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    PRAYER CHAIN         

     REQUESTS 
       Please call the office 

     for immediate prayers 

Living in the Word...that the 
Word may live in others. 

Living Word 
Lutheran Church 

16301 South Wolf Road 
Orland Park, IL  60467 

      
livingwordorland.org 

intouchlwlc@yahoo.com 
       

CHURCH OFFICE 
HOURS 

Mon - Fri  9 am - 2 pm 
       

SUNDAY SCHEDULE 
  9:00 am   Adult study 
  10:00 am  Worship 

 

 Setting the Scene for Isaiah 51:1-6 
The scene takes place in the ancient city of Jerusalem, within the walls of the city. The setting 
is a bustling marketplace where people from all walks of life have gathered. The air is filled with 
the sounds of merchants haggling, animals braying, and the chatter of the crowd. The sun 
beats down on the dusty streets, casting long shadows as people go about their daily 
business. Among the crowd are a group of prophets and priests, including Isaiah, who have 
come together to deliver a message from the Lord to the people of Jerusalem. They stand in 
the midst of the marketplace, their voices rising above the noise as they call out to the people 
to listen to the word of the Lord. The prophets are dressed in simple robes, their faces earnest 
and filled with conviction as they speak. As the prophets speak, the people of Jerusalem begin 
to gather around them, drawn by the power and authority of their words. Some listen intently, 
their faces reflecting a mix of fear and awe, while others scoff and turn away, unwilling to heed 
the message being delivered. But the prophets continue to speak, their voices ringing out 
across the marketplace, proclaiming the faithfulness and righteousness of the Lord, and calling 
the people to repentance and renewal. 
What is Isaiah 51:1-6 about? 
Imagine a loving parent who promises to always take care of their child no matter what. God, in 
His infinite love and mercy, reassures us that He will provide for our every need, especially our 
greatest need for salvation. This verse is a beautiful reminder that we are not alone in our 
journey towards righteousness. We are called to put our trust in God, knowing that He is our 
ultimate source of salvation and righteousness. Have you ever felt overwhelmed by trying to do 
everything on your own? This verse invites us to pause and reflect on the incredible gift of 
God’s grace. Trusting in Him acknowledges that our efforts alone are not enough to attain 
salvation. It is through this trust and reliance on God that we find true peace and fulfillment. 
Knowing that He is faithful and true to His promises, let us lean on Him. 
Understanding what Isaiah 51:1-6 really means 
In Isaiah 51:1-6, we find a message of comfort and hope directed towards the people of Israel 
during their exile in Babylon. The passage begins with a call to those who pursue 
righteousness and seek the Lord, emphasizing the importance of actively seeking to live 
according to God’s will. This call resonates with the promise in Matthew 5:6 that those who 
hunger and thirst for righteousness will be satisfied by God. The metaphorical language in the 
verse, “Look to the rock from which you were cut and to the quarry from which you were hewn,” 
urges the Israelites to remember their spiritual heritage and draw strength from the faith of their 
ancestors, particularly Abraham and Sarah. This call to remember their origins is echoed 
in Genesis 12:1-3, where God promises to make Abraham a great nation, highlighting the roots 
of their faith and God’s faithfulness. The promise that the Lord will comfort Zion and look with 
compassion on all her ruins reassures the people of Israel that God has not forgotten them and 
will restore them. This promise of restoration and comfort reflects the ultimate vision in, where 
God will wipe away every tear and bring an end to suffering. The declaration that God’s 
salvation will last forever and His righteousness will never fail underscores the unchanging and 
reliable nature of God’s promises. Today, this passage remains relevant as it reminds us to 
trust in God’s steadfast promises, draw strength from our spiritual heritage, and find hope in 
God’s restorative power. In times of uncertainty and brokenness, reflecting on the faithfulness 
of God in the past can provide us with renewed strength and hope for the future. By actively 
pursuing righteousness, looking to the unchanging foundation of our faith, and trusting in God’s 
enduring salvation, we can find encouragement and guidance for our spiritual journeys. 
How can we trust in God’s salvation plan? 
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Church Contacts 
                 August 16th 

            22 Worshipped, 21 Communed 
                                      9 Watched Online                   
           31 Total Worshipped                          

             Financial Support                                               
      $795.00 General Fund 
      $160.00 Building Use (Gretel Hansen Voice School)   
      $955.00 Total General Fund Deposit 
  Devotional Time 

