
 
 

 
 
 

IN TOUCH 
    with the ministry and people of Living Word  

The Bible calls Satan a schemer. Now, when someone schemes against you and you’re 
unaware of it, you don’t take defensive measures, and you can end up getting hurt. One of 
Satan’s most effective schemes is to downplay his influence in our lives. And he does that so 
that he can outwit us. But the Bible says, “We are not unaware of his schemes.” The Bible 
speaks of things that take place in the invisible realm whose effects are felt in the visible realm. 
 

One day a conversation took place between God and Satan. What about? The hedge of 
protection and blessing that surrounded Job’s life. Satan told God, “If you remove that hedge, 
he will not serve You” (see Job 1:10-11). So, God did, and Satan attacked Job’s finances, his 
children, and his health. Though Job’s mind was filled with unanswered questions, his trust in 
the goodness of God remained strong, and he ended up with twice as much. 
 

It can be a cop-out to blame everything on Satan, but it’s a grave mistake not to discern when 
he’s at work in your circumstances. When you feel the effects of his attack but fail to identify the 
source of it, he can prevail against you. Why? Because you don’t know how to fight back and 
use the weapons God has given you. You have God’s Word, “the sword of the Spirit”. But 
unless you identify Satan as the source of your problem, it’s like fighting blindfolded, and your 
sword is flailing in every direction instead of targeting Satan and defeating him. 
 

The Bible says: “Be strong in the Lord and in His mighty power. Put on all of God’s armor so 
that you will be able to stand firm against all strategies of the devil. For we are not fighting 
against flesh-and-blood enemies, but against evil rulers and authorities of the unseen world, 
against mighty powers in this dark world, and against evil spirits in the heavenly places” (vv. 10-
12). “Against mighty powers in this dark world.” When Daniel prayed, he encountered those 
mighty powers. “Don’t be afraid, Daniel. Since the first day you began to pray for understanding 
and to humble yourself before your God, your request has been heard in heaven. I have come 
in answer to your prayer. But for 21 days, the spirit prince of the kingdom of Persia blocked my 
way. Then Michael, one of the archangels, came to help me”. 
 

When you are committed to walking with God and doing His will, Satan will try to block you at 
every turn. If he cannot keep you from spending time in prayer, he will try to block your prayers. 
For 21 days, Daniel wondered, “Lord, You have answered my prayers before; how come You’re 
not answering them now?” But Daniel’s answer was on the way. And yours is too. 
 

Christians used to speak about “praying through.” It means standing firmly on the Word of God, 
praying in the all-powerful and all-prevailing name of Jesus, refusing to become impatient, 
refusing to give up, knowing God hears and answers our prayers. 
 

You can have 20/20 vision in the natural world, yet be blind in the spiritual world and fall prey to 
Satan’s schemes. But when you turn to God in prayer, He can open your eyes and give you a 
strategy for victory. Notice what happened when Elisha and his servant woke up in the city of 
Dothan to discover that they were surrounded by hostile armies. 
 

“When the servant of the man of God…went outside, there were troops, horses, and chariots 
everywhere. ‘Oh, sir, what will we do now?’ the young man cried to Elisha. ‘Don’t be afraid!’ 
Elisha told him. ‘For there are more on our side than on theirs!’ Then Elisha prayed, ‘O LORD, 
open his eyes and let him see!’ The LORD opened the young man’s eyes, and when he looked 
up, he saw that the hillside around Elisha was filled with horses and chariots of fire. As the 
Aramean army advanced towards him, Elisha prayed, ‘O LORD, please make them blind.’ So 
the LORD struck them with blindness as Elisha had asked” (2 Kings 6:15-18). 
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    PRAYER CHAIN         

     REQUESTS 
       Please call the office 

     for immediate prayers 

Living in the Word...that the 
Word may live in others. 

