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Take Refuge in God

Every generation has seen its share of doomsday theorists calling us to run and hide.
Remember Y2K? Certain “experts” predicted dire consequences (computer malfunctions, short-
age of food and water, total collapse of the economy). This once-grave concern seems more
than a little embarrassing today. There are many examples in the Bible of people “fleeing to the
mountains”: Adam and Eve, Saul, Jonah, Israel and Judah, Peter. But how should the church
respond to threatening circumstances? The Bible gives us two basic choices: we can either flee
to the hills, or we can take refuge in God. And, of course, we do well to follow David’s example
“In the Lord | take refuge; how can you say to my soul, ‘Flee like a bird to your mountain’?” Let
our day of worship be a day of choosing the right way forward in whatever difficulty and distress
we face. Let it be a day of taking refuge in God.

Taking Refuge in God

When tempted to flee the pressures of life, the Scriptures call us to hide ourselves in God. Only
God can offer true refuge from life’s dangers and the misery of our sin. When we join together
each week to worship a righteous God, we proclaim that God not only dwells in heaven, but
reigns there: “The Lord is in his holy temple; the Lord’s throne is in heaven”. Taking refuge in
God does not always mean immediate escape from pain and suffering. But because God is
enthroned, he is in control and unperturbed by the apparent chaos on earth. This doesn’'t mean
that he is unconcerned with human affairs. It merely means that God is not panicking. He is
carrying out his perfect plan. He remains unshaken and eternally in power, which provides us
with confidence in the day of trouble. We come together and celebrate him as King, no matter
what happens on earth.

In the Cleft of the Rock

When you sing the song “Rock of Ages,” think of yourself as being in the “cleft of the rock” of
God’s comfort, with his hands protecting me from evil. God’s hand — his refuge — is protecting
us from something greater: from ourselves and the consequences of our own sin. This clarifies
what it means to take refuge in God as we gather for worship each weekend. David tells us,
“his eyes see, his eyelids test the children of man” and “the Lord is righteous; he loves right-
eous deeds; the upright shall behold his face”. None of us can stand before God’s righteous
gaze. So, how can God grant us to “behold his face™? We are “justified by his grace as a gift,
through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, whom God put forward as a propitiation by his
blood, to be received by faith”. Our only hope in life and worship is that we have been re-
deemed. On the one hand, then, taking refuge in God means hiding in Jesus, the Rock who
was cleft for us. But taking refuge in God also goes a step further: it means living a life of holi-
ness in this chaotic world, completely devoted to God. In Christ, God’s people really can per-
form the “righteous deeds” that God loves, even when “the foundations are destroyed” and trou-
bles surround us. Any who sincerely follow after God in righteousness and purity will be safe
under his protection. Thus, we should take worship seriously. We should eagerly sing that God
is holy, transcendent, and pure, and that he is conforming us into the image of his Son. We
should remember that he loves righteous deeds, and that he has created us in Christ to walk in
them. And we should confess all the ways we've failed, trusting that he will both forgive and
cleanse us. Sunday has a built-in holiness effect in the congregation.

Seeing God’s Face

May we celebrate Sunday as a day of refuge in God, instead of in self-reliance. As we enter
God’s presence with other believers, let’s reflect that God sees and “tests the righteous”. And
let’s give thanks that, when God is our refuge, he both redeems us from our sin and equips us
to display righteous deeds. May our worship always reflect how beautiful and awesome God is
and how much we need his mercy and grace in Christ.
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Financial Support
Offering was not counted for this week

June 23  Joe Urbank June 26 Anita & Gary Meier
June 24  Robert Hodo

Devotional Time
Opportunities to Connect with 6od
RADIO & TV OPPORTUNITIES

o Worship Anew—38:00 a.m. Sunday - Comcast channel 184 (TLN) & 8 (SD) , WPWR channel 50, AT&T U-verse channel 1008 (HD)
& 8 (SD), Dish Network # 8495; 10:30 a.m. Sunday - DIRECTV channel 377 (TCT)

e The Lutheran Hour 10a.m.and 6 p.m. Sundays on 1230 AM; and 9:30 a.m. Sundays on 1580 AM

PUSH PRAYER meets every Tuesday at 10:00 a.m. to pray for our church, community and world. We welcome requests (call
708-403-9673) or visit our website to send in your prayer request, or join us for 30-40 minutes each week. We are always looking
for people to join us in prayer to our Lord.

