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A Call to Worship and Joy

Psalm 98 is an uplifting psalm that invites us to celebrate the Lord’s victory and justice through
song and worship. It speaks of praise to God for His work of salvation in widening circles —
firstly Israel, then all the earth, and finally all creation. It is the fifth psalm in a group of six known
as the Enthronement Psalms, which celebrate the reign of God as sovereign king over all hu-
manity and, indeed, over all creation. It also calls for a new song, a point that is often empha-
sized in other psalms. There was a group of people who wanted to hang onto old songs, while
on the other hand there was a group who wanted something fresh and contemporary — a de-
bate we are all too familiar with thousands of years later. Psalm 98 is divided into three parts:
praise to the Lord because of mighty deeds in the past, praise to the Lord, the ruling King in the
present, and a call to nature to also praise the Lord who will come in the future to set things right
in the world. “Sing to the Lord a new song, for he has done marvelous things; his right hand and
his holy arm have worked salvation for him. The Lord has made his salvation known and re-
vealed his righteousness to the nations. He has remembered his love and his faithfulness to
Israel; all the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God.”

A New Song: The gathered people of God are invited to sing a new song because the Lord “has
done marvelous things.” This call is significant because a “new song” represents a fresh re-
sponse to God’s ongoing acts of goodness and salvation. The idea of a new song is found in
many places in Scripture and means there should be something fresh and dynamic about wor-
ship and the songs we sing to God.

Marvelous Things: “For he has done marvelous things” emphasizes the extraordinary nature of
God’s actions. The psalmist acknowledges that God’s salvation is not just an ordinary act but a
display of divine power and grace. The new song has a reason: to celebrate the amazing works
of God. It isn’t empty praise or making music simply for the sake of music. The worship is con-
nected to life experience of His marvelous things.

Revealing His Righteousness: God has ‘revealed his righteousness to the nations.” This indi-
cates that God’s salvation is not limited to Israel but is a universal proclamation of His justice
and truth. It outlines God'’s desire for all nations to recognize His sovereign rule.

Remembering His Love and Faithfulness: God’s love and faithfulness to Israel are key
themes to this passage. This remembrance reassures the faithful of God’s consistent care and
promises. It also emphasizes that God’s salvation is grounded in His enduring covenant with His
people. We are encouraged to continually praise God with “new songs” — fresh expressions of
gratitude and worship. Recognizing the marvelous things God has done in our personal lives
and in the world encourages us to keep our worship vibrant and relevant. Reflecting on God’s
righteousness and faithfulness can deepen our trust in His promises and inspire us to share His
salvation with others. “Shout for joy to the Lord, all the earth, burst into jubilant song with music;
make music to the Lord with the harp, with the harp and the sound of singing, with trumpets and
the blast of the ram’s horn— shout for joy before the Lord, the King.”

Universal Joy: The psalmist extends the invitation for praise to “all the earth,” indicating that
God’s sovereignty and salvation are universal in scope. As the great news of God’s marvelous
things goes to the ends of the earth, it is right for all the earth to praise God.

Expressions of Praise: It describes various forms of musical expression: harp, singing, trum-
pets, and ram’s horn. These diverse forms symbolize the richness and fullness of worship. The
use of music in worship reflects the joy and excitement that should accompany our praise.
Shouting for Joy: The repeated emphasis on “shout for joy” highlights the exuberance and en-
thusiasm that should characterize our worship.

Make music to the Lord with the harp: This can be understood in two senses: that musical
instruments accompany our singing, and that the instruments sing to the Lord a song of praise.
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Devotional Time

Opportunities to Connect with God
PUSH PRAYER meets every Tuesday at 10:00 a.m. to pray for our church, community and world. We welcome requests (call
708-403-9673) or visit our website to send in your prayer request, or join us for 30-40 minutes each week. We are always looking

for people to join us in prayer to our Lord.
RADIO & TV OPPORTUNITIES

o Worship Anew—38:00 a.m. Sunday - Comcast channel 184 (TLN) & 8 (SD) , WPWR channel 50, AT&T U-verse channel 1008 (HD) &
8 (SD), Dish Network # 8495; 10:30 a.m. Sunday - DIRECTV channel 377 (TCT)
o The Lutheran Hour 10a.m.and 6 p.m. Sundays on 1230 AM; and 9:30 a.m. Sundays on 1580 AM

DEVOTION OF THE WEEK 16 So | say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the flesh. 17 For the flesh desires
what is contrary to the Spirit, and the Spirit what is contrary to the flesh. They are in conflict with each other, so that you are not to
do whatever you want. Galatians 5:16-17

O my God, give me your grace so that the things of this earth and the things more naturally pleasing to me, may not be as close
as you are to me. Keep my eyes, my ears, and my heart from clinging to the things of this world. Break my bonds, raise my heart.
Keep my whole being fixed on you. Let me never lose sight of you; and while | gaze on you, let my love for you grow more and
more each day.

