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"Turning to God"
Genesis 3:8 is right after Adam and Eve sinned against God did not trust His word, directly diso-

beyed His word, rebelled against his command. And they knew they had done wrong, they felt
guilt and shame and fear for the first time before God. They had experienced unhindered com-
munion with God, like perfect communion with God. And now they heard the sound of the Lord
God walking in the garden. And the man and his wife hid from the presence of the Lord, among
the trees of the garden. Now we have to be careful when we read verses like this, not to picture
God in human form, we know God is spirit. Obviously, Jesus is God in the flesh. But this is the
language here in Genesis chapter three, verse eight that describes this picture in human terms
of man and woman, Adam and Eve communing with God. And it was perfect. Their relationship
with God, their enjoyment of God was perfect. But now in the presence of God, they're hiding for
the first time because they know they have sinned against God. And they're afraid. Why? Be-
cause He made it clear if you eat of this tree, you will surely die. So we read in Genesis chapter
three, verse eight, this picture of Adam and Eve hiding from God. And we realize that in our sin,
we would be doing the exact same thing. Every single one of us has directly disobeyed God, has
rebelled against God’s word, not trusted in God’s goodness, his good authority in our lives. And
if the end of our story was our sin, then we would surely die.

Genesis 3:8 Reminds Us That We Don’t Have To Fear God

Eternal death and judgment. And we should be afraid of that possibility if our sin was the end of
our story. But the good news is, and this is clear in the promise God makes that He will send one
through the seed of woman to crush the head of the serpent so that sin does not have to be the
end of your story, my story. That salvation is possible through Jesus. The one who is promised.
So that we put it all together. So that through faith in Jesus, what he did on the cross to pay the
price for our sin, to defeat sin and death by rising from the grave because of Jesus, you and | do
not have to cower in fear before God, we don’t have to run and hide ourselves. You and |, with
all of our sin can come before the Holy God of the universe and the blood of Jesus Christ covers
over all of our sins. Jesus, we praise and glorify and honor and lift up your name as the savior of
our sins, who makes communion with the father a reality in our lives, even right now, God, we
praise You for the privilege of prayer. We pray we get to commune with You together in this
form. God, that we get to do this only, only because of the blood of Jesus.

We Want To Have Communion With God

Otherwise, we'd be cowering, we’d be running from You, we would be condemned before You
forever. Yet, here we are welcomed in through faith in Jesus as Your sons and daughters, You
are father, having communion with You in prayer and joining You, loving You, experiencing Your
love for us, walking with You, worshiping You, God, we praise You for this privilege. God, we
pray that You would help us to grow in this privilege. God, | pray for every person listening right
now that they would grow in the depth of their communion with You, that their faith would not be
cold and distant, but that it’d be warm and intimate in relationship with you. They would walk with
You, enjoy You, know you more and more and more every day, love You more and more and
more every day. Experience Your love in deeper ways more and more every day.

Genesis 3:8 Prays That We Draw Us Into Deeper Communion

God, | pray that You would draw each of us into deeper communion with You. And when we sin,
when we disobey, God, we pray that it would be quick to repent, to turn from it, to run to You, not
run away from You, to confess our sins knowing that Jesus is faithful. To forgive us our sins, to
cleanse us from all unrighteousness. God, we praise You for the privilege communion with You.
Help us to live in it, all day today and all day tomorrow and the next and the next. Help us to walk
with You. Enjoying You, worshiping You, obeying You and glorifying You. In Jesus’ name we
pray, the name of the one who makes all of this possible. In His name, we pray. Amen.
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Church Contacts
intouchlwlc@yahoo.com

Ministry Support Coordinator, Diana Motel
dianamotel@yahoo.com

Leadership Team

Neal Hartz -
Ken Marks—Vice President
Bill Merchantz - Treasurer

Diana Motel - Secretary

President

Members at Large
Paul Huang

Stewardship Snapshot

June 2nd
27 Worshipped, 25 Communed
2 Watched Live
9 Watched Later
38 Total
Financial Support
$1,821.00 General Fund
$31.00 Law Enforcement Bibles Project
$1,852.00 Total General Fund Deposit
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Living Word Endowment Fund
LIVING WORD ENDOWMENT FUND (as of 5/31/2024)

