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Living in the Word...that the 
Word may live in others. 

16301 South Wolf Road 
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CHURCH OFFICE HOURS 
Mon - Fri  9 am - 2 pm 

       
SUNDAY SCHEDULE 

  9:15 am   Adult study 

Inside this issue: 

When you think creatively, you’re thinking like God your creator. But not everybody will welcome 
your creative ideas. Jesus wasn’t crucified because He worked miracles; He was loved and ap-
plauded for those. He was crucified for having ideas that challenged the status quo. God is the giver 
of great concepts, truths, and ideas. So when He gives you one, don’t let anybody talk you out of it. 
Don’t let the fear of rejection or failure kill your idea, either. After all, you can’t do something new 
and exciting if you force yourself to stay in the same old rut. Don’t just work harder at the same old 
thing; make a change. The first thing you will have to change is how you think, what you listen to, 
and what you believe. 
Take a look at the following phrases: ‘I’m not a creative person. Follow the rules. Don’t ask ques-
tions. Don’t be different. Stay within the lines. There is only one way to do it. Don’t be foolish. Think 
of your image. That’s not logical. It’s not practical. It’s never been done. It can’t be done. It didn’t 
work for them. We tried that before. It’s too much work. We can’t afford to make a mistake. It will be 
too hard to administer. We don’t have the time. We don’t have the money. Yes, but…’ Paul 
writes, ‘Let God transform you into a new person by changing the way you think. Then you will learn 
to know God’s will for you, which is good and pleasing and perfect’ (v. 2). The word for today is – 
change your thinking, change your life. Simply, we need to trust God. 
If you’re surrounded by negativity, look for a better environment. ‘A new idea is delicate. It can be 
killed by a sneer or a yawn; it can be stabbed to death by a quip and worried to death by a frown on 
the right man’s brow.’ Negative environments kill great ideas every minute. A creative environment, 
on the other hand, becomes like a greenhouse where ideas are seeded, then sprout and thrive. In 
order to grow, you must seek out people who are committed to personal growth. Such people: 
1) Encourage creativity. Studies of creativity suggest that the biggest single variable of whether or 
not employees will be creative is whether they perceive they have permission. When innovation and 
good thinking are encouraged and rewarded, people see they have permission to be creative. 
2) Are willing to risk failure. Even when you have studied and prepared yourself thoroughly, you 
will have to try several times before you succeed. So, you need to be in an environment where mis-
takes are viewed as part of the creative, and the learning process. 
3) Believe in the potential of a dream. A creative environment encourages the use of a blank 
sheet of paper and the question, ‘If you could draw a picture of what you want to accomplish, what 
would it look like?’ A creative environment allowed Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. to speak with passion 
and declare, ‘I have a dream,’ not ‘I have a goal.’ Goals may give focus, but dreams have power. 
Dreams expand your world. And God is the giver of dreams and visions. 
The book of Proverbs begins: ‘These are the proverbs of Solomon…Their purpose is to teach 
people wisdom…to help them understand the insights of the wise…to teach people to live disci-
plined and successful lives, to help them do what is right, just, and fair. These proverbs will give 
insight to the simple, knowledge and discernment to the young. Let the wise listen to these proverbs 
and become even wiser. Let those with understanding receive guidance’ (Proverbs 1:1-5). 
Creative thinking is simply disciplined thinking. If you think you know all there is to know, then 
you already know everything you’re ever going to know. In order to break out of the box, you must 
begin by asking the right questions. The uncreative mind can spot wrong answers, but it takes a 
creative mind to spot wrong questions. Wrong questions halt the process of creative thinking. They 
send you down the same old path. In order to change your life, you must change your thinking. That 
means you must be willing to ask these two questions: ‘Why must it always be done this way? Is 
there a better way?’ The answer is, there is always a better way. 
Whether your goal is to build a better life, or a better family, or a better business, or a better 
church, or a better career, or a better ‘anything’, all change and progress must begin by honestly 
asking those two questions. So, do you want to succeed? You must be willing to change your think-
ing in order to accomplish it. 
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June 2024 Calendar 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 

 
     1 

 

2 

9:15am Adult Bi-
ble Study 

10:00am Worship 
Traditional Com-
munion Hymnal 
Service 

3 

 

4 

 

10:00am Push 
Prayer 

5 

 
 