Opportunities to Connect with God 
RADIO & TV OPPORTUNITIES 
 Worship Anew—8:00 a.m. Sunday - Comcast channel 184 (TLN) & 8 (SD) , WPWR channel 50, AT&T U-verse channel 1008  (HD) 

& 8 (SD), Dish Network # 8495;  10:30 a.m. Sunday - DIRECTV channel 377 (TCT) 

 The Lutheran Hour    10 a.m. and 6 p.m.   Sundays on 1230 AM; and 9:30 a.m. Sundays on 1580 AM 

PUSH PRAYER meets every Tuesday at 10:00 a.m. to pray for our church, community and world.  We welcome requests 
(call 708-403-9673) or visit our website to send in your prayer request, or join us for 30-40 minutes each week. We are always 
looking for people to join us in prayer to our Lord.  
DEVOTIONAL OF THE. WEEK 13 May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, so that you may 
overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. Romans 15:13    
Dear Heavenly Father, we ask you now to give us all your Holy Spirit, and to give him continually, that he might awaken, 
enlighten, encourage, and enable us to dare to take the small and large steps of moving out of the comfort with which we can 
comfort each other and into hope in you. Turn us away towards you! Do not allow us to hide from you! Do not let us do 
anything without you! Show us how glorious you are and how glorious it is to trust and obey you! We would ask the same for 
all people, that nations and governments may bow to your Word, and that they will be willing to work for justice and peace on 
earth, that your Word may be understood and taken to heart by all those who are poor, sick, imprisoned, troubled, 
oppressed, and unbelieving; that through word and deed your Holy Spirit may be made known to them; and that you may be 
perceived by them as the answer to their sighs and cries; that all Christian churches and confessions may learn to recognize 
him anew and serve you with renewed faithfulness; that your truth may remain bright in all of humanity's error and confusion, 
until such a time as he shall ultimately enlighten all people and all things. You are glorified, you who make us free in Jesus 
Christ, your Son, by confessing and standing on this: that our hope is in you. Amen. 
VERSE OF THE MONTH 23 Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, not for human masters, 
24 since you know that you will receive an inheritance from the Lord as a reward. It is the Lord Christ you are serving. 
Colossians 3:23-24 

This Week at Living Word Page 2 

Church Contacts 

intouchlwlc@yahoo.com 

Ministry Support Coordinator, Diana Motel 
dianamotel@yahoo.com     

  

     Leadership Team  

Neal Hartz  -  President  
Ken Marks—Vice President  
Bill Merchantz - Treasurer 

Diana Motel - Secretary 
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PRAYER REQUEST for Eleanor Galik as she is recovering at home. She has been very determined to get stronger and better 
with every passing day. She has been doing physical therapy with Marilouise while she was still in town. Eleanor had called me 
earlier this week, to let me know that was still doing ok. She is more steady on the stairs, using her legs more and less with her 
arms pulling herself up, and she is walking for a longer length of time without stopping. Good job Eleanor, we are all so thankful 
for the progress and the updates. I am keeping her pictures in the newsletter till she gets strong and healthy enough to be able 
to come back to church in a couple of months, knowing her, maybe even a little sooner than that. She did tell me that she plans 
on surprising all of us one Sunday, and come to church, we can’t wait. We know you are very determined to get better we just 
don’t want you to overdo it. Take care of yourself and we will keep in touch with you on a regular basis. We all love you!! 

 
  

A LIFE BEYOND AMAZING is the current Bible study that started a couple of weeks ago. David 
Jeremiah is the author of both books. Captured by Grace teaches us that most Christians know 
that they are saved by grace, but some of us don’t realize that we live by grace everyday. The 
lessons in the book will show us how we can apply the principles of God’s grace to our lives. 
Please let Neal know if you are interested in joining either of this study, so he can order enough 
books for everyone. A Life Beyond Amazing shows us how we can be the person God has 
intended us to be. There is a better way to experience life for all of us. It uncovers God’s strategy 
for and challenges us to make nine important decisions that will transform our lives.  

