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"When We Go Through Difficulties”

To reach his destiny, Joseph went through betrayal, temptation, slander, and wrongful imprison-

i it | ment. But he came out on top. Here’s what Joseph recognized that we need to recognize, too:
il 1) God knows what you’re going through, and He cares. There is a key phrase found five

different times in the story of Joseph: ‘But the Lord was with Joseph.’ Even when everything was
going wrong, Joseph never doubted that God was with him.

2) You have been given freedom of choice. God gives you freedom to choose how you will
react to your circumstances: faith or doubt, joy or despair, patience or impatience, etc. When you
choose to ignore what's right, God won'’t force His will on you. Sometimes we bring problems on
ourselves and then blame God. We say, ‘It must be God's will,” as if God gets pleasure out of
planning our mistakes and miseries! The truth of the matter is that God’s will isn’t always carried
out. Yes, He has a plan for our lives, but He has also given us free will. And because He has also
given others free will, their mistakes and decisions can hurt us as well.

3) God is in control of the final outcome. He can take every negative circumstance in your life
and turn it around for your good. In the end, Joseph could say, ‘You meant it for harm, but God
meant it for good’ (see Genesis 50:20). And while God was working to bring good out of his situ-
ation, Joseph had to keep trusting Him, even though at the time he did not understand what was
happening — and we must do that too.

Here are two more things Joseph understood that we need to understand as well:

1) We can’t afford to give in to self-pity. Perhaps we’re going through a trial right now and
we’re an innocent party — the victim of a situation we didn’t cause. Consider Joseph'’s reaction
when he was in a similar position. The first thing he didn’t do was succumb to self-pity. Why?
Because it's a major contributor to depression. Often, when we experience a serious problem
and our self-esteem is already at its lowest ebb, we start blaming ourselves and putting our-
selves down. Joseph didn’t do that. He understood that the crisis he was in wasn’t of his own
making, and he tried to look at it realistically. When we're in a storm and we allow our boat to turn
sideways, the storm will capsize us. Similarly, when storms come into our life, the best way to
overcome them is to trust God and face them head-on, like Joseph did.

2) Never make a major decision when we’re depressed. Many times, when we’re discour-
aged, we're tempted to say, ‘I'm going to give up,” or ‘I'm going to switch jobs,” or ‘I'm going to
move away,” or ‘I'm going to file for divorce.” Please don’t do that! When you're downcast and
despondent, your feelings are unreliable, your focus becomes blurred, and you lose your per-
spective when it comes to exercising good judgment. So what should you do? Trust God to bring
you through it! Say, ‘In God I have put my trust; | will not fear. What can flesh do to me?’

Here is something else Joseph knew that we need to know too. You can’t afford the excess
baggage of bitterness. After many years, Joseph met his brothers again when they came to
Egypt for grain. As they entered Joseph’s presence and bowed before him, Egypt’'s second-in-
command, they were unable to recognize him. And when Joseph tried to tell them who he was,
they were stunned and horrified. Here was the brother they had tried to kill years earlier, and now
he was in a position to do whatever he wished with them. But instead, he forgave them. Why?
Because Joseph knew he couldn’t afford the excess baggage of bitterness.

So, what should we do when we're tempted to harbor bitterness? Do what Joseph did: he sus-
tained his faith and hope in God, believed that things would ultimately work out well, and contin-
ued his spiritual life. When things go wrong, we often turn our back on the one person we need
most — the Lord. When difficulties come our way, we say, ‘God, why did you allow this to hap-
pen?’ We start blaming God as if it's His fault, instead of saying, ‘Lord, please handle this prob-
lem.” God can take circumstances that are completely bad and turn them around.
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Nov 6 Barb Erjavec

Nov 17 Ed Baids Nov 9 Jill Goebel .
Nov 30 Jeff Regan Nov 26 Lily Rozwalka Nov5 Jim & Sandy Boehm
Church Contacts Stewardship Snapshot
Church Contact .
intozljcr;;lzwlc@;z:;mgf:o; October 26th (Reformation)
Ministry Support Coordinator, Diana Motel 20 Worshipped
dianamotel@yahoo.com 7 Watched Online
Leadership Team 27 Total Worshipped

Neal Hartz - President

Ken Marks—Vice President Financial Support

Bill Merchantz - Treasurer $2,05500 Geheral Fund Offerlng
Diana Motel - Secretary $360.00 Chicago Wolves Tickets
$155.00 Mission of the Month (Lutherans 4 Life)
Members at Large $2,570.00 Total General Fund Deposit
Paul Huang

Devotional Time

Opportunities to Connect with 6od

PUSH PRAYER meets every Tuesday at 10:00 a.m. to pray for our church, community and world. We welcome requests (call

708-403-9673) or visit our website to send in your prayer request, or join us for 30-40 minutes each week.

