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"The Ascension of Our Lord”
The Lord Jesus made a final appearance in His risen body to His disciples. He promised them

the gift of the Holy Spirit and then was taken from their sight. And the Spirit descended at Pen-
tecost, empowering the Church to set the world ablaze with the Gospel.

Just think, for a moment, what this must have been like for those first disciples. Having come
to know the Lord Jesus, having walked with Him, having witnessed His death and resurrection,
they are sent out in the power of the Holy Spirit. The Ascension, what seems like an ending, is
in fact a beginning. And what an important lesson for Christian life. Even where there is pain
and suffering, and loss, what seems like an ending always, in God’s providence, opens to a
new beginning. There’s a lovely prayer in the Breviary which asks: ‘Lord, be the beginning and
end of all that we do and say.” How important to remember that God is always faithful to what
He begins. Even from the saddest of endings, He can bring something new. This is why we al-
ways see the outline of the risen Christ. Of course, since that first Easter morning the Lord has
always been risen. But the feast and season of Easter helps us, each year, to believe more
deeply that by dying He destroyed our death and by rising He restored our life. Again and
again, each day, we return to the empty tomb — we must return to the empty tomb — to hear
afresh the glorious Good News that ‘He is risen.’ Christ ascended not to distance Himself from
us, but so that we might be confident of following where He has gone before us. This feast af-
firms our faith. The Lord Jesus is alive: alive in His Church; alive in His Word; alive in His Sac-
raments; alive in the world. He lives in you by the power of His Spirit. Risen, ascended, and
glorified, He is, forever, God with us, God for us, God beside and God within us. Because He is
risen, we really do have hope. Because He conquered death, we really can have eternal life.
Because He returned to His Father, we have a way to heaven. Because He sent us the Holy
Spirit we can step forward carrying the Good News. Were Christ not risen, not ascended, and
not reigning, then our faith — would mean nothing. But Christ is risen. Christ has ascended.
Christ is reigning. And this faith means everything. So many people have said, 1 do not know
how | would coped without my faith.’ In a changed world and country in a changed Church, and
with changed lives, we, nonetheless, cry alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! On the darkest days — what-
ever that means for you, and it will mean something to all of us — Christ is still risen. Faced with
doubt and sin - Christ is still risen. And it is with abounding joy that we raise the cry of victory.
St Luke wrote both his Gospel and the Acts of the Apostles. In them he gives two complemen-
tary accounts of the Lord’s Ascension. Just listen to the farewell instructions given by the Lord
Jesus to His disciples, and take to heart the particular words the Lord Jesus desires you to re-
ceive personally. Hear these words. Open your heart to the power of the Spirit to speak these
words to you: ‘You will be baptized with the Holy Spirit’ - ‘You are not to know times and dates
decided by the Father’ - ‘You will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon you’ - “You
will be my witnesses to the end of the earth’ - “You are to go and make disciples, baptizing in
the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit’ - “You are to teach them to ob-
serve all my commandments’ - ‘I am with you always, to the end of time’

These powerful words, followed by the Lord Jesus being taken up, out of their sight, left the
disciples stood mesmerized, stood looking up into the sky. It takes two angel-like figures to
bring them to their senses. Get on with it! Get on with what He told you. It's a message for to-
day for us all. Get on with it. Get on with sharing God’s love, with sharing God’s mercy. Get on
with living your faith with joy and with passion

‘You will be my witnesses,’ says the Lord Jesus before He ascends to His Father — “You will
be my witnesses.” In whatever way you can be a witness to Christ, in whatever way you are
being a witness to Christ, never forget that every moment, every second, our Savior promises
us — you and me - ‘/ am with you always; yes to the end of time.’
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Devotional Time
Opportunities to Connect with God

PUSH PRAYER meets every Tuesday at 10:00 a.m. to pray for our church, community and world. We welcome

requests (call 708-403-9673) or visit our website to send in your prayer request, or join us for 30-40 minutes each
week.

RADIO & TV OPPORTUNITIES
o Worship Anew—38:00 a.m. Sunday - Comcast channel 184 (TLN) & 8 (SD) , WPWR channel 50, AT&T U-verse chan-
nel 1008 (HD) & 8 (SD), Dish Network # 8495; 10:30 a.m. Sunday - DIRECTV channel 377 (TCT)

o The Lutheran Hour 10a.m.and 6 p.m. Sundays on 1230 AM; and 9:30 a.m. Sundays on 1580 AM

DEVOTIONAL OF THE WEEK And this is his commandment: We must believe in the name of his Son, Jesus Christ, and love
one another, just as he commanded us. - 1 John 3:23 (NLT)

God’s commandment for us is both simple and hard. It is simple because there aren’t hundreds of rules to follow. It is hard be-
cause it means we give up our will and submit to God'’s will. It is difficult to believe in Jesus rather than thinking “there’s got to be a
catch; | must have to do something.” It is difficult to love one another in our own strength, rather than letting God’s Spirit guide and
control our thoughts, words and actions as we relate to our Christian brothers and sisters. May God empower us today to believe
and love using God'’s strength, not our own.

