‘Do you want us to go and pull them up?’ ?° “‘No,” he answered,
‘because while you are pulling the weeds, you may uproot the wheat
with them. 3¢ Let both grow together until the harvest. At that time I will
tell the harvesters: First collect the weeds and tie them in bundles to be
burned; then gather the wheat and bring it into my barn.’” ... 3¢ Then he
left the crowd and went into the house. His disciples came to him and
said, “Explain to us the parable of the weeds in the field.” 3" He
answered, “The one who sowed the good seed is the Son of Man. 3 The
field is the world, and the good seed stands for the people of the
kingdom. The weeds are the people of the evil one, 3° and the enemy who
sows them is the devil. The harvestis the end of the age, and the
harvesters are angels. ** “As the weeds are pulled up and burned in the
fire, so it will be at the end of the age. *! The Son of Man will send out
his angels, and they will weed out of his kingdom everything that causes
sin and all who do evil. #? They will throw them into the blazing furnace,
where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. ** Then the righteous
will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. Whoever has ears,
let them hear.
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WELCOME TO LIVING WORD!
Greeting & Opening Prayer

“I Am the Vine”
“Beautiful Savior”
Our Mission Statement

Praise Songs

Statement of Purpose
Invocation

Confession & Forgiveness
Affirmation of Faith

On screen or LSB p. 184 & 185
Apostles’ Creed

Today’s Psalm: Psalm 119:57-64 Read Responsively

Elder: You are my portion, LORD; I have promised to obey
Your words.

People: I have sought Your face with all my heart; be gracious
to me according to Your promise.

Elder: I have considered my ways and have turned my steps to
Your statutes.

People: I will hasten and not delay to obey Your commands.

Elder: Though the wicked bind me with ropes, I will not
forget Your law.

People: At midnight I rise to give You thanks for Your
righteous laws.

Elder: I am a friend to all who fear You, to all who follow
Your precepts.

People: The earth is filled with Your love, LORD; teach me

Your decrees.

Scripture Readings Facing page
“In the Garden”

“Gardening with Jesus and Bill”

Message Song

Message: Elder Bill Merchantz
Prayers of God’s People & Lord’s Prayer
Benediction

Closing Song “Bring Forth the Kingdom”

Old Testament Reading Isaiah 44:6-8
6 “This is what the LORD says— Israel’s King and Redeemer, the LORD
Almighty: I am the first and I am the last; apart from me there is no
God.” Who then is like me? Let him proclaim it. Let him declare and lay
out before me what has happened since I established my ancient
people, and what is yet to come— yes, let them foretell what will come.
8 Do not tremble, do not be afraid. Did I not proclaim this and foretell
it long ago? You are my witnesses. Is there any God besides me? No,
there is no other Rock; I know not one.”

Epistle Reading Romans 8:18-27
18 [ consider that our present sufferings are not worth comparing with
the glory that will be revealed in us. ' For the creation waits in eager
expectation for the children of God to be revealed. ?’ For the creation
was subjected to frustration, not by its own choice, but by the will of the
one who subjected it in hope?! that'™ the creation itself will be
liberated from its bondage to decay and brought into the freedom and
glory of the children of God. > We know that the whole creation has
been groaning as in the pains of childbirth right up to the present
time. #* Not only so, but we ourselves, who have the first fruits of the
Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for our adoption to sonship,
the redemption of our bodies. ?* For in this hope we were saved. But
hope that is seen is no hope at all. Who hopes for what they already
have? % But if we hope for what we do not yet have, we wait for it
patiently. 2% In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness. We do
not know what we ought to pray for, but the Spirit himself intercedes for
us through wordless groans. ?” And he who searches our hearts knows
the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for God’s people in
accordance with the will of God.

Gospel Reading Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43
24 Jesus told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a
man who sowed good seed in his field. % But while everyone was
sleeping, his enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and went
away. * When the wheat sprouted and formed heads, then the weeds
also appeared. 7 “The owner’s servants came to him and said, ‘Sir,
didn’t you sow good seed in your field? Where then did the weeds come
from?’ 28 “‘An enemy did this,” he replied. “The servants asked him,



