Psalm 84

THow lovely is your dwelling place,
LorRD Almighty!
2 My soul yearns, even faints,
for the courts of the LORD;
my heart and my flesh cry out
for the living God.
3 Even the sparrow has found a home,
and the swallow a nest for herself,
where she may have her young—
a place near your altar,
LorD Almighty, my King and my God.
4 Blessed are those who dwell in your house;
they are ever praising you.«
> Blessed are those whose strength is in you,
whose hearts are set on pilgrimage.
® As they pass through the Valley of Baka,
they make it a place of springs;
the autumn rains also cover it with pools.@
" They go from strength to strength,
till each appears before God in Zion.
8 Hear my prayer, LORD God Almighty;
listen to me, God of Jacob.
% Look on our shield,= O God;
look with favor on your anointed one.
10 Better is one day in your courts
than a thousand elsewhere;
| would rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God
than dwell in the tents of the wicked.
1 For the LorD God is a sun and shield;
the LORD bestows favor and honor;
no good thing does he withhold
from those whose walk is blameless.
121 orD Almighty,
blessed is the one who trusts in you.



Old Testament Reading — 1 Samuel 1:21-28

Hannah Dedicates Samuel

21 When her husband Elkanah went up with all his family to offer the annual sacrifice to
the LORD and to fulfill his vow, 22 Hannah did not go. She said to her husband, “After the
boy is weaned, | will take him and present him before the LORD, and he will live there
always."®

23 "Do what seems best to you,” her husband Elkanah told her. “Stay here until you have
weaned him; only may the LORD make good his< word.” So the woman stayed at home
and nursed her son until she had weaned him.

24 After he was weaned, she took the boy with her, young as he was, along with a three-
year-old bull,# an ephahv of flour and a skin of wine, and brought him to the house of
the LORD at Shiloh. 2° When the bull had been sacrificed, they brought the boy to

Eli, 26 and she said to him, “Pardon me, my lord. As surely as you live, | am the woman
who stood here beside you praying to the LorD. 27 | prayed for this child, and

the LORD has granted me what | asked of him. 28 So now | give him to the LORrD. For his
whole life he will be given over to the LORD.” And he worshiped the LORD there.

Epistle Reading — Hebrews 2:14-18

14 Since the children have flesh and blood, he too shared in their humanity so that by his
death he might break the power of him who holds the power of death—that is, the
devil— ® and free those who all their lives were held in slavery by their fear of

death. 1® For surely it is not angels he helps, but Abraham’s descendants. 17 For this
reason he had to be made like them,» fully human in every way, in order that he might
become a merciful and faithful high priest in service to God, and that he might make
atonement for the sins of the people. 1 Because he himself suffered when he was
tempted, he is able to help those who are being tempted.



Gospel Reading — Luke 2:22-32

Jesus Presented in the Temple

22\When the time came for the purification rites required by the Law of Moses, Joseph
and Mary took him to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord 2 (as it is written in the Law
of the Lord, “Every firstborn male is to be consecrated to the Lord"®), 24 and to offer a
sacrifice in keeping with what is said in the Law of the Lord: “a pair of doves or two
young pigeons.”«

25 Now there was a man in Jerusalem called Simeon, who was righteous and devout. He
was waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was on him. 26 It had been
revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not die before he had seen the Lord'’s
Messiah. 27 Moved by the Spirit, he went into the temple courts. When the parents
brought in the child Jesus to do for him what the custom of the Law required, 28 Simeon
took him in his arms and praised God, saying:

29 "Sovereign Lord, as you have promised,

you may now dismiss< your servant in peace.
30 For my eyes have seen your salvation,
31 which you have prepared in the sight of all nations:
32 a light for revelation to the Gentiles,

and the glory of your people Israel.”