VERSE OF THE MONTH The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge, but fools despise wisdom and instruction.
Proverbs 1:7

PRAYER REQUEST OF THANKSGIVING for Pastor John as he is in the regular assisted living building. He is now able to join in
the meals in the dining area and/or any activities that he can participate in, just as long as he has someone with him. His new room
number is at the bottom of this page. He has expressed that he is up to having visitors again. Just plan on short visits with him so
he doesn't try to overdo it and won't get too overwhelmed. Please keep him and his family in your prayers as they are very con-
cerned about Pastor John, but are very thankful for his improved condition. If you would like to send cards or well wishes or to call
him, here is the complete address: John Bucka, C/O Victorian Village, Rm #108, 12600 Renaissance Circle, Homer Glen, IL
60491. Phone number for Victorian Village is 708-578-7091, so just ask for Pastor John Bucka when they answer.
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Stewardship Snapshot
Church Contacts

. Church Contacts
AP’"' 281‘h intouchlwlc@yahoo.com
16 Worshipped Ministry Support Coordinator, Diana Motel
2 Watched Live dianamotel@yahoo.com
7 Watched Later Leadership Team
25 Total Neal Hartz - President
Financial Support Ken Marks—Vice President
$1,500.00 General Fund Bill Merchantz - Treasurer
$700.00 Mission of the Month (Police Bibles) Diana Motel - Secretary
$2,200.00 Total Deposit Paul Huang

Living Word Endowment Fund
LIVING WORD ENDOWMENT FUND (as of 4/30/2024)

The current value of the fund is $172,197.73 invested in Thrivent funds. Current market value exceeds cost of investments
by $31,852.64. Since inception (10/12/05), the Fund has earned interest and dividends totaling $55,363.92. Of this,
$27,681.96 will return to Living Word for growth initiatives.

THIS REPRESENTS A GIFT THAT KEEPS ON GIVING!

To Date: Total contributions $84,980.73
Market value over cost 31,852.64
Dividends and interest 55,363.92
Total market value $172,197.29

HOW THE ENDOWMENT FUND WORKS

Contributions treated as donation for tax purposes. Funds invested by Thrivent Financial. 50% of interest and dividends available for

church growth. Interested in estate planning? Call Tim Regan/Thrivent (708-326-4750). If any questions, call Bob Grossart

APRIL MISSION OF THE MONTH for the Peace Officer's Bibles was very good. We

OD’S WORD had collected a total of $2,281.00 for this very worthwhile cause. With all of the hard-
_ ships that our first responders deal with, they need this spiritual guidance. Pastor Lee

/( n has been busy working on the 96 page forward for this project.
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May Mission of the Month

MAY MISSION OF THE MONTH SPEAKER will be a representative from PASS. There will be a short presentation at the end of
service on May 12th. It has been quite sometime since we have partnered with them. They reached out to us again letting us
know about their current diaper drive. Please see below the different items and sizes they need the most. We also will be col-
lecting monetary donations and they can buy what is needed afterwards.

PASS network for life will be hosting a Diaper Drive

Newborn, up to 10 lbs., Small, 8-14 Ibs. (Size 1), Small/Medium, 12-18 Ibs. (Size 2)
Medium, 16-28 Ibs. (Size 3), Large, 22-37 lbs. (Size 4)*, Ex. Large, 27+ lbs. (Size 5)*
XX Large, 35+ Ibs. (Size 6)*, Training Pants/Pull Ups, Wipes* & Baby Wash*

*Most needed items in our centers.

Additionally, PASS is in need of onesies, sleepers, socks, bibs, fitted crib sheets and sea-
sonal clothing. PASS accepts new and gently used baby clothing up to size 5T. All items,
including diapers, are placed in the Baby Boutique at each of the PASS pregnancy centers.
Mothers earn points by attending PASS classes through the Abundant Life Program and re-
deem the points in the Baby Boutique. All items are made available to PASS clients by the
kindness and generosity of others. Thank youl
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Former Mission of the Month

REDEEMING LIFE OUTREACH MINISTRIES has finally finished the new maternity home in East Dundee. If you are interested,
they are having an open house on Saturday, May 18th. Their home church, Immanuel Lutheran will be hosting the celebration
with a worship service, shuttle service to the home and back, and they will also be serving food that afternoon.

CELEBRATION

Open House

4
"T:P Redierng Ll

Saturday, May 18

12 pm — 4 pm

Tl

Immanuel Lutheran Church
East Dundee, IL

Meet the founders of the ministry and take a
tour of the NEW HOME in East Dundee, IL!

& & & & & & & & & & & & & & & B @
Food will be served.
All are invited to worship at Immanuel at 5 pm.

Immanuel Lutheran « 310 E Main 5t. » East Dundee, IL
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CARE MEALS HAVE RETURNED! We have started up our Care Meal Teams again. We have one team of volunteers to help or
assist with cooking or buying different dishes for meals for our families that are going through medical issues, hospital stays,
treatments and those who might have lost loved ones recently. We currently have 5 volunteers, and we will always accept more
people to step up to give a helping hand. We don't need you to have to cook anything, one will donate money when need be. If
you are interested in volunteering, please let me or Diana know. There is a sign up sheet on the desk in the fellowship hall as
well. Thank you in advance for your service and support towards this ministry.

