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"Do Not Be Afraid of Failing”

Let's look at some Bible strategies for overcoming the fear of failure.

1) Make sure that your vision and your values line up. The rise and fall of King Uzziah are
told in these words: ‘Uzziah was sixteen years old when he became king, and he reigned in
Jerusalem fifty-two years...He did what was right in the eyes of the Lord...He sought God dur-
ing the days of Zechariah, who instructed him in the fear of God. As long as he sought the
Lord, God gave him success...But after Uzziah became powerful, his pride led to his downfall.
He was unfaithful to the Lord his God’ (vv. 3-5, 16 NIV).

The lesson here is clear: success can be intoxicating. And intoxicated people don't think too
clearly and end up getting into all kinds of trouble. So be sure that your vision is in line with
your core values. Stay in balance. Define success based on God’s Word rather than the ego-
driven systems of the world. For example, receiving public recognition and praise for your ac-
complishments while your family life is a mess is not success. And sacrificing your integrity for
profit and promotion is the worst deal you will ever make.

2) Learn from your failures and mistakes. Failure is not fatal, neither does it define who you
are. It is the result of your actions but not the measure of your worthiness. Thomas Edison
once said, ‘| have not failed. I've just found ten thousand ways that won't work.” Humbly view
your mistakes as ‘tuition paid’ on your education, then grow wiser, and keep moving forward.

Heavenly Father, help me to see that failure is not truly failure unless | refuse to learn from it.
Keep my heart focused on You. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

Let's take another look at how to conquer the fear of failure.

1) Pursue your God-given purpose in life. To truly succeed at something, you must have a
passion for it. And God will not only reveal to you His purpose, He will give you a passion to
pursue it. Paul had the gift, education, and connections to pursue a number of different ca-
reers. But he wrote, 1 am compelled to preach. Woe to me if | do not preach the gospel!’ What
do you feel passionately about? Studly it; it's a clue to your destiny.

2) Ask yourself these three questions:

a) ‘What's the worst that can happen if | don’t succeed?” You will still have God, your talents,
your family, and other opportunities.

b) ‘Has this ever been done before?’ Even if not, so what?

c) Is this fear a signal that | don’t have the proper people, processes, or plans in place to suc-
ceed at this time?’

Then ask the really big question: ‘What are the benefits | will enjoy if | succeed?’

Have a can-do attitude. Look your fear in the face and boldly assert: / can do all things
through Christ which strengthens me’. Don't let the familiarity of this Scripture cause you to
recite it by rote. Say it out loud. Really absorb the words; get them into your spirit. Know that
Christ strengthens you to succeed for the glory of God. Know that when He guides you, He
provides you with all that you need to succeed in whatever He has called you to do.

Heavenly Father, | seek You for my strength and passion. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

The Bible says, “Lord, if it's you,” Peter replied, “tell me to come to you on the water.” “Come,”
he said. Then Peter got down out of the boat, walked on the water and came towards Jesus.
But when he saw the wind, he was afraid and, beginning to sink, cried out, “Lord, save me!”
Immediately Jesus reached out his hand and caught him’. (Continued on top of page 4)
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January Celebrations Stewardship Snapshot

PBirthdays
el onth

Jan 19

January 11th
19 Worshipped
3 Watched Online
22 Total Worshipped

Financial Support
$1,540.00 General Fund Offering
150.00 Mission of the Month (Bethesda)
$1,690.00 Total General Fund Deposit

Dave Holloway

Devotional Time

Opportunities to Connect with God

PUSH PRAYER meets every Tuesday at 10:00 a.m. to pray for our church, community and world. We welcome requests (call
708-403-9673) or visit our website to send in your prayer request, or join us for 30-40 minutes each week. We are always looking
for people to join us in prayer to our Lord.

PUSH PRAYER will be available on Zoom now for any of our out-of-towners and/or shut-ins to join us., | will email the link on
Monday afternoons or Tuesday mornings, so it would be easier for you to find the email in your inbox. Just click on the link and it
will connect you to the group. Please note that this is a recurring link for the meeting, so if | don’t send it out right away, or you
don’t see it in your inbox, you can save and use this link over again in Zoom. Please see below for the Zoom info for the
PUSH PRAYER on January 20th.

https:/lus02web.zoom.us/j/840760999007?pwd=d3BxLBWbTIzRVpuSGhqTXc2dGRLdz09
Meeting ID: 840 7609 9900 Passcode: 427470

Join Zoom Meeting—One tap mobile
+13126266799,,84076099900%,,,,*427470# US (Chicago)

