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"Jesus Is The Source Of Enlightenment”
First and most importantly, Jesus brought the light of salvation to all mankind. But one of the
enduring benefits of His kingdom is His impact on learning and education.

The word university began with those who believed that God created the universe; therefore, His
ways must be studied and known. Martin Luther highlighted from the New Testament the
priesthood of all believers. In the process, he changed education because he taught that every
person needs to be capable of reading and writing so they can study the Scriptures for
themselves. This ushered in a goal of worldwide literacy for everyone in a society.

In America, the first law to call for mass universal education was announced in Massachusetts in
1647. It was named, believe it or not, ‘The Old Deluder Satan Act.’ Its wording goes: “It being one
chief product of that Old Deluder Satan, to keep men from the knowledge of the Scriptures...and
to the end that learning may not be buried in the graves of our forefathers.” This is a lovely idea
that everybody should learn: That ignorance is the devil's tool and that God is the God of truth.

In nation after nation, Christian missionaries discovered languages that had not been written. So
in acts of extraordinary sacrifice, they dedicated their lives to the chore. They assembled the first
dictionaries. They penned the first grammars. They formed the first alphabets. And the first
significant proper name written in numerous languages was the name Jesus.

PRAYER: Heavenly Father, keep me daily to read and study YOUR WORD so that | can
stay connected to truth and not be led away by false beliefs. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

John Ortberg writes: “In 1780, a Jesus-follower in Great Britain named Robert Raikes could not
stand the cycle of poverty and ignorance that was destroying little children, a whole generation.
He said, ‘The world marches forward on the feet of little children.” So he took children who had to
work six days a week in filth. Sunday was their free day. He said, ‘I'm going to start a school for
free to teach them to read and write and learn about God.” He did, and he called it Sunday
school.

“Within 50 years, there were 1.5 million children being taught by 160,000 volunteer teachers who
had a vision for the education of a generation. Sunday school was not a privatized, optional
program for church kids. It was one of the great educational volunteer triumphs of the world.

“The alphabet of the Slavic peoples is called Cyrillic. It was named for Saint Cyril, who was a
missionary to the Slavs and discovered they had no written alphabet. Thus, he created one for
them so they would be able to read about Jesus in their own language.

“A Methodist missionary, Frank Laubach, cited an extraordinary encounter with God about a
century ago that put him on a mission to lift the world out of ignorance. He began a worldwide
literacy movement. The phrase ‘Each one teach one’ flows out of the extraordinary life of this
man. He traveled to more than 100 countries and led to the development of primers in 313
languages. He became known as ‘the apostle to the illiterates.”

PRAYER: Heavenly Father, as children, we’re VERY important to You. Help me to support
and invest in the Christian Education of children. In Jesus’ name, Amen.
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This Week at Living Word
Sunday Monday | Tuesday | Wednesday | Thursday | Friday | Saturday

5 6 7 8 9 10 11
9:00am Adult 10:00am Push
Bible Study Prayer
10:00am
Worship
Traditional
Communion
Hymnal Service

July Celebrations Stewardship Snapshot

June 28th
31 Worshipped

909 .
vy b 8 Watched Onl
@W 39 Toe:a(I) V?/orsl?ipl)r;d

of the . .
Financial Support
July 5 Elaine Lee $755.00 General Fund Offering
July 7 John Paul Lange 83.00 Mission of the Month Offering

$838.00 Total General Fund Deposit

July 9 Jesse Meier

Devotional Time

Opportunities to Connect with God
RADIO & TV OPPORTUNITIES

e Worship Anew—38:00 a.m. Sunday - Comcast channel 184 (TLN) & 8 (SD) , WPWR channel 50, AT&T U-verse channel 1008 (HD) & 8
(SD), Dish Network # 8495; 10:30 a.m. Sunday - DIRECTV channel 377 (TCT)

e The Lutheran Hour 10 a.m.and 6 p.m. Sundays on 1230 AM; and 9:30 a.m. Sundays on 1580 AM

PUSH PRAYER meets every Tuesday at 10:00 a.m. to pray for our church, community and world. We welcome requests (call
708-403-9673) or visit our website to send in your prayer request, or join us for 30-40 minutes each week. We are always looking
for people to join us in prayer to our Lord.

