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When Christopher Columbus returned to Spain, he was considered a national hero and credit-
ed with discovering new lands. Do you think people changed their minds about the earth being 
flat? Not at all – they kept believing the earth was flat. It was not until that generation passed on 
and the next one took their place that people realized the earth was round, just as Columbus had 
claimed. That’s how long it took them to change their minds – an entire generation! 

We all resist change. Dr John Maxwell writes: ‘For many years, I thought leaders liked change 
and everyone else didn’t. As a visionary leader, I always felt that I was drawing reluctant follow-
ers into the future. But I finally realized that leaders don’t like change any more than followers do 
– unless, of course, it’s their idea!’ 

Let’s be honest; change is hard for everyone. Novelist Mark Twain said, ‘The only person who 
likes change is a wet baby.’ Truly, change is one of the greatest obstacles you will ever face. 
Why is that? After all, doesn’t progress demand change? And doesn’t growth too? We can’t 
move forward and stay in the same place. So, for the next few days, we’re going to talk about 
why we resist change so much. Acknowledging his own stubborn nature and his fear of change, 
on four different occasions David prayed, ‘Turn us again, O God.’ That’s like praying, ‘Lord, I 
need to change, but I’m afraid to change, so make me willing to change.’ And that’s a prayer God 
will answer for you, so start praying it today. Who among us wouldn’t like to have a success story 
like Abraham’s? He had fame, great riches, and ‘was even called the friend of God’ (James 
2:23). It doesn’t get better than that! But Abraham’s story begins with these words: ‘By faith Abra-
ham obeyed when he was called to go out to the place which he would receive as an inheritance. 
And he went out, not knowing where he was going.’ How on earth did he do it? By faith! 

Why do we resist change? Doubt and fear! We fear personal loss. Anytime change is imminent, 
the first question that pops into our minds is, ‘How will it affect me?’ For example, suppose a co-
worker approaches you and says, ‘I just heard the boss is thinking about laying off some people 
today.’ Is your first thought, ‘I wonder what market conditions triggered that decision?’ Or is it, ‘I 
bet he feels bad about having to do that!’ No, probably your first thought is, ‘Am I at risk?’ That’s 
simply human nature. The second we face change we can quickly feel alone and helpless. Where 
do you find strength in such moments? In God! His promise is: ‘“I will never leave you nor forsake 
you.” So, we may boldly say, “The Lord is my helper; I will not fear. What can man do to me?”’ 
Relax! That which is unknown to you is fully known to God. And the One who has always taken 
care of you has already gone ahead to prepare the way. 

What happens when you try to implement change at the wrong time? For that matter, when is 
the right time to do it? From a leadership perspective, there are actually better times than others 
to make changes. Dr. John Maxwell, who wrote the bestseller The 21 Irrefutable Laws of Leader-
ship, says: ‘I developed the following checklist to help me navigate the process: Will this change 
benefit the followers? Is it compatible with the purpose of the organization? Is this change specif-
ic and clear? Are the top 20 percent (the influencers) in favor of it? Is it possible to test this 
change before making a total commitment to it? Are physical, financial, and human resources 
available to make this change? Is it reversible? Is this change the next obvious step? Does it 
have both short- and long-range benefits? Is the leadership capable of bringing about this 
change? Does everything else indicate the timing is right? Before implementing a big change, I 
run through this checklist and answer each question with a yes or no. If too many questions have 
a ‘no’ by them, then I conclude that the timing may not be right.’ 

Timing is so important. The Bible says: ‘To everything there is a season, a time for every pur-
pose under heaven…He has made everything beautiful in its time’ (vv. 1, 11). If you’re thinking of 
making a change, talk to God ‘the timekeeper’ and ask Him 1) what should I do? and 2) when 
should I do it? Then step out in faith and trust Him to guide you! 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 

 

1 

9am–
Noon             
Pre-

school 

 

2 

9am–Noon             
Preschool 

10:00am Push 
Prayer      

3 

9am–Noon             
Preschool 

4 

9am–Noon             
Preschool 

5 

9am–Noon             
Preschool 

6     

2:00pm 
Gretel Han-
sen Musical 

Concert 

7 

9:00am Adult 
Bible Study 

10:00am Wor-
ship Traditional 
Communion 
Hymnal Service 

11:00 Congre-
gational Meet-
ing 

8 

9am–
Noon             
Pre-

school 

9 

9am–Noon             
Preschool 

 

10:00am Push 
Prayer 

10 
 

9am–Noon             
Preschool 

1:30pm Zoom 
Meeting with 

Call Team 
and Pastor 

Berauer 
 

6:30pm Town-
home Meeting 

11 

9am–Noon             
Preschool 

 
7:00pm Council 
Meeting 

12     

9am–Noon             
Preschool 

13 

4:00pm—
7:00pm  

Parents’ 
Night Out 

 
 