6 

 

7      8   

 

 
 

9 

9:15am Adult Bi-
ble Study                   
10:00am Blended 
Worship Service    

11:00am Congre-
gational Voters 
Meeting 

10 11 

 

10:00am Push 
Prayer 

12 

 

 

13 

 

14 
 

15 

16    

9:15am Adult Bi-
ble Study 

10:00am Blended 
Communion Wor-
ship Service 

Father’s Day 

17 

     

 

18   

 

10:00am Push 
Prayer 

19 

 
20 

First Day of 
Summer 

7:00pm 
Council Meet-
ing 

21 

 
22 

23 

9:15am Adult Bi-
ble Study            

10:00am Blended 
Worship Service  

24 25 

 

10:00am Push 
Prayer      

26 
 

27 

 
 

 

28 

 
29 

30     

9:15am Adult Bi-
ble Study            

10:00am Blended 
Worship Service  
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DEVOTIONAL OF THE WEEK  And Jesus Christ was revealed as God’s Son by his baptism in water and by shedding his blood 
on the cross—not by water only, but by water and blood. And the Spirit, who is truth, confirms it with his testimony. - 1 John 5:6 (N 
The apostle John encourages us to believe that Jesus is truly God as well as truly human. At his baptism, the Father declared that 
Jesus was his Son, and after his crucifixion God again declared him God (thus still perfect and holy) by raising him from the dead. 
But beyond mere factual belief, we are encouraged to trust in Jesus’ saving sacrifice, to believe and confess that we needed His 
intervention because that is the only way we could have eternal life. Praise God that Jesus was faithful; may we continue to faith-
fully trust in Him. 
 
 

VERSE OF THE MONTH Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid or terrified because of them, for the LORD your God goes 
with you; he will never leave you nor forsake you.” - Deuteronomy 31:6 

Opportunities to Connect with God 
PUSH PRAYER meets every Tuesday at 10:00 a.m. to pray for our church, community and world.  We welcome requests (call 
708-403-9673) or visit our website to send in your prayer request, or join us for 30-40 minutes each week. 
RADIO & TV OPPORTUNITIES 
· Worship Anew—8:00 a.m. Sunday -  Comcast channel 184 (TLN) & 8 (SD) , WPWR channel 50, AT&T U-verse channel 1008   (HD) & 

8 (SD), Dish Network # 8495;   10:30 a.m. Sunday - DIRECTV channel 377 (TCT) 

· The Lutheran Hour    10 a.m. and 6 p.m.   Sundays on 1230 AM; and 9:30 a.m. Sundays on 1580 AM 

ADULT BIBLE STUDY usually meets every Sunday morning in the conference room from 9:30 to 9:55. Please join Pastor Lee 
and the others every Sunday as they learn about the Word of God. 

            

                          May 26th  

           24 Worshipped 
                        2 Watched Live                                                                                      
                        8 Watched Later     
                      34 Total            
                     Financial Support  
                 $3,080.00 General Fund   
                 $5,860.00  Law Enforcement Bibles Project 
                    $290.00  PASS (Mission of the Month) 
                    $100.00  VBS Designated Fund 
                    $100.00 Preschool Fund 
                 $9,430.00 Total General Fund Deposit 

Stewardship Snapshot 

Devotional Time 

Church Contacts 
intouchlwlc@yahoo.com 

Ministry Support Coordinator, Diana Motel 
dianamotel@yahoo.com     

 

     Leadership Team  

Neal Hartz  -  President  
Ken Marks—Vice President  
Bill Merchantz - Treasurer 

Diana Motel - Secretary 
         

Members at Large  

Paul Huang  

                                                                                                                                     
                 

        
    June 12    George H. 
      June 12    Faith M. 
      June 18    Eileen R. 
      June 23    Joe U. 
      June 24    Robert H. 
      June 29    Kristi H. 

                                                                                                                                
  
 
 

 
 
     June 1      Diane C. 
    June 15    Bob G. 
    June 17    Karen G. 
    June 20    Paige H. 
    June 29    George H. 
 