DEVOTIONAL OF THE WEEK 15 The Spirit you received does not make you slaves, so that you live in fear again; rather, the
Spirit you received brought about your adoption to sonship. And by him we cry, “Abba, Father.” Romans 8:15

O Holy Spirit, who delves into all things, even the deep things of God and the deep things of man, we ask you to penetrate the
springs of personality of all who are sick in mind, to bring them cleansing, healing, and unity. Sanctify all memory, dispel all

fear, bring them to love you with all their mind and will, that they may be made whole and glorify you forever. Give special skills
and tender hearts to all who care for them, and show them how best to assist in your work of healing and wholeness through
Jesus Christ our Lord.

VERSE OF THE MONTH +to judge everyone, and to convict all of them of all the ungodly acts they have committed in their
ungodliness, and of all the defiant words ungodly sinners have spoken against him."= «These people are grumblers and
faultfinders; they follow their own evil desires; they boast about themselves and flatter others for their own advantage. vBut, dear
friends, remember what the apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ foretold. «=They said to you, “In the last times there will be scoffers
who will follow their own ungodly desires.” #These are the people who divide you, who follow mere natural instincts and do not
have the Spirit. Jude 15-19

It’s a day to celebrate and to cheer,

the 4th of July is finally here! United

all we stand And protect forever our land!
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VBS 2026

JOINUS N'OIR VN IBS

July 20th-24ath Registration link
OSAN- NOON

AGES 3 TO 11
Registration reqquired
Register by June 15"

to get a shirt.

VBS 2026 is later this month already. Diana just finished up with preschool seems like and now she is getting everything
ready for VBS. Living Word will be in the middle of the Rain Forest next month, lol. She already has 56 kids signed up for it
and her high school volunteers are already letting her know that they will be here once again to help out. As the month of July
gets closer, she will have a supply list for the crafts and snacks that she needs for that week. Also, if you happen to have any
free time during the week in the mornings, we can always use extra help especially on the first day, checking the kids in,
collecting the registration fee and getting them in their perspective groups. So if you have about 30-40 minutes even to
spare, we would greatly appreciate whatever you can do for us. As always thank you so much for all of your support in this
great event.

Mission of the Month
July Mission of the Month

Our Mission : To provide

Christ-centered support
_philsfriends  and hope to those
affected by cancer.



Page 4

Living Word News

PRAYERS for Eleanor Galik. Her last set of X-rays this week showed that the hip was not healing properly and the head of the
femur was sliding off the neck and the rod that they put in was poking thru the bone which was causing so much pain. She
went back to Palos Hospital and had to have a partial hip replacement on Monday evening. Initially the surgery went very well,
she lost a lot blood, but after a transfusion and a day of recovery in ICU, she was doing much. She is still at the hospital for a
few days, her room number is 3623.

FINANCIAL SUPPORT During these very trying and difficult times, like all of us, the offerings for the church have also been
suffering and are below the projected budget. Please help us and come to worship so that we can have better attendance totals
and that we can reconnect with each other as we worship together. In doing so, we will be able to reach our goals in the
attendance achievements for the endowment fund. Thank you as always for keeping us moving forward in these times.
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preBaviD JEREMIAHE - DAVID JEREMIAH is the author of both books. Captured by Grace teaches us that most Christians
A ]_ I I: E know that they are saved by grace, but some of us don't realize that we live by grace everyday. The
lessons in the book will show us how we can apply the principles of God’s grace to our lives. Please
. let Neal know if you are interested in joining either of this study, so he can order enough books for
E LiU I‘E [l everyone. A Life Beyond Amazing shows us how we can be the person God has intended us to be.
P There is a better to way to experience life for all of us. It uncovers God’s strategy for and challenges
: A MAZ I N E—:@i us to make nine important decisions that will transform our lives.

A LIFE BEYOND AMAZING is the next Bible study which will be starting next week. David Jeremiah is the author of both
books. Captured by Grace teaches us that most Christians know that they are saved by grace, but some of us don't realize that
we live by grace everyday. The lessons in the book will show us how we can apply the principles of God’s grace to our lives.
Please let Neal know if you are interested in joining either of this study, so he can order enough books for everyone. A Life
Beyond Amazing shows us how we can be the person God has intended us to be. There is a better to way to experience life for
all of us. It uncovers God's strategy for and challenges us to make nine important decisions that will transform our lives.