RADIO & TV OPPORTUNITIES

o Worship Anew—38:00 a.m. Sunday - Comcast channel 184 (TLN) & 8 (SD) , WPWR channel 50, AT&T U-verse channel 1008 (HD) &
8 (SD), Dish Network # 8495; 10:30 a.m. Sunday - DIRECTV channel 377 (TCT)

o The Lutheran Hour 10a.m.and 6 p.m. Sundays on 1230 AM; and 9:30 a.m. Sundays on 1580 AM

DEVOTION OF THE WEEK 18 The wrath of God is being revealed from heaven against all the godlessness and wickedness of
people, who suppress the truth by their wickedness, 19 since what may be known about God is plain to them, because God has
made it plain to them. 20 For since the creation of the world God's invisible qualities—his eternal power and divine nature—have
been clearly seen, being understood from what has been made, so that people are without excuse. 2! For although they knew
God, they neither glorified him as God nor gave thanks to him, but their thinking became futile and their foolish hearts were dark-
ened. Romans 1:18-21

O God, save me from myself, save me from myself; this frivolous self which plays with your creation, this vain self which is clever
about your creation, this masterful self which exploits your creation, this lazy self which soothes itself with your creation; this self
which throws the thick shadow of its own purposes and desires in every direction in which | try to look, so that | cannot see what it
is that you, my Lord and God, are showing me. Teach me to stand out of my own light, and let your daylight shine.

VERSE OF THE MONTH " For the grace of God has appeared that offers salvation to all people. 21t teaches us to say “No” to
ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright and godly lives in this present age, 13 while we wait for the
blessed hope—the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ, 14 who gave himself for us to redeem us from
all wickedness and to purify for himself a people that are his very own, eager to do what is good. Titus 2:11-14

CAPTURED BY GRACE will be the first book that the Bible study classes will begin with. They started a couple of weeks ago, and
itis led by Neal Hartz. The group will be doing one chapter a week, each chapter is basically a different topic, so if you can’t make
it for the entire book, you won'’t be behind. They will do one chapter a week and they should finish up by the start of Advent or
shortly there after. The following study will be based on the book, A Life Beyond Amazing, they will start working on that book
around the middle of January.
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The Orland Township Food Pantry supplies food and
Christmas gifts to low-income residents who need
immediate assistance.

We will be collecting monetary donations all month to help
them stock their shelves and buy gifts for our community.

NOVEMBER MISSION OF THE MONTH will be the Village of Orland Park Food Pantry. We will be collecting monetary donations
every Sunday for them to help stock their food pantry and to be able prepare for their holiday dinner and gift programs. With the pric-
es of food and gifts continually rising, there are so many families in our community that are struggling to make ends meet. It's our
goal to help make their holidays a little brighter b helping the Village to buy more items for them. As always we greatly appreciate
your overwhelming generosity.

OCTOBER MISSION OF THE MONTH was Lutherans For Life. We collected every Sunday last month for their organization and for
their stand and our stand for LIFE! Through your generous donations, we were able to collect $155.00 for them. Thank You!

Fellowshlp Time

CHICAGO \,?WOLVES

A SOOI i

THE CHICAGO WOLVES are hosting a Lutheran Schools Night. We are purchasing tickets for the Saturday, November
15th game that will be at 7:00pm. The Wolves play at the Allstate Arena in Rosemont, IL. The Wolves are an AHL
(American Hockey League) team. They will be playing the Cleveland Monsters that weekend. The tickets will be $23.00
each and the seats will be located on the lower level at center ice and each ticket will also come with a Wolves knit hat.
We also have an option to buy food vouchers for a hot dog and soda for $7.00. Children 2 and under are free. We have a
total of 12 people going, including a 2 year old boy. Deadline for purchasing the tickets is this Sunday, November 2nd. |
will mail the order form and have Bill write a check for the amount. All tickets and vouchers will then be mailed here, and
you will be able to pick them up at your convenience. If you have any questions, please see me or Diana.
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PARENTS’ NIGHT OUT is being planned for all of our past and current preschool and VBS families. It will be Saturday, Decem-
ber 13th from 4pm—7pm. Registration hasn’t even opened yet, and we already have a family that RSVP’d for their two children,
lol. Mrs. Diana is giving parents a night out for Christmas shopping, wrapping presents, date night, or just sitting home relaxing
in peace and quiet for a few hours during the hectic hustle and bustle of the holiday season. She will be showing a movie, serv-
ing pizza and popcorn, and doing a craft with the children. They will also be having a fake snowball fight here. She has reached
out to all the local high schools for volunteers, we of course already have some of our faithful VBS volunteers already commit to
helping us out. She has 25 teenage volunteers. If you would like to donate any goodies or help with setting up or cleaning up,
please let Diana know, or if you want to, you can also donate towards the cost of the pizza and popcorn and crafts. As always,
we appreciate everything you help us with.

