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"The Parable of the Sower"”

The Parable of the Sower is one of the most well-known teachings of Jesus Christ. This parable is
a foundational teaching on the Kingdom of God and the varied responses to the message of the
Gospel. It is often used to illustrate the different conditions of the human heart and the factors that
influence spiritual growth and fruitfulness.

Context and Setting

The parable is set in an agrarian context familiar to Jesus' audience. Jesus often used parables—
simple accounts with profound spiritual truths—to convey His teachings. In this instance, He
speaks to a large crowd gathered by the Sea of Galilee, using the natural setting to enhance His
message. The imagery of a sower scattering seed would have been easily understood by those
accustomed to farming and the cycles of planting and harvest.

The Parable

In the parable, a sower goes out to sow seed, which falls on four different types of ground:

1. The Path: Some seed falls along the path and is quickly eaten by birds. This represents those
who hear the word of the Kingdom but do not understand it. The evil one comes and snatches
away what was sown in their hearts (Matthew 13:19).

2. Rocky Ground: Other seed falls on rocky ground, where it quickly sprouts but withers under the
sun due to a lack of root. This symbolizes those who receive the word with joy but fall away when
trouble or persecution arises because of the word (Matthew 13:20-21).

3. Among Thorns: Some seed falls among thorns, which grow up and choke the plants. This
depicts those who hear the word, but the worries of this life and the deceitfulness of wealth choke
it, making it unfruitful (Matthew 13:22).

4. Good Soil: Finally, some seed falls on good soil, producing a crop—yielding a hundred, sixty, or
thirty times what was sown. This represents those who hear the word, understand it, and produce
a fruitful harvest (Matthew 13:23).

Interpretation and Significance

The Parable of the Sower is a profound teaching on the receptivity of the human heart to the
Gospel. Jesus explains that the seed is the word of God, and the different types of soil represent
the varied responses of individuals. The parable emphasizes the importance of understanding and
accepting the word, as well as the obstacles that can hinder spiritual growth.

- The Path: Represents a hardened heart, where the word cannot penetrate due to lack of under-
standing and openness. Spiritual blindness, the influence of Satan stops the seed from taking root.
- Rocky Ground: lllustrates a shallow heart, where initial enthusiasm for the Gospel is not
sustained due to a lack of depth and perseverance. Trials and persecution reveal the superficial
nature of this response.

- Among Thorns: Depicts a divided heart, where worldly concerns and the pursuit of wealth
overshadow spiritual priorities. The word is choked, preventing it from bearing fruit.

- Good Soil: Symbolizes a receptive and obedient heart, where the word is understood, accepted,
and allowed to flourish. This results in a fruitful life, characterized by spiritual growth and multipli-
cation. The parable underscores the sovereignty of God in the dissemination of His word and the
responsibility of individuals to respond appropriately. It highlights the mystery of the Kingdom of
God, where the same message can yield vastly different results based on the condition of the
heart. The parable also serves as a call to self-examination, encouraging believers to cultivate a
heart that is receptive to God's word and committed to bearing fruit for His Kingdom. The Parable
of the Sower remains a timeless teaching, offering insight into the dynamics of faith and the
transformative power of the Gospel. It challenges believers to assess their own spiritual condition
and to strive for a heart that is fertile ground for the word of God.
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This Week at Living Word

Sunday Monday | Tuesday | Wednesday | Thursday | Friday | Saturday

12 13 14 15 16 17 11
9:00am Adult 10:00am Push
Bible Study Prayer
10:00am
Blended
Worship
Service

July Celebrations Stewardship Snapshot

July 5th

Qo9 22 Worshipped, 21 Communed
7)Y % 7 Watched Online
Birthdays -
of ¢ ﬁym — 29 Total Worshipped
- Financial Support

July 17 Jim McKinney $3,035.00 General Fund Offering

Devotional Time
Opportunities to Connect with God

RADIO & TV OPPORTUNITIES

e Worship Anew—38:00 a.m. Sunday - Comcast channel 184 (TLN) & 8 (SD) , WPWR channel 50, AT&T U-verse channel 1008 (HD) & 8
(SD), Dish Network # 8495; 10:30 a.m. Sunday - DIRECTV channel 377 (TCT)

e The Lutheran Hour 10 a.m.and 6 p.m. Sundays on 1230 AM; and 9:30 a.m. Sundays on 1580 AM

PUSH PRAYER meets every Tuesday at 10:00 a.m. to pray for our church, community and world. We welcome requests (call
708-403-9673) or visit our website to send in your prayer request, or join us for 30-40 minutes each week. We are always looking
for people to join us in prayer to our Lord.