+13092053325,,84076099900#,,,,*427470# US

RADIO & TV OPPORTUNITIES

e Worship Anew—38:00 a.m. Sunday - Comcast channel 184 (TLN) & 8 (SD) , WPWR channel 50, AT&T U-verse channel 1008 (HD) &
8 (SD), Dish Network # 8495; 10:30 a.m. Sunday - DIRECTV channel 377 (TCT)

o The Lutheran Hour 10a.m.and 6 p.m. Sundays on 1230 AM; and 9:30 a.m. Sundays on 1580 AM

DEVOTION OF THE WEEK 20 On the contrary: “If your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give him something to drink. In
doing this, you will heap burning coals on his head.”2' Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. Romans 12:20-21
Lord God, we see the sins of the world in the light of your only Son. Since his coming to be your mercy toward us we have come

to suspect how hard and unrelenting we are toward each other. We ask you to renew us according to his example. Let us grow
like him and no longer repay evil with evil, but make peace and live in truth today and every day of our lives.

VERSE OF THE MONTH 24““The LORD bless you and keep you; 25the LORD make his face shine on you and be gracious to you;
%the LORD turn his face toward you and give you peace.” Numbers 6:24-26
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Preschool News

PRESCHOOL WISH LIST on Amazon. Mrs. Diana had created a wish list on Amazon last week. The past few years, Diana
has been supplying all of the items that her classroom has needed throughout the school year without being compensated for
it. We all know how expensive that can get, so in order to help her out a little, here is a wish list on Amazon. Here is the link to
the list she has created: https://www.amazon.com/registries/gl/quest-view/20NAPMBATD5WA?ref =cm_sw_r_apann_gagr-
subnav-share_ MNF6H1V8W4DMC469VA9T&language=en-US This isn’t mandatory of course, and if you happen to find some-
things cheaper elsewhere, then by all means feel free to buy them where the items are cheaper. Some of the items on the list
are under $10. Thank you to the ones who bought some of the items, the children are having a blast with them. As a reminder,
please keep your receipts and turn them in to me, so | can add the amounts to your tax statements. If you need me to email
you the link, just let me know. As always thank you for your overwhelming generosity and supporting our preschool. As you can
see, there’s Magic Paint Books, Play Dough, Play-Dough accessories and tooIs stickers a magnetic board for the classroom
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"Do Not Be Afraid of Failing”

(Continued from page 1)

When you know that you have prayed, prepared, and planned, you must step out and do it. It's normal to experience fear when
you attempt something you have never done before. Perhaps you have read the story of Peter’s attempt to walk on the water
and judged him a failure. That's not so.

First, Peter gets an A for being willing to leave his safety zone and do what he had never done before.

Second, he experienced the exhilaration of actually walking on water if for only a fleeting moment; no other disciple could
boast of that.

Third, he learned a valuable lesson: focusing on Jesus rather than your circumstances is essential when attempting the impos-
sible.

Fourth, he recognized that his survival depended solely on Jesus.

‘He was afraid and, beginning to sink, cried out, “Lord, save me!” Immediately Jesus reached out his hand and caught him.
“You of little faith,” he said’. Jesus didn’'t condemn Peter for failing, He just told him he needed to develop greater faith. God
won't let you drown in your mistakes. As long as you keep trusting Him, He will keep working with you until you succeed. He is
your heavenly Father, and your success is His success!

Heavenly Father, keep me focused on You and help me to know that YOU'VE GOT ME! In Jesus’ name, Amen.

Ash Wednesday Service

ASH WEDNESDAY is February 18th. Service will be at 6:30pm. We pray that you will be in attendance for that special wor-
ship service.

IIESI"

Living Word News

2025 TAX STATEMENTS have been printed out and are available on the desk in the fellowship hall. Please make sure to
review your statement with your records and let me know if there are any discrepancies. | am here Monday thru Friday from 9-
2 if you need to sit down to go over your donations with me.
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CHURCH FLYERS Diana created a new flyer for our church. This flyer will be promoting Preschool Open House, our annual
Easter Egg Hunt and the Bible Studies. We are hoping to have them folded and brought to the post office by the first week

of February.

CALL COMMITTEE had given a brief update to the congregation last Sunday following the service. Diana explained how we
had been talking to the District and trying to have coinversations with a pastor who is local, but it seems like he is happy
where he is at, so at this time we are going to apply for seminary student. It was unaminous to go ahead and complete all of
the paper work and submit to the Seminary Call board for the graduating seminaries. They received out application and pa-
perwork, and said they will interview several candidates that they think will be a good fit for us. We will not know how those
interviews go until sometime in April. As always, please continue to pray for our church and to be able to follow God’s plans

for us and our church family.

