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    PRAYER CHAIN         

     REQUESTS 
       Please call the office 

     for immediate prayers 

Living in the Word...that the 
Word may live in others. 

Living Word 
Lutheran Church 

16301 South Wolf Road 
Orland Park, IL  60467 

      
livingwordorland.org 

intouchlwlc@yahoo.com 
       

CHURCH OFFICE 
HOURS 

Mon - Fri  9 am - 2 pm 
       

SUNDAY SCHEDULE 
  9:00 am   Adult study 
  10:00 am  Worship 

 

What’s stopping you from having a regular quiet time with God? Maybe the very thought feels 
filled with “should” and “ought to’s;” like another item to add to the unending checklist of your 
life. So, you think, “Maybe later, when life slows down.” We need to shed the myths and 
impractical expectations the enemy uses to prevent us from experiencing the joy of knowing 
Jesus and being known by Him. David wrote: “The one thing I ask of the LORD – the thing I 
seek most – is to live in the house of the LORD all the days of my life, delighting in the LORD’s 
perfections and meditating in His Temple. For He will conceal me there when troubles come; 
He will hide me in His sanctuary. He will place me out of reach on a high rock. Then I will hold 
my head high above my enemies who surround me…My heart has heard You say, ‘Come and 
talk with Me.’ And my heart responds, ‘LORD, I am coming”’. When David wrote those words, 
there was no Temple or “house of the Lord.” So, what did he mean? That God is as close to 
you as a prayer; that you can seek the Lord, delight in the Lord, meditate on the Lord, and talk 
with the Lord anywhere and anytime. The words “You’re my place of quiet retreat” mean that 
you can withdraw from people, pressures, and problems and draw fresh strength from the Lord 
by communing with Him in your heart and mind. It can happen anywhere and anytime. One of 
Satan’s most successful strategies for keeping us away from our quiet time with God is remind-
ing us of our sins and shortcomings. That’s a lie; don’t believe it. In the Old Testament, the 
High Priest went into the Holiest of Holies to atone for the sins of the people. When he came 
back out, the people rejoiced, knowing that they were fully accepted by God. With that in mind, 
read this Scripture: “[Jesus] understands our weaknesses, for He faced all of the same testings 
we do, yet He did not sin. So let us come boldly to the throne of our gracious God. There, we 
will receive His mercy, and we will find grace to help us when we need it most”.  

Another lie that Satan will tell you to keep you away from your quiet time is that the greatest 
saints in history spent hours each day praying and studying the Scriptures. That’s true, and 
one day you may become like them. Meanwhile, what should you do? Start small but begin!  

Spiritual hunger is the opposite of natural hunger: “When you’re hungry in the natural, you 
eat and are satisfied. But with spiritual hunger, it isn’t until you begin eating that you discover 
how hungry you really are!” So when you fail to keep your quiet time with God, you shouldn’t 
feel guilty; you should feel hungry. When you “taste and see that the Lord is good” (Psalm 
34:8), you will want more and more time with Jesus – which is wonderful because He longs for 
time with you. When everything in the psalmist’s life began falling apart, he prayed, “Put me 
together again with Your Word.” That’s what your quiet time with God does. So, why don’t we 
have a consistent quiet time with God? Two reasons: 

1) We think our quiet time must be a long time. Start small. Reserve five minutes to open 
your Bible and meditate on a brief portion of Scripture. Chat with God about it. Tell your needs 
to Him and ask the Holy Spirit to guide you through the whole day. Good news! You have just 
experienced a quiet time! So, tomorrow, repeat it. As your spiritual appetite grows, you will find 
yourself putting aside more time – 10 minutes, then 20, and that time will keep on growing.  

2) We think our quiet time must be free of all noise! Instead, Jesus wants to connect with 
you there. Find creative ways to connect with the Lord all day long. Listen to worship music 
while you clean and sing along. Pray in the Spirit. Learn memory verses. “Whatever you do, do 
it heartily, as to the Lord”. Listen to the Bible while you drive – excellent apps are available. 
Pray while exercising – develop your faith muscle! Go with God for coffee – do your Bible study 
at a café. Go for a walk with Jesus – pray for others, and praise God for the out-door beauty 
He created. Welcome Him into your routines, and the mundane will turn into holy moments. 
Give the Holy Spirit your consent to interrupt, then do what He says. Do life with Jesus. 
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Stewardship Snapshot 
                 August 9th 

            20 Worshipped 
                                      9 Watched Online                   
           29 Total Worshipped                          
 

             Financial Support                                              
      $415.00 Total General Fund Deposit 
     

