
 
 

 
 
 

IN TOUCH 
    with the ministry and people of Living Word  

1. God's Love Endures Forever 
Psalm 136 is a beautiful reminder that God's love is eternal. Each verse in this psalm ends with 
the phrase, "His loving devotion endures forever" (Psalm 136:1). This repetition emphasizes the 
unchanging and everlasting nature of God's love. No matter the circumstances, His love remains 
constant, providing a foundation of hope and assurance in our lives. 
2. Creation as a Testament to His Power 
The psalm begins by acknowledging God as the Creator of the universe. "He alone does great 
wonders" (Psalm 136:4). The vastness of the heavens and the earth is a testament to His power 
and creativity. Reflecting on creation can inspire awe and remind us of the greatness of God, 
encouraging us to trust in His ability to handle the challenges we face. 
3. Deliverance from Adversity 
Psalm 136 recounts the deliverance of Israel from Egypt, highlighting God's intervention in times 
of trouble. "He brought Israel out from among them" (Psalm 136:11). This serves as a reminder 
that God is our deliverer, capable of rescuing us from any adversity. When we face difficulties, 
we can rely on His strength and faithfulness to see us through. 
4. Guidance Through Life's Journey 
The psalm speaks of God leading His people through the wilderness. "He led His people through 
the wilderness". It shows God's guidance in our lives, even when the path is uncertain. Trusting 
in His direction ensures that we are never alone, as He walks with us every step of the way. 
5. Victory Over Challenges 
God's victories over powerful kings and nations are recounted in this psalm. "He struck down 
great kings" (Psalm 136:17). These victories remind us that no challenge is too great for God. 
With Him on our side, we can overcome obstacles and achieve victories in our own lives, knowing 
that His power is unmatched. 
6. Provision in Times of Need 
The psalm highlights God's provision for His people. "He gives food to every creature" (Psalm 
136:25). This assurance of provision encourages us to trust in God's ability to meet our needs. 
Whether physical, emotional, or spiritual, He is faithful to provide for us in every situation. 
7. Gratitude as a Response to His Goodness 
Throughout Psalm 136, the call to give thanks is repeated. "Give thanks to the LORD, for He is 
good". Gratitude is a natural response to God's goodness and faithfulness. Cultivating a heart of 
thankfulness helps us focus on His blessings and fosters a positive outlook on life. 
8. The Importance of Remembrance 
The psalm serves as a reminder to remember God's past deeds. "He remembered us in our low 
estate". Reflecting on His past faithfulness strengthens our faith and encourages us to trust Him 
with our future. Remembering His works helps us remain steadfast in our walk with Him. 
9. The Universality of His Mercy 
God's mercy is extended to all creation. "His loving devotion endures forever" (Psalm 136:26). 
This universality of His mercy reminds us that His love is not limited by boundaries or conditions. 
It is available to everyone, inviting us to share His love and mercy with others. 
10. Worship as a Lifestyle 
Psalm 136 is a call to worship, inviting us to praise God for His enduring love and mighty works. 
Worship is not just an activity but a lifestyle that acknowledges God's sovereignty and goodness. 
By incorporating worship into our daily lives, we align our hearts with His purposes and experience 
the fullness of His presence. 
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Stewardship Snapshot 
                 July 26th 

            22 Worshipped, 21 Communed 
                                      8 Watched Online                   
            30 Total Worshipped  
                                  
 

             Financial Support                                              
   $890.00 General Fund 
   $240.00 General Fund (Phil’s Friends) 
   $670.00 Designated Fund (VBS) 
$1,800.00 Total Deposit 
     

Devotional Time 
Opportunities to Connect with God 
RADIO & TV OPPORTUNITIES 
 Worship Anew—8:00 a.m. Sunday - Comcast channel 184 (TLN) & 8 (SD) , WPWR channel 50, AT&T U-verse channel 1008  (HD) 

& 8 (SD), Dish Network # 8495;  10:30 a.m. Sunday - DIRECTV channel 377 (TCT) 

