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"The Trinity—A Celebration of the Heart and Soul”

Every time we bless ourselves, we proclaim the mystery of the Trinity. Only the Christian reli-
gion teaches that there are three Persons in one God. It is a mystery we will never be able to
fully comprehend. Yet it is the heart and soul of our Christian life.

St. Ignatius of Loyola once had a revelation of the Trinity as a harmonic chord, with three notes
being played at the same time but forming one sound. This revelation was so overwhelming
that after receiving it, he wept tears of joy all day. God is not an isolated, contained being. His
nature is to be communal. The one being of God is really the interrelationship between the Fa-
ther, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.

As Christians, we share in this Trinitarian love and life. God is not some impersonal force liv-
ing far away from us in some other universe. He sent his Son to become one of us so that we
could share in his eternal and all-consuming personal life. As disciples of Jesus, we are invited
to live within the love of the Holy Trinity. At baptism, we received the intimate, divine life of the
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Through the death and resurrection of Jesus, we become sons
and daughters of the Father. By the power of the Holy Spirit, he is our Father, just as Jesus is
our brother. We should never view the Trinity as only an intellectual concept that has no practi-
cal bearing on our lives. The Trinity is our life. Every day we can affirm this truth. We live within
the love offered to us each moment by a merciful God who wants us within the very center of
his being. To gain us this privilege, the Father sacrificed his Son on the cross. The Holy Spirit
has been given to us as a foretaste of the heavenly joys that await us. On this feast day of the
Trinity, let us rejoice at the gift of life and love that has been so freely offered. Spend time to-
day praying to each Person of the Trinity. Thank the Father, your Creator, for the magnificence
of the earth and for the life he has given to you. Thank the Son, Jesus Christ, for his obedience
to his Father’s will and for the shedding of his blood, which has redeemed you. Thank the Holy
Spirit, who sanctifies you by his presence and who inflames your heart with love for God.
Meditate on John 3:16: God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, that whoever be-
lieves in him should not perish but have eternal life. Renounce any thoughts you might have
that you are not worthy of God’s love. In your mind, reaffirm the truth that God loves you pas-
sionately and unconditionally, and that he wants to share his life with you.

As you contemplate the love in the Trinity, ask the Holy Spirit to show you where you need to
love others the way God loves you. Then ask him for the grace to do so. Trinity Sunday is the
first Sunday after Pentecost to honor the Holy Trinity—the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Alt-
hough the word “trinity” does not appear in Scripture, it is taught in many biblical passages.
The concept of the trinity can never be completely understood or rationalized, but it is clearly
taught in Scripture. Understanding of all scriptural doctrine is by faith which comes through the
work of the Holy Spirit; therefore, it is appropriate that this mystery is celebrated the first Sun-
day after Pentecost, when the outpouring of the Holy Spirit first occurred.

On Trinity Sunday, the Christian Church ponders with joy and thanksgiving what the Father,
Son and Holy Spirit have done to accomplish the salvation of sinful humanity. It is brought to
remembrance how Christians should respond to the love God has shown us, praising Him and
giving Him glory. We remember the Father as our Creator, the Son as our Savior and the Holy
Spirit as our Comforter. Today, Trinity Sunday is to explain, to the best of man’s ability, the
clues written in Scripture to guide us to a fuller understanding of our triune God. The Father is
God from the beginning; Jesus revealed Himself as equal to the Father in, “l and the Father
are one.” Together, they sent the Holy Spirit. “Go therefore and make disciples of all nations,
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit”.
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Ministry Support Coordinator, Diana Motel
dianamotel@yahoo.com
Leadership Team
Neal Hartz - President

Ken Marks—Vice President
Bill Merchantz - Treasurer

Diane C.

