
“Blind Chance versus God’s Command” 1 

May 2025 Calendar 2 

May Celebrations 3 

Stewardship Snapshot/Devotional Time 3 

Mission of the Month 4 

VBS 2025 4 

Living Word News  5 

Wetzel Letter  5 

5-4-2025 Message Outline 6 

    PRAYER CHAIN          
       REQUESTS 

       Eleanor  Galik 

   for immediate prayers 

Volume 34, Issue 18 May 4, 2025 

Living Word 
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“GodÕs Rescuing Power” 

Living in the Word...that the 
Word may live in others. 
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intouchlwlc@yahoo.com 
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SUNDAY SCHEDULE 

  9:15 am   Adult study 

Inside this issue: 

Thankfulness is one of those topics where there’s almost universal agreement, between both 
Christians and non-Christians, that it’s good to be thankful. Even though we know how important 
it is to give thanks, we’re still faced with the reality that giving thanks can be hard. It’s hard to 
sort out the good from all of the bad we see in the world. It’s much easier to grumble, complain, 
or simply lose hope.  We know that we should be thankful, but we’re often left asking the ques-
tion: How? How can we be thankful people when our world is so broken? There is much we can 
learn from Psalm 30, where we see David giving thanks and praise for God’s rescue.  
God Rescues from Death  
In the first three verses, we see that God has moved in David’s life. We don’t know exactly what 
has happened, but David speaks powerfully about the work the Lord has done to rescue 
him. And in speaking about God’s rescue, David emphasizes what he has been rescued from.  
In verse 3, David twice mentions that if God hadn’t moved, he would be in the grave.  David is 
saying, “God’s rescuing work is the difference between life and death.” And this is important to 
point out because it shows that David understands the significance of his rescue.  The good 
news of God’s rescue is magnified by understanding the bad news. In a similar way, as we de-
sire to be thankful people, it’s important for us to think about the spiritual reality of what was true 
of us without Christ, before God rescued us. The Bible has lots to say about our spiritual reality 
before Christ.  It says that we were darkened in our understanding, alienated from God, unclean, 
unrighteous, evil, and hostile towards God. When we are tempted to get caught up in the cir-
cumstances of day-to-day life, this eternal perspective drives us to thankfulness.  
God Rescues into His Eternal Favor  
God’s anger and the reality of weeping still on this earth. What exactly is this doing in a psalm of 
thanks? This is the reality of living in a fallen world that is tainted by sin. Even as believers, we 
still receive God’s discipline as he corrects our sinful ways. And we know all too well that weep-
ing will come in this life, suffering is inevitable, and pain is real.  Yet, David’s focus is on eterni-
ty. He knows that God’s anger towards his saints is temporary, but his favor is eternal.  And 
while weeping may last the night, joy will come with the morning. In Christ, we have also re-
ceived God’s eternal favor, on an even greater scale.  We weren’t just close to death, we were 
dead and were brought back to life.  And in this new life, we are promised riches that are beyond 
measure because we will be found in Christ.  We should let this stir our souls to thankfulness, 
just like David. Even when cynicism seems to rule in our hearts, when we’re tempted to rumi-
nate on our despair, remember that you have been given the free gift of God’s eternal fa-
vor.  The darkness won’t endure. Your circumstances won’t last forever. God’s promises will. 
God Rescues By His Mercy  
David begins to talk about a specific season where he was in need of God’s rescue. David was 
in a season of prosperity, but instead of giving God the credit, David becomes prideful. And 
then, God withdrew, leaving David dismayed. David does the only thing he knows how to do. He 
cries out to God for help.  Though David reasons with God, he knows the only way God will res-
cue him is by his mercy. David knows that his sin is worthy of punishment. It was a rebellion 
against a holy God, so he deserves to die. And as he recalls God’s rescue in this specific in-
stance, he knows that God has only acted because of his great mercy. And this mirrors the 
same mercy that we have received from God in Christ. In our state of spiritual deadness, we 
deserved eternal punishment.  But God, being rich in mercy, withheld the punishment that we 
rightly deserved because Jesus took the punishment on our behalf. Let this truth lead you to 
thankfulness. When you feel overwhelmed by sin, let the Holy Spirit lead you to remember 
God’s great mercy.  Your sins were eternally paid for on the cross. 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
    1 

9am–Noon             
Preschool 

2 3    

4 

9:15am Adult 
Bible Study 

10:00am Wor-
ship Tradition-
al Communion 
Hymnal Ser-
vice 

5 

 

6 

9am–Noon             
Preschool 

 

10:00am Push 
Prayer 

7 

9am–Noon             
Preschool 

 
 

 

8 

9am–Noon             
Preschool 

9     10      

11 
9:15am Adult 
Bible Study                   
10:00am 
Blended Wor-
ship Service  

Mother’s Day 

Good Shep-
herd Sunday  

12 13 

9am–Noon             
Preschool 

 

10:00am Push 
Prayer 

14 

9am–Noon             
Preschool 

15 

9am–Noon                      

   Preschool 

Last Day of 
School 

16 17 

18 

9:15am Bible 
Study 

10:00am 
Blended Wor-
ship Service 

 

