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"Ascribing to the Lord"

1. The Majesty of God's Voice
Psalm 29 opens with a powerful depiction of God's voice, described as majestic and full of
splendor. "The voice of the LORD is over the waters; the God of glory thunders". It tells us of the
awe-inspiring power of God's word, which spoke the universe into existence. In our daily lives,
we find comfort and strength in knowing the same voice that commands the seas is guiding us.
2. Worship in the Beauty of Holiness
The psalm calls us to "ascribe to the LORD the glory due His name; worship the LORD in the
splendor of His holiness" (Psalm 29:2). This is a call to recognize God's holiness and respond
with reverence and adoration. In our routines, setting aside time for worship can transform our
perspective, aligning our hearts with His divine purpose.
3. God's Sovereignty Over Nature
All of Psalm 29, the imagery of storms and natural phenomena highlights God's control over cre-
ation. "The voice of the LORD breaks the cedars; the LORD shatters the cedars of Lebanon"
(Psalm 29:5). This serves as a reminder that no matter how chaotic life may seem, God is sover-
eign over all. Trusting in His control can bring peace amidst life's storms.
4. The Power of God's Voice in Our Lives
The psalm stresses the transformative power of God's voice, which "strikes with flashes of light-
ning" (Psalm 29:7). Just as lightning illuminates the sky, God's word can illuminate our path,
providing clarity and direction. Regularly engaging with Scripture can help us navigate life's chal-
lenges with wisdom and insight.
5. God's Glory in Creation
Psalm 29 paints a vivid picture of God's glory displayed in creation. "The voice of the LORD
shakes the wilderness; the LORD shakes the Wilderness of Kadesh" (Psalm 29:8). Observing
the beauty and complexity of the natural world can deepen our appreciation for the Creator and
inspire us to live in harmony with His creation.
6. The Call to Acknowledge God's Strength
The psalm urges us to recognize God's strength, which is unmatched and unparalleled. "The
LORD gives strength to His people; the LORD blesses His people with peace" (Psalm 29:11). In
moments of weakness, we can draw on His strength, knowing that He empowers us to over-
come obstacles and fulfill His purposes.
7. The Assurance of God's Peace
Amidst the powerful imagery of storms and thunder, the psalm concludes with a promise of
peace. "The LORD blesses His people with peace" (Psalm 29:11). This peace is not the ab-
sence of trouble but the presence of God in our lives. By seeking His presence, we can experi-
ence a peace that surpasses all understanding.
8. The Invitation to Praise
Psalm 29 is a call to praise, inviting us to join in the heavenly chorus that glorifies God. "Ascribe
to the LORD, O heavenly beings, ascribe to the LORD glory and strength”. Praise is a powerful
practice that shifts our focus from our problems to God's greatness, fostering gratitude and joy.
9. The Reminder of God's Eternal Reign
The psalm affirms God's eternal reign, declaring, "The LORD sits enthroned over the flood; the
LORD is enthroned as King forever". This assurance of His eternal sovereignty provides hope
and stability, reminding us that no earthly power can thwart His divine plan.
10. The Encouragement to Listen
Psalm 29 encourages us to listen for God's voice in our lives. Just as His voice commands the
elements, it can guide and direct us. By cultivating a habit of listening through prayer and medi-
tation, we open ourselves to His guidance and wisdom, allowing His voice to shape our journey.
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January Celebrations Stewardship Snapshot
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Devotional Time

Opportunities to Connect with God

PUSH PRAYER meets every Tuesday at 10:00 a.m. to pray for our church, community and world. We welcome requests (call
708-403-9673) or visit our website to send in your prayer request, or join us for 30-40 minutes each week. We are always looking
for people to join us in prayer to our Lord.

PUSH PRAYER will be available on Zoom now for any of our out-of-towners and/or shut-ins to join us., | will email the link on
Monday afternoons or Tuesday mornings, so it would be easier for you to find the email in your inbox. Just click on the link and it
will connect you to the group. Please note that this is a recurring link for the meeting, so if | don’t send it out right away, or you
don’t see it in your inbox, you can save and use this link over again in Zoom. Please see below for the Zoom info for the
PUSH PRAYER on January 13th.

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/840760999007?pwd=d3BxLBWbTIzRVpuSGhgTXc2dGRLdz09
Meeting ID: 840 7609 9900 Passcode: 427470

Join Zoom Meeting—One tap mobile
+13126266799,,84076099900#,,,,*427470# US (Chicago) +13092053325,,84076099900%,,,,*427470# US

RADIO & TV OPPORTUNITIES

o Worship Anew—38:00 a.m. Sunday - Comcast channel 184 (TLN) & 8 (SD) , WPWR channel 50, AT&T U-verse channel 1008 (HD) &
8 (SD), Dish Network # 8495; 10:30 a.m. Sunday - DIRECTV channel 377 (TCT)

e The Lutheran Hour 10a.m.and 6 p.m. Sundays on 1230 AM; and 9:30 a.m. Sundays on 1580 AM

DEVOTION OF THE WEEK 8 Finally, brothers and sisters, whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure,
whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable—if anything is excellent or praiseworthy—think about such things. Philippians 4:8

O Lord, enlighten my heart, which evil desire has darkened. O Lord, help me to think about what is good.