Diana Motel - Secretary

Members at Large
Paul Huang

May 19th
72 Worshipped

2 Watched Live
10 Watched Later
84 Total

Financial Support

$915.00 General Fund
$271.00 From Preschool Families
$1,186.00 Total General Fund Deposit

Devotional Time

Opportunities to Connect with God

PUSH PRAYER meets every Tuesday at 10:00 a.m. to pray for our church, community and world. We wel-
come requests (call 708-403-9673) or visit our website to send in your prayer request, or join us for 30-40

minutes each week.
RADIO & TV OPPORTUNITIES

o Worship Anew—38:00 a.m. Sunday - Comcast channel 184 (TLN) & 8 (SD) , WPWR channel 50, AT&T U-verse

channel 1008 (HD) & 8 (SD), Dish Network # 8495; 10:30 a.m. Sunday - DIRECTV channel 377 (TCT)
o The Lutheran Hour 10a.m.and 6 p.m. Sundays on 1230 AM; and 9:30 a.m. Sundays on 1580 AM
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ADULT BIBLE STUDY usually meets every Sunday morning in the conference room from 9:30 to 9:55. Please join Pastor Lee
and the others every Sunday as they learn about the Word of God.

DEVOTIONAL OF THE WEEK And as we live in God, our love grows more perfect. So we will not be afraid on the day of judg-
ment, but we can face him with confidence because we live like Jesus here in this world. - 1 John 4:17 (NLT)

As we stay connected to Christ, His love flows both into us and through us. Flowing into us, it counters the accusations of the ene-
my and assures us of God’s forgiveness and acceptance— our names are written in the Lamb’s book of life. Flowing through us, it
grows and becomes more perfect, enabling us to love others into God's family as well. Let God'’s love grow in you today.

VERSE OF THE MONTH Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid or terrified because of them, for the LORD your God goes

with you; he will never leave you nor forsake you.”

- Deuteronomy 31:6

PRAYER REQUEST OF THANKSGIVING for Pastor John as he is in the regular assisted living building. He is now able to join in
the meals in the dining area and/or any activities that he can participate in, just as long as he has someone with him. His new room
number is at the bottom of this page. He has expressed that he is up to having visitors again. Just plan on short visits with him so
he doesn't try to overdo it and won't get too overwhelmed. Please keep him and his family in your prayers as they are very con-
cerned about Pastor John, but are very thankful for his improved condition. If you would like to send cards or well wishes or to call
him, here is the complete address: John Bucka, C/O Victorian Village, Rm #108, 12600 Renaissance Circle, Homer Glen, IL
60491. Phone number for Victorian Village is 708-578-7091, so just ask for Pastor John Bucka when they answer.
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May Mission of the Month

MAY MISSION OF THE MONTH is PASS. We had Paula visiting us a couple of weeks ago to give is a short presentation at the
end of service. It has been quite sometime since we have partnered with them. They reached out to us again letting us know
about their current diaper drive. Please see below the different items and sizes they need the most. We also will be collecting

monetary donations and they can buy what is needed afterwards. Plus she had also talked to a few of us about volunteering
opportunities.

PASS network for life will be hosting a Diaper Drive

Newborn, up to 10 lbs., Small, 8-14 Ibs. (Size 1), Small/Medium, 12-18 Ibs. (Size 2)
Medium, 16-28 Ibs. (Size 3), Large, 22-37 lbs. (Size 4)*, Ex. Large, 27+ lbs. (Size 5)*
XX Large, 35+ Ibs. (Size 6)*, Training Pants/Pull Ups, Wipes* & Baby Wash*

*Most needed items in our centers.

Additionally, PASS is in need of onesies, sleepers, socks, bibs, fitted crib sheets and sea-
sonal clothing. PASS accepts new and gently used baby clothing up to size 5T. All items,
including diapers, are placed in the Baby Boutique at each of the PASS pregnancy centers.
Mothers earn points by attending PASS classes through the Abundant Life Program and re-
deem the points in the Baby Boutique. All items are made available o PASS clients by the

kindness and generosity of others. Thank youl | m}\ A
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April Mission of the Month

THANK YOU for the continued support for the Peace Officer’s Bibles Project. Even
though April has been over with for a few weeks now, we still have been receiving dona-
tions in the mail and at church. Just last week another $340.00 was deposited into the
General Fund for this very worthwhile mission. That brings the total to over $2,600 now.
We also have three checks here at church that will be deposited into the account next
week. As always thank so very much for the outstanding generosity that you have al-
ways shown to our community and our missions each month. Pastor Lee has been very
busy working on the 96-page forward based upon his experience as a police officer and
a chaplain, and as a pastor. He is very grateful to the overwhelming support that you
have shown him. All of this will help in the production and the distribution of these bibles.

for
Peace Officers
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5-26-24 Message Outline

“The Lord Shakes the Desert”
Psalm 29 says: “The Lord shakes the desert...”