Preschool 
Graduation 

Program 

19 

 

 

20 

  
10:00am Push 
Prayer 

21 

 
22 

     

 

7:00pm Council 
Meeting 

23 

 

24 

 
 

25 

9:15am Adult 
Bible Study            

10:00am 
Blended Com-
munion Wor-
ship Service  

26 
Memorial Day 

Office Closed 

27 

 

10:00am Push 
Prayer      

28 

 
29 

  
 

30 31 



                                                                                                                                   

  
     
  May 4    Daniel Michael 
  May 8    Cathy Baids 
  May 12  Diane Chitwood 
  May 13  Bob Grossart 
  May 24  Freddy Merchantz 
  May 28  Brian Michael 
  May 30  Deanna Meier 
  May 30  Joshua Regan 
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Stewardship Snapshot 

Devotional Time 

DEVOTIONAL OF THE WEEK  The Gospel of John emphasizes belief in Jesus as the Christ, the Son of God, as the key to hav-
ing eternal life, and John explicitly states this purpose in John 20:31 

VERSE OF THE MONTH  2 My dear children, I write this to you so that you will not sin. But if anybody does sin, we have an ad-
vocate with the Father—Jesus Christ, the Righteous One. 2 He is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not only for ours but also 
for the sins of the whole world. 1 John 2:1-2 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

                     
 
 

                April 27th  

          24 Worshipped 
                                                        7 Watched Online                     
                  31 Total Worshipped 
 

                Financial Support  
                1,970.00  General Fund Offering  
                   232.00  Mission of the Month (Children’s Ministry) 
                    46.00  Easter Flowers Money  
              $1,131.00  Total Deposit 

Church Contacts 
intouchlwlc@yahoo.com 

Ministry Support Coordinator, Diana Motel 
dianamotel@yahoo.com     

 

     Leadership Team  

Neal Hartz  -  President  
Ken Marks—Vice President  
Bill Merchantz - Treasurer 

Diana Motel - Secretary 
         

Members at Large  

Paul Huang  

Church Contacts 

Opportunities to Connect with God 
PUSH PRAYER meets every Tuesday at 10:00 a.m. to pray for our church, community and world.  We welcome requests (call 
708-403-9673) or visit our website to send in your prayer request, or join us for 30-40 minutes each week. 
RADIO & TV OPPORTUNITIES 
· Worship Anew—8:00 a.m. Sunday -  Comcast channel 184 (TLN) & 8 (SD) , WPWR channel 50, AT&T U-verse channel 1008   (HD) & 

8 (SD), Dish Network # 8495;   10:30 a.m. Sunday - DIRECTV channel 377 (TCT) 

· The Lutheran Hour    10 a.m. and 6 p.m.   Sundays on 1230 AM; and 9:30 a.m. Sundays on 1580 AM 

May Celebrations 
                                                                                                                             
  
 
 

 
 

  May 9      Shawn Regan 
 May 12    Diana Motel 
 May 13    Paxton Hostert 

 
 

 

                                                                                                                             
  
 

Happy Anniversary  
 
 
 
 
 
  

          
           
 May 9    Steve & Eileen Rhoads 
           
  



Mission of the Month 
CHILDREN’S MINISTRY is our Mission of the Month for April. The funds collected each week will go towards the Easter 
Eggs, and the items that her and Kyle had filled all 1,828 eggs for the 137 kids that were registered for this year’s Easter Egg 
Hunt. Whatever is left over, will go towards the VBS Bible Buddies and materials for all crafts for each day of VBS. Thank you 
for overwhelming generosity, we were able to collect $232.00 for the Children’s Ministry. 

REDEEMING LIFE OUTREACH MINISTRIES will be our Mission of the Month for May. It is truly a passionate and 
caring ministry for women and their newborn babies. Redeeming Life has been one of our past missions, especially 
for the month of May, helping the moms who are struggling with difficult issues and finding hope with Redeeming Life.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

VBS 2025 is now being posted and advertised on the website and Facebook, and several of our past VBS families have al-
ready commented and liked the new update! Diana has already reached out to the high schools last week to have them post 
for volunteers. If you know any high schoolers that need community service hours, this is a great way to get at least 20+ 
hours if they are able to work the whole week. We still have some volunteers who are working and going to college that has 
told Diana they will help out as much as possible. Sherri Grecci will of course be here helping out with snack time each day. 
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Living Word News 
Page 5 

A BIG THANK YOU to our new video team, lol. Paul Motel, (Diana’s hubby), Dave Holloway and Paul Huang, plus they had 
Neal Hartz and Ken Marks help them move up the TV by a total 16”. From what we can tell so far, everyone can see all of the 
lines on each slide. Thank you guys for moving the TV. 
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5-4-2025 Message Outline 

“Rejoicing Comes In the Morning!” 
 