DEVOTIONAL OF THE WEEK 14 For he himself is our peace, who has made the two groups one and has destroyed the barrier,
the dividing wall of hostility. Ephesians 2:14 Master, | know you are no respecter of person. May the partition walls that divide
your sincere followers be broken down by the spirit of love. Though in a slave country, | know, Omnipresent one, that you are
with me. He who fears God and works righteousness shall be accepted by him, not he who has a different skin, not he who be-
longs to this denomination, or to that, but he who fears God.

VERSE OF THE MONTH *5to judge everyone, and to convict all of them of all the ungodly acts they have committed in their un-
godliness, and of all the defiant words ungodly sinners have spoken against him.”e! 1€ These people are grumblers and faultfind-
ers; they follow their own evil desires; they boast about themselves and flatter others for their own advantage. 17 But, dear
friends, remember what the apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ foretold. 18 They said to you, “In the last times there will be scoffers
who will follow their own ungodly desires.” 1 These are the people who divide you, who follow mere natural instincts and do not
have the Spirit. Jude 15-19
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VBS 2026  ree

JOINUS FOIRVNIBS

July 20th-24ath Registration link
OAN- NOON

AGES 3 TO 11
Registration required
Register by June 15™

to get a shirt.

VBS 2026 is next month already. Diana just finished up with preschool seems like and now she is getting everything ready for
VBS. Living Word will be in the middle of the Rain Forest next month, lol. She already has 56 kids signed up for it and her
high school volunteers are already letting her know that they will be here once again to help out. As the month of July gets
closer, she will have a supply list for the crafts and snacks that she needs for that week. Also, if you happen to have any free
time during the week in the mornings, we can always use extra help especially on the first day, checking the kids in, collecting
the registration fee and getting them in their perspective groups. So if you have about 30-40 minutes even to spare, we would
greatly appreciate whatever you can do for us. As always thank you so much for all of your support in this great event.

0 of 1 Purchased 0 of 1 Purchased 0of1 Purfhased 0 of 1 Purchased 0561 Purchased

Spakon 9 Pieces...  6PCS Tropical Garland... R 33 Pcs Rainforest Vbs...

4.6 4ok ey (446) 4.7 dededededr (3.3K) 5.0k kdkk (11) 5.0 A dededrd (1) 108 Pack Palm...
$3199 List 43609 4.5 de ek fr (6K)

$1 799 ($2.00/count) $1 599 31 s $21 99 ($0.67/count)

$1 597 ($0.15/count)

VBS WISH LIST has been created on Amazon. Please let me know if you
need me to send you the link. Help transform Living Word into the Orland
Park Rain Forest, lol. Please save your receipts and | will add them to your
tax statements as an in-kind item/cash donation. Thank you to the people
who have already ordered some items, it will make a huge difference for our
vacation bible schoolers. If you do find anything that is rain forest themed at
other stores, that works too. And again thank you for all of your support,

0 of 1 Purchased 0 of 1 Purchased 4 helo that e 1 hureh
218 Pcs 2026 VBS Jun... 3 Pcs Rainforest... energy and neip that you give to our cnuren.
$2599 (50.12/count) 46 dridwt (18)

$1699
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Living Word News

PRAYERS for Eleanor Galik. She fell in the yard earlier this month and broke her hip. She had surgery the following day. They
put a screw in one place and she had a chip that they had to remove in a different spot. She is now at Greenleaf Rehab Center
at Smith Crossing in Orland Park. She has been going for physical therapy everyday and expects to be able to go back home
within a few weeks. Please keep her in your prayers for healing and strength. She is very determined to come back stronger
and better than before. We can’t wait to have you back at church, we love you and we miss you.

COUNCIL MEETING was this Wednesday night. Among the topics that they had discussed were the financial and offerings
updates, Call committee updates, Preschool postcard mailers, building maintenance issues, security camera issues and along
with some other current items.

FINANCIAL SUPPORT During these very trying and difficult times, like all of us, the offerings for the church have also been
suffering and are below the projected budget. Please help us and come to worship so that we can have better attendance totals
and that we can reconnect with each other as we worship together. In doing so, we will be able to reach our goals in the attend-
ance achievements for the endowment fund. Thank you as always for keeping us moving forward in these times.

pr. pavin renemian | A LIFE BEYOND AMAZING is the next Bible study which will be starting this week.

A I- I F E DAVID JEREMIAH is the author of both books. Captured by Grace teaches us that most Christians
know that they are saved by grace, but some of us don'’t realize that we live by grace everyday. The
lessons in the book will show us how we can apply the principles of God’s grace to our lives. Please

B I. U qu n let Neal know if you are interested in joining either of this study, so he can order enough books for
everyone. A Life Beyond Amazing shows us how we can be the person God has intended us to be.
There is a better to way to experience life for all of us. It uncovers God’s strategy for and challenges

- A an I N E us to make nine important decisions that will transform our lives.