Living Word News 

THANK YOU CARD AND OFFERING was received from Gretel Hansen over the weekend. It reads, “Dear Neal and  
Living Word: Thank you for always being such lovely and gracious hosts over the years! My little voice studio sure 
does appreciate it! Have a wonderful fall season! It’s signed, “All My Best, Gretel.”  The actual card is posted on the 
bulletin board in the fellowship hall. 
COUNCIL MEETING was this Thursday at 7:00pm. Among the topics of discussion were the financial updates, the 
Call committee updates, preschool updates, along with any current issues or concerns.  
THANK YOU to Neal Hartz, Jim McKinney and Ed Baids who worked over the weekend and earlier this week to take 
care of either the fallen tree branches in Linda Boehm’s Garden or the very low hanging branches of the apple tree. 
Neal had come here twice on Saturday and worked on the tree branches that came down in Linda’s Graden during 
the horrible storm last week, and Jim and Ed took care of the very low branches of our apple tree. 
DO YOU NEED HONEY? The Mission of the Month for September is The Dakota Boy’s and Girl’s Ranch, where we 
do our Honey Sunday and get those bottles of honey just in time for fall baking season. Perfect timing for us tea and 
cookie lovers, lol. 
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Mission of the Month 
LUTHERAN SCHOLARSHIP GRANTING ORGANIZATION is the Mission of the Month for August. They are based out 
of Fort Wayne, IN and they help provide grants and scholarships to families that would like to send their children to 
Christian schools. They also provide funding for Christian school programs. 

ALMOST TIME FOR PRESCHOOL Now that VBS is over with, 
and summer is winding down, maybe, lol, and the older kids are 
back at school, it will be time for preschool. School will be 
starting on September 8th, but Open House will be on September 
2nd so all of the kids can drop off their school supplies and find 
their desk and check out the classroom. We will have 3 returning 
students and 4 new ones. We are hoping that history repeats 
itself and she will gain a couple of extra students throughout the 
year. She has also been messaging several parents on a few of 
her Facebook groups that are looking for flexible and/or smaller 
class sizes, so we just might have one or two more by January 
or earlier. Since the class is bigger than usual to start off, she 
has been busy creating a wish list for the classroom. You can 
scan the QR Code to the left, one of Neal’s favorite symbols, lol 
or view the items on the following page for what is needed. Of 
course, I can always email you the link as well. As stated before, 
this isn’t mandatory, it’s just something to help offset the costs 
for our preschool and the teacher too. Thank you to all who 
helped Diana out last year, it was very much appreciated. You 
can save any of your receipts and turn them into the office and I 
will include them on your tax statements. 
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8-23-2026 Message Outline 

“God’s Right Hand” 
 

“Though I walk in the midst of trouble, you preserve my life. 
You stretch out your hand against the anger of my foes; 

with your right hand you save me.” 
Psalm 138:7 

 
 

1) God’s “right hand” RIGHTEOUSNESS saves us. 
     “Listen to me, you who pursue righteousness and who seek the lord. Look to the rock from which you were 
cut and to the quarry from which you were hewn; 2 look to Abraham, your father, and to Sarah, who gave you birth. 
When I called him he was only one man, and I blessed him and made him many. 3 The LORD will surely 
comfort Zion and will look with compassion on all her ruins; he will make her deserts like Eden, her wastelands like 
the garden of the LORD. Joy and gladness will be found in her, thanksgiving and the sound of singing. 4 “Listen to 
me, my people; hear me, my nation: Instruction will go out from me; my justice will become a light to the nations. 
5 My righteousness draws near speedily, my salvation is on the way, and my arm will bring justice to the nations. 
The islands will look to me and wait in hope for my arm. 6 Lift up your eyes to the heavens, look at the earth beneath; 
the heavens will vanish like smoke, the earth will wear out like a garment and its inhabitants die like flies. But my 
salvation will last forever, my righteousness will never fail.              Isaiah 51:1-6 

 

2) God’s “right hand” RENEWING transforms us. 
     33 Oh, the depth of the riches of the wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable his judgments, and his 
paths beyond tracing out! 34 “Who has known the mind of the Lord? Or who has been his counselor?” 35 “Who has 
ever given to God, that God should repay them?” 36 For from him and through him and for him are all things. To 
him be the glory forever! Amen. 12 Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God’s mercy, to offer 
your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God—this is your true and proper worship. 2 Do not conform to 
the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve 
what God’s will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will. 3 For by the grace given me I say to every one of you: Do 
not think of yourself more highly than you ought, but rather think of yourself with sober judgment, in accordance 
with the faith God has distributed to each of you. 4 For just as each of us has one body with many members, and 
these members do not all have the same function, 5 so in Christ we, though many, form one body, and each member 
belongs to all the others. 6 We have different gifts, according to the grace given to each of us. If your gift is 
prophesying, then prophesy in accordance with your faith; 7 if it is serving, then serve; if it is teaching, then teach; 8 if 
it is to encourage, then give encouragement; if it is giving, then give generously; if it is to lead, do it diligently; if it 
is to show mercy, do it cheerfully.                           Romans 11:33-12:8 