Living Word 
Lutheran Church 

16301 South Wolf Road 
Orland Park, IL  60467 

      
livingwordorland.org 

intouchlwlc@yahoo.com 
       

CHURCH OFFICE 
HOURS 

Mon - Fri  9 am - 2 pm 
       

SUNDAY SCHEDULE 
  9:00 am   Adult study 
  10:00 am  Worship 
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July Celebrations 
                                                                                                                             

 
 

 July 27      Kurt Meier 
  
  

Stewardship Snapshot 
                 July 19th 

            18 Worshipped 
                                     10 Watched Online                   
            28 Total Worshipped  
                                  

             Financial Support                                              
   $1,225.00 General Fund 
   $1,380.26 General Fund (IRS Payment) 
   $2,605.26 General Fund Deposit 
     Devotional Time 

Opportunities to Connect with God 
RADIO & TV OPPORTUNITIES 
 Worship Anew—8:00 a.m. Sunday - Comcast channel 184 (TLN) & 8 (SD) , WPWR channel 50, AT&T U-verse channel 1008  (HD) & 8 

(SD), Dish Network # 8495;  10:30 a.m. Sunday - DIRECTV channel 377 (TCT) 

 The Lutheran Hour    10 a.m. and 6 p.m.   Sundays on 1230 AM; and 9:30 a.m. Sundays on 1580 AM 

PUSH PRAYER meets every Tuesday at 10:00 a.m. to pray for our church, community and world.  We welcome requests (call 
708-403-9673) or visit our website to send in your prayer request, or join us for 30-40 minutes each week. We are always looking 
for people to join us in prayer to our Lord.  
DEVOTIONAL OF THE. WEEK 8 Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send? And who will go for us?” And I 
said, “Here am I. Send me!” Isaiah 6:8   Use me then, my Saviour, for whatever purpose, and in whatever way, you may 
require. Here is my poor heart, an empty vessel; fill it with your grace. Here is my sinful and troubled soul; quicken it and refresh 
it with your love. Take my heart for your abode; my mouth to spread abroad the glory of your name; my love and all my powers, 
for the advancement of your believing people; and never suffer the steadfastness and confidence of my faith to abate; so that at 
all times I may be enabled from the heart to say, ‘Jesus needs me, and I am his.’ 
 

VERSE OF THE MONTH Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off everything that 
hinders and the sin that so easily entangles. And let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us, 2 fixing our eyes on 
Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of faith. For the joy set before him he endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at 
the right hand of the throne of God.  Hebrews 12:1-2 

 
  

 
  

August Celebrations 

                              

                                                                                                  
 
 

 Aug 1   Donna Wasilkoff 
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VBS SNACKS as always were a big hit. 
Day 1 was the Amazon River Treats, 
“fishies” swimming in the Amazon River, 
lol. Day 2 was Everything Trail Mix, Day 
3 was God’s always smiling on us, Day 4 
was “Ants on a Log” and Day 5 was 
Popcorn Surprise. Thank you to every-
one who brought in the fishies, the ants, 
the logs, all the frosting tubs and the 
ingredients for the smiling faces, and for 
the Everything Trail Mix and for the 
popcorn and the surprise inside it, lol.  
 

VBS CRAFTS were a lot of fun also. Day 
1 was the Rain Sticks, Day 2 was the 
Sand Art Snakes, Day 3 was Rainforest 
Sun Catchers., on Day 4 they helped Mr. 
Steve from Phil’s Friends pack up the 
Care Boxes and they colored cards and 
cheered for each person the boxes were 
for. They made 25 boxes what an 
awesome job! Thank you to everyone 
who donated the blankets for the boxes, 
and the paper roll tubes, and the rice for  

the rain sticks, and all of the supplies that were needed to help keep our Rain Forest clean and somewhat 
organized, lol. Day 5 was coloring the Rain Forest animals. A huge thanks to all of our amazing volunteers. They 
get along with all of the kids from VBS so well. Most of them are former VBS kids and it is so great to see how they 
pass the love of Jesus forward to the next generations. Most of all hats off and a huge round of applause to Mrs. 
Diana for coordinating all of the Bible Buddies and the stories and all of the music for this week. She has worked so 
hard as always every year putting together a fantastic experience for these kids. She of course had her faithful 
companion Mrs. Sherri making all of the fun snacks for over 40 kids. They are both amazing! 
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VBS 2026 
VBS MUSIC TRAIN has returned again this year 
making its way through the Living Word Rainforest. 
The kids did of course love play time outside. And 
we are so thankful that the weather was beautiful. 