BLANKETS FOR PHIL’S FRIENDS Here are the specific instructions for the blankets for Phil’s Friends. If you can buy the
fleece and do the cutting, the VBS kids and volunteers will do the tying on Thursday, July 23rd when Judy from Phil’'s Friends
will be here to show the kids how to decorate and color the care packages, and help them pack up the boxes.

1. Select fleece material for a two-sided blan-
ket. When selecting the material, choose

(U1 oui cur ol % one that is patterned and one that is a solid

coordinating color. Please purchase
enough fabric to make a blanket that
measures 40” x 50”.

2. Spread out the material on a flat surface

with the softer or more brightly colored
—— T—— sides facing out. Keep the fleece pieces
- ™ together and trim the edges, if needed, to
. - meet the size requirements.
L] -
Wi oul . s rou 3. Cut out a 4’x4” square of fabric out of each
. - corner. Make sure that you are cutting both

pieces of fleece at the same time. After the square corners are cut, start cutting strips along the sides of the blanket. Starting at
the corner, cut strips approximately 2/3 to 1” wide and 4” long. The strips don't have to be exactly uniform, but they should be
uniform, but they should also be approximately the same size. Again, do not tie the fringes, that will be done at VBS. If you read
this in enough time, there is a sale of the material at Hobby Lobby. The sale does end Saturday, July 4.



Independence Day Tribute

66

On this Independence Day, let's celebrate
not just the freedom we have,
but the courage and sacrifices that
made it possible. May we honor their
legacy by cherishing the liberty we enjoy
and working towards a brighter,
united future for alll.

29

Celebraling /ndependence
Day.: A 7ribute b




Page 6

7-5-2026 Message Outline

“Rich in Love”

“The Lord is gracious and compassionate,
slow to anger and rich in love.” Psalm 145:8

1) The Lord PARDONS THE PRISONER.

Rejoice greatly, Daughter Zion! Shout, Daughter Jerusalem! See, your king comes to you, righteous and
victorious, lowly and riding on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey. '°I will take away the chariots from
Ephraim and the warhorses from Jerusalem, and the battle bow will be broken. He will proclaim peace to the
nations. His rule will extend from sea to sea and from the River to the ends of the earth. ! As for you, because of
the blood of my covenant with you, I will free your prisoners from the waterless pit. 1> Return to your fortress, you
prisoners of hope; even now I announce that I will restore twice as much to you. Zechariah 9:9-12

2) The Lord RESCUES THE WRETCHED.

14 We know that the law is spiritual; but I am unspiritual, sold as a slave to sin. 13T do not understand what I do.
For what I want to do I do not do, but what I hate I do. '® And if I do what I do not want to do, I agree that the law
is good. 17 As it is, it is no longer I myself who do it, but it is sin living in me. ' For I know that good itself does not
dwell in me, that is, in my sinful nature. For I have the desire to do what is good, but I cannot carry it out. !° For I
do not do the good I want to do, but the evil I do not want to do—this I keep on doing. 2 Now if I do what I do not
want to do, it is no longer I who do it, but it is sin living in me that does it. 2! So I find this law at work: Although I
want to do good, evil is right there with me. 22 For in my inner being I delight in God’s law; 23 but I see another law
at work in me, waging war against the law of my mind and making me a prisoner of the law of sin at work within
me. 2 What a wretched man I am! Who will rescue me from this body that is subject to death? 25 Thanks be to God,
who delivers me through Jesus Christ our Lord! Romans 7:14-25a

3) The Lord WELCOMES THE WEARY.

25 At that time Jesus said, “I praise you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have hidden these things
from the wise and learned, and revealed them to little children. 2 Yes, Father, for this is what you were pleased to
do. 27“All things have been committed to me by my Father. No one knows the Son except the Father, and no one
knows the Father except the Son and those to whom the Son chooses to reveal him. 28 “Come to me, all you who are
weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. 2 Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and

humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 3 For my yoke is easy and my burden is light.”
Matthew 11:25-30
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