                                                                                                                             

Happy Anniversary  
 
 
 
 
 

          
   June 2      Bobbi & Gary P. 
    June 6      Renate & Tom D. 
    June 8      Bev & Randy H. 
    June 11    Rose & Jim M. 
    June 17    Nicki & Bob G. 
    June 26    Anita & Gary M. 
    June 30    Deanna & Kurt M. 
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May Mission of the Month 
MAY MISSION OF THE MONTH is PASS. We had Paula visiting us a couple of weeks ago to give is a short presentation at the 
end of service. It has been quite sometime since we have partnered with them. They reached out to us again letting us know 
about their current diaper drive. Plus Paula had also talked to a few of us about volunteering opportunities. The counters had 
deposited $290.00 into the General Fund for this very important community organization. Plus on the day that Paula was here, 
she had taken the $70.00 that was put into her basket that was on the table. That doesn’t include all of the diapers and baby 
essentials that we have accumulated this past month. Thank you so very much for all that you do for our community and the 
women who need the support PASS can give to them at a difficult time. 
 

April Mission of the Month 

A HUGE THANK YOU AND GRATITUDE for the continued support for the Peace Of-
ficer’s Bibles Project. Even though April has been over with for a few weeks now, we still 
have been receiving donations in the mail and at church. Just last week another  
$340.00 was deposited into the General Fund for this very worthwhile mission. Plus just 
this week alone another $5,860.00 was deposited into the General Fund for the publish-
ing of these Bibles. That brings the overall grand total to $8,481 now. As always thanks 
so very much for the outstanding generosity that you have always shown to our commu-
nity and our missions each month. Pastor Lee has been very busy working on the 96-
page forward based upon his experience as a police officer and a chaplain, and as a 
pastor. He is very grateful to the overwhelming support  that you have shown him. All of 
this will help in the production and the distribution of these bibles. 
 

June Mission of the Month 
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6-2-24 Message Outline 
“Set Free” 

 
     Psalm 81 says:Ê“IÊremovedÊtheÊburdenÊfromÊtheirÊshoulders;ÊtheirÊhandsÊwereÊsetÊfree…” 
 
1) We are set free from SLAVERY. 
     12 “Observe the Sabbath day by keeping it holy, as the Lඈඋൽ your God has commanded you. 13 Six days you shall 
labor and do all your work, 14 but the seventh day is a sabbath to the Lඈඋൽ your God. On it you shall not do any 
work, neither you, nor your son or daughter, nor your male or female servant, nor your ox, your donkey or any of 
your animals, nor any foreigner residing in your towns, so that your male and female servants may rest, as you 
do. 15 Remember that you were slaves in Egypt and that the Lඈඋൽ your God brought you out of there with a mighty 
hand and an outstretched arm. Therefore the Lඈඋൽ your God has commanded you to observe the Sabbath day 
            Deuteronomy 5:12-15 
 
2) We are set free from SELF. 
     5 For what we preach is not ourselves, but Jesus Christ as Lord, and ourselves as your servants for Jesus’ 
sake. 6 For God, who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” made his light shine in our hearts to give us the light of 
the knowledge of God’s glory displayed in the face of Christ. 7 But we have this treasure in jars of clay to show that 
this all-surpassing power is from God and not from us. 8 We are hard pressed on every side, but not crushed; 
perplexed, but not in despair; 9 persecuted, but not abandoned; struck down, but not destroyed. 10 We always carry 
around in our body the death of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may also be revealed in our body. 11 For we who are 
alive are always being given over to death for Jesus’ sake, so that his life may also be revealed in our mortal 
body. 12 So then, death is at work in us, but life is at work in you.                                       2 Corinthians 4:5-12 
 
3) We are set free by SABBATH. 
     23 One Sabbath Jesus was going through the grainfields, and as his disciples walked along, they began to pick 
some heads of grain. 24 The Pharisees said to him, “Look, why are they doing what is unlawful on the Sabbath?” 
25 He answered, “Have you never read what David did when he and his companions were hungry and in need? 26 In 
the days of Abiathar the high priest, he entered the house of God and ate the consecrated bread, which is lawful only 
for priests to eat. And he also gave some to his companions.” 27 Then he said to them, “The Sabbath was made for 
man, not man for the Sabbath. 28 So the Son of Man is Lord even of the Sabbath.”  Mark 2:23-28 

PRAYER REQUEST OF THANKSGIVING for Pastor John as he is in the regular assisted living building. He is now able to join in 
the meals in the dining area and/or any activities that he can participate in, just as long as he has someone with him. His new room 
number is at the bottom of this page. He has expressed that he is up to having visitors again. Just plan on short visits with him so 
he doesn’t try to overdo it and won’t get too overwhelmed. Please keep him and his family in your prayers as they are very con-
cerned about Pastor John, but are very thankful for his improved condition. If you would like to send cards or well wishes or to call 
him, here is the complete address: John Bucka, C/O Victorian Village, Rm #108, 12600 Renaissance Circle, Homer Glen, IL 
60491. Phone number for Victorian Village is 708-578-7091, so just ask for Pastor John Bucka when they answer. 