THE SUPERMAN PRAYER was 
sung by each group before snack 
time every day. 
 

THE GRAND FINALE on Friday 
was the annual water balloon fight. 
The kids loved bombing the 
volunteers and even Mrs. Diana. 
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VBS 2026 was this week. Diana had her hands full as you can see from the pictures. We had about 42 kids for VBS, and all 
of her faithful volunteers showed up once again to keep the chaos under control. The kids had a blast reconnecting with all of 
their friends from past VBS years and/or preschool. It is such a joy to see them having good wholesome fun at church. And 
the wonderful volunteers who did not want to participate in the water balloon fight had return the Living Word Rainforest back 
to Living Word Lutheran Church. We appreciate all of the help all of our volunteers gave all week long. 

THANK YOU to Neal and Ed who had removed the jungle from the playground, the kids appreciated playing in there 
everyday this week. 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

THANK YOU LETTER was received this week from Walther Christian Academy. It reads, “Dear Friends, Thank you for your 
recent donation of $100.00 in memory of Barbara Erjavec for the Karen Erjavec Memorial Fund. Your gift will enhance 
Walther Christian Academy’s mission to nurture and prepare learners to fulfill their unique God-given potential through 
academic excellence, spiritual growth, and service, leadership and enrichment opportunities. We appreciate you selecting 
Walther for this memorial gift.”  It is signed “In Christ, Bill Koehne ’87, Director of Advancement, Walther Christian Academy” 
Also included in the letter was a personalized acknowledgement. It reads, “What a wonderful way to honor Barbara. This gift 
will impact lives through the Karen Erjavec Scholarship for many years to come. Thank You.” Signed “Bill Koehne”. The full 
letter can be found on the bulletin board in the fellowship hall. 

COUNCIL MEETING was this past Thursday afternoon. Among the topics of discussion were the financial updates, preschool 
updates including other topics. 

PHIL’S FRIENDS is the Mission of the Month for July. The VBS kids help pack Care Boxes for the cancer patients We are 
still collecting monetary donations and if you still want to donate items, this is the last Sunday for that. Diana will bring 
whatever items that come in on Sunday to their Hope Center in Kankakee.  

AUGUST MISSION OF THE MONTH will be Lutheran Scholarship Granting Organization. They are based out of Fort Wayne, 
IN and they help provide grants to families that would like to send their children to Christian schools. They also provide 
funding for Christian school programs. 
PRAYERS for Eleanor Galik. Since she is starting to recover from her partial hip replacement surgery recently. She just moved 
back out of Smith Crossing this past Friday and she is now at Discovery on 159th Street. Eleanor is in Room #304. She hopes 
to be there for a week when she can go back to Eileen’s house. Please join me in keeping her in your prayers as she adjusts to 
the moves and for continued improvements for her health and for her to regain her strength. God’s blessings and guidance for  
you Eleanor, we miss you and love you. 

A LIFE BEYOND AMAZING is the current Bible study that started a couple of weeks ago. David 
Jeremiah is the author of both books. Captured by Grace teaches us that most Christians know that 
they are saved by grace, but some of us don’t realize that we live by grace everyday. The lessons in 
the book will show us how we can apply the principles of God’s grace to our lives. Please let Neal 
know if you are interested in joining either of this study, so he can order enough books for everyone. A 
Life Beyond Amazing shows us how we can be the person God has intended us to be. There is a 
better to way to experience life for all of us. It uncovers God’s strategy for and challenges us to make 
nine important decisions that will transform our lives.  
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More Pics 

 