A LIFE BEYOND AMAZING is the next Bible study which will be starting this week. David Jeremiah is the author of both
books. Captured by Grace teaches us that most Christians know that they are saved by grace, but some of us don't realize that
we live by grace everyday. The lessons in the book will show us how we can apply the principles of God’s grace to our lives.
Please let Neal know if you are interested in joining either of this study, so he can order enough books for everyone. A Life Be-
yond Amazing shows us how we can be the person God has intended us to be. There is a better to way to experience life for all
of us. It uncovers God’s strategy for and challenges us to make nine important decisions that will transform our lives.

BLANKETS FOR PHIL’S FRIENDS Here are the specific instructions for the blankets for Phil's Friends. If you can buy the
fleece and do the cutting, the VBS kids and volunteers will do the tying on Thursday, July 23rd when Judy from Phil’'s Friends
will be here to show the kids how to decorate and color the care packages, and help them pack up the boxes.

1. Select fleece material for a two-sided blan-
ket. When selecting the material, choose

(ol one that is patterned and one that is a solid

coordinating color. Please purchase
enough fabric to make a blanket that
measures 40" x 50",

2. Spread out the material on a flat surface
with the softer or more brightly colored
sides facing out. Keep the fleece pieces
together and trim the edges, if needed, to

CUT 0V meet the size requirements.

3. Cut out a 4"x4” square of fabric out of each
corner. Make sure that you are cutting both
pieces of fleece at the same time. After the square corners are cut, start cutting strips along the sides of the blanket. Starting at
the corner, cut strips approximately 2/3 to 1” wide and 4” long. The strips don’t have to be exactly uniform, but they should be
uniform, but they should also be approximately the same size. Again, do not tie the fringes, that will be done at VBS.

CUT 0UT =

S

CUT OV
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Mission of the Month

Camp Lutherhaven

June Mission of the Month
Camp Lutherhaven is a year-round outdoor ministry
center dedicated to creating adventurous, fun,
faith-building experiences for people of all ages. It's
located just 26 miles northwest of Fort Wayne amidst
the rolling hills of Northeast Indiana.

Camp Lutherhaven is a year-round outdoor ministry center that since 1949 has been dedicated to creating adventurous, faith-
building experiences for children, youth, adults, and families. Our carefully chosen staff, along with a program that includes recre-
ation, God’'s Word, group activities, Christian fellowship, worship, personal growth, and of course tons of fun, combine to create
an unforgettable experience. Camp is located amidst the rolling hills of Northeast Indiana. It is blanketed by hardwood forests of
oak and hickory, and resides on the shores of Lake Muncie. Itis a place of adventure, growth, fun, and refuge.

Mission: The mission of Camp Lutherhaven is to reach out with the love of Christ by providing the setting and resources to
strengthen the faith of individuals and complement the ministry of churches.

Core Values: Christ

As our Lord and Savior, Christ is the foundation of who we are. He is the reason for our passion, the focus of our aim, and He
empowers us every step of the way as we pursue our mission.

Relationships: Every person is valuable, as demonstrated by Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross. Because of this, we work in the con-
text of safe and authentic relationships, acknowledging each journey of faith and life story.

The Outdoors: We have been blessed with a beautiful outdoor setting which is the primary environment where our mission is
carried out. As stewards of God’s creation we care for what is around us and it inspires us to educate, admire, enjoy, and join
with all created things in giving glory to God.

Community: We strive to be a healthy, Christian community. In each shared experience joys are celebrated and challenges are
met together. Our community is defined by God’s grace, as we pursue honesty, safety, servant hood, and fun.

Excellence: Excellence matters because our mission matters. This is why we will remain focused on God’s Word, as the Spirit
guides us to be people of integrity who work hard, and seek quality, sustainability, and growth.

Statement of Faith: Lutherhaven’s affiliation and confession of faith is that of the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod where it is
also a Recognized Service Organization. However, our programs are open to everyone, so bring your friends!

WE RECEIVED A DONATIONS REQUEST a few weeks ago from the Bridge Teen Center. If you are purging or downsizing at
home, please keep the following in mind, Thank you for any help you can give to them.