ORLAND PARK CHRISTMAS TREE will also be purchased this year. Anyone who wants to help decorate the tree can see
Diana for more details as to the dates. It's usually just before the Thanksgiving holiday.

BRROKFIELD ZOO CHRISTMAS TREE has been purchased and we will be planning on decorating the tree on Saturday, No-
vember 8th. Most all of the preschool families have already shown interest and are very excited for the chance to be able to go
to the zoo. The zoo gave us 20 free passes to hand out to the families, and we purchased 2 additional passes for $10.00 each,
which is a huge discount on the admission price. Mrs. Diana and the preschoolers have been working very hard on the orna-
ments for both trees. They have made gingerbread people and houses, peppermint candies and candy canes.

THE NOVEMBER COUNCIL MEETING will be held on Sunday, November 9th following the service. The main topic of discus-
sion will be the Call Committee update from our meeting with President Buss, and the several different options that are available
to us, including putting in our papers before December 1st for a seminary graduate, a meeting in Burr Ridge regarding partner-
ship possibilities with other congregations and available candidates for the SMP program. They will also keep their regularly
scheduled monthly council meeting for Thursday, November 20th, to discuss the usual topics and anything else that comes up.

GRETEL HANSEN MUSIC SCHOOL will be hosting their fall concert here on November 9th at 5:00pm. Come and enjoy some
live music and fellowship that evening.

SPAGHETTI DINNER being hosted by the Tinley Park Community Jazz Band of which Jim McKinney is a member of, on No-
vember 15th from 3:00pm to 7:00pm at the Tinley Park Community Church at 7939 W. 167th Street. Tickets are $8.00 per head
and that includes the spaghetti dinner, a raffle and live music that starts at 6:00pm

THANKSGIVING EVE SERVICE will be on Wednesday, November 26th at 6:30pm. The service will be led by our head elder Bill
Merchantz. He will also be leading our service the following Sunday on November 30th.

PRESCHOOL HALLOWEEN parade and party was this Thursday as all of our little ones were here that day. We all enjoyed
them performing their Halloween songs for us, and how cute they were parading around the sanctuary in their costumes.
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11-2-2025 Message Outline

“Victory!”

“For the Lord takes delight in his people;
he crowns the humble with victory.”
Psalm 149:4

1) | have victory in God’s promise: “NEVER AGAIN.”

? After this I looked, and there before me was a great multitude that no one could count, from every nation, tribe,
people and language, standing before the throne and before the Lamb. They were wearing white robes and were
holding palm branches in their hands. '* And they cried out in a loud voice: “Salvation belongs to our God, who sits
on the throne, and to the Lamb.” ' All the angels were standing around the throne and around the elders and the
four living creatures. They fell down on their faces before the throne and worshiped God, '* saying: “Amen! Praise
and glory and wisdom and thanks and honor and power and strength be to our God for ever and ever. Amen!”
3 Then one of the elders asked me, “These in white robes—who are they, and where did they come from?” ™I
answered, “Sir, you know.” And he said, “These are they who have come out of the great tribulation; they have
washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. '* Therefore, “they are before the throne of
God and serve him day and night in his temple; and he who sits on the throne will shelter them with his presence.
16<Never again will they hunger; never again will they thirst. The sun will not beat down on them,” nor any
scorching heat. '” For the Lamb at the center of the throne will be their shepherd; ‘he will lead them to springs of
living water.” ‘And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.”” Revelation 7:9-17

2) | have victory in the Father’s love: “CHILDREN OF GOD.”

See what great love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called children of God! And that is what we
are! The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know him. *Dear friends, now we are children of
God, and what we will be has not yet been made known. But we know that when Christ appears, we shall be like

him, for we shall see him as he is. * All who have this hope in him purify themselves, just as he is pure.
1 John 3:1-3

3) I have victory in Jesus’ words: “BLESSED ARE YOU.”

Now when Jesus saw the crowds, he went up on a mountainside and sat down. His disciples came to him, *and
he began to teach them. He said: *“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. * Blessed are
those who mourn, for they will be comforted. * Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. ®Blessed are
those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled. "Blessed are the merciful, for they will be
shown mercy. ® Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. ° Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be
called children of God. ' Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom
of heaven. ' “Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and falsely say all kinds of evil against you
because of me. ?Rejoice and be glad, because great is your reward in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted
the prophets who were before you. Matthew 5:1-12
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