[ A new commandment | give to you,
That you love one another;

as I have loved you, |

that you also love one another. |

By this shall all men know that you,
are my disciples, if you have ‘
love one to another. &

% John13:34-35
A
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"Love One Another”

Jesus delivers a profound directive to His disciples, laying the foundation for genuine Christian
community. Let us explore how this commandment, rooted in truth, has the power to transform
lives and relationships.

Point 1: The Command of Love

"So now | am giving you a new commandment: Love each other. Just as | have loved you, you
should love each other. Your love for one another will prove to the world that you are my disci-
ples." Jesus issues a revolutionary commandment, elevating love to the pinnacle of Christian
virtue. This command goes beyond mere affection; it calls for sacrificial, selfless love—the same
love demonstrated by Christ on the cross. It's a love that transcends boundaries and extends to
all, marking the essence of true discipleship. Jesus, in these words, establishes love as the de-
fining characteristic of His followers. It's not merely an emotion but a commandment to actively
love others as He has loved us. This love is meant to be radical, sacrificial, and unconditional.
"Christianity means community through Jesus Christ and in Jesus Christ. No Christian communi-
ty is more or less than this."

1 John 4:7 (NLT) "Dear friends, let us continue to love one another, for love comes from God.
Anyone who loves is a child of God and knows God." John emphasizes that love originates from
God Himself. It's not just an earthly virtue but a divine attribute that reflects our relationship with
Him. Loving others is evidence of our connection with God.

Point 2: The Witness of Love

"Your love for one another will prove to the world that you are my disciples." Jesus emphasizes
the transformative impact of love on the world. Genuine love among believers serves as a pow-
erful testimony to the reality of Christ's presence and the truth of His teachings. It is through our
love for one another that the world sees the authenticity of our faith and the redemptive power of
Christ.

Martin Luther King Jr. eloquently stated, "I have decided to stick with love. Hate is too great a
burden to bear."

1 Peter 4:8 (NLT) - "Most important of all, continue to show deep love for each other, for love
covers a multitude of sins." Peter underscores the significance of love within the Christian com-
munity. This love isn't superficial but profound, capable of forgiving and reconciling. It's a love
that extends grace and mercy, reflecting God's own love for us.

Point 3: The Practice of Love

"Dear children, let’s not merely say that we love each other; let us show the truth by our actions."
Love is not merely a sentiment but a tangible expression demonstrated through our actions. As
followers of Christ, we are called to actively love others, not just in word but in deed. This entails
compassion, kindness, forgiveness, and service—the very characteristics shown by Jesus Him-
self. John challenges us to move beyond words and into action. Love isn't just an expressions
it's the tangible deeds that demonstrate genuine care and concern for others. It's about living out
the truth of our love through our conduct. "It's not how much we give but how much love we put
into giving."

"For you have been called to live in freedom, my brothers and sisters. But don’t use your free-
dom to satisfy your sinful nature. Instead, use your freedom to serve one another in love."

Paul speaks of the freedom we have in Christ, which includes freedom from the burden of legal-
ism. This freedom empowers us to love authentically, without the constraints of rules and regula-

tions. It's a liberation to love as Christ loved us.
(Conclusion Continued on the bottom of Page 4)
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Church Contacts
intouchlwlc@yahoo.com

Ministry Support Coordinator, Diana Motel
dianamotel@yahoo.com

Leadership Team

Neal Hartz - President
Ken Marks—Vice President
Bill Merchantz - Treasurer

Diana Motel - Secretary

Members at Large
Paul Huang

Stewardship Snapshot

May 11th
25 Worshipped

3 Watched Online
28 Total Worshipped

Financial Support
925.00 General Fund Offering
450.00 Preschool Fund
250.00 Dolores Urbank Memorial
$1,625.00 Total Deposit

Devotional Time
Opportunities to Connect with God

PUSH PRAYER meets every Tuesday at 10:00 a.m. to pray for our church, community and world. We welcome requests (call
708-403-9673) or visit our website to send in your prayer request, or join us for 30-40 minutes each week.

RADIO & TV OPPORTUNITIES

o Worship Anew—38:00 a.m. Sunday - Comcast channel 184 (TLN) & 8 (SD) , WPWR channel 50, AT&T U-verse channel 1008 (HD) &
8 (SD), Dish Network # 8495; 10:30 a.m. Sunday - DIRECTV channel 377 (TCT)

o The Lutheran Hour 10a.m.and 6 p.m. Sundays on 1230 AM; and 9:30 a.m. Sundays on 1580 AM

DEVOTIONAL OF THE WEEK God showed how much he loved us by sending his one and only Son into the world so that we
might have eternal life through him. This is real love—not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as a sacrifice
to take away our sins. 1 John 4:9-12 (NLT)

Dear friends, since God loved us that much, we surely ought to love each other. No one has ever seen God. But if we love each
other, God lives in us, and his love is brought to full expression in us.

