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"Don’t Worry, God Understands and Cares”
“Don’t worry about it.” That phrase is disturbing. In fact, it worries me. Lol. When someone
says, “Don’t worry about it,” | cannot help but wonder what is going on. First, | wonder if they
really know the gravity of the situation. | think, “If you knew what was going on, you would be
more concerned.” Second, | wonder if they are only concerned about themselves. “Yea, it's
easy to say, ‘Don’t worry about it,” when you are not going to be hurt by what happens.” Third,
and perhaps the worst, | wonder if they really care. But they really do, but not like God does.
Which is why | am so thankful for what Jesus does in our gospel reading. He says, “Don’t wor-
ry,” ... but then He also elaborates on why He says that and, in doing so, He offers us worriers
an encouraging word. He assures us that God understands, God is full of love for us, and God
is active in His care.
First, Jesus assures us that God understands. When it comes to the things we worry about,
Jesus says, “Your Father knows you need them”. God knows our needs. Jesus awakens us to
something greater than the universe. He points to the One who made the universe, and He
calls Him our Father. The One who made the universe also made us and understands our situ-
ation. God has seen our sin and suffering and sent His Son to set things right. His Son suffered
the punishment of our sin in order that He might restore our relationship with the Father. Jesus
tells us not to worry because He truly knows our needs and brings us into relationship with our
heavenly Father who made us and knows us better than we know ourselves.
Second, Jesus bring us into relationship with our Father who knows us, but this heavenly Fa-
ther loves us. That is the second encouraging word. God loves us. It is easy to say, “Don’t wor-
ry about it,” when you do not have any skin in the game. Jesus, however, is God’s skin in the
game. He says, “Don’t worry about it,” because He is God and He is fully invested in bringing
us through the difficulties of this world into everlasting life. “Fear not, little flock,” Jesus says,
“for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the Kingdom”. God is full of love toward us.
Third, God is active in His care. Sometimes, people say, “Don’t worry about it,” as they are
walking away. Jesus, however, says this not as He is walking away but as He is walking toward
us, walking toward Jerusalem where He will bear our sin and be our Savior. Jesus is not leav-
ing His disciples alone in the world. Instead, He is opening their eyes to see how God is near
and active in the world. They are not to think of God as some distant being, loving them in a
disembodied way. Instead, God is near and active in His care. God sees the birds, not laboring
for food, and He feeds them. God see flowers, that quickly pass away, and gives them a spec-
tacular beauty. If God cares for birds by feeding them and flowers by clothing them, certainly,
He will care for you in ways beyond your understanding. When we are immersed in situations
which worry us, Jesus asks us to see how we are immersed in a world where God is active in
His care. We have a God who understands, who loves, and who is active in His care.
Worry can be myopic. It can reduce our understanding of who we are and who God is. When
we worry, we focus intently on what we are worried about and tend to evaluate everything else
in terms of that worry. How easy it is for God to get sucked into the vortex of our worrisome
vision. When we worry, we can reduce God to the circumstances of our lives. The only thing
about God that we care to know is whether or not He will take care of our worry. But God will
not be boxed in by our worries and He will not let our self-understanding be limited to our
needs. Jesus knows there is more to God and more to us than what we are worried about. As
Jesus says, “Life is more than food, and the body more than clothing”. Jesus tells us not to wor-
ry and then He offers us a fuller vision. God understands our situation and claims us as His
children. God loves us with a sacrificial love. God is presently active in His care in ways which
are beyond our understanding.
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Aug 12 Lisa Regan

Devotional Time

Opportunities to Connect with God

PUSH PRAYER meets every Tuesday at 10:00 a.m. to pray for our church, community and world. We welcome requests (call

708-403-9673) or visit our website to send in your prayer request, or join us for 30-40 minutes each week.

RADIO & TV OPPORTUNITIES

e Worship Anew—38:00 a.m. Sunday - Comcast channel 184 (TLN) & 8 (SD) , WPWR channel 50, AT&T U-verse channel 1008 (HD) &
8 (SD), Dish Network # 8495; 10:30 a.m. Sunday - DIRECTV channel 377 (TCT)

o The Lutheran Hour 10a.m.and 6 p.m. Sundays on 1230 AM; and 9:30 a.m. Sundays on 1580 AM

DEVOTIONAL OF THE WEEK '4How, then, can they call on the one they have not believed in? And how can they believe in the
one of whom they have not heard? And how can they hear without someone preaching to them? 15 And how can anyone preach
unless they are sent? As it is written: “How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news!” 1€ But not all the Israelites accept-
ed the good news. For Isaiah says, “Lord, who has believed our message?” 17 Consequently, faith comes from hearing the mes-
sage, and the message is heard through the word about Christ. 18 But | ask: Did they not hear? Of course they did: “Their voice
has gone out into all the earth, their words to the ends of the world.” 1 Again | ask: Did Israel not understand? First, Moses says,

‘I will make you envious by those who are not a nation; | will make you angry by a nation that has no understanding.” 20 And Isaiah
boldly says, “l was found by those who did not seek me; | revealed myself to those who did not ask for me.” 2! But concerning Isra-
el he says, “All day long | have held out my hands to a disobedient and obstinate people.” Romans 10:1-13

VERSE OF THE MONTH 6 Start children off on the way they should go, and even when they are old they will not turn from it.
Proverbs 22:6
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August Mission of the Month

Our Mission : To provide Christ-centered support and hope to
those affected by cancer.