1) God the Father shakes His TEMPLE.

In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord, high and exalted, seated on a throne; and the train of his
robe filled the temple. “ Above him were seraphim, each with six wings: With two wings they covered their faces,
with two they covered their feet, and with two they were flying. * And they were calling to one another: “Holy, holy,
holy is the Lord Almighty; the whole earth is full of his glory.” * At the sound of their voices the doorposts and
thresholds shook, and the temple was filled with smoke. *“Woe to me!” I cried. “I am ruined! For I am a man of
unclean lips, and I live among a people of unclean lips, and my eyes have seen the King, the Lord Almighty.”
Then one of the seraphim flew to me with a live coal in his hand, which he had taken with tongs from the
altar. 7 With it he touched my mouth and said, “See, this has touched your lips; your guilt is taken away and your sin
atoned for.” ® Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send? And who will go for us?” And I said,
“Here am I. Send me!” Isaiah 6:1-8

2) God the Son shakes His TOMB.

4 Then Peter stood up with the Eleven, raised his voice and addressed the crowd: 22«Fellow Israelites, listen to
this: Jesus of Nazareth was a man accredited by God to you by miracles, wonders and signs, which God did among
you through him, as you yourselves know. >’ This man was handed over to you by God’s deliberate plan and
foreknowledge; and you, with the help of wicked men, put him to death by nailing him to the cross. **But God
raised him from the dead, freeing him from the agony of death, because it was impossible for death to keep its hold
on him. ?* David said about him: “‘I saw the Lord always before me. Because he is at my right hand, I will not be
shaken. % Therefore my heart is glad and my tongue rejoices; my body also will rest in hope, *’ because you will not
abandon me to the realm of the dead, you will not let your holy one see decay. ** You have made known to me the
paths of life; you will fill me with joy in your presence.” * “Fellow Israelites, I can tell you confidently that the
patriarch David died and was buried, and his tomb is here to this day. ** But he was a prophet and knew that God
had promised him on oath that he would place one of his descendants on his throne. *' Seeing what was to come, he
spoke of the resurrection of the Messiah, that he was not abandoned to the realm of the dead, nor did his body see
decay. ** God has raised this Jesus to life, and we are all witnesses of it. ** Exalted to the right hand of God, he has
received from the Father the promised Holy Spirit and has poured out what you now see and hear. ** For David did
not ascend to heaven, and yet he said, ““The Lord said to my Lord: “Sit at my right hand *until I make your
enemies a footstool for your feet.”” *“Therefore let all Israel be assured of this: God has made this Jesus, whom
you crucified, both Lord and Messiah.” Acts 2:14a, 22-36

3) God the Holy Spirit shakes His TIMES.

3 Now there was a Pharisee, a man named Nicodemus who was a member of the Jewish ruling council. >He
came to Jesus at night and said, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has come from God. For no one could
perform the signs you are doing if God were not with him.” ? Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you, no one can see the
kingdom of God unless they are born again.” * “How can someone be born when they are old?” Nicodemus asked.
“Surely they cannot enter a second time into their mother’s womb to be born!” * Jesus answered, “Very truly I tell
you, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless they are born of water and the Spirit. ® Flesh gives birth to flesh,
but the Spirit gives birth to spirit. ’ You should not be surprised at my saying, “You must be born again.” ® The wind
blows wherever it pleases. You hear its sound, but you cannot tell where it comes from or where it is going. So it is
with everyone born of the Spirit.” ?“How can this be?” Nicodemus asked. '*“You are Israel’s teacher,” said
Jesus, “and do you not understand these things? "' Very truly I tell you, we speak of what we know, and we testify
to what we have seen, but still you people do not accept our testimony. '*I have spoken to you of earthly things and
you do not believe; how then will you believe if I speak of heavenly things? *No one has ever gone into
heaven except the one who came from heaven—the Son of Man. " Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the
wilderness, so the Son of Man must be lifted up, ' that everyone who believes may have eternal life in him.” '® For
God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have
eternal life. ' For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him.