VERSE OF THE MONTH 24““The LORD bless you and keep you; 25the LORD make his face shine on you and be gracious to you;
Z6the LORD turn his face toward you and give you peace.” Numbers 6:24-26
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PRESCHOOL WISH LIST on Amazon. Mrs. Diana had created a wish list on Amazon this week. The past few years, Diana
has been supplying all of the items that her classroom has needed throughout the school year without being compensated for
it. We all know how expensive that can get, so in order to help her out a little, here is a wish list on Amazon. Here is the link to
the list she has created: https://www.amazon.com/registries/gl/quest-view/20NAPMBATD5WA?ref =cm_sw_r apann_gar-
subnav-share_ MNF6H1V8W4DMC469VA9T&language=en-US This isn’t mandatory of course, and if you happen to find some-
things cheaper elsewhere, then by all means feel free to buy them where the items are cheaper. Some of the items on the list
are under $10. Whatever you are able to help out with is a blessing and very much appreciated. As a reminder, please keep
your receipts and turn them in to me, so | can add the amounts to your tax statements. If you need me to email you the link, just
let me know. As always thank you for your overwhelming generosity and supporting our preschool. As you can see, there’s
Magic Paint Books, Play-Dough, Play-Dough accessories and tools, stickers, a magnetic board for the classroom door, and
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DRAMATIC ARTS PLAY AREA has been changed over to the Living
Word Transportation Center, lol. Check out all the cool modes of travel
on the next page that Diana has created for the preschoolers.

Our world travelers have been having fun learning how to
check in at the airport and getting ready for takeoff. They are
also learning about space travel and trains too. Don’t forget
to stop by and see for yourself where their imaginations have
been taking them, and how they are getting there.
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CHRISTMAS TAKEDOWN lt is that time of the year again, now that Epiphany was this past week. Some of the banners
and the Advent wreath were taken down last Sunday, so all the other stuff still needs to be taken down and brought upstairs
until next year. If you are able to stay just a little bit longer after worship on Sunday to help us get everything upstairs, we
would greatly appreciate it.

COUNCIL MEETING was this past Thursday evening. Main topics that they discussed were the financial updates from Bill,
preschool updates from Diana and Call committee updates from both Ken and Diana.

CALL COMMITTEE will have a brief update to give to the congregation on Sunday morning following the worship service.
We would like to bring everybody up-to-date as to the meetings that we had over the past couple of months with the District
and President Buss. We would appreciate if everyone can stay just long enough to hear about what we have been working
on and what direction we would like to proceed, and then we would ask for any comments, questions or concerns along
with a show of hands to allow us to proceed as we have decided.

PRESCHOOL IS GROWING. Mrs. Diana will =
be a very busy teacher for the winter semes- &
ter of preschool. She welcomed two new stu-
dents this week, both boys, James and Luke. |
Wednesday was their first day, one of them |
was upset when he had to go home, lol. The |
third boy will start on January 21st, when he
turns 3. Since the start of preschool in Sep-
tember, she has doubled the number of stu-
dents, She will now have 8 students. One 8
student is 5 days, one will be 4 days, two are
three days, and 4 students are 2 days a week
for right now. Keep up the good work Diana.

Mission of the Month
January 2026 Mission of the Month

GIDEONS

INTERNATIONAL
“Go therefore and make disciples of all nations”... Matthew 28:19

The Gideons International provides Bibles and New Testaments to people
all over the World. They work with hotels and also distribute Scriptures in
strategic locations so they are available to those who want them, as well as
to those who may not know they need them. They are a body of believers
dedicated to making the Word of God available to everyone and, together
with the local church, reaching souls for Christ.

MISSION OF THE MONTH for January is Gideons International. Phil Hauze gave a short presentation following the worship
service on Sunday morning. There was also some literature to browse through on a table in the fellowship hall. As always thank
you for your overwhelming generosity.
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“Ascribe to the Lord”

“Ascribe to the Lord the glory due his name.”
Psalm 29

1) Ascribe to the Lord all GLORY.

“Here is my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen one in whom I delight; I will put my Spirit on him, and he will
bring justice to the nations. ?He will not shout or cry out, or raise his voice in the streets. > A bruised reed he will
not break, and a smoldering wick he will not snuff out. In faithfulness he will bring forth justice; * he will not falter
or be discouraged till he establishes justice on earth. In his teaching the islands will put their hope.” * This is what
God the LorD says—the Creator of the heavens, who stretches them out, who S}greads out the earth with all that
springs from it, who gives breath to its people, and life to those who walk on it: *“I, the LorD, have called you in
righteousness; I will take hold of your hand. I will keep you and will make you to be a covenant for the people and a
light for the Gentiles, "to open eyes that are blind, to free captives from prison and to release from the dungeon
those who sit in darkness. *“I am the Lorp; that is my name! I will not yield my glory to another or my praise to
idols. °See, the former things have taken place, and new things I declare; before they spring into being I
announce them to you.” Isaiah 42:1-9

2) Ascribe to the Lord all GRACE.

What shall we say, then? Shall we go on sinnin% so that grace may increase? > By no means! We are those who
have died to sin; how can we live in it any longer? ° Or don’t you know that all of us who were baptized into Christ
Jesus were baptized into his death? * We were therefore buried with him through baptism into death in order that,
just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life. *For if we have
been united with him in a death like his, we will certainly also be united with him in a resurrection like his. ¢ For we
know that our old self was crucified with him so that the body ruled by sin might be done away with, that we should
no longer be slaves to sin— ’ because anyone who has died has been set free from sin. * Now if we died with Christ,
we believe that we will also live with him. ® For we know that since Christ was raised from the dead, he cannot die
again; death no longer has mastery over him. '’ The death he died, he died to sin once for all; but the life he lives, he
lives to God. ' In the same way, count yourselves dead to sin but alive to God in Christ Jesus. ~ Romans 6:1-11

3) Ascribe to the Lord all GOODNESS.

5 Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to be baptized by John. " But John tried to deter him, saying, “I
need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?” ** Jesus replied, “Let it be so now; it is proper for us to do this
to fulfill all righteousness.” Then John consented. '® As soon as Jesus was baptized, he went up out of the water. At
that moment heaven was opened, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting on him. '” And

a voice from heaven said, “This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased.” Matthew 3:13-17
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