DEVOTIONAL OF THE. WEEK 2! So | find this law at work: Although | want to do good, evil is right there with me. 22 For in my
inner being | delight in God’s law; 23 but | see another law at work in me, waging war against the law of my mind and making me
a prisoner of the law of sin at work within me. ¢ What a wretched man | am! Who will rescue me from this body that is subject to
death? 25 Thanks be to God! Romans 7:21-25a

O God, early in the morning | cry to you. Help me to pray and to concentrate my thoughts on you; | cannot do this alone. In me
there is darkness, but with you there is light; I am lonely, but you do not leave me; | am feeble in heart, but with you there is help;
| am restless, but with you there is peace. In me there is bitterness, but with you there is patience; | do not understand your
ways, but you know the way for me.... Restore me to liberty, and enable me to live now that | may answer before you and before
men. Lord, whatever this day may bring, Your name be praised. Amen!

VERSE OF THE MONTH +to judge everyone, and to convict all of them of all the ungodly acts they have committed in their
ungodliness, and of all the defiant words ungodly sinners have spoken against him."= «These people are grumblers and
faultfinders; they follow their own evil desires; they boast about themselves and flatter others for their own advantage. vBut, dear
friends, remember what the apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ foretold. «=They said to you, “In the last times there will be scoffers
who will follow their own ungodly desires.” »These are the people who divide you, who follow mere natural instincts and do not
have the Spirit. Jude 15-19

The Seed is the Word of God
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VBS 2026

JOINUS I'OIR\NIBS

July 20th-24ath Registration link
OSAN- NOON

AGES 3 TO 11
Registration reqquired
Register by June 15"

to get a shirt.

VBS 2026 is later this month already. Diana just finished up with preschool seems like and now she is getting everything
ready for VBS. Living Word will be in the middle of the Rain Forest the week after next., lol. She has 54 kids signed up for it
and her high school volunteers has let her know that they will be here once again to help out. Now that it’s this close, she has
a supply list for the crafts and snacks that she needs for the week. Also, if you happen to have any free time during the week
in the mornings, we can always use extra help especially on the first day, checking the kids in, collecting the registration fee
and getting them in their perspective groups. So if you have about 30-40 minutes even to spare, we would greatly appreciate
whatever you can do for us. As always thank you so much for all of your support in this great event.

Living Word News

PRAYERS for Eleanor Galik. Since she is starting to recover from her partial hip replacement surgery last week, she is now
back at Smith Crossing Rehab Center. Her health has stabilized, but when she goes for physical therapy, she does get very
tired and weak.

FINANCIAL SUPPORT During these very trying and difficult times, like all of us, the offerings for the church have also been
suffering and are below the projected budget. Please help us and come to worship so that we can have better attendance totals
and that we can reconnect with each other as we worship together. In doing so, we will be able to reach our goals in the
attendance achievements for the endowment fund. Thank you as always for keeping us moving forward in these times.

"owipavie jeresint A LIFE BEYOND AMAZING is the next Bible study which will be starting next week. David Jeremiah
A l I F E is the author of both books. Captured by Grace teaches us that most Christians know that they are
saved by grace, but some of us don’t realize that we live by grace everyday. The lessons in the book
_ will show us how we can apply the principles of God’s grace to our lives. Please let Neal know if you
B E iV H n are interested in joining either of this study, so he can order enough books for everyone. A Life
Shammsa v et vy Beyond Amazing shows us how we can be the person God has intended us to be. There is a better to
= . way to experience life for all of us. It uncovers God’s strategy for and challenges us to make nine
EAMAZ I " @ important decisions that will transform our lives.

PRESCHOOL TOUR was given to a mom who has a 4-year-old daughter on Thursday afternoon. Even though she was
originally wanting full days, she still registered her daughter for preschool, so hopefully that will make five students to start the
school year with the sixth student starting in October when he turns 3. We are also hoping that we might get some from VBS
that will be starting in one week.
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Mission of the Month
July Mission of the Month

Our Mission : To provide

Christ-centered support
_Phil'sfriends  gnd hope to those
affected by cancer.

BLANKETS FOR PHIL’S FRIENDS Here are the specific instructions for the blankets for Phil’'s Friends. If you can
buy the fleece and do the cutting, the VBS kids and volunteers will do the tying on Thursday, July 23rd when Judy
from Phil's Friends will be here to show the kids how to decorate and color the care packages, and help them pack up
the boxes.

1. Select fleece material for a two-sided blanket. When selecting the material, choose one that is patterned and
one that is a solid coordinating color. Please purchase enough fabric to make a blanket that measures 40’ x 50”.

2. Spread out the material on a flat surface with the softer or more brightly colored sides facing out. Keep the fleece
pieces together and trim the edges, if needed, to meet the size requirements.
3. Cutout a 4’x4” square of fabric out of each corner. Make sure that you are cutting both pieces of fleece at the
same time. After the square corners are cut, start cutting strips along the sides of the blanket. Starting at the corner,
cut strips approximately 2/3 to 1” wide and 4” long. The strips don’t have to be exactly uniform, but they should be
uniform, but they should also be approximately the same size. Again, do not tie the fringes, that will be done at VBS.