Devotional Time 
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CARE MEALS HAVE RETURNED! We have started up our Care Meal Teams again. We have one team of volunteers to help or 
assist with cooking or buying different dishes for meals for our families that are going through medical issues, hospital stays, 
treatments and those who might have lost loved ones recently. We currently have 5 volunteers, and we will always accept more 
people to step up to give a helping hand. We don’t need you to have to cook anything, one will donate money when need be. If 
you are interested in volunteering, please let me or Diana know. There is a sign up sheet on the desk in the fellowship hall as 
well. Thank you in advance for your service and support towards this ministry.  

IF YOU NEED TOILET PAPER, we have changed over to a different brand of toilet paper this past month as our older toilet and 
sewer system  needs a touch more of tender loving care. Please feel free to help yourself to the toilet paper that will be on the 
counter in the fellowship hall, and if not, just see me in the office. 

PRESCHOOL is now closed for the summer months. She has 4 students enrolled for next fall already. Please keep spreading the 
word about what a wonderful teacher Mrs. Diana is and what a wonderful program that she has at the  preschool. The kids had a 
wonderful year learning about farm animals, and under the sea, what they think they would like to be when they grow up. They met 
a lot of new friends and learned their letters, new songs, shapes and numbers. Mrs. Diana has had a very busy year with them. 
Let’s keep her and our preschool in our prayers for another successful year of school.  

THANK YOU CARD AND LETTER  was received from Bob and Karen Grossart this week. The letter reads: “Thanks for thinking 
of us. Dear friends at Living Word: We just wanted to thank you for thinking of us as Karen recovers from surgery. We certainly 
enjoyed the care meal that you provided us. It is hard to believe that Karen had her surgery almost four weeks ago and should be 
starting outpatient therapy very soon.” It is signed, “Yours in Christ, Bob and Karen.” The card reads: “Dear Friends at Living Word, 
You’re so thoughtful!” It’s signed, “Bob and Karen.” Both the card and the letter is posted on the bulletin board next to the office. 
Please join me in keeping both Bob and Karen in your prayers as she goes through the rest of her therapy and recovers from the 
surgery. 

GREETINGS FROM GEORGIA. Carolyn Wagenaar sent a note to us the other day. It reads: Dear Bev, Hope this finds you well 
and also your husband. I am doing well! Enclosed find my check, for church, VBS and for preschool. As always I keep Living Word 
in my prayers.” It is signed, “Yours in Christ, Carolyn Wagenaar.” Thank you Carolyn for everything, we truly appreciate it. And as 
always you are in our prayers as well. The letter is posted on the bulletin board as well. 

MOWING OPPORTUNITIES are still available if you are interested and able to help our mow crew. We currently have about 3 or 4 
people who have volunteered to help us out each week. This is a huge help for us to save money. 

CONGREGATION VOTERS’ MEETING is scheduled for Sunday, June 9th. The transition team will present the pastors whom we 
have been talking with. We will present the pastor that we would like to extend a call to, you will then have an opportunity to cast 
your vote for the pastor that should be called. It is urgent that you try to attend this meeting. Voting will be opened until 5:00 pm on 
Wednesday, June 12th for those that can not vote in person. Pastor Schauer will then call the pastor that we voted for to let him 
know to expect the Call documents in the mail. 

TRANSITION TEAM met with all three pastors that we have from the district. Since we have talked to all three of them and we 
have all of the information that we need, we will be  prayerfully considering all 3 of them and making our decision for the congrega-
tion to vote to call the pastor that will best fit our needs. The transition team met after service last week as to how we will proceed, 
and which of the pastors that we will present to the congregation. We scheduled a date for a congregation voters’ meeting in June. 
Please keep the transition team , the three pastors and of course, our church in your prayers. 