Devotional Time 
Opportunities to Connect with God 
RADIO & TV OPPORTUNITIES 
 Worship Anew—8:00 a.m. Sunday - Comcast channel 184 (TLN) & 8 (SD) , WPWR channel 50, AT&T U-verse channel 1008  (HD) 

& 8 (SD), Dish Network # 8495;  10:30 a.m. Sunday - DIRECTV channel 377 (TCT) 

 The Lutheran Hour    10 a.m. and 6 p.m.   Sundays on 1230 AM; and 9:30 a.m. Sundays on 1580 AM 

PUSH PRAYER meets every Tuesday at 10:00 a.m. to pray for our church, community and world.  We welcome requests 
(call 708-403-9673) or visit our website to send in your prayer request, or join us for 30-40 minutes each week. We are always 
looking for people to join us in prayer to our Lord.  
DEVOTIONAL OF THE. WEEK 28 “Lord, if it’s you,” Peter replied, “tell me to come to you on the water.” 29 “Come,” he said. 
Then Peter got down out of the boat, walked on the water and came toward Jesus. 30 But when he saw the wind, he was 
afraid and, beginning to sink, cried out, “Lord, save me!” 31 Immediately Jesus reached out his hand and caught him. “You of 
little faith,” he said, “why did you doubt?” Matthew 14:28-31   Behold, Lord, an empty vessel that needs to be filled. My Lord, 
fill it. I am weak in the faith; strengthen me. I am cold in love; warm me and make me fervent, that my love may go out to my 
neighbor. I do not have a strong and firm faith; at times I doubt and am unable to trust you altogether. O Lord, help 
me. Strengthen my faith and trust in you. In you I have sealed the treasure of all I have. I am poor; you are rich and came to 
be merciful to the poor. I am a sinner; you are upright. With me, there is an abundance of sin; in you is the fullness of 
righteousness. Therefore I will remain with you, of whom I can receive, but to whom I may not give. Amen. 
VERSE OF THE MONTH Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off everything 
that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles. And let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us, 2 fixing our 
eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of faith. For the joy set before him he endured the cross, scorning its shame, and 
sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.  Hebrews 12:1-2 

August Celebrations 
                                                                                                                             

 
 
 Aug 19    Kurt Meier 
 Aug 21    Freddy Merchantz 
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 Aug 19     Sandy Boehm     
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PRAYER REQUEST for Eleanor Galik as she is recovering at home. She has been very determined to get stronger and better 
with every passing day. She has been doing physical therapy with Marilouise this past week. I received another update late last 
week, the pressure sores are healing now, which is very good news, and her blood pressure has stabilized and is in a good 
range, she is able to get in and out of the car independently, she’s had a lot practice with her appointments. Eleanor is more 
steady on the stairs, using her legs more and less with her arms pulling herself up, and she is walking for a longer length of 
time without stopping. Good job Eleanor, we are all so thankful for the progress and the updates. I am keeping her pictures in 
the newsletter till she gets strong and healthy enough to be able to come back to church in a couple of months, knowing her, 
maybe even a little sooner than that. We know you are very determined to get better, and we can’t wait to see you, we just 
don’t want you to overdo it. Take care of yourself and we will keep in touch with you on a regular basis. We all love you!! 

 
A LIFE BEYOND AMAZING is the current Bible study that started a couple of weeks ago. David 
Jeremiah is the author of both books. Captured by Grace teaches us that most Christians know 
that they are saved by grace, but some of us don’t realize that we live by grace everyday. The 
lessons in the book will show us how we can apply the principles of God’s grace to our lives. 
Please let Neal know if you are interested in joining either of this study, so he can order enough 
books for everyone. A Life Beyond Amazing shows us how we can be the person God has 
intended us to be. There is a better way to experience life for all of us. It uncovers God’s strategy 
for and challenges us to make nine important decisions that will transform our lives.  