The current value of the fund is $176,357.00 invested in Thrivent funds. Current market value exceeds cost of investments
by $35,875.95. Since inception (10/12/05), the Fund has earned interest and dividends totaling $55,500.32. Of this,
$27,750.16 will return to Living Word for growth initiatives.
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THIS REPRESENTS A GIFT THAT KEEPS ON GIVING! P S
To Date: Total contributions $84,980.73 A S sz
Market value over cost 35,875.95 E Y2

Dividends and interest 55,500.32
Total market value $176,357.00
HOW THE ENDOWMENT FUND WORKS

Contributions treated as donation for tax purposes. Funds invested by Thrivent Financial. 50% of interest and dividends available for
church growth. Interested in estate planning? Call Tim Regan/Thrivent (708-326-4750). If any questions, call Bob Grossart

Devotional Time

Opportunities to Connect with God

PUSH PRAYER meets every Tuesday at 10:00 a.m. to pray for our church, community and world. We welcome requests (call

708-403-9673) or visit our website to send in your prayer request, or join us for 30-40 minutes each week.

RADIO & TV OPPORTUNITIES

e Worship Anew—38:00 a.m. Sunday - Comcast channel 184 (TLN) & 8 (SD) , WPWR channel 50, AT&T U-verse channel 1008 (HD) &
8 (SD), Dish Network # 8495; 10:30 a.m. Sunday - DIRECTV channel 377 (TCT)

o The Lutheran Hour 10a.m.and 6 p.m. Sundays on 1230 AM; and 9:30 a.m. Sundays on 1580 AM

ADULT BIBLE STUDY usually meets every Sunday morning in the conference room from 9:30 to 9:55. Please join Pastor Lee
and the others every Sunday as they learn about the Word of God.

DEVOTIONAL OF THE WEEK And we know that the Son of God has come, and he has given us understanding so that we can
know the true God. And now we live in fellowship with the true God because we live in fellowship with his Son, Jesus Christ. He is
the only true God, and he is eternal life. Dear children, keep away from anything that might take God’s place in your hearts. - 1
John 5:20-21 (NLT)

As we live in fellowship with Christ, as we abide in Him, our lives are reoriented. More and more we think like Christ, we desire
what He desires—our own obedience and holiness, as well as the salvation of any and all those who are part of our lives. And so
we ask for these things, and God will grant them because they are in accordance with His will as well. May we always keep God in
the center of our lives.

VERSE OF THE MONTH -°Have | not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged, for
the LORD your God will be with you wherever you go.” Joshua 1:9

PRAYER REQUEST OF THANKSGIVING for Pastor John as he is in the regular assisted living building. He is now able to join in
the meals in the dining area and/or any activities that he can participate in, just as long as he has someone with him. His new room
number is at the bottom of this page. He has expressed that he is up to having visitors again. Just plan on short visits with him so
he doesn’t try to overdo it and won't get too overwhelmed. Please keep him and his family in your prayers as they are very con-
cerned about Pastor John, but are very thankful for his improved condition. If you would like to send cards or well wishes or to call
him, here is the complete address: John Bucka, C/O Victorian Village, Rm #108, 12600 Renaissance Circle, Homer Glen, IL
60491. Phone number for Victorian Village is 708-578-7091, so just ask for Pastor John Bucka when they answer.

A PRAYER OF THAANKSGIVING for the continued support for the Peace Officer’s Bibles Project. Even though April has been
over with for a over a month now, we still have been receiving donations in the mail and at church. That brings the overall grand
total to $8,512 now. As always thanks so very much for the outstanding generosity that you have always shown to our community
and our missions each month. Pastor Lee has been very busy working on the 96-page forward based upon his experience as a
police officer and a chaplain, and as a pastor. He is very grateful to the overwhelming support that you have shown him. All of this
will help in the production and the distribution of these bibles.
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Lutheranm Church Charities
June 2024 Mission of the Month

Lutheran Church Charities works throughout the
United States and Internationally in bringing the
Mercy, Compassion, Presence, and Proclamation
of Jesus Christ to those suffering and in need.
They offer different ministrys including K-9
Comfort Dogs, Kare 9 Military Ministry, K- 9
Police Ministry, Disaster Response, Human Care
Ministry, and Hearts of Mercy & Compassion
LCC K-9 Comfort Dog Ministry was launched in August of 2008, and it is a national human-care ministry embracing the unique,
calming nature and skills of purebred Golden Retrievers. The LCC K-9 Comfort Dogs are a bridge for compassionate ministry,
opening doors for conversation about faith and creating opportunities to share the mercy, compassion, presence and proclama-
tion of Jesus Christ. They serve everyday in the community in which they are places in times of disaster and crisis to bring com-
fort to all those affected, including first responders and the volunteers who serve them.