Our Vision: Phil's Friends will expand to a sustainable
international organization by implementing new programs,
increasing services, expanding volunteer opportunities, and

developing needed support for individuals and families affected
by cancer.

phil's friends

cancer is strong.

Our Values: We are committed to carrying out our mission in a
Christ-centered, caring culture dedicated to supporting

individuals and families impacted by cancer. We adapt to the

dynamic needs of the people we serve by acting responsibly,

with a sense of urgency, and a passion for excellence. With
integrity, our team serves with compassion, respect, and
kindness, offering hope and peace to all.
PHIL’S FRIENDS is in urgent need of care package items to fulfill the many requests they've receive from patients. Currently,

they are especially in need of playing cards and puzzle books to bring comfort and joy to those they serve. Please see the Ama-
zon link below for items on their wish list.

Amazon link: amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/
2VVXEBM1KFW14/ref=nav_wishlist_lists_1

Thank you for your compassion and support
during this critical time. Your generosity makes a
real difference in the lives of those on a difficult

journey.
If you are able to help, please see the details
below on how to send these items to us: #philsfriends #hopeisstronger #spreadHOPE
#CancerSupport #cancercarepackage
294-653-8315 #webringhope #philsfriendsministry

julied@philsfriends.org

Crown Point Hope Center

1249 Arrowhead Court, Crown Point, IN 46307
Mondays, 5:00 - 6:30 pm

Tuesdays, 9:30-11:00 am & 2:00 - 5:30 pm
Thursdays, 9:30-11:00 am & 1:00 - 2:30 pm

Playing Cards
Puzzle Books

Addison Hope Center

1150 N. Swift Road, Unit D, Addison, IL 60101 ’ ;

Thursdays, 10:00-11:30 am & 5:30 - 7:30 pm A

Wheaton Hope Center

213 W. Wesley Street, Unit 104, Wheaton, IL
60187

Tuesdays, 10:00 am - 12:00 pm & 5:30 - 7:30 pm
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Find more information in the post
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PLEASE KEEP THE GALBERT FAMILY in your prayers. Last Friday their house caught on fire and basically lost everything. In
a matter of minutes everything they had went up in flames. Clothes, furniture, electronics, photos and other vital necessities
were all lost, and sadly one of the family’s dogs had not survived the fire either. Fortunately they are all safe no one was home,
but the loss of everything was devastating. There is a Go Fund Me page for the family if you would like to help them out. Braden
will need to replace everything that he was going to take with him to college and Paige was getting ready to go on a Clean Wa-
ter Mission in Malawi. Last known, they were trying to seek temporary housing during the time it will take for them to collect on
the insurance and relocate. | have some phone numbers for the Shelli and Tom Galbert, I'm not sure how current they are.

PRESCHOOL is going to start up again in a month from now. Diana will be busy getting her rooms together and ready for the
little kiddos this month. She will be having preschool 5 days a week starting this September, so if you know of anyone who is
looking for a wonderful program to sign their little ones up for, please let them know about Mrs. Diana and her preschool pro-
gram. She will be having her Back to School night on August 28th.

B : BALLET 58
: > " BLUEY & BENG@ BALLET 5:8 DANCE COMPANY dropped off some information
: and cards for a dance camp and dance that they are hosting. All of
: the information is below. The first set of dates for each dance camp
Ll aL was unfortunately in June, but there are two others that kids can

. HALF DAY attend
‘ A " AUGUST 4-8TH . . .
e TRV THANK YOU to all who donated all of the items for VBS. Especially

Ed and Cathy Baids, George and Pam Hostert, Neal and Kristi
Hartz, Anita Meier and most especially to Diana, not only getting
the last few remaining items that were needed, but for all of her
hard work and time that she always putts into our VBS. It is a great
= way for the kids in our community to come and learn about Jesus.
= | And as always, she is already getting the kids excited about next
o Rl 5 1:' . year's VBS, they will be going to the Rain Forest. | know | can’t
REGISTER! i wait, lol. | also would like to thank Sherri Grecci for all her time and
effort she puts into doing the snacks for the children every year. And again thank you to Neal and Ed and Sandy and Jim
Boehm for all of the work they did to get the playground looking so good for the kids to enjoy during VBS too.

THE AUGUST COUNCIL MEETING is tentatively scheduled for August 21st at 7:00pm, more information will be made availa-
ble in the newsletters if there are any changes to that date.

Srorion 8 Join us for Sunday
GRACE &  Adult Bible Study
T at 9:15 am
starting Sunday,
September 14th.
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