COUNCIL MEETING will be rescheduled from the third Thursday to this coming Wednesday, May 8th at 7:00pm. They will be dis-
cussing the Call Committee updates, Preschool, worship service surveys, the upcoming movie night, and financial updates.

TRANSITION TEAM met with Pastor Schauer on April 24th to go over the list of pastor's names that he received from the district.
The list now has 5 names for us to consider to choose from for the Call process. Afterwards, Ken Marks called these pastors to see
if they are still possibly interested in accepting a call from a church. We will be talking with three of them in the coming weeks.

IF YOU NEED TOILET PAPER, we have changed over to a different brand of toilet paper this past month as our older toilet and
sewer system needs a touch more of tender loving care. Please feel free to help yourself to the toilet paper that will be on the

counter in thee fellowship hall, and if not, just see me in the office.

PRESCHOOL IS AT CAPACITY This is now her biggest class yet since the fall of 2019. She now has 10 students. Please keep
spreading the word about what a wonderful teacher Mrs. Diana is and what a wonderful program that she has at the preschool.
Check out all of the crafts they have made this month. She changed everything out last weekend, as it is a new month coming up,
so it's a new theme for her students. The theme was be Down on the Farm. Make sure you check out her farm in the Dramatic Arts
Play Room. The kids loved learning all farm animals. They even got to plant a garden a few weeks ago. We now have both, the
baby chicks here during the week and caterpillars too in our preschool room. However, the baby chicks went back to the farm.

NEED A CHRISTMAS TREE? Please contact me in the office if you're in need of a different Christmas Tree for next year. With all
of the truly generous Christmas donations within the past couple of years, we are looking to pass the generosity forward to anyone
who is need of a tree. It is never too early to think about Christmas and decorating for the festive holiday, lol.

Movie Night

Ly

Living Word Lutheran Church
1.24
5.31. 16301 Wolf Road

Movie starts at 6:30 p.m. Orland Park, IL 60467
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“Shouts of Joy!”

Psalm 47 says: “God has ascended amid shouts of joy...!”

1) We shout for joy because we HAVE SEEN Jesus!

In my former book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus began to do and to teach *until the day he was taken
up to heaven, after giving instructions through the Holy Spirit to the apostles he had chosen. * After his suffering, he
presented himself to them and gave many convincing proofs that he was alive. He appeared to them over a period of
forty days and spoke about the kingdom of God. *On one occasion, while he was eating with them, he gave them
this command: “Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father promised, which you have heard me speak
about. ° For John baptized with water, but in a few days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.” ® Then they
gathered around him and asked him, “Lord, are you at this time going to restore the kingdom to Israel?” " He said to
them: “It is not for you to know the times or dates the Father has set by his own authority. ® But you will receive
power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and
Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” ? After he said this, he was taken up before their very eyes, and a cloud hid
him from their sight. ' They were looking intently up into the sky as he was going, when suddenly two men dressed
in white stood beside them. ' “Men of Galilee,” they said, “why do you stand here looking into the sky? This same
Jesus, who has been taken from you into heaven, will come back in the same way you have seen him go into
heaven.” Acts 1:1-11

2) We shout for joy because we are SEATED WITH Christ!

3 For this reason, ever since I heard about your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love for all God’s people,
have not stopped giving thanks for you, remembering you in my prayers. '’ I keep asking that the God of our Lord
Jesus Christ, the glorious Father, may give you the Spirit of wisdom and revelation, so that you may know him
better. "*1 pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened in order that you may know the hope to which he has
called you, the riches of his glorious inheritance in his holy people, '* and his incomparably great power for us who
believe. That power is the same as the mighty strength ** he exerted when he raised Christ from the dead and seated
him at his right hand in the heavenly realms, ' far above all rule and authority, power and dominion, and every
name that is invoked, not only in the present age but also in the one to come. > And God placed all things under his
feet and appointed him to be head over everything for the church, > which is his body, the fullness of him who fills
everything in every way. Ephesians 1:15-23

16I

3) We shout for joy because we are SENT BY the Messiah!

*He said to them, “This is what I told you while I was still with you: Everything must be fulfilled that is
written about me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets and the Psalms.” ** Then he opened their minds so they could
understand the Scriptures. * He told them, “This is what is written: The Messiah will suffer and rise from the dead
on the third day, " and repentance for the forgiveness of sins will be preached in his name to all nations, beginning
at Jerusalem. ** You are witnesses of these things. T am going to send you what my Father has promised; but stay
in the city until you have been clothed with power from on high.” ** When he had led them out to the vicinity of
Bethany, he lifted up his hands and blessed them. > While he was blessing them, he left them and was taken up into
heaven. *2 Then they worshiped him and returned to Jerusalem with great joy. > And they stayed continually at the

temple, praising God. Luke 24:44-53
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