PRESCHOOL IS GROWING. Mrs. Diana will
be a very busy teacher for the winter semester
of preschool. She welcomed two new students
last week, both boys, James and Luke. Last
Wednesday was their first day, one of them
was upset when he had to go home, lol. The
third boy will start this week, when he turns 3. =——
Since the start of preschool in September, she | &=
has doubled the number of students, She will |
now have 8 students. One student is 5 days,
one will be 4 days, two are three days, and 3
students are 2 days a week and now Luke has
been coming everyday with his older sister,
Dani who is 5 days a week. Keep up the great , ;
work Diana. A A

Mission of the Month
January 2026 Mission of the Month

GIDEONS

INTERNATIONAL
“Go therefore and make disciples of all nations”... Matthew 28:19

The Gideons International provides Bibles and New Testaments to people
all over the World. They work with hotels and also distribute Scriptures in
strategic locations so they are available to those who want them, as well as
to those who may not know they need them. They are a body of believers
dedicated to making the Word of God available to everyone and, together
with the local church, reaching souls for Christ.

MISSION OF THE MONTH for January is Gideons International. Phil Hauze gave a short presentation following the worship
service on Sunday morning. There was also some literature to browse through on a table in the fellowship hall. As always thank

you for your overwhelming generosity.
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1-18-2026 Message Outline

“It Is Written”

“Here I am, I have come—it is written about me in the scroll.”
Psalm 40:7

1) It is written that God has called his chosen PROPHETS.

Listen to me, you islands; hear this, you distant nations: Before I was born the LorD called me; from my
mother’s womb he has spoken my name. “ He made my mouth like a sharpened sword, in the shadow of his hand he
hid me; he made me into a polished arrow and concealed me in his quiver. *He said to me, “You are my
servant, Israel, in whom I will display my splendor.” * But I said, “I have labored in vain; I have spent my strength
for nothing at all. Yet what is due me is in the Lorp’s hand, and my reward is with my God.” ®And now
the LORD says—he who formed me in the womb to be his servant to bring Jacob back to him and gather Israel to
himself, for I am honored in the eyes of the LorD and my God has been my strength—°he says: “It is too small a
thing for you to be my servant to restore the tribes of Jacob and bring back those of Israel I have kept. I will also
make you a light for the Gentiles, that my salvation may reach to the ends of the earth.” ’This is what
the LorD says—the Redeemer and Holy One of Israecl—to him who was despised and abhorred by the nation, to the
servant of rulers: “Kings will see you and stand up, princes will see and bow down, because of the LorD, who is
faithful, the Holy One of Israel, who has chosen you.” Isaiah 49:1-7

2) It is written that God has called his chosen PEOPLE.

Paul, called to be an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and our brother Sosthenes, 2To the church of
God in Corinth, to those sanctified in Christ Jesus and called to be his holy people, together with all those
everywhere who call on the name of our Lord Jesus Christ—their Lord and ours: * Grace and peace to you from
God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. ‘I always thank my God for you because of his grace given you in Christ
Jesus. * For in him you have been enriched in every way—with all kinds of speech and with all knowledge— ® God
thus confirming our testimony about Christ among you. ' Therefore you do not lack any spiritual gift as you eagerly
wait for our Lord Jesus Christ to be revealed. ® He will also keep you firm to the end, so that you will be
blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. ° God is faithful, who has called you into fellowship with his Son,
Jesus Christ our Lord. 1 Corinthians 1:1-9

3) It is written that God has called his chosen PRIEST.

» The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him and said, “Look, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin
of the world! ** This is the one I meant when I said, ‘A man who comes after me has surpassed me because he was
before me.” ' I myself did not know him, but the reason I came baptizing with water was that he might be revealed
to Israel.” ** Then John gave this testimony: “I saw the Spirit come down from heaven as a dove and remain on
him. ** And I myself did not know him, but the one who sent me to baptize with water told me, ‘The man on whom
you see the Spirit come down and remain is the one who will baptize with the Holy Spirit.” *I have seen and I
testify that this is God’s Chosen One.” ** The next day John was there again with two of his disciples. ** When he
saw Jesus passing by, he said, “Look, the Lamb of God!” * When the two disciples heard him say this, they
followed Jesus. Turning around, Jesus saw them followinJ% and asked, “What do you want?” They said,
“Rabbi” (which means “Teacher”), “where are you staying?” = “Come,” he replied, “and you will see.” So they
went and saw where he was staying, and they spent that day with him. It was about four in the afternoon. ** Andrew,
Simon Peter’s brother, was one of the two who heard what John had said and who had followed Jesus. *! The first
thing Andrew did was to find his brother Simon and tell him, “We have found the Messiah” (that is, the

Christ). ** And he brought him to Jesus. John 1:29-42a
JESLUS SURE BUT JESUS WILL FILL THEM
HAS A LOT OF WITH NEW MEANING--YOU Or YOou COoULP
NICKNAMES! HAVE TO READ THE REST  LOOK THEM UP
THEY'RE  ofF JOHN TO UNDERSTAND. ON WIKIFELIA!
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