 

3) God’s “right hand” ROCK builds us. 
     13 When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do people say the Son of 
Man is?” 14 They replied, “Some say John the Baptist; others say Elijah; and still others, Jeremiah or one of the 
prophets.” 15 “But what about you?” he asked. “Who do you say I am?” 16 Simon Peter answered, “You are the 
Messiah, the Son of the living God.” 17 Jesus replied, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah, for this was not revealed 
to you by flesh and blood, but by my Father in heaven. 18 And I tell you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will 
build my church, and the gates of Hades will not overcome it. 19 I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven; 
whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in 
heaven.” 20 Then he ordered his disciples not to tell anyone that he was the Messiah.  Matthew 16:13-20 
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    PRAYER CHAIN         

     REQUESTS 
       Please call the office 

     for immediate prayers 

Living in the Word...that the 
Word may live in others. 

Living Word 
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CHURCH OFFICE 
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 Setting the Scene for Isaiah 51:1-6 
The scene takes place in the ancient city of Jerusalem, within the walls of the city. The setting 
is a bustling marketplace where people from all walks of life have gathered. The air is filled with 
the sounds of merchants haggling, animals braying, and the chatter of the crowd. The sun 
beats down on the dusty streets, casting long shadows as people go about their daily 
business. Among the crowd are a group of prophets and priests, including Isaiah, who have 
come together to deliver a message from the Lord to the people of Jerusalem. They stand in 
the midst of the marketplace, their voices rising above the noise as they call out to the people 
to listen to the word of the Lord. The prophets are dressed in simple robes, their faces earnest 
and filled with conviction as they speak. As the prophets speak, the people of Jerusalem begin 
to gather around them, drawn by the power and authority of their words. Some listen intently, 
their faces reflecting a mix of fear and awe, while others scoff and turn away, unwilling to heed 
the message being delivered. But the prophets continue to speak, their voices ringing out 
across the marketplace, proclaiming the faithfulness and righteousness of the Lord, and calling 
the people to repentance and renewal. 
What is Isaiah 51:1-6 about? 
Imagine a loving parent who promises to always take care of their child no matter what. God, in 
His infinite love and mercy, reassures us that He will provide for our every need, especially our 
greatest need for salvation. This verse is a beautiful reminder that we are not alone in our 
journey towards righteousness. We are called to put our trust in God, knowing that He is our 
ultimate source of salvation and righteousness. Have you ever felt overwhelmed by trying to do 
everything on your own? This verse invites us to pause and reflect on the incredible gift of 
God’s grace. Trusting in Him acknowledges that our efforts alone are not enough to attain 
salvation. It is through this trust and reliance on God that we find true peace and fulfillment. 
Knowing that He is faithful and true to His promises, let us lean on Him. 
Understanding what Isaiah 51:1-6 really means 
In Isaiah 51:1-6, we find a message of comfort and hope directed towards the people of Israel 
during their exile in Babylon. The passage begins with a call to those who pursue 
righteousness and seek the Lord, emphasizing the importance of actively seeking to live 
according to God’s will. This call resonates with the promise in Matthew 5:6 that those who 
hunger and thirst for righteousness will be satisfied by God. The metaphorical language in the 
verse, “Look to the rock from which you were cut and to the quarry from which you were hewn,” 
urges the Israelites to remember their spiritual heritage and draw strength from the faith of their 
ancestors, particularly Abraham and Sarah. This call to remember their origins is echoed 
in Genesis 12:1-3, where God promises to make Abraham a great nation, highlighting the roots 
of their faith and God’s faithfulness. The promise that the Lord will comfort Zion and look with 
compassion on all her ruins reassures the people of Israel that God has not forgotten them and 
will restore them. This promise of restoration and comfort reflects the ultimate vision in, where 
God will wipe away every tear and bring an end to suffering. The declaration that God’s 
salvation will last forever and His righteousness will never fail underscores the unchanging and 
reliable nature of God’s promises. Today, this passage remains relevant as it reminds us to 
trust in God’s steadfast promises, draw strength from our spiritual heritage, and find hope in 
God’s restorative power. In times of uncertainty and brokenness, reflecting on the faithfulness 
of God in the past can provide us with renewed strength and hope for the future. By actively 
pursuing righteousness, looking to the unchanging foundation of our faith, and trusting in God’s 
enduring salvation, we can find encouragement and guidance for our spiritual journeys. 
How can we trust in God’s salvation plan? 



