
 
 

 
 
 

IN TOUCH 
    with the ministry and people of Living Word  

Matthew 13:24-43 relates the famous parable of the weeds (or tares, as they used to be known). 
The scene falls within what is known as the parabolic discourse in chapter 13 of Matthew's Gospel, 
which involves no less than eight different parables. One of the things that makes the parable of 
the weeds interesting, however, is that Jesus goes out of His way not just to deliver it (vv. 24-30) 
but also to explain it (vv. 36-43). 
 

The parable itself is very simple. A man sows good seed in his field, but while he is sleeping his 
enemy comes along and sows weeds among the wheat. In due course, when the plants begin to 
bear grain, the servants of the sower come to him to explain that weeds have begun to appear. 
The owner then realizes that an enemy has been at work. 
 

The Historical Realities of Farming 

Instead of directing his servants to immediately remove the weeds, the sower instead cautions 
them to take a more patient approach. Uprooting the weeds at this stage would risk doing damage 
to the good wheat; better, then, to let both weeds and wheat grow alongside one another until 
harvest time. On that day, the reapers in the fields will more easily be able to gather the wheat into 
the barn, while the weeds will be bundled together and tossed into the fire. 
 

Needless to say, this is a parable which speaks to the agricultural realities of Jesus's day, and 
darnel was known for being a particularly pernicious type of weed. In its early stages, it resembled 
wheat, but over time its weedy character became more and more evident. Given the danger it 
posed to farmers, the Romans even passed laws explicitly forbidding the sabotaging of another 
man's field by sowing darnel among their wheat. 
 

The one thing darnel could be used for was as a source of fuel. In the parable, therefore, the 
owner of the field waits until the wheat and the weeds have fully matured, at which point the two 
are clearly distinguishable and the darnel can be bundled up and burned. 
 

The Lesson of the Parable  
When it comes to unpacking what the elements in the parable signify, Jesus has already done the 
hard work for us. The story, He says, is about the kingdom of heaven. The sower of the good seed 
is Himself, while the sower of the bad seed is the devil. The field is the world, and the good seed 
represents the sons of the kingdom, while the bad seed represents the sons of the evil one. 
Finally, the harvest signifies the end of the age, and the reapers are the angels who will assist the 
Son of Man in gathering together all the sinful, evil weeds and tossing them into the fiery furnace, 
where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. Jesus concludes with an exhortation: "He who 
has ears, let him hear" (Mt 13:43). 
 

What spiritual lessons might we draw from the parable? For one thing, the story of the wheat and 
the weeds is a poignant reminder that the spiritual battle is a real one, raging all around us. This is 
a major theme in Matthew's Gospel: not just the coming of the Kingdom of God but also-crucially-
our response to it. As the parable attests, there is another kingdom also at work in the world, a 
kingdom of darkness which will do everything in its power to drag us down to hell. 
 

The intermixing of the wheat and the weeds also teaches us that in this life the seeds of 
corruption can be found everywhere. St. Augustine, for example, noted that the weeds extend not 
only to the Catholic laity, but to the priests and bishops as well. Even more pertinently, however, 
the parable teaches us to strive to recognize the weeds in our own hearts. As the Russian writer 
Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn famously observed, "The line separating good and evil passes not through 
states, nor between classes, nor between political parties either, but right through every human 
heart, and through all human hearts."                              (Continued at the top of page 6) 
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    PRAYER CHAIN         

     REQUESTS 
       Please call the office 

     for immediate prayers 

Living in the Word...that the 
Word may live in others. 