John 3:1-17
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CARE MEALS HAVE RETURNED! We have started up our Care Meal Teams again. We have one team of volunteers to help or
assist with cooking or buying different dishes for meals for our families that are going through medical issues, hospital stays,
treatments and those who might have lost loved ones recently. We currently have 5 volunteers, and we will always accept more
people to step up to give a helping hand. We don't need you to have to cook anything, one will donate money when need be. If
you are interested in volunteering, please let me or Diana know. There is a sign up sheet on the desk in the fellowship hall as
well. Thank you in advance for your service and support towards this ministry.

TRANSITION TEAM met with all three pastors that we have from the district. Since we have talked to all three of them and we
have all of the information that we need, we will be prayerfully considering all 3 of them and making our decision for the congrega-
tion to vote to call the pastor that will best fit our needs. The transition team will be having a meeting after service today as to how
we will be proceeding, and which of the pastors that we will present to the congregation. We will be announcing a date for a congre-
gation voters’ meeting sometime in June. Please keep the transition team , the three pastors and of course, our church in your

prayers.

IF YOU NEED TOILET PAPER, we have changed over to a different brand of toilet paper this past month as our older toilet and
sewer system needs a touch more of tender loving care. Please feel free to help yourself to the toilet paper that will be on the
counter in the fellowship hall, and if not, just see me in the office.

PRESCHOOL is now closed for the summer months. She has 4 students enrolled for next fall already. Please keep spreading the
word about what a wonderful teacher Mrs. Diana is and what a wonderful program that she has at the preschool. The kids had a
wonderful year learning about farm animals, and under the sea, what they think they would like to be when they grow up. They
have met a lot of new friends and learned their letters, new songs, shapes and numbers. Mrs. Diana has had a very busy year with
them. Diana has had a couple of tours as parents are getting ready for next fall, so let’'s keep her and our preschool in our prayers
for another successful year of school.

NEED A CHRISTMAS TREE? Please contact me in the office if you're in need of a different Christmas Tree for next year. With all
of the truly generous Christmas donations within the past couple of years, we are looking to pass the generosity forward to anyone
who is need of a tree. It is never too early to think about Christmas and decorating for the festive holiday, lol.

CONGRATULATIONS to Diana and our website. Diana has been continually trying to improve our website, and we have placed
among the top websites from OurChurch.com. With this honor, we get another credit for our bill.

SECURITY CAMERAS have been replaced and new ones have been installed. We have them around the outside of the building
and a couple inside the building as well.

MOWING OPPORTUNITIES are still available if you are interested and able to help our mow crew. We currently have about 3 or 4
people who have volunteered to help us out each week. This is a huge help for us to save money.

A NEED FOR YOU AND A NEED FOR CHURCH As church attendance numbers fade across the nation and online services be-
come very convenient (who doesn't love not getting ready in the morning or leaving their home?!), it's important to remember why
church attendance for you and your family matters so much. You can't serve from your sofa. You can't have community of faith on
your sofa or from your bed. You can't experience the power of a room full of believers worshipping together from your sofa or from
under the covers. Christians aren't consumers either. We are contributors. We don't watch. We engage. We give. We sacrifice. We
encourage. We pray by laying hands on the hurting. We do life together. The church needs you. And you need the church. Wher-
ever you are, find a local church where you and your family can be part of community and use your talents to advance the kingdom
and reach others. To come alongside one another physically, not just through a screen. While I'm grateful for technology to keep
people connected that can't physically come to a facility or need to be away, it's absolutely not like being in the building. Never will
be. Yes, church on the sofa is nice. But it'll never be the same as church in the sanctuary. We look forward to seeing everyone in
church, besides WE are your church family.

MARK YOUR CALENDAR for our movie night on May 31st at 6:30 pm. We will showing the movie “Letter to the American
Church”. Please call or email me to let me know that you are coming and how many will be with your group. Neal and Ken has de-
livered the book along with several flyers to the local churches, who have been very supportive. We will have refreshments served
after the movie. This hopes to be a great fellowship time along with members of our surrounding community. The flyer is on page 6
of this newsletter with more details.
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AMERICAN

Living Word Lutheran Church
5.31.24 9
16301 Wolf Road
Movie starts at 6:30 p.m. Orland Park, IL 60467

Based off the book. Movie is an hour long.
Light refreshments will be served after the movie

Register by May 24th by calling our church
office Monday - Friday between 9am -2 pm
at 708-403- 9673 or email us at
intouchlwlc@yahoo.com



