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"She Is Clothe in Strength & Dignity”

These words have become some of the most famous words in the entire book. And while the
meaning of Proverbs 31:25 primarily addresses how to be a godly woman, it also has some in-
credible lessons for all Christians.

The Context Of Proverbs 31:25

The book of Proverbs centers around how to gain wisdom and live wisely. The writing style is vast-
ly different than other books, making it one of the most unique books in the Bible. This book is
also one of the most practical as it shows us how we should be living our lives in various as-
pects. In Proverbs 31:10-31 we see the last verses of the book are devoted to the characteristics
of a godly woman. In this section, we see the author look at his mother’s attributes to help de-
scribe how we should live. This section is beautifully written and in the Hebrew language forms an
acrostic poem. Throughout the book of Proverbs godly women (and men) are often contrasted
with people of the world. Her integrity, honor, and hard work stand in stark contrast to others and
are uncommon. This is what leads us to the verse we are looking at, which has become one of the
most famous in this section.

She Is Clothed In Strength And Dignity Meaning

The author describes her as “clothed in” or “clothed with.” This means that she is demonstrating or
radiating these qualities. In other words, these aren’t surface-level characteristics, they are in-
grained in who she is. She has fashioned herself with strength and dignity. These are the qualities
that people notice about her and are impressed with. Her strength indicates a woman of character
who tends to her responsibilities and makes wise choices. She has a great work ethic and a giving
spirit. Her dignity refers to her being worthy of honor. In other words, she’s always striving to re-
flect God’s glory in how she acts. The Proverbs 31 woman always handles her responsibilities and
displays reverence for God.

She Can Laugh At The Days To Come Meaning

Above all this woman is fully relying on God and his wisdom. This kind of attitude results in being
able to laugh at the future. This doesn’t mean she is careless, but rather that she has a hopeful
outlook on life. She has worked diligently and has no need to fret because God is in control. This
is a picture of a hope-filled woman who is at peace. She is prepared and has been faithful to what
God has given her. Now she can enjoy the life that God has provided.

How Proverbs 31:25 Applies To Your Life

While this verse is primarily talking about godly characteristics in women, there still is application
in the meaning of verse 25 for everyone. Let's look at 3 ways we can apply this verse.

1. Be Trustworthy

One of the primary attributes that Proverbs 31:25 describes is someone who is trustworthy. To be
clothed in dignity means that you are trustworthy in handling your responsibilities. We ought to be
truthful with our words and diligent in our duties. This will show others they can rely on us.

2. Work Diligently

Whether it be in our homes, with our family, or at our workplace we should always strive to work
diligently. Proverbs 31:25 describes someone who is prepared because she has worked hard.

We ought not to be lazy but strive to accomplish the tasks that God has put before us. This
doesn’t mean that we are to overwork. The picture in Proverbs 31:25 is one who is working the
appropriate amount and then “laughing” or enjoying her time after.

3. Trust God

This is really the primary attribute that's praised throughout Proverbs 31, one who trusts in God.
The reason she can laugh and find enjoyment is because she trusts in God’s provision.

This is a promise that is found all throughout Scripture. We can find peace and joy in God be-
cause he will provide for his children. So, trust God and see what he has for you.
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This Week at Living Word
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May Celebrations Stewardship Snapshot
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: . Financial Support
May 12 Diane Chitwood | May 12 Diana Motel 1,910.00 General Fund Offering
May 13 Bob Grossart May 13 Paxton Hostert

Devotional Time
Opportunities to Connect with God

PUSH PRAYER meets every Tuesday at 10:00 a.m. to pray for our church, community and world. We welcome requests (call
708-403-9673) or visit our website to send in your prayer request, or join us for 30-40 minutes each week.

RADIO & TV OPPORTUNITIES

o Worship Anew—38:00 a.m. Sunday - Comcast channel 184 (TLN) & 8 (SD) , WPWR channel 50, AT&T U-verse channel 1008 (HD) &
8 (SD), Dish Network # 8495; 10:30 a.m. Sunday - DIRECTV channel 377 (TCT)

o The Lutheran Hour 10a.m.and 6 p.m. Sundays on 1230 AM; and 9:30 a.m. Sundays on 1580 AM

DEVOTIONAL OF THE WEEK God showed how much He loved us by sending His one and only Son into the world so that we
might have eternal life through Him. This is real love—not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent his Son as a sacrifice
to take away our sins. 1 John 4:9-12 (NLT)

Dear friends, since God loved us that much, we surely ought to love each other. No one has ever seen God. But if we love each
other, God lives in us, and his love is brought to full expression in us.

