to destruction so that Scripture would be fulfilled. 13 “I am coming to you now, but I say these things while I am still 
in the world, so that they may have the full measure of my joy within them. 14 I have given them your word and the world has 
hated them, for they are not of the world any more than I am of the world. 15 My prayer is not that you take them out of the world 
but that you protect them from the evil one. 16 They are not of the world, even as I am not of it. 17 Sanctify them by the truth; your 
word is truth. 18 As you sent me into the world, I have sent them into the world. 19 For them I sanctify myself, that they too may be 
truly sanctified.                                                                             John 17:11b-19 