14 

9:00am Adult 
Bible Study                   
10:00am 
Blended Wor-
ship Service    
Preschool 
Christmas Pro-
gram 

15 

No Pre-
school 

16 

9am–Noon             
Preschool 

 

10:00am Push 
Prayer 

17 

9am–Noon             
Preschool 

18 

9am–Noon             
Preschool 
Preschool 
Christmas 

Party 

19 
No Pre-
school 

20 

21 

9:00am Adult 
Bible Study 

10:00am 
Blended Com-
munion Wor-
ship Service 

First Day of 
Winter 

22 

 

 

23 

 10:00am Push 
Prayer 

24 

6:00 pm Christ-
mas Eve Ser-

vice 

25  

10 am  Christ-
mas  Day Wor-
ship Service 

 

26 

 

27 

 
 

28 

9:00am Adult 
Bible Study            

10:00am 
Blended Wor-
ship Service  

29 

 

 

30 

 

10:00am Push 
Prayer      

31 

 

 
 New Year’s Eve 

 

  

Office Closed 

Christmas Break—No Preschool 

Christmas Break—No Preschool 
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Stewardship Snapshot 

Devotional Time 

                    

      November 23rd 

          24 Worshipped 

                                      8 Watched Online                     
               32 Total Worshipped 
                                                                      

                    Financial Support                                               
       $1,105.00  General Fund Offering 
          $180.00  Building Use (God Is Able)                     
       $1,285.00  Total General Fund 

Opportunities to Connect with God 
PUSH PRAYER meets every Tuesday at 10:00 a.m. to pray for our church, community and world.  We welcome requests (call 
708-403-9673) or visit our website to send in your prayer request, or join us for 30-40 minutes each week. We are always looking 
for people to join us in prayer to our Lord. 
RADIO & TV OPPORTUNITIES 
· Worship Anew—8:00 a.m. Sunday -  Comcast channel 184 (TLN) & 8 (SD) , WPWR channel 50, AT&T U-verse channel 1008   (HD) & 

8 (SD), Dish Network # 8495;   10:30 a.m. Sunday - DIRECTV channel 377 (TCT) 
· The Lutheran Hour    10 a.m. and 6 p.m.   Sundays on 1230 AM; and 9:30 a.m. Sundays on 1580 AM 

DEVOTION OF THE WEEK  11 And do this, understanding the present time: The hour has already come for you to wake up from 
your slumber, because our salvation is nearer now than when we first believed. 12 The night is nearly over; the day is almost 
here. So let us put aside the deeds of darkness and put on the armor of light. 13 Let us behave decently, as in the daytime, not in 
carousing and drunkenness, not in sexual immorality and debauchery, not in dissension and jealousy. 14 Rather, clothe yourselves 
with the Lord Jesus Christ, and do not think about how to gratify the desires of the flesh. Romans 13:11-14  
 

VERSE OF THE MONTH   11 For the grace of God has appeared that offers salvation to all people. 12 It teaches us to say “No” to 
ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright and godly lives in this present age, 13 while we wait for the 
blessed hope—the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ, 14 who gave himself for us to redeem us from 
all wickedness and to purify for himself a people that are his very own, eager to do what is good. Titus 2:11-14 
 

CAPTURED BY GRACE is the first book that the Bible study class had began with. They started a couple of months ago, and it is 
led by Neal Hartz. The group will be doing one chapter a week, each chapter is basically a different topic, so if you can’t make it 
for the entire book, you won’t be behind. The following study will be based on the book, A Life Beyond Amazing, they will start 
working on that book around the middle of January. If you have any questions, or need a book, please see Neal. 

 
 

                                                                                                                             

  
         

 Dec 17       Eleanor Galik  
 Dec 17      Jennifer Lange 
 Dec 29       Pam Hostert 
 Dec 30       Rick Boehm 

                    

      November 26th 

          9 Worshipped 

                                    6 Watched Online                     
             15 Total Worshipped 
                                                                      

              Financial Support                                               
       $455.00  General Fund Offering 

                    

      November 30th 

          11 Worshipped 

                                                                      

              Financial Support                                               
       $1,335.00  General Fund Offering 

December Celebrations 

                                                                                                                    

 
Dec 18   Carolyn Wagenaar 
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PARENTS’ NIGHT OUT is scheduled. It will be Saturday, December 13th from 4pm—7pm. Registration hasn’t even opened 
yet, and we have 16 registered so far and hoping for a few more families to reach out and register once they are able to finalize 
all of their holiday family events. Mrs. Diana is giving parents a night out for Christmas shopping, wrapping presents, date night, 
or just sitting home relaxing in peace and quiet for a few hours during the hectic hustle and bustle of the holiday season. She 
will be showing a movie, serving pizza and popcorn, and doing a craft with the children. They will also be having a fake snow-
ball fight here. We, of course already have some of our faithful VBS volunteers already commit to helping us out. She has 25 
teenage volunteers, and as of right now, we have 20 kids signed up. 