 
 

 

  

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

23 
9:00am Adult 
Bible Study                   
 

10:00am 
Blended Worship 
Service     

24  25 
 
10:00am Push 

Prayer 

26 27 
 

  

28 
 

  

29 

Church Contacts 
                 August 16th 

            22 Worshipped, 21 Communed 
                                      9 Watched Online                   
           31 Total Worshipped                          

             Financial Support                                               
      $795.00 General Fund 
      $160.00 Building Use (Gretel Hansen Voice School)   
      $955.00 Total General Fund Deposit 
  Devotional Time 

Opportunities to Connect with God 
RADIO & TV OPPORTUNITIES 
 Worship Anew—8:00 a.m. Sunday - Comcast channel 184 (TLN) & 8 (SD) , WPWR channel 50, AT&T U-verse channel 1008  (HD) 

& 8 (SD), Dish Network # 8495;  10:30 a.m. Sunday - DIRECTV channel 377 (TCT) 

 The Lutheran Hour    10 a.m. and 6 p.m.   Sundays on 1230 AM; and 9:30 a.m. Sundays on 1580 AM 

PUSH PRAYER meets every Tuesday at 10:00 a.m. to pray for our church, community and world.  We welcome requests 
(call 708-403-9673) or visit our website to send in your prayer request, or join us for 30-40 minutes each week. We are always 
looking for people to join us in prayer to our Lord.  
DEVOTIONAL OF THE. WEEK 13 May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, so that you may 
overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. Romans 15:13    
Dear Heavenly Father, we ask you now to give us all your Holy Spirit, and to give him continually, that he might awaken, 
enlighten, encourage, and enable us to dare to take the small and large steps of moving out of the comfort with which we can 
comfort each other and into hope in you. Turn us away towards you! Do not allow us to hide from you! Do not let us do 
anything without you! Show us how glorious you are and how glorious it is to trust and obey you! We would ask the same for 
all people, that nations and governments may bow to your Word, and that they will be willing to work for justice and peace on 
earth, that your Word may be understood and taken to heart by all those who are poor, sick, imprisoned, troubled, 
oppressed, and unbelieving; that through word and deed your Holy Spirit may be made known to them; and that you may be 
perceived by them as the answer to their sighs and cries; that all Christian churches and confessions may learn to recognize 
him anew and serve you with renewed faithfulness; that your truth may remain bright in all of humanity's error and confusion, 
until such a time as he shall ultimately enlighten all people and all things. You are glorified, you who make us free in Jesus 
Christ, your Son, by confessing and standing on this: that our hope is in you. Amen. 
VERSE OF THE MONTH 23 Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, not for human masters, 
24 since you know that you will receive an inheritance from the Lord as a reward. It is the Lord Christ you are serving. 
Colossians 3:23-24 
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PRAYER REQUEST for Eleanor Galik as she is recovering at home. She has been very determined to get stronger and better 
with every passing day. She has been doing physical therapy with Marilouise while she was still in town. Eleanor had called me 
earlier this week, to let me know that was still doing ok. She is more steady on the stairs, using her legs more and less with her 
arms pulling herself up, and she is walking for a longer length of time without stopping. Good job Eleanor, we are all so thankful 
for the progress and the updates. I am keeping her pictures in the newsletter till she gets strong and healthy enough to be able 
to come back to church in a couple of months, knowing her, maybe even a little sooner than that. She did tell me that she plans 
on surprising all of us one Sunday, and come to church, we can’t wait. We know you are very determined to get better we just 
don’t want you to overdo it. Take care of yourself and we will keep in touch with you on a regular basis. We all love you!! 

 
  

A LIFE BEYOND AMAZING is the current Bible study that started a couple of weeks ago. David 
Jeremiah is the author of both books. Captured by Grace teaches us that most Christians know 
that they are saved by grace, but some of us don’t realize that we live by grace everyday. The 
lessons in the book will show us how we can apply the principles of God’s grace to our lives. 
Please let Neal know if you are interested in joining either of this study, so he can order enough 
books for everyone. A Life Beyond Amazing shows us how we can be the person God has 
intended us to be. There is a better way to experience life for all of us. It uncovers God’s strategy 
for and challenges us to make nine important decisions that will transform our lives.  