VERSE OF THE MONTH 2 My dear children, | write this to you so that you will not sin. But if anybody does sin, we have an ad-
vocate with the Father—Jesus Christ, the Righteous One. 2 He is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not only for ours but also

for the sins of the whole world. 1 John 2:1-2
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Mother's Day Blessings

“She is clothed with strength and
dignity; she can laugh at the days
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Mission of the Month

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY is our Mission of the Month for April. The funds collected each week will go towards the Easter
Eggs, and the items that her and Kyle had filled all 1,828 eggs for the 137 kids that were registered for this year's Easter Egg
Hunt. Whatever is left over, will go towards the VBS Bible Buddies and materials for all crafts for each day of VBS. Thank you
for overwhelming generosity, we were able to collect $232.00 for the Children’s Ministry.

REDEEMING LIFE OUTREACH MINISTRIES will be our Mission of the Month for May. It is truly a passionate and
caring ministry for women and their newborn babies. Redeeming Life has been one of our past missions, especially
for the month of May, helping the moms who are struggling with difficult issues and finding hope with Redeeming Life.

Living Word May 2025
Mission of the Month

Redeeming Life

Outreach Ministries Inc.

VBS 2025 is now being posted and advertised on the website and Facebook, and several of our past VBS families have al-
ready commented and liked the new update! Diana has already reached out to the high schools last week to have them post
for volunteers. If you know any high schoolers that need community service hours, this is a great way to get at least 20+
hours if they are able to work the whole week. We still have some volunteers who are working and going to college that has
told Diana they will help out as much as possible. Sherri Grecci will of course be here helping out with snack time each day.




Living Word News -

MOWERS NEEDED even though we only have the one working mower as of right now, it would be greatly appreciated if we
could get more volunteers for the mowing ministry. For right now, Neal Hartz and George Hostert has been doing it. | know in
the past year or two, we've had a few others come out when they could and take care of the mowing. If we can get at least 4
volunteers, it will only be once a month that you would have to do it, or less if we have any periods of drought. We will let you
know as soon as the other mower is up and running again. Thank you for all that you do for our church, it greatly appreciated.

A BIG ROUND OF APPLAUSE AND CONGRATULATIONS to our very own Diana Motel. [
She will be having a busy weekend this week. As many of you know she is graduating with |
honors, (only with a 4.0 grade point average), lol. She did ISU proud with all of her hard
work. Graduation day is Saturday, and | have sent out the link for the graduation ceremony
that you can watch at any time. On Sunday, Mother’s Day, we will be officially commis-
sioning her as our licensed Preschool Director, | hope everyone can make it to this special
service for her. She has indeed worked very hard, and deserves everything that we can do
for her. We all need to let her know how proud we are of her achievements these past 4
years. You are amazing Diana!!

HAPPY MOTHER’S DAY to all of the loving moms in our Living Word family. You truly are very special to us, and we love you
very much. Have a very wonderful and blessed Mother’s Day.

GOD’S GRACE AND COMFORT to the Urbank family. Please keep Joe and his children, grandchildren and great-
grandchildren in your prayers at this time. It is with very sad and heavy heart that | had received a call from Joe Urbank on
Wednesday morning, telling me that Dolores, his loving wife of over 70 years passed away that morning. On Monday, she had a
heart attack and the doctors performed the procedure that she had needed. It had been a difficult few months for her recently,
but she was tough and fought, but on Wednesday our Lord wanted her to rest now and called her to be with Him. Rest in Peace
Dolores, you were such a sweet and lovely person. You will be missed. Arrangements are currently being made, but the service
and visitation, of course will be here at church.

EASTER FLOWERS: there are still several flowers left, I'm not sure if everyone had gotten their flowers that they ordered, if not
feel free to take them home with you. Any leftover flowers will get transplanted outside in Linda Boehm'’s garden.