Living Word News 

THANK YOU LEETTER was emailed to me this morning followed by a call from Lutheran Church Charities. It reads, 
“Dear Members of Living Word Lutheran Church, I am writing to say “thank you” for your April gift to Lutheran Church 
Charities Greatest Need Fund. God uses your gift to mitigate the effect the storms of life have on His people by 
making His love for people in Jesus real and touchable in miraculous ways.  Your support ensures Lutheran Church 
Charities will continue to be the hands and feet of Jesus.  THANK YOU!  Also, if you have a prayer request(s) for 
yourself or someone you know, please respond to this email, and I will gladly pray. I will pray that God will bless you, 
all your in-reach and outreach programs, and all you do and say as He uses you to be His shining lights in our world 
of darkness to increase the size of His Kingdom.” It’s signed, “God bless you richly and abundantly. Pastor Tom.”  I, 
of course requested a prayer for our church and congregation as we are still in the midst of the Call process. The 
email is posted on the bulletin board in the fellowship hall. 
COUNCIL MEETING is this Thursday at 7:00pm. Among the topics of discussion will be the financial updates, the 
Call committee updates, preschool updates, along with any current issues or concerns. If you have anything that you 
would like to have addressed, please see Diana, Ken, Bill or Neal. 
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Mission of the Month 
LUTHERAN SCHOLARSHIP GRANTING ORGANIZATION is the Mission of the Month for August. They are based out 
of Fort Wayne, IN and they help provide grants and scholarships to families that would like to send their children to 
Christian schools. They also provide funding for Christian school programs. 

ALMOST TIME FOR PRESCHOOL Now that VBS is over with, 
and summer is winding down, maybe, lol, it will be time for 
preschool. School will be starting on September 8th, but Open 
House will be on September 2nd so all of the kids can drop off 
their school supplies and find their desk and check out the class-
room. We will have 3 returning students and 4 new ones. We are 
hoping that history repeats itself and she will gain a couple of 
extra students throughout the year. Since the class is bigger 
than usual to start off, she has been busy creating a wish list for 
the classroom. You can scan the QR Code to the left, one of 
Neal’s favorite symbols, lol or view the items on the following 
page for what is needed. Of course, I can always email you the 
link as well. As stated before, this isn’t mandatory, its just 
something to help offset the costs for our preschool and the 
teacher too. Thank you to all who helped Diana out last year, it 
was very much appreciated. You can save any of your receipts 
and turn them into the office and I will include them on your tax 
statements. 

 

Preschool News 
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8-16-2026 Message Outline 
“So That Your Ways May Be Known” 

 

“May God be gracious to us, bless us and make his face shine on us 
so that your ways may be known on earth, 

your salvation among all nations.” 
Psalm 67:1-2 

1) “May we know Your way of JUSTICE.” 
     This is what the LORD says: “Maintain justice and do what is right, for my salvation is close at hand and my 
righteousness will soon be revealed. ... 6 And foreigners who bind themselves to the LORD to minister 
to him, to love the name of the LORD, and to be his servants, all who keep the Sabbath without desecrating it and 
who hold fast to my covenant— 7 these I will bring to my holy mountain and give them joy in my house of prayer. 
Their burnt offerings and sacrifices will be accepted on my altar; for my house will be called a house of prayer for 
all nations.” 8 The Sovereign LORD declares—he who gathers the exiles of Israel: “I will gather still others to 
them besides those already gathered.”                                                                 Isaiah 56:1, 6-8 
 
2) “May we know Your way of MERCY.” 
     I ask then: Did God reject his people? By no means! I am an Israelite myself, a descendant of Abraham, from 
the tribe of Benjamin. 2 God did not reject his people, whom he foreknew… 13 I am talking to you Gentiles. Inasmuch 
as I am the apostle to the Gentiles, I take pride in my ministry 14 in the hope that I may somehow arouse my own 
people to envy and save some of them. 15 For if their rejection brought reconciliation to the world, what will their 
acceptance be but life from the dead? 28 As far as the gospel is concerned, they are enemies for your sake; but as far 
as election is concerned, they are loved on account of the patriarchs, 29 for God’s gifts and his call are 
irrevocable. 30 Just as you who were at one time disobedient to God have now received mercy as a result of their 
disobedience, 31 so they too have now become disobedient in order that they too may now receive mercy as a result 
of God’s mercy to you. 32 For God has bound everyone over to disobedience so that he may have mercy on them 
all.           Romans 11:1-2a, 13-15, 28-32 
 
3) “May we know Your way of FAITH.” 
      21 Leaving that place, Jesus withdrew to the region of Tyre and Sidon. 22 A Canaanite woman from that vicinity 
came to him, crying out, “Lord, Son of David, have mercy on me! My daughter is demon-possessed and suffering 
terribly.” 23 Jesus did not answer a word. So his disciples came to him and urged him, “Send her away, for she keeps 
crying out after us.” 24 He answered, “I was sent only to the lost sheep of Israel.” 25 The woman came and knelt 
before him. “Lord, help me!” she said. 26 He replied, “It is not right to take the children’s bread and toss it to the 
dogs.” 27 “Yes it is, Lord,” she said. “Even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their master’s table.” 28 Then Jesus 
said to her, “Woman, you have great faith! Your request is granted.” And her daughter was healed at that moment.                         
                               Matthew 15:21-28 
 