 The Lutheran Hour    10 a.m. and 6 p.m.   Sundays on 1230 AM; and 9:30 a.m. Sundays on 1580 AM 

PUSH PRAYER meets every Tuesday at 10:00 a.m. to pray for our church, community and world.  We welcome requests 
(call 708-403-9673) or visit our website to send in your prayer request, or join us for 30-40 minutes each week. We are always 
looking for people to join us in prayer to our Lord.  
DEVOTIONAL OF THE. WEEK 14 For those who are led by the Spirit of God are the children of God. 15 The Spirit you received 
does not make you slaves, so that you live in fear again; rather, the Spirit you received brought about your adoption to 
sonship. And by him we cry, “Abba, Father.” 16 The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we are God’s children.  
 Romans 8:14-16    
Abba, Father, we praise You! Through Your boundless grace and mercy, we have been set free—free from the controlling 
power of sin, free from a way of life that leads only to death, free from hopelessness and fear. Not only that but, through Your 
Holy Spirit, we have been invited into Your family, adopted as Your own sons and daughters—children of God—and made 
heirs of Your glory. And so no matter what comes our way, we live in confidence and hope, eagerly anticipating the day when 
all creation will be made new, and we will see You face to face. Abba, Father, we praise You! Amen. 
 

VERSE OF THE MONTH Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off everything 
that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles. And let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us, 2 fixing our 
eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of faith. For the joy set before him he endured the cross, scorning its shame, and 
sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.  Hebrews 12:1-2 

 

August Celebrations 
                                                                                                                             
  

 
        
 Aug 19     Sandy Boehm     
 Aug 31     Randy Hodo 
  

                                                                                                                             

 
 

 Aug 1     Donna Wasilkoff 
 Aug 6     Jim McKinney 
 Aug 9     Randy Hodo 
 Aug 9     Robert Hodo 
 Aug 19   Kurt Meier 
 Aug 21   Freddy Merchantz     
 Aug 31   Sandy Boehm    
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PRAYERS for Eleanor Galik. I received a very positive update from her daughter-in-law Marilouise earlier this week. Her doctor 
said that her X-rays looked good and that he was pleased with her walking. As of Monday, the doctor said that he plans on 
releasing her on Friday to go home to Eileen’s. As I was just typing this update, I received another one from Marilouise, Eleanor 
came home on Thursday. I have included the pictures that they sent to me. You look great Eleanor!! We are so thankful that 
our prayers were answered. We are very happy and grateful. Keep up the great work. Please continue to keep her in your 
prayers for continued strength and health.   

 
  

A LIFE BEYOND AMAZING is the current Bible study that started a couple of weeks ago. David 
Jeremiah is the author of both books. Captured by Grace teaches us that most Christians know 
that they are saved by grace, but some of us don’t realize that we live by grace everyday. The 
lessons in the book will show us how we can apply the principles of God’s grace to our lives. 
Please let Neal know if you are interested in joining either of this study, so he can order enough 
books for everyone. A Life Beyond Amazing shows us how we can be the person God has 
intended us to be. There is a better to way to experience life for all of us. It uncovers God’s 
strategy for and challenges us to make nine important decisions that will transform our lives.  

Living Word News 

A HUGE THANK YOU to Jim and Sandy Boehm for coming out in the heat on Monday morning to trim the low 
hanging branches of the tree in Linda’s garden. Thankfully they left before the horrible storms came through here. 
Unfortunately though, the storms wanted to take out some more of the branches to that tree. So a huge thank you to 
Jim McKinney who came out early before Push Prayer on Tuesday morning to take care of some of the damage to 
the tree and then came back on Thursday morning to do some more work to the branches that got hit by the storm.  

WE ARE ALSO GRATEFUL for our mowers all summer long. We know its not the easiest job, so we want to 
acknowledge Neal and Kristi Hartz, Ed Baids, and Pam and George Hostert who have been out there on a regular 
basis cutting the lawn, including Sandy and Jim Boehm who have also helped with that chore. This helps the church 
save a lot of money during the summer. So thank you for all that you do for our church. We truly appreciate all of 
your hard work and dedication and taking time out of your daily routines and schedules. 
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Mission of the Month 

LUTHERAN SCHOLARSHIP GRANTING ORGANIZATION is the Mission of the Month for August. They are based out 
of Fort Wayne, IN and they help provide grants and scholarships to families that would like to send their children to 
Christian schools. They also provide funding for Christian school programs. 