LCC Kare 9 Military Ministry is a ministry by veterans for veterans. They strive to serve our military veterans and their families.
The Kare-9 Military Ministry dogs and their trained veteran handlers visit many places including VFWs, VA hospitals, Traumatic
Brain Injury Care Centers, homes of veterans that are home bound, Expos, Vet Clinics and various other activities to help spread
the mercy and compassion.

LCC K-9 Police Ministry handlers are law enforcement officers (current and former) who understand the unique challenges fac-
ing the law enforcement community. They bring the mercy, compassion, presence and proclamation of Jesus Christ to those who
protect and serve, as well as their families. Crisis Response serves the law enforcement and family members in their time of
need, by providing comfort following injuries, deaths or major incidents. Ongoing Support is the K-9 visits (headquarters, substa-
tions and dispatch centers), provides assistance with department missions such as Christmas shopping with children, summer
camps and public events, comforting crime victims prior to interviews, counseling or courtroom testimonies, and general support
for department members and their families.

LCC Disaster Response Ministries coordinates deployment of trained volunteers for Disaster Response. When disasters strike;
lives, homes, businesses, churches and more are affected. LCC L.E.R.T. volunteers respond quickly to serve people affected by
a disaster. LCC teams are trained to work through local churches to serve their communities. LCC Disaster Response provides
on-site and online (L.E.R.T.) basic training. Additional training includes expertise in the area of chainsaw, heavy equipment, de-
bris removal, flood recovery, and emotional and spiritual care.

Hearts of Mercy and Compassion (HMC), Crosses for Losses provides a physical and spiritual symbol
through the giving of hearts and crosses to families and friends who have suffered a loss or are experiencing
the iliness of a loved one. An HMC can also be given to celebrate a victory, honor service, as an expression of
love, or to be an encouragement in the face of adversity. Given as a gift, each HMC provides the love and
hope of Jesus through presence and prayer. Upon request, LCC, working though churches, can provide an
HMC at no charge.
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“So We Can Serve”

Psalm 130 says: “If you, Lord, kept a record of sins, Lord, who could stand? But with you there is forgiveness,
so that we can, with reverence, serve you.” God saves so we can serve...

1) When we sin, we do not HIDE or MAKE EXCUSES.

® Then the man and his wife heard the sound of the Lorp God as he was walking in the garden in the cool of the
day, and they hid from the Lorp God among the trees of the garden. ° But the LorD God called to the man, “Where
are you?” ""He answered, “I heard you in the garden, and I was afraid because I was naked; so I hid.” "' And he
said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the tree that I commanded you not to eat from?”
2The man said, “The woman you put here with me—she gave me some fruit from the tree, and I ate it.” "> Then
the LORD God said to the woman, “What is this you have done?”” The woman said, “The serpent deceived me, and |
ate.” ' So the Lorp God said to the serpent, “Because you have done this, “Cursed are you above all livestock and
all wild animals! You will crawl on your belly and you will eat dust all the days of your life. '* And I will put
enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and hers; he will crush your head, and you will
strike his heel.” Genesis 3:8-15

2) When we suffer, we do not LOSE HEART.

Bt is written: “I believed; therefore I have spoken.” Since we have that same spirit of faith, we also believe and
therefore speak, ' because we know that the one who raised the Lord Jesus from the dead will also raise us with
Jesus and present us with you to himself. ' All this is for your benefit, so that the grace that is reaching more and
more people may cause thanksgiving to overflow to the glory of God. '® Therefore we do not lose heart. Though
outwardly we are wasting away, yet inwardly we are being renewed day by day. '’ For our light and momentary
troubles are achieving for us an eternal glory that far outweighs them all. ** So we fix our eyes not on what is seen,
but on what is unseen, since what is seen is temporary, but what is unseen is eternal. ' For we know that if the
earthly tent we live in is destroyed, we have a building from God, an eternal house in heaven, not built by human
hands. 2 Corinthians 4:13-5:1

3) When we receive God’s Spirit, we do GOD’S WILL.

