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    PRAYER CHAIN          
       REQUESTS 
       Please call the office 

   for immediate prayers 
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Living Word 
Lutheran Church 

“The Precepts of God” 

Living in the Word...that the 
Word may live in others. 

16301 South Wolf Road 
Orland Park, IL  60467 

      
livingwordorland.org 

intouchlwlc@yahoo.com 
       

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS 
Mon - Fri  9 am - 2 pm 

       
SUNDAY SCHEDULE 

  9:15 am   Adult study 

Inside this issue: 

The term "precepts" in the Bible refers to the commandments, instructions, or principles given 
by God to guide the moral and spiritual conduct of His people. These precepts are integral to 
understanding God's will and are often synonymous with His laws, statutes, and command-
ments. They are designed to lead believers into a life of holiness, righteousness, and obedience 
to God. 
Biblical Foundation 
The concept of God's precepts is deeply rooted in the Old Testament, particularly within the 
Torah, where God provides the Israelites with detailed instructions on how to live in a covenant 
relationship with Him. The precepts are not merely rules but are expressions of God's character 
and His desire for His people to reflect His holiness. In Psalm 19:8, it is written, "The precepts 
of the LORD are right, bringing joy to the heart; the commandments of the LORD are radiant, 
giving light to the eyes." This verse highlights the positive and enlightening nature of God's pre-
cepts, emphasizing their role in bringing joy and understanding to those who follow them. 
Purpose and Function 
The precepts of God serve several key purposes: 
1. Moral Guidance: They provide a moral framework for believers, outlining what is right and 
wrong according to God's standards. This is evident in passages like Psalm 119:4 , "You have 
ordained Your precepts, that we should keep them diligently." 
2. Spiritual Growth: By adhering to God's precepts, believers grow in their spiritual maturity 
and deepen their relationship with God. Psalm 119:93 states, "I will never forget Your precepts, 
for by them You have revived me." 
3. Covenant Relationship: The precepts are part of the covenant relationship between God 
and His people, serving as a reminder of His promises and their responsibilities. Deuteronomy 
6:1 underscores this, "These are the commandments and statutes and ordinances that the 
LORD your God has instructed me to teach you to follow in the land that you are about to enter 
and possess." 
4. Community Order: They establish order and justice within the community of believers, en-
suring that society functions according to God's righteous standards. 
New Testament Perspective 
In the New Testament, the precepts of God are fulfilled and embodied in the life and teachings 
of Jesus Christ. Jesus emphasized the spirit of the law, focusing on love, mercy, and justice. 
In Matthew 5:17 , Jesus declares, "Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the 
Prophets; I have not come to abolish them, but to fulfill them." 
 

The Apostle Paul also speaks to the importance of God's precepts in the life of a believer. 
In Romans 7:12 , he writes, "So then, the Law is holy, and the commandment is holy, righteous, 
and good." Paul acknowledges the continued relevance of God's precepts, while also highlight-
ing the transformative power of grace through faith in Christ. 
Practical Application 
For contemporary believers, the precepts of God remain a vital aspect of Christian living. They 
are to be studied, meditated upon, and applied in daily life. Psalm 119:15 encourages this prac-
tice: "I will meditate on Your precepts and regard Your ways." 
 

In summary, the precepts of God are divine instructions that guide believers in their moral and 
spiritual journey. They are a reflection of God's character and His desire for His people to live in 
holiness and obedience. Through the precepts, believers are called to a deeper understanding 
of God's will and a closer relationship with Him. 
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July 2026 Calendar 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  
  

  

  

  
 

1 
  

2 3 4 

 
Independ-
ence Day 

5 
9:00am 
Adult Bible 
Study 
10:00am 
Worship Tra-
ditional 
Communion 
Hymnal Ser-
vice 

6 7 
  
10:00am Push 

Prayer 

8 9 10 11 
  
  

12 
9:00am 
Adult Bible 
Study                   
10:00am 
Blended 
Worship Ser-
vice 

13 14 
  
10:00am Push 

Prayer 

15 16 
  17 18 

19 
9:00am 
Adult Bible 
Study 
10:00am 
Blended 
Worship Ser-
vice 

20  9:00-
12:00 VBS 

 