Donation Drop-Off Locations

The Bridge Thrift Store — Orland Park—15605 S. 71st Court, Orland Park, IL 60462 (behind Dunkin’)

Donations can be dropped off inside the donation trailer behind our store. Furniture can be unloaded at the designated garage door.
Bridge Thrift Home & Restoration - Frankfort—21420 S. Harlem Ave, Frankfort, IL 60423 (behind Walgreens)

Donations can be dropped off under the donation overhang behind our store. Furniture can be unloaded at the nearby furniture door.
Donation Hours/Store Hours (Both Locations)

Tuesday & Thursday: 10 AM — 7 PM; Wednesday, Friday & Saturday: 10 AM — 5 PM; Sunday & Monday: Closed

Donations are currently needed at both The Bridge Thrift Store in Orland Park and Bridge Thrift Home & Restoration in Frankfort.
Donations of furniture, home décor, glassware & dishes, books & media, antiques, jewelry, clothing, shoes, and more help support
local teens through the mission of The Bridge Teen Center. Donations can be dropped off during store hours at either location. For
donation guidelines, store hours, and locations, visit bridgethrift.org. Thank you for making a difference in the lives of local teens.
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“My Refuge”
I will say of the Lord, “He is my refuge and my fortress,
my God, in whom I trust.” Psalm 91:2

1) God is my refuge from REJECTION.

"You deceived me, Lorp, and I was deceived; you overpowered me and prevailed. I am ridiculed all day
long; everyone mocks me. ® Whenever I speak, I cry out proclaiming violence and destruction. So the word of the
Lorp has brought me insult and reproach all day long. ®But if I say, “I will not mention his word or speak
anymore in his name,” his word is in my heart like a fire, a fire shut up in my bones. I am weary of holding it
in; indeed, I cannot. '’T hear many whispering, “Terror on every side! Denounce him! Let’s denounce him!” All
my friends are waiting for me to slip, saying, “Perhaps he will be deceived; then we will prevail over him and take
our revenge on him.” ' But the Lorp is with me like a mighty warrior; so my persecutors will stumble and not
prevail. They will fail and be thoroughly disgraced; their dishonor will never be forgotten. '* Lorp Almighty, you
who examine the righteous and probe the heart and mind, let me see your vengeance on them, for to you I have
committed my cause. * Sing to the Lorp! Give praise to the Lorp! He rescues the life of the needy from the
hands of the wicked. Jeremiah 20:7-13

2) God is my refuge from REBELLION.

2 Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body so that you obey its evil desires. * Do not offer any part of
yourself to sin as an instrument of wickedness, but rather offer yourselves to God as those who have been brought
from death to life; and offer every part of yourself to him as an instrument of righteousness. '*For sin shall no
longer be your master, because you are not under the law, but under grace. '* What then? Shall we sin because we
are not under the law but under grace? By no means! '®Don’t you know that when you offer yourselves to
someone as obedient slaves, you are slaves of the one you obey—whether you are slaves to sin, which leads to
death, or to obedience, which leads to righteousness? '’ But thanks be to God that, though you used to be slaves to
sin, you have come to obey from your heart the pattern of teaching that has now claimed your allegiance. '® You
have been set free from sin and have become slaves to righteousness. '*T am using an example from everyday life
because of your human limitations. Just as you used to offer yourselves as slaves to impurity and to ever
increasing wickedness, so now offer yourselves as slaves to righteousness leading to holiness. 2 When you were
slaves to sin, you were free from the control of righteousness. *' What benefit did you reap at that time from the
things you are now ashamed of? Those things result in death! > But now that you have been set free from sin and
have become slaves of God, the benefit you reap leads to holiness, and the result is eternal life. * For the wages of
sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. Romans 6:12-23

3) God is my refuge from REACTION.

>These twelve Jesus sent out with the following instructions: 2! “Brother will betray brother to death, and a
father his child; children will rebel against their parents and have them put to death. 2 You will be hated by
everyone because of me, but the one who stands firm to the end will be saved. ** When you are persecuted in one
place, flee to another. Truly I tell you, you will not finish going through the towns of Israel before the Son of Man
comes. **“The student is not above the teacher, nor a servant above his master. It is enough for students to be
like their teachers, and servants like their masters. If the head of the house has been called Beelzebul, how much
more the members of his household! 2®“So do not be afraid of them, for there is nothing concealed that will not
be disclosed, or hidden that will not be made known. ?” What I tell you in the dark, speak in the daylight; what is
whispered in your ear, proclaim from the roofs. 2 Do not be afraid of those who kill the body but cannot kill the
soul. Rather, be afraid of the One who can destroy both soul and body in hell. * Are not two sparrows sold for a
penny? Yet not one of them will fall to the ground outside your Father’s care. ** And even the very hairs of your
head are all numbered. *' So don’t be afraid; you are worth more than many sparrows. *2“Whoever acknowledges
me before others, I will also acknowledge before my Father in heaven. ** But whoever disowns me before others, I
will disown before my Father in heaven. Matthew 10:5a, 21-33
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