Living Word 
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July Celebrations 
                                                                                                                             

 
 

 July 23      John Gabrielson 
  
  

Stewardship Snapshot 

                 July 12th 

            29 Worshipped 
                                       6 Watched Online                   
            35 Total Worshipped  
                                  

             Financial Support                                              
      $745.00  General Fund 
      $150.00  Building Use (Cook County) 
      $300.00 Designated Fund (VBS) 
      $895.00 General Fund Deposit 
     

Devotional Time 
Opportunities to Connect with God 
RADIO & TV OPPORTUNITIES 
 Worship Anew—8:00 a.m. Sunday - Comcast channel 184 (TLN) & 8 (SD) , WPWR channel 50, AT&T U-verse channel 1008  (HD) & 8 

(SD), Dish Network # 8495;  10:30 a.m. Sunday - DIRECTV channel 377 (TCT) 

 The Lutheran Hour    10 a.m. and 6 p.m.   Sundays on 1230 AM; and 9:30 a.m. Sundays on 1580 AM 

PUSH PRAYER meets every Tuesday at 10:00 a.m. to pray for our church, community and world.  We welcome requests (call 
708-403-9673) or visit our website to send in your prayer request, or join us for 30-40 minutes each week. We are always looking 
for people to join us in prayer to our Lord.  
DEVOTIONAL OF THE. WEEK  5 You answer us with awesome and righteous deeds, God our Savior, the hope of all the ends 
of the earth and of the farthest seas, 6 who formed the mountains by your power, having armed yourself with strength, 
7 who stilled the roaring of the seas, the roaring of their waves, and the turmoil of the nations. 8 The whole earth is filled with awe 
at your wonders; where morning dawns, where evening fades, you call forth songs of joy. Psalm 65:5-8   
"It is true there is an ebb and flow, but the sea remains the sea." You are the sea. Although I experience many ups and downs in 
my emotions and often feel great shifts and changes in my inner life, you remain the same. Your sameness is not the sameness 
of a rock, but the sameness of a faithful lover. Out of your love I came to life; by your love I am sustained; and to your love I am 
always called back. There are days of sadness and days of joy; there are feelings of guilt and feelings of gratitude; there are 
moments of failure and moments of success; but all of them are embraced by your unwavering love. My only real temptation is to 
doubt in your love, to think of myself as beyond the reach of your love, to remove myself from the healing radiance of your love. 
To do these things is to move into the darkness of despair. O Lord, sea of love and goodness, let me not fear too much the 
storms and winds of my daily life, and let me know that there is ebb and flow but that the sea remains the sea. Amen. 
 

VERSE OF THE MONTH Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off everything that 
hinders and the sin that so easily entangles. And let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us, 2 fixing our eyes on 
Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of faith. For the joy set before him he endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at 
the right hand of the throne of God.  Hebrews 12:1-2 
 
  

 
  
  

                                                                                                                             
  

 
          
  July 24    Bill Merchantz 
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VBS 2026 is this coming week. Diana has been very busy getting everything ready for VBS. Living Word will be in the middle 
of the Rain Forest the week, lol. She has 56 kids signed up for it and her high school volunteers has let her know that they will 
be here once again to help out. Now that it’s this close, she has a supply list for the crafts and snacks that she needs for the 
week. Also, if you happen to have any free time during the week in the mornings, we can always use extra help especially on 
the first day, checking the kids in, collecting the registration fee and getting them in their perspective groups. So if you have 
about 30-40 minutes even to spare, we would greatly appreciate whatever you can do for us. As always thank you to 
everyone who signed up for the different items that were needed for the snacks and crafts, not only do we appreciate it, the 
kids really love all the snacks and they have so much fun making the crafts. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THANK YOU LETTER was received this week from Redeeming Life Outreach Ministries this week. It reads, “Thank you for 
supporting moms and babies and giving them safe housing, Christian counseling and providing for their basic needs with your 
recent ministry gift of $290.00! We are thrilled to learn you chose Redeeming Life as your May Mission of the Month. How 
awesome is our God to inspire our brothers and sisters in Christ to give needed support to this ministry. Your gifts helps 
women who have been hurt, abused and abandoned, and don’t have anywhere else to go. By the grace of God, they are led 
to Redeeming Life, and we do our best to embrace each of them and their difficult histories with compassion. If you were able 
to hear them while they “exhale” in the new safe home that you provided, you would hear them share such remarkable hopes 
and dreams that they have for themselves and their children. What’s missing is the skills and know-how needed to live a full 
and independent life. ….To all of you, brothers and sister in Christ at Living Word, thank you for sharing the life-changing 
good news of the Gospel with these families….” The full letter can be found on the bulletin board in the fellowship hall. 