21  9:00-
12:00 VBS 
10:00am Push 

Prayer

 

22  9:00-12:00 
VBS

 

23  9:00-12:00 
VBS 
12:30pm Coun-

cil Meeting

 

24  9:00-
12:00 VBS

 

25 
  

  

26 
9:00am 
Adult Bible 
Study 
10:00am 
Blended 
Communion 
Worship Ser-
vice 

27 28 
  

10:00am Push 
Prayer 

29 
  

 30 31 
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Stewardship Snapshot 

Devotional Time 
Opportunities to Connect with God 
PUSH PRAYER meets every Tuesday at 10:00 a.m. to pray for our church, community and world.  We welcome requests (call 
708-403-9673) or visit our website to send in your prayer request, or join us for 30-40 minutes each week. We are always looking 
for people to join us in prayer to our Lord.  
DEVOTIONAL OF THE WEEK  18 Who is a God like you,   who pardons sin and forgives the transgression   of the remnant of his 
inheritance? You do not stay angry forever  but delight to show mercy. 19 You will again have compassion on us;  you will tread 
our sins underfoot  and hurl all our iniquities into the depths of the sea. Micah 7:18-19    Almighty God, our heavenly Father, see-
ing that since antiquity it has always pleased you to extend your grace toward your people, as perverse and rebellious as they 
were; and that you have never ceased to exhort them to repentance, but have always taken them by your hand through your 
prophets; grant us also your grace today, that your same Word may resound in our ears; and, if at first we should not profit from 
your holy teaching as we ought; nonetheless, do not reject us; but by your Spirit subdue and so reign over our minds and affec-
tions, that being truly humbled and brought low, we give you the glory that your majesty is due; so that being clothed by your love 
and fatherly favor, we may submit ourselves totally to you, while at the same time embracing that goodness which you have pro-
vided and offered us in our Lord Jesus;  that we might never doubt again that you alone are our Father, until that day that we 
rejoice in your heavenly promise, which has been acquired for us by the blood of your only Son, our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen 
 

VERSE OF THE MONTH 15 to judge everyone, and to convict all of them of all the ungodly acts they have committed in their un-
godliness, and of all the defiant words ungodly sinners have spoken against him.”[e] 16 These people are grumblers and faultfind-
ers; they follow their own evil desires; they boast about themselves and flatter others for their own advantage. 17 But, dear 
friends, remember what the apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ foretold. 18 They said to you, “In the last times there will be scoffers 
who will follow their own ungodly desires.” 19 These are the people who divide you, who follow mere natural instincts and do not 
have the Spirit. Jude 15-19 
 
 

June Celebrations 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

28 
9:00am Adult 
Bible Study 
10:00am 
Blended Wor-
ship Service 

29 30 
 
10:00am Push 

Prayer 

1 
 
 

2 
  

3 4 
 
 

Independ-
ence Day 

  

                                                                                                                                 

  
        
 June 29     Kristi Hartz 

                                                                                                                             
Happy Anniversary 

 
 
 
 
 

  June 26 Deanna & Kurt Meier 

                                                                                                                             

 
  
  June 29  George Hostert 

                                                                                                                               

  
      July 5      Elaine Lee 
     July 7      John Paul Lange 
     July 9      Jesse Meier 
     July 17   Jim McKinney 
     July 23   John Gabrielson 
     July 27   Kurt Meier 

July Celebrations 
                                                                                                                             
  

 
       
          
  July 24    Bill Merchantz 

 
 

                    

        June 21st 

        32 Worshipped, 26 Communed 
                                    8 Watched Online                     
           40 Total Worshipped                             

Financial Support for June 7th                                              
   $2,030.00  Total General Fund Offering 

Financial Support for June 14th                                             
 $2,830.00  General Fund Offering 
      180.00  Building Use (God Is Able) 
 $3,010.00  Total General Fund Deposit 

Financial Support for June 21st                                             
 $1,420.00  General Fund Offering 
      100.00  Mission of the Month 
 $1,520.00  Total General Fund Deposit 
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VBS 2026 is next month already. Diana just finished up with preschool seems like and now she is getting everything ready for 
VBS. Living Word will be in the middle of the Rain Forest next month, lol. She already has 56 kids signed up for it and her 
high school volunteers are already letting her know that they will be here once again to help out. The snack and craft supply 
lists are below and will be on the welcome desk. Also, if you happen to have any free time during the week in the mornings, 
we can always use extra help especially on the first day, checking the kids in, collecting  the registration fee and getting them 
in their perspective groups. So if you have about 30-40 minutes even to spare, we would greatly appreciate whatever you can 
do for us. As always thank you so much for all of your support in this great event. 