ORLAND PARK CHRISTMAS TREE is located round the corner from the Civic Center at 14750 
Ravinia. We are along the sidewalk and it is tree number 12. Go check iout all the pretty orna-
ments the preschoolers made this year. 

PRESCHOOL CHRISTMAS PROGRAM is planned for our worship service on Sunday, Decem-
ber 14th. Please be sure to be here and watch the girls perform their songs for us. They have 
already started working on them. We even have their families asking if they had started working 
on the songs. They are so cute, it will be a very special service for all. 
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11-23-2025 Message Outline 
“The Royal Son” 

 

“Endow the king with your justice, O God, 
    the royal son with your righteousness.” 

Psalm 72:1 
 

1) God’s Son WILL come:  O Come, O Come Emmanuel! 
     A shoot will come up from the stump of Jesse; from his roots a Branch will bear fruit. 2 The Spirit of 
the Lඈඋൽ will rest on him—the Spirit of wisdom and of understanding, the Spirit of counsel and of might, the Spirit 
of the knowledge and fear of the Lඈඋൽ—3 and he will delight in the fear of the Lඈඋൽ. He will not judge by what he 
sees with his eyes, or decide by what he hears with his ears; 4 but with righteousness he will judge the needy, with 
justice he will give decisions for the poor of the earth. He will strike the earth with the rod of his mouth; with the 
breath of his lips he will slay the wicked. 5 Righteousness will be his belt and faithfulness the sash around his waist. 
6 The wolf will live with the lamb, the leopard will lie down with the goat, the calf and the lion and the 
yearling together; and a little child will lead them. 7 The cow will feed with the bear, their young will lie down 
together, and the lion will eat straw like the ox. 8 The infant will play near the cobra’s den, and the young child will 
put its hand into the viper’s nest.9 They will neither harm nor destroy on all my holy mountain, for the earth will be 
filled with the knowledge of the Lඈඋൽ as the waters cover the sea. 10 In that day the Root of Jesse will stand as a 
banner for the peoples; the nations will rally to him, and his resting place will be glorious. Isaiah 11:1-10 
 

2) God’s Son HAS come:  Let the earth now praise the Lord! 
     4 For everything that was written in the past was written to teach us, so that through the endurance taught in the 
Scriptures and the encouragement they provide we might have hope. 5 May the God who gives endurance and 
encouragement give you the same attitude of mind toward each other that Christ Jesus had, 6 so that with one mind 
and one voice you may glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 7 Accept one another, then, just as 
Christ accepted you, in order to bring praise to God. 8 For I tell you that Christ has become a servant of the Jews on 
behalf of God’s truth, so that the promises made to the patriarchs might be confirmed 9 and, moreover, that the 
Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. As it is written: “Therefore I will praise you among the Gentiles; I will 
sing the praises of your name.” 10 Again, it says, “Rejoice, you Gentiles, with his people.” 11 And again, “Praise the 
Lord, all you Gentiles; let all the peoples extol him.” 12 And again, Isaiah says, “The Root of Jesse will spring 
up, one who will arise to rule over the nations; in him the Gentiles will hope.” 13 May the God of hope fill you with 
all joy and peace as you trust in him, so that you may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.                     
             Romans 15:4-13 

3) God’s Son IS come:  Comfort, Comfort Ye My People! 
     In those days John the Baptist came, preaching in the wilderness of Judea 2 and saying, “Repent, for the kingdom 
of heaven has come near.” 3 This is he who was spoken of through the prophet Isaiah: “A voice of one calling in the 
wilderness, ‘Prepare the way for the Lord, make straight paths for him.’” 4 John’s clothes were made of camel’s 
hair, and he had a leather belt around his waist. His food was locusts and wild honey. 5 People went out to him from 
Jerusalem and all Judea and the whole region of the Jordan. 6 Confessing their sins, they were baptized by him in the 
Jordan River. 7 But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming to where he was baptizing, he said to 
them: “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the coming wrath? 8 Produce fruit in keeping with 
repentance. 9 And do not think you can say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father.’ I tell you that out of 
these stones God can raise up children for Abraham. 10 The ax is already at the root of the trees, and every tree that 
does not produce good fruit will be cut down and thrown into the fire. 11 “I baptize you with water for 
repentance. But after me comes one who is more powerful than I, whose sandals I am not worthy to carry. He will 
baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 12 His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor, 
gathering his wheat into the barn and burning up the chaff with unquenchable fire.”      Matthew 3:1-12 