®Then Jesus entered a house, and again a crowd gathered, so that he and his disciples were not even able to
eat. ! When his family heard about this, they went to take charge of him, for they said, “He is out of his mind.”
22 And the teachers of the law who came down from Jerusalem said, “He is possessed by Beelzebul! By the prince
of demons he is driving out demons.” **So Jesus called them over to him and began to speak to them in
parables: “How can Satan drive out Satan? **If a kingdom is divided against itself, that kingdom cannot stand. *If a
house is divided against itself, that house cannot stand. * And if Satan opposes himself and is divided, he cannot
stand; his end has come. ?’In fact, no one can enter a strong man’s house without first tying him up. Then he can
plunder the strong man’s house. ** Truly I tell you, people can be forgiven all their sins and every slander they
utter, ? but whoever blasphemes against the Holy Spirit will never be forgiven; they are guilty of an eternal sin.”
3 He said this because they were saying, “He has an impure spirit.” * Then Jesus’ mother and brothers arrived.
Standing outside, they sent someone in to call him. ** A crowd was sitting around him, and they told him, “Your
mother and brothers are outside looking for you.” **“Who are my mother and my brothers?” he asked. ** Then he
looked at those seated in a circle around him and said, “Here are my mother and my brothers! ** Whoever does
God’s will is my brother and sister and mother.” Mark 3:20-35
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Living Word News Page ¢
CARE MEALS HAVE RETURNED! We have started up our Care Meal Teams again. We have one team of volunteers to help or
assist with cooking or buying different dishes for meals for our families that are going through medical issues, hospital stays,
treatments and those who might have lost loved ones recently. We currently have 5 volunteers, and we will always accept more
people to step up to give a helping hand. We don't need you to have to cook anything, one will donate money when need be. If
you are interested in volunteering, please let me or Diana know. There is a sign up sheet on the desk in the fellowship hall as
well. Thank you in advance for your service and support towards this ministry.
TRANSITION TEAM met with all three pastors that we have from the district. Since we have talked to all three of them and we
have all of the information that we need, we will be prayerfully considering all 3 of them and making our decision for the congrega-
tion to vote to call the pastor that will best fit our needs. The transition team met after service last week as to how we will proceed,
and which of the pastors that we will present to the congregation. We scheduled a date for a congregation voters” meeting on June
9th. Please keep the transition team , the three pastors and of course, our church in your prayers.

PRESCHOOL is now closed for the summer months. She has 4 students enrolled for next fall already. Please keep spreading the
word about what a wonderful teacher Mrs. Diana is and what a wonderful program that she has at the preschool. The kids had a
wonderful year learning about farm animals, and under the sea, what they think they would like to be when they grow up. They met
a lot of new friends and learned their letters, new songs, shapes and numbers. Mrs. Diana has had a very busy year with them.
Let’s keep her and our preschool in our prayers for another successful year of school.

MOWING OPPORTUNITIES are still available if you are interested and able to help our mow crew. We currently have about 3 or 4
people who have volunteered to help us out each week. This is a huge help for us to save money.

CONGREGATION VOTERS’ MEETING is scheduled for Sunday, June 9th. The transition team will present the pastors whom we
have been talking with. We will present the pastor that we would like to extend a call to, you will then have an opportunity to cast
your vote for the pastor that should be called. It is urgent that you try to attend this meeting. Voting will be opened until 5:00 pm on
Wednesday, June 12th for those that can not vote in person. Pastor Schauer will then call the pastor that we voted for to let him

know to expect the Call documents in the mail.

. — BS 2024 . .
VBS is fast approaching. It is scheduled for July 22nd—July 26th. Diana already has over 50 kids signed up with a couple of volun-
teers. She will have a list of supplies available in the coming weeks for snacks and crafts. Please let her know if you can help out in
the mornings that week, especially on Monday, even if it is only for an hour or two. Thank you in advance for everything you do for

our church.
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