CARE PACKAGE NEEDED ITEMS

Friends had created recently on their
website. Among the fleece blankets
being their biggest need, they also
need fuzzy socks, knit hats, playing
cards, journals, puzzle books and

personal hygiene items. We will have &
boxes out for VBS for the kids to fill

throughout the week. Also, please

see an actual example of the fleece LN AU
sets that they need for VBS.

]
Please see the posting that Phil's CUT U1 .
]
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CARE PACKAGE NEEDS

BLANKETS* (BIGGEST NEED) JournaLs  [OTIONS
: ragrance= '

Throw blankets, PLAYING sy Sz, ||
crocheted, store ads CARDS 4.4/ ' or smaller i
bought, plush S gs;ﬁﬂno ——
gmksor ——
i PU HATS TOOTHPASTE
tied iy Knitted heted

nitceaq, crocnete

or store bought r

FUZZY SOCKS o

Womens only

TOOTHBRUSH
Single pack
GIFT g, N

philsfriends.org/give
DROP OFF LOCATIONS

Crown Point, IN Addison, IL Kankakee, IL Wheaton, IL
1249 Arrowhead Ct. 1150 N. Swift Rd. Unit D 240 S. Dearborn Ave, 213 W. Wesley St.
Crown Point, IN 46307 Addison, IL 60101 Kankakee, IL 60901 Wheaton, IL 60187

Please note: all items need to be new and unused because our friends with cancer have compromised immune systems.
* Gift Cards are used to purchase needed items. We do not put them in the care packages
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7-12-2026 Message Outline

“To Provide the People”
“You care for the land and water it; you enrich it abundantly.
The streams of God are filled with water
to provide the people with grain,
for so you have ordained it.”
Psalm 65

1) God’s SEED provides for the people.

10 A5 the rain and the snow come down from heaven, and do not return to it without watering the earth and making
it bud and flourish, so that it yields seed for the sower and bread for the eater, ! so is my word that goes out from
my mouth: It will not return to me empty, but will accomplish what I desire and achieve the purpose for which I
sent it. 12 You will go out in joy and be led forth in peace; the mountains and hills will burst into song before you,
and all the trees of the field will clap their hands. '3 Instead of the thornbush will grow the juniper, and instead of
briers the myrtle will grow. This will be for the LORD’s renown, for an everlasting sign, that will endure forever.”

Isaiah 55:10-13

2) God'’s SPIRIT provides for the people.

12 Therefore, brothers and sisters, we have an obligation—but it is not to the flesh, to live according to it. '3 For
if you live according to the flesh, you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to death the misdeeds of the body, you
will live. ¥ For those who are led by the Spirit of God are the children of God. !5 The Spirit you received does not
make you slaves, so that you live in fear again; rather, the Spirit you received brought about your adoption to
sonship. And by him we cry, “Abba, Father.” 16 The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we are God’s children.
1"Now if we are children, then we are heirs—heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ, if indeed we share in his
sufferings in order that we may also share in his glory. Romans 8:12-17

3) God’s SOWER provides for the people.

That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat by the lake. 2 Such large crowds gathered around him that he
got into a boat and sat in it, while all the people stood on the shore. 3 Then he told them many things in parables,
saying: “A farmer went out to sow his seed. 4 As he was scattering the seed, some fell along the path, and the birds
came and ate it up. 3 Some fell on rocky places, where it did not have much soil. It sprang up quickly, because the
soil was shallow. ® But when the sun came up, the plants were scorched, and they withered because they had no root.
7 Other seed fell among thorns, which grew up and choked the plants. 8 Still other seed fell on good soil, where it
produced a crop—a hundred, sixty or thirty times what was sown. * Whoever has ears, let them hear.” ...18 “Listen
then to what the parable of the sower means: ! When anyone hears the message about the kingdom and does not
understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what was sown in their heart. This is the seed sown along the
path. 2 The seed falling on rocky ground refers to someone who hears the word and at once receives it with joy.
21 Byt since they have no root, they last only a short time. When trouble or persecution comes because of the word,
they quickly fall away. 22 The seed falling among the thorns refers to someone who hears the word, but the worries
of this life and the deceitfulness of wealth choke the word, making it unfruitful. 23 But the seed falling on good soil
refers to someone who hears the word and understands it. This is the one who produces a crop, yielding a hundred,
sixty or thirty times what was sown.” Matthew 13:1-9 & 18-23

SOC'S WORD ALWAYS MAKES
WHAT IT SaY6. THAT'S WHY GOT
LIKE THE FRArL: BRT CAN'T LIE. WHATEVER IS NO TAKE
=
RAINZ SPOKEN, IS/ EA CKSIES!? NOT EVER.
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