PRAYERS for Eleanor Galik. Since she is starting to recover from her partial hip replacement surgery recently, she is now back 
at Smith Crossing Rehab Center. Her health has stabilized, but when she goes for physical therapy, she does get very tired 
and weak She says she is doing better and doing well in therapy too. Please keep her in your prayers for health and strength.  

A LIFE BEYOND AMAZING is the next Bible study that started last week. David Jeremiah is the 
author of both books. Captured by Grace teaches us that most Christians know that they are saved by 
grace, but some of us don’t realize that we live by grace everyday. The lessons in the book will show 
us how we can apply the principles of God’s grace to our lives. Please let Neal know if you are 
interested in joining either of this study, so he can order enough books for everyone. A Life Beyond 
Amazing shows us how we can be the person God has intended us to be. There is a better to way to 
experience life for all of us. It uncovers God’s strategy for and challenges us to make nine important 
decisions that will transform our lives.  

Living Word News 
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BLANKETS FOR PHIL’S FRIENDS Here are the specific instructions for the blankets for Phil’s Friends. If you can 
buy the fleece and do the cutting, the VBS kids and volunteers will do the tying on Thursday, July 23rd when Judy 
from Phil’s Friends will be here to show the kids how to decorate and color the care package and help them pack up 
the boxes. 

1. Select fleece material for a two-sided blanket. When selecting the material, choose one that is patterned and  
one that is a solid coordinating color. Please purchase enough fabric to make a blanket that measures 40’ x 50”.  

 2.  Spread out the material on a flat surface with the softer or more brightly colored sides facing out. Keep the fleece 
pieces together and trim the edges, if needed, to meet the size requirements. 
3.   Cut out a 4”x4” square of fabric out of each corner. Make sure that you are cutting both pieces of fleece at the 
same time. After the square corners are cut, start cutting strips along the sides of the blanket. Starting at the corner, 
cut strips approximately 2/3 to 1” wide and 4” long. The strips don’t have to be exactly uniform, but they should be 
uniform, but they should also  be approximately the same size. Again, do not tie the fringes, that will be done at VBS. 

 

CARE PACKAGE NEEDED ITEMS 
Please see the posting that Phil’s 
Friends had created recently on their 
website. Among the fleece blankets 
being their biggest need, they also 
need fuzzy socks, knit hats, playing 
cards, journals, puzzle books and 
personal hygiene items. We will have 
boxes out for VBS for the kids to fill 
throughout the week. Also, please 
see an actual example of the fleece 
sets that they need for VBS. 
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(Continued from page 1) 
Applying the Lesson to Our Lives 
If we wish to take Christ's words seriously, then we must avoid at all costs a reckless confidence which says 
I know I'm among the wheat because I attend Mass regularly, or because I have a good prayer life, or because I'm "a 
good person." While we don't want to live in a state of perpetual anxiety, the parable of the weeds makes it clear that 
we also can't live in a state of complacency. A balanced approach means rejoicing in Christ's offer of salvation, while 
at the same time continually purging the weeds of sin which we have allowed to take root in our hearts. 
 

Lastly, there is something beautiful in the way that Jesus explains the parable to His disciples. Notice that He begins 
by withdrawing from the crowd and entering into a house where He can be alone with His friends (see Mt 13:36). It is 
in this place of peace and quiet that the disciples are able to interact with God face-to-face, and listen attentively to 
His Word. 
 

In the hushed stillness of the house, away from the noisiness of the crowd, the disciples become true little ones with 
eyes to see and ears to hear. We should let this experience be a reminder to us of the necessity of personal 
encounter with Jesus, above all through prayer and the Holy Eucharist. By this intimate encounter we will learn to 
better internalize His Word, and to grow as faithful sons and daughters within His Kingdom. 

 

 
 

PRESCHOOL TOUR was given to a mom who has a 4-year-old daughter last Thursday afternoon. Even though she 
was originally wanting full days, she still registered her daughter for preschool, so hopefully that will make five 
students to start the school year with the sixth student starting in October when he turns 3. We are also hoping that 
we might get some from VBS that will be starting this week and from the preschool post cards that were sent out early 
last week. 

 

Preschool News 
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