PRESCHOOL GRADUATION will be next Sunday on May 18th. The kids have been practicing very hard this week, and are
sounding great. They've got their dance moves down and can’t wait for their last week of school and to perform for us at their
graduation. They too are very proud of Mrs. Diana, she wore her cap and gown here on picture day too.
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5-11-2025 Message Outline

“You Are With Me”

Psalm 23 says: “I will fear no evil, for you are with me...”

1) va Good Shepherd gives me grace to run His RACE.

""From Miletus, Paul sent to Ephesus for the elders of the church. '® When they arrived, he said to them: “You
know how I lived the whole time I was with you, from the first day I came into the province of Asia. I served the
Lord with %reat humility and with tears and in the midst of severe testing by the plots of my Jewish
opponents. 2’ You know that I have not hesitated to preach anything that would be helpful to you but have taught
you publicly and from house to house. ' I have declared to both Jews and Greeks that they must turn to God in
repentance and have faith in our Lord Jesus. * “And now, compelled by the Spirit, I am going to Jerusalem, not
knowing what will happen to me there. > only know that in every city the Holy Spirit warns me that prison and
hardships are facing me. > However, I consider my life worth nothing to me; my only aim is to finish the race and
complete the task the Lord Jesus has given me—the task of testifying to the good news of God’s grace. 2* “Now I
know that none of you among whom I have gone about preaching the kingdom will ever see me again. 26 Therefore,
I declare to you today that I am innocent of the blood of any of you. %’ For I have not hesitated to proclaim to you
the whole will of God. *® Keep watch over yourselves and all the flock of which the Holy Spirit has made you
overseers. Be shepherds of the church of God, which he bought with his own blood. 21 know that after I leave,
savage wolves will come in among you and will not spare the flock. ** Even from your own number men will arise
and distort the truth in order to draw away disciples after them. *' So be on your guard! Remember that for three
years I never stopped warning each of you night and day with tears. ** “Now I commit you to God and to the word
of his grace, which can build you up and give you an inheritance among all those who are sanctified. ** I have not
coveted anyone’s silver or gold or clothing. *You yourselves know that these hands of mine have supplied my own
needs and the needs of my companions. ** In everything I did, I showed you that by this kind of hard work we must
help the weak, remembering the words the Lord Jesus himself said: ‘It is more blessed to give than to receive.’”

Acts 20:17-35
2) My Good Shepherd leads me to His LIFE.

? After this I looked, and there before me was a great multitude that no one could count, from every nation, tribe,
people and language, standing before the throne and before the Lamb. They were wearing white robes and were
holding palm branches in their hands. ' And they cried out in a loud voice: “Salvation belongs to our God, who sits
on the throne, and to the Lamb.” "' All the angels were standing around the throne and around the elders and the
four living creatures. They fell down on their faces before the throne and worshiped God, '* saying: “Amen! Praise
and glory and wisdom and thanks and honor and power and strength be to our God for ever and ever. Amen!”
3 Then one of the elders asked me, “These in white robes—who are they, and where did they come from?” 1
answered, “Sir, you know.” And he said, “These are they who have come out of the great tribulation; they have
washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. '° Therefore, “they are before the throne of
God and serve him day and night in his temple; and he who sits on the throne will shelter them with his presence.
16 <Never again will they hunger; never again will they thirst. The sun will not beat down on them, nor any scorching
heat. '” For the Lamb at the center of the throne will be their shepherd; ‘he will lead them to springs of living water.’
‘And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.’” Revelation 7:9-17

3) My Good Shepherd wins me by His WORKS.

22 Then came the Festival of Dedication at Jerusalem. It was winter, > and Jesus was in the temple courts walking
in Solomon’s Colon- nade. 2* The Jews who were there gathered around him, saying, “How long will you keep us in
suspense? If you are the Messiah, tell us plainly.” * Jesus answered, “I did tell you, but you do not believe. The
works I do in my Father’s name testify about me, 2® but you do not believe because you are not my sheep. >’ My
sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they follow me. *® I give them eternal life, and they shall never
perish; no one will snatch them out of my hand. * My Father, who has given them to me, is greater than all; no one
can snatch them out of my Father’s hand. * I and the Father are one.” *' Again his Jewish opponents picked up
stones to stone him, ** but Jesus said to them, “I have shown you many good works from the Father. For which of
these do you stone me?” ** “We are not stoning you for any good work,” they replied, “but for blasphemy, because
you, a mere man, claim to be God.” John 10:22-33