“Weeping may stay for the night, but rejoicing comes in the morning…” Psalm 30:5b 

 
1) Rejoicing comes in trusting the Lord’s WAY. 
     9 Meanwhile, Saul was still breathing out murderous threats against the Lord’s disciples. He went to the high priest 2 and 
asked him for letters to the synagogues in Damascus, so that if he found any there who belonged to the Way, whether men or 
women, he might take them as prisoners to Jerusalem. 3 As he neared Damascus on his journey, suddenly a light from heaven 
flashed around him. 4 He fell to the ground and heard a voice say to him, “Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?” 5 “Who are 
you, Lord?” Saul asked. “I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting,” he replied. 6 “Now get up and go into the city, and you will 
be told what you must do.” 7 The men traveling with Saul stood there speechless; they heard the sound but did not see 
anyone. 8 Saul got up from the ground, but when he opened his eyes he could see nothing. So they led him by the hand into 
Damascus. 9 For three days he was blind, and did not eat or drink anything. 10 In Damascus there was a disciple named 
Ananias. The Lord called to him in a vision, “Ananias!” “Yes, Lord,” he answered. 11 The Lord told him, “Go to the house of 
Judas on Straight Street and ask for a man from Tarsus named Saul, for he is praying. 12 In a vision he has seen a man named 
Ananias come and place his hands on him to restore his sight.” 13 “Lord,” Ananias answered, “I have heard many reports about 
this man and all the harm he has done to your holy people in Jerusalem. 14 And he has come here with authority from the chief 
priests to arrest all who call on your name.” 15 But the Lord said to Ananias, “Go! This man is my chosen instrument to 
proclaim my name to the Gentiles and their kings and to the people of Israel. 16 I will show him how much he must suffer for 
my name.” 17 Then Ananias went to the house and entered it. Placing his hands on Saul, he said, “Brother Saul, the Lord—
Jesus, who appeared to you on the road as you were coming here—has sent me so that you may see again and be filled with 
the Holy Spirit.” 18 Immediately, something like scales fell from Saul’s eyes, and he could see again. He got up and was 
baptized, 19 and after taking some food, he regained his strength. Saul spent several days with the disciples in Damascus. 20 At 
once he began to preach in the synagogues that Jesus is the Son of God. 21 All those who heard him were astonished and asked, 
“Isn’t he the man who raised havoc in Jerusalem among those who call on this name? And hasn’t he come here to take them as 
prisoners to the chief priests?” 22 Yet Saul grew more and more powerful and baffled the Jews living in Damascus by proving 
that Jesus is the Messiah.                                                                                               Acts 9:1-22 
 

2) Rejoicing comes in seeing the Lamb’s WORTHINESS. 
     8 And when he had taken it, the four living creatures and the twenty-four elders fell down before the Lamb. Each one had a 
harp and they were holding golden bowls full of incense, which are the prayers of God’s people. 9 And they sang a new song, 
saying: “You are worthy to take the scroll and to open its seals, because you were slain, and with your blood you purchased for 
God persons from every tribe and language and people and nation. 10 You have made them to be a kingdom and priests to 
serve our God, and they will reign on the earth.” 11 Then I looked and heard the voice of many angels, numbering thousands 
upon thousands, and ten thousand times ten thousand. They encircled the throne and the living creatures and the elders. 12 In a 
loud voice they were saying: “Worthy is the Lamb, who was slain, to receive power and wealth and wisdom and strength and 
honor and glory and praise!” 13 Then I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and on the sea, and all 
that is in them, saying: “To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise and honor and glory and power, for ever and 
ever!” 14 The four living creatures said, “Amen,” and the elders fell down and worshiped.               Revelation 5:8-14 
 
3) Rejoicing comes in obeying the Lord’s WILL. 
     21 Afterward Jesus appeared again to his disciples, by the Sea of Galilee. It happened this way: 2 Simon Peter, 
Thomas (also known as Didymus), Nathanael from Cana in Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, and two other disciples were 
together. 3 “I’m going out to fish,” Simon Peter told them, and they said, “We’ll go with you.” So they went out and got into 
the boat, but that night they caught nothing. 4 Early in the morning, Jesus stood on the shore, but the disciples did not realize 
that it was Jesus. 5 He called out to them, “Friends, haven’t you any fish?” “No,” they answered. 6 He said, “Throw your net on 
the right side of the boat and you will find some.” When they did, they were unable to haul the net in because of the large 
number of fish. 7 Then the disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter, “It is the Lord!” As soon as Simon Peter heard him say, “It 
is the Lord,” he wrapped his outer garment around him (for he had taken it off) and jumped into the water. 8 The other 
disciples followed in the boat, towing the net full of fish, for they were not far from shore, about a hundred yards. 9 When they 
landed, they saw a fire of burning coals there with fish on it, and some bread. 10 Jesus said to them, “Bring some of the fish you 
have just caught.” 11 So Simon Peter climbed back into the boat and dragged the net ashore. It was full of large fish, 153, but 
even with so many the net was not torn. 12 Jesus said to them, “Come and have breakfast.” None of the disciples dared ask him, 
“Who are you?” They knew it was the Lord. 13 Jesus came, took the bread and gave it to them, and did the same with the 
fish. 14 This was now the third time Jesus appeared to his disciples after he was raised from the dead. John 21:1-14 
 