PHIL’S FRIENDS was our Mission of the Month for July. On Thursday during VBS, Steve from the organization came 
here to help the kids make 25 care packages/boxes for cancer patients, and the kids also colored 55 cards for them. 
They really like to color pictures and make cards for everyone. Each day of VBS, the kids and their families brought in 
their donations for Phil’s Friends, they filled up two giant totes of items for Phil’s Friends to inventory into their 
computers and then divide up all of the items into more care boxes for other patients. Every month Phil’s Friends sends 
out 9,000 cards to cancer patients. 

Preschool News 
ALMOST TIME FOR PRESCHOOL It hasn’t even been a full week since we had said good-bye to all the children that 
attended VBS, and Mrs. Diana was busy getting her preschool room back in order for the start of preschool and for 
anyone scheduling a tour. As it was announced last Sunday, during the announcements, we had a family that has a 4-
year-old son who was thinking of sending him to preschool 2 days a week. Well on Wednesday, mom registered him for 
3 days a week. He really got used to coming here everyday last week, but of course was very shy the first day, which 
lasted for about 5 or 10 minutes, lol. This will make 6 students to start in September with the 7 th student starting in 
October when he turns 3. 
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8-2-2026 Message Outline 
“His Love Endures Forever” 

“Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good. His love endures forever…” 
Psalm 136:1 

 
1) God’s love endures for all the NATIONS. 
      “Come, all you who are thirsty, come to the waters; and you who have no money, come, buy and eat! Come, 
buy wine and milk without money and without cost. 2 Why spend money on what is not bread, and your labor on 
what does not satisfy? Listen, listen to me, and eat what is good, and you will delight in the richest of fare. 3 Give 
ear and come to me; listen, that you may live. I will make an everlasting covenant with you, my faithful 
love promised to David. 4 See, I have made him a witness to the peoples, a ruler and commander of the peoples. 
5 Surely you will summon nations you know not, and nations you do not know will come running to you, because 
of the LORD your God, the Holy One of Israel, for he has endowed you with splendor.” 
                                                                                       Isaiah 55:1-5 

 
2) God’s love endures for all the JEWS. 
     I speak the truth in Christ—I am not lying, my conscience confirms it through the Holy Spirit— 2 I have great 
sorrow and unceasing anguish in my heart. 3 For I could wish that I myself were cursed and cut off from Christ for 
the sake of my people, those of my own race, 4 the people of Israel. Theirs is the adoption to sonship; theirs the 
divine glory, the covenants, the receiving of the law, the temple worship and the promises. 5 Theirs are the 
patriarchs, and from them is traced the human ancestry of the Messiah, who is God over all, forever praised! 
Amen.                                                                                      Romans 9:1-5 
 
3) God’s love endures for all the CROWD. 
     13 When Jesus heard what had happened, he withdrew by boat privately to a solitary place. Hearing of this, the 
crowds followed him on foot from the towns. 14 When Jesus landed and saw a large crowd, he had compassion on 
them and healed their sick. 15 As evening approached, the disciples came to him and said, “This is a remote place, 
and it’s already getting late. Send the crowds away, so they can go to the villages and buy themselves some food.” 
16 Jesus replied, “They do not need to go away. You give them something to eat.” 17 “We have here only five 
loaves of bread and two fish,” they answered. 18 “Bring them here to me,” he said. 19 And he directed the people to 
sit down on the grass. Taking the five loaves and the two fish and looking up to heaven, he gave thanks and broke 
the loaves. Then he gave them to the disciples, and the disciples gave them to the people. 20 They all ate and were 
satisfied, and the disciples picked up twelve basketfuls of broken pieces that were left over. 21 The number of those 
who ate was about five thousand men, besides women and children.                       Matthew 14:13-21 

 