VERSE OF THE MONTH " For the grace of God has appeared that offers salvation to all people. 21t teaches us to say “No” to
ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright and godly lives in this present age, '3 while we wait for the
blessed hope—the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ, 14who gave himself for us to redeem us from
all wickedness and to purify for himself a people that are his very own, eager to do what is good. Titus 2:11-14

CAPTURED BY GRACE is the first book that the Bible study class had began with. They started a couple of months ago, and it is
led by Neal Hartz. The group will be doing one chapter a week, each chapter is basically a different topic, so if you can’t make it
for the entire book, you won't be behind. The following study will be based on the book, A Life Beyond Amazing, they will start
working on that book around the middle of January. If you have any questions, or need a book, please see Neal.

THANKSGIVING EVE SERVICE will be held on November 26th at 6:30pm. The service will be led by our head elder, Bill Mer-
chantz, he will also be leading our worship service the following Sunday, November 30th, as Pastor and Elaine will be spending
their holiday with their family in Alabama.




ITEMS FOR SALE Please see Neal or Kristi Hartz for information on the different items that their friends are selling. Most items
are drastically reduced. Items include a small piano. 2 flat screen TVs, 2 regular TVs, a pool table, 3 lawn mowers, 2 gas gener-
ators, 2 ceiling fans (still in the box), 2 older small table lamps, and a bunch of electrical items, plus all of the furniture that you
see in the pictures above. The sale is this Saturday and Sunday from 9:30 to 3:30, at 17202 South Roy St. in Lansing, IL. If you
can't make it those days, and are interested in specific items, they will schedule a time to meet with you at the sale.
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The Orland Township Food Pantry supplies food and
Christmas gifts to low-income residents who need

immediate assistance.
We will be collecting monetary donations all month to help

them stock their shelves and buy gifts for our community.

NOVEMBER MISSION OF THE MONTH will be the Village of Orland Park Food Pantry. We will be collecting monetary donations
every Sunday for them to help stock their food pantry and to be able prepare for their holiday dinner and gift programs. With the
prices of food and gifts continually rising, there are so many families in our community that are struggling to make ends meet. It's
our goal to help make their holidays a little brighter b helping the Village to buy more items for them. As always we greatly appre-
ciate your overwhelming generosity.

THANK YOU LETTER was received earlier this week from Lutherans For Life. It reads, “Dear Friends of Life, You are a priceless
member of our Lutherans For Life community, and we are exceedingly grateful for your thoughts, prayers, and gift of $155.00.
Your offering will not only help us carry out our mission of equipping Lutherans and their neighbors to be Gospel-motivated voices
for Life, but it will make a life-changing impact on those who hear and believe this good news. Lutherans For Life exists because
of congregations like Living Word Lutheran Church! Your unwavering support and offerings empower us to continue educating,
defending, and advocating for the lives of others. So this means your gift is not merely an offering but a partnership with Luther-
ans for Life. ... Your generosity and commitment motivate us everyday to help youth and adults learn to respect and value all
stages of life, from fertilization to forever. And together, we will continue to strive toward a future where the value of life is shaped
by the Gospel.” It is signed, “David Probst, Development Director, Lutherans For Life” The complete letter can be found on the
bulletin board.

Living Word News

PARENTS’ NIGHT OUT is scheduled for all of our past and current preschool and VBS families. It will be Saturday, December
13th from 4pm—7pm. Registration hasn’t even opened yet, and we have 7 registered. Mrs. Diana is giving parents a night out
for Christmas shopping, wrapping presents, date night, or just sitting home relaxing in peace and quiet for a few hours during
the hectic hustle and bustle of the holiday season. She will be showing a movie, serving pizza and popcorn, and doing a craft
with the children. They will also be having a fake snowball fight here. We, of course already have some of our faithful VBS vol-
unteers already commit to helping us out. She has 25 teenage volunteers.

ORLAND PARK CHRISTMAS TREE will also be purchased this year. Anyone who wants to help decorate the tree can see
Diana for more details as to the dates. The tree will be up and ready for us to decorate as of November 27th and must be com-
pleted by noon on November 30th. We are planning to go and decorate it sometime on November 29th.