VERSE OF THE MONTH 2 My dear children, | write this to you so that you will not sin. But if anybody does sin, we have an ad-
vocate with the Father—Jesus Christ, the Righteous One. 2 He is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not only for ours but also
for the sins of the whole world. 1 John 2:1-2
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Mission of the Month

REDEEMING LIFE OUTREACH MINISTRIES will be our Mission of the Month for May. It is truly a passionate and
caring ministry for women and their newborn babies. Redeeming Life has been one of our past missions, especially
for the month of May, helping the moms who are struggling with difficult issues and finding hope with Redeeming Life.
They of course sent an email to us late Sunday evening last week stating how thankful they are that these women
indeed had a happy Mother’s Day. | have attached that email below.

Dear Steve & Elaine,

Today we celebrate God’s gift of mothers! Of all the ways God could have designed to bring new life into the world, He
chose to use mothers....to carry new life and to nurture.

We thank God for the mothers and the others He called to nurture us and those He calls to help the women of Redeeming
Life’s maternity homes as they prepare for and navigate motherhood.

After today, the Mother’s Day focus will fade, and the world will move on to the next celebration. Yet every day God equips
and sustains mothers. Every day mothers nurture and care for their children. Every day!

Today, as you complete your family celebrations and the sun goes down on Mother’s Day 2025, please know that we thank
God for you and the support you share for the moms and babies of Redeeming Life. Your support makes a world of differ-
ence to women in crisis. Your generosity makes every day a happier mother’s day for women in dire situations.

Thank you for your part in every happy mother’s day at Redeeming Life!

Grateful for you,
The Redeeming Life Team

HAPPY
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Redeeming Life
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Outreach Ministries Inc.
VBS 2025 is now being posted and advertised on the website and Facebook, and several of our past VBS families have al-
ready commented and liked the new update! Diana has already reached out to the high schools last week to have them post
for volunteers. If you know any high schoolers that need community service hours, this is a great way to get at least 20+
hours if they are able to work the whole week. We still have some volunteers who are working and going to college that has
told Diana they will help out as much as possible. Sherri Grecci will of course be here helping out with snack time each day.

VBS 2025

Save the date!

Living Word Lutheran Church
Orland Park, IL



Living Word News -

MOWERS NEEDED even though we only have the one working mower as of right now, it would be greatly appreciated if we
could get more volunteers for the mowing ministry. For right now, Neal Hartz and George Hostert has been doing it. | know in
the past year or two, we've had a few others come out when they could and take care of the mowing. If we can get at least 4
volunteers, it will only be once a month that you would have to do it, or less if we have any periods of drought. We will let you
know as soon as the other mower is up and running again. Thank you for all that you do for our church, it greatly appreciated.

EASTER FLOWERS: there are still several flowers left, I'm not sure if everyone had gotten their flowers that they ordered, if not
feel free to take them home with you. Any leftover flowers will get transplanted outside in Linda Boehm’s garden.

PRESCHOOL GRADUATION is today, Sunday, May 18th. The kids have been practicing very hard this week, and are sound-
ing great. They've got their dance moves down and can’t wait for their last week of school and to perform for us at their gradua-
tion. They all had a terrific year. Mrs. Diana taught them about dinosaurs, space, Jesus, the animals in the zoo, and so very
much more. They had their end of the year assessments this week, and they all have vastly improved since their beginning of
the year assessments. Great job to the kids and especially to their teacher. Last week they were able to release their butterflies.
That was the first thing the kids did when they came in, was to check on the butterflies to see their progress. On Thursday, the
kids found a nest of baby bunnies in the playground, right by their swing. One of the bunnies even ventured out for a little hop
around the playground and outside wall of the preschool. The kids loved it!
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“Love One Another”

(Continued from Page 1)

Conclusion:

In summary, these passages emphasize the central importance of love in the life of a believer. It's not just a sentiment but a
commandment and a mark of discipleship. Love originates from God, covers sin, requires action, and is facilitated by the free-
dom we have in Christ. As we embrace and embody this transformative love, we fulfil the essence of our faith and bear witness
to the reality of God's presence in our lives.

As we reflect on the transformative commandment of love, let us commit to embodying Christ's love in our lives. May our love
for one another be a shining beacon of God's truth and grace to a world in need. Let us go forth, transformed by the truth of
Christ's love, and let our actions testify to the reality of His presence in our midst.

Application:

Take time this week to reflect on how you can demonstrate Christ-like love to those around you. Whether through acts of kind-
ness, forgiveness, or service, let your love be a tangible expression of God's transformative power.