(7) Rolls of foil   (15) Plastic Rainforest themed Tablecloths (6) Large Drink Mixes (No Red Flavors) 
(8) Five lb. bags of rice  (375) Napkins     (75) Rice Krispies Treats 
(8) Rolls Packing Tape  (5) Rolls of Paper Towels   (75) Round Plain Rice Cakes 
(250)Cheap Paper Plates (300) Regular Paper Plates   (2) Containers of Raisins 
(100)Sandwich Bags  (375) Small/Medium Paper Cups (9-12 ounce) (5) Bags Thin Pretzel Sticks 
(200) 1 Gallon Ziplock Bags (1) Box of Ziplock Baggies (75 Count)  (6) Bags of Pretzel Rods 
(100)Paper Bowls  (75) Solo Cups     (4) Bags of  M & M’s 
(225)Plastic Knives  (2) Large Containers Gold Fish Crackers  ((5) Bags of Mini Marshmallows 
(5) Bags of Chocolate Chips (10) Containers of Vanilla Frosting  (3) Bags of Mini Tootsie Rolls 
(2) Large Bags of Swedish Fish (6) Large Bags of Skinny Pop Popcorn  

VBS WISH LIST has been created on Amazon. Please let me know if you 
need me to send you the link. Help transform Living Word into the Orland 
Park Rain Forest, lol. Please save your receipts and I will add them to your 
tax statements as an in-kind item/cash donation. Thank you to the people 
who have already ordered some items, it will make a huge difference for our 
vacation bible schoolers. If you do find anything that is rain forest themed at 
other stores, that works too. And again thank you for all of your support, 
energy and help that you give to our church. 



PRAYERS for Eleanor Galik. She fell in the yard earlier this month and broke her hip. She had surgery the following day. They 
put a screw in one place and she had a chip that they had to remove in a different spot. Currently she is at Greenleaf Rehab 
Center at Smith Crossing in Orland Park. She has been going for physical therapy everyday and overdid it in physical therapy, 
they may be moving her to Discovery, located on 159th just west of Harlem, by Home Depot and Harbor Freight. Eleanor you 
have to slow down just a bit. We can’t wait to have you back at church, but we want you to heal, we love you and we miss you. 

THANK YOU CARD was received from Barb Erjavec’s son, Jerry, it reads, “Thanks so much for your support in memory of 
mom. Thanks to you, the scholarship lives on. Your generous donation will be put towards it.” It is signed, Jerry Erjavec. The 
card and the picture of Barb can be found on the  bulletin board next to the office. 
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Living Word News 

Mission of the Month 

BLANKETS FOR PHIL’S FRIENDS Here are the specific instructions for the blankets for Phil’s Friends. If you can buy the 
fleece and do the cutting, the VBS kids and volunteers will do the tying on Thursday, July 23rd when Judy from Phil’s Friends 
will be here to show the kids how to decorate and color the care packages, and help them pack up the boxes. 

                                                                                                                             1.  Select fleece material for a two-sided blan-                     
                                                                                                                                   ket. When selecting the material, choose        
                                                                                                                                   one that is patterned and one that is a solid  
                                                                                                                                   coordinating color. Please purchase  
                                                                                                                                   enough fabric to make a blanket that                                  
                                                                                                                                   measures 40” x 50”.  
                                                                                                                              2.  Spread out the material on a flat  surface  
                                                                                                                                    with the softer or more brightly colored             
                                                                                                                                    sides facing out. Keep the fleece pieces  
                                                                                                                                    together and trim the edges, if needed, to 
                                                                                                                                    meet the size requirements. 
                                                                                                                              3.   Cut out a 4”x4” square of fabric out of each 
                                                                                                                                    corner. Make sure that you are cutting both 
pieces of fleece at the same time. After the square corners are cut, start cutting strips along the sides of the blanket. Starting at 
the corner, cut strips approximately 2/3 to 1” wide and 4” long. The strips don’t have to be exactly uniform, but they should be 
uniform, but they should also be approximately the same size. Again, do not tie the fringes, that will be done at VBS. 
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“God’s Precepts” 