THE NOVEMBER COUNCIL MEETING was held last Sunday, November 9th following the service. The main topic of discus-
sion wias the Call Committee update from our meeting with President Buss, and the several different options that are available
to us, including putting in our papers before December 1st for a seminary graduate, a meeting in Burr Ridge regarding partner-
ship possibilities with other congregations and available candidates for the SMP program. They also discussed the normal
monthly topics since they had decided not to have 2 meetings this month. Among the other topics were the finances, preschool
updates and Parents’ Night Out event.
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BRROKFIELD ZOO CHRISTMAS TREE is all decorated. Thanks to Mrs. Diana and her preschoolers, we have a great looking
tree. Also thank you to our members who were there for the festivities including the Motel family, Dave Holloway, Ken Marks,
his mom and Malia Oliver, and myself and my grandson. We are very thankful for the weather holding out for us, and we were
all able to finish decorating the tree as you can see by the pictures below and then most of us went exploring the zoo for the rest
of the day. If you happen to get a chance to visit the zoo between now and the New Year, stop by the tree and check it out. Its
right near the fountain and next to the lion statues (the south one). It is tree number 242.
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“Sing to the Lord”

“Sing to the Lord a new song,
for he has done marvelous things.’
Psalm 98:1

)

1) Sing to the Lord a new song — His DAY is coming.

“Surely the day is coming; it will burn like a furnace. All the arrogant and every evildoer will be stubble, and the
day that is coming will set them on fire,” says the LorRD Almighty. “Not a root or a branch will be left to them. ? But
for you who revere my name, the sun of righteousness will rise with healing in its rays. And you will go out and
frolic like well-fed calves. * Then you will trample on the wicked; they will be ashes under the soles of your feet on
the day when I act,” says the LorRD Almighty. * “Remember the law of my servant Moses, the decrees and laws I
gave him at Horeb for all Israel. ° “See, I will send the prophet Elijah to you before that great and dreadful day of
the LorD comes. ® He will turn the hearts of the parents to their children, and the hearts of the children to their
parents; or else I will come and strike the land with total destruction.” Malachi 4:1-6

2) Sing to the Lord a new song — His DOING is tireless.

%In the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, we command you, brothers and sisters, to keep away from every believer
who is idle and disruptive and does not live according to the teaching you received from us. ’ For you yourselves
know how you ought to follow our example. We were not idle when we were with you, ® nor did we eat anyone’s
food without paying for it. On the contrary, we worked night and day, laboring and toiling so that we would not be a
burden to any of you. > We did this, not because we do not have the right to such help, but in order to offer ourselves
as a model for you to imitate. ' For even when we were with you, we gave you this rule: “The one who is unwilling
to work shall not eat.” ' We hear that some among you are idle and disruptive. They are not busy; they are
busybodies. '? Such people we command and urge in the Lord Jesus Christ to settle down and earn the food they
eat. ©* And as for you, brothers and sisters, never tire of doing what is good. 2 Thessalonians 3:6-13

3) Sing to the Lord a new song— His DEFENSE stands firm.

> Some of his disciples were remarking about how the temple was adorned with beautiful stones and with gifts
dedicated to God. But Jesus said, ®“As for what you see here, the time will come when not one stone will be left on
another; every one of them will be thrown down.” 7 “Teacher,” they asked, “when will these things happen? And
what will be the sign that they are about to take place?” ® He replied: “Watch out that you are not deceived. For
many will come in my name, claiming, ‘I am he,” and, ‘The time is near.” Do not follow them. * When you hear of
wars and uprisings, do not be frightened. These things must happen first, but the end will not come right away.”
" Then he said to them: “Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. '" There will be great
earthquakes, famines and pestilences in various places, and fearful events and great signs from heaven. '* “But
before all this, they will seize you and persecute you. They will hand you over to synagogues and put you in prison,
and you will be brought before kings and governors, and all on account of my name. * And so you will bear
testimony to me. '* But make up your mind not to worry beforehand how you will defend yourselves. '* For I will
give you words and wisdom that none of your adversaries will be able to resist or contradict. ' You will be betrayed
even by parents, brothers and sisters, relatives and friends, and they will put some of you to death. '’ Everyone will
hate you because of me. '® But not a hair of your head will perish. * Stand firm, and you will win life. 2 “When you
see Jerusalem being surrounded by armies, you will know that its desolation is near. 2! Then let those who are in
Judea flee to the mountains, let those in the city get out, and let those in the country not enter the city. **For this is
the time of punishment in fulfillment of all that has been written. ** How dreadful it will be in those da}/s for
pregnant women and nursing mothers! There will be great distress in the land and wrath against this people. ** They
will fall by the sword and will be taken as prisoners to all the nations. Jerusalem will be trampled on by the Gentiles
until the times of the Gentiles are fulfilled. 2* “There will be signs in the sun, moon and stars. On the earth, nations
will be in anguish and perplexity at the roaring and tossing of the sea. *® People will faint from terror, apprehensive
of what is coming on the world, for the heavenly bodies will be shaken. 2’ At that time they will see the Son of
Man coming in a cloud with power and great glory. 2® When these things begin to take place, stand up and lift up
your heads, because your redemption is drawing near.” Luke 21:5-28