“See how I love your precepts; preserve my life, Lord, 
in accordance with your love.”  Psalm 119:159 

 
1) God’s precepts always predict ACCURATELY. 
     5 Then the prophet Jeremiah replied to the prophet Hananiah before the priests and all the people who were 
standing in the house of the Lඈඋൽ. 6 He said, “Amen! May the Lඈඋൽ do so! May the Lඈඋൽ fulfill the words you 
have prophesied by bringing the articles of the Lඈඋൽ’s house and all the exiles back to this place from Babylon. 
7 Nevertheless, listen to what I have to say in your hearing and in the hearing of all the people: 8 From early times 
the prophets who preceded you and me have prophesied war, disaster and plague against many countries and great 
kingdoms. 9 But the prophet who prophesies peace will be recognized as one truly sent by the Lඈඋൽ only if his 
prediction comes true.”                                                                             Jeremiah 28:5-9 
 
2) God’s precepts always promote AUTHENTICITY.  
     7 Do you not know, brothers and sisters—for I am speaking to those who know the law—that the law has 
authority over someone only as long as that person lives? 2 For example, by law a married woman is bound to her 
husband as long as he is alive, but if her husband dies, she is released from the law that binds her to him. 3 So then, 
if she has sexual relations with another man while her husband is still alive, she is called an adulteress. But if her 
husband dies, she is released from that law and is not an adulteress if she marries another man.  4 So, my brothers 
and sisters, you also died to the law through the body of Christ, that you might belong to another, to him who was 
raised from the dead, in order that we might bear fruit for God. 5 For when we were in the realm of the flesh, the 
sinful passions aroused by the law were at work in us, so that we bore fruit for death. 6 But now, by dying to what 
once bound us, we have been released from the law so that we serve in the new way of the Spirit, and not in the 
old way of the written code. 7 What shall we say, then? Is the law sinful? Certainly not! Nevertheless, I would not 
have known what sin was had it not been for the law. For I would not have known what coveting really was if the 
law had not said, “You shall not covet.” 8 But sin, seizing the opportunity afforded by the commandment, 
produced in me every kind of coveting. For apart from the law, sin was dead. 9 Once I was alive apart from the 
law; but when the commandment came, sin sprang to life and I died. 10 I found that the very commandment that 
was intended to bring life actually brought death. 11 For sin, seizing the opportunity afforded by the 
commandment, deceived me, and through the commandment put me to death. 12 So then, the law is holy, and the 
commandment is holy, righteous and good.  13 Did that which is good, then, become death to me? By no means! 
Nevertheless, in order that sin might be recognized as sin, it used what is good to bring about my death, so that 
through the commandment sin might become utterly sinful.                  Romans 7:1-13 
 
3) God’s precepts always produce ANIMOSITY. 
      34 “Do not suppose that I have come to bring peace to the earth. I did not come to bring peace, but a sword. 
35 For I have come to turn “‘a man against his father, a daughter against her mother, a daughter-in-law against her 
mother-in-law — 36     a man’s enemies will be the members of his own household.’ 37 “Anyone who loves their 
father or mother more than me is not worthy of me; anyone who loves their son or daughter more than me is not 
worthy of me. 38 Whoever does not take up their cross and follow me is not worthy of me. 39 Whoever finds their 
life will lose it, and whoever loses their life for my sake will find it. 40 “Anyone who welcomes you welcomes me, 
and anyone who welcomes me welcomes the one who sent me. 41 Whoever welcomes a prophet as a prophet will 
receive a prophet’s reward, and whoever welcomes a righteous person as a righteous person will receive a 
righteous person’s reward. 42 And if anyone gives even a cup of cold water to one of these little ones who is my 
disciple, truly I tell you, that person will certainly not lose their reward.” Matthew 10:34-42 