Living Word News 

THANK YOU CARD AND OFFERING was received from Gretel Hansen over the weekend. It reads, “Dear Neal and  
Living Word: Thank you for always being such lovely and gracious hosts over the years! My little voice studio sure 
does appreciate it! Have a wonderful fall season! It’s signed, “All My Best, Gretel.”  The actual card is posted on the 
bulletin board in the fellowship hall. 
COUNCIL MEETING was this Thursday at 7:00pm. Among the topics of discussion were the financial updates, the 
Call committee updates, preschool updates, along with any current issues or concerns.  
THANK YOU to Neal Hartz, Jim McKinney and Ed Baids who worked over the weekend and earlier this week to take 
care of either the fallen tree branches in Linda Boehm’s Garden or the very low hanging branches of the apple tree. 
Neal had come here twice on Saturday and worked on the tree branches that came down in Linda’s Graden during 
the horrible storm last week, and Jim and Ed took care of the very low branches of our apple tree. 
DO YOU NEED HONEY? The Mission of the Month for September is The Dakota Boy’s and Girl’s Ranch, where we 
do our Honey Sunday and get those bottles of honey just in time for fall baking season. Perfect timing for us tea and 
cookie lovers, lol. 
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Mission of the Month 
LUTHERAN SCHOLARSHIP GRANTING ORGANIZATION is the Mission of the Month for August. They are based out 
of Fort Wayne, IN and they help provide grants and scholarships to families that would like to send their children to 
Christian schools. They also provide funding for Christian school programs. 

ALMOST TIME FOR PRESCHOOL Now that VBS is over with, 
and summer is winding down, maybe, lol, and the older kids are 
back at school, it will be time for preschool. School will be 
starting on September 8th, but Open House will be on September 
2nd so all of the kids can drop off their school supplies and find 
their desk and check out the classroom. We will have 3 returning 
students and 4 new ones. We are hoping that history repeats 
itself and she will gain a couple of extra students throughout the 
year. She has also been messaging several parents on a few of 
her Facebook groups that are looking for flexible and/or smaller 
class sizes, so we just might have one or two more by January 
or earlier. Since the class is bigger than usual to start off, she 
has been busy creating a wish list for the classroom. You can 
scan the QR Code to the left, one of Neal’s favorite symbols, lol 
or view the items on the following page for what is needed. Of 
course, I can always email you the link as well. As stated before, 
this isn’t mandatory, it’s just something to help offset the costs 
for our preschool and the teacher too. Thank you to all who 
helped Diana out last year, it was very much appreciated. You 
can save any of your receipts and turn them into the office and I 
will include them on your tax statements. 

 

Preschool News 
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8-23-2026 Message Outline 

“God’s Right Hand” 
 

“Though I walk in the midst of trouble, you preserve my life. 
You stretch out your hand against the anger of my foes; 

with your right hand you save me.” 
Psalm 138:7 

 
 

1) God’s “right hand” RIGHTEOUSNESS saves us. 
     “Listen to me, you who pursue righteousness and who seek the lord. Look to the rock from which you were 
cut and to the quarry from which you were hewn; 2 look to Abraham, your father, and to Sarah, who gave you birth. 
When I called him he was only one man, and I blessed him and made him many. 3 The LORD will surely 
comfort Zion and will look with compassion on all her ruins; he will make her deserts like Eden, her wastelands like 
the garden of the LORD. Joy and gladness will be found in her, thanksgiving and the sound of singing. 4 “Listen to 
me, my people; hear me, my nation: Instruction will go out from me; my justice will become a light to the nations. 
5 My righteousness draws near speedily, my salvation is on the way, and my arm will bring justice to the nations. 
The islands will look to me and wait in hope for my arm. 6 Lift up your eyes to the heavens, look at the earth beneath; 
the heavens will vanish like smoke, the earth will wear out like a garment and its inhabitants die like flies. But my 
salvation will last forever, my righteousness will never fail.              Isaiah 51:1-6 

 

2) God’s “right hand” RENEWING transforms us. 
     33 Oh, the depth of the riches of the wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable his judgments, and his 
paths beyond tracing out! 34 “Who has known the mind of the Lord? Or who has been his counselor?” 35 “Who has 
ever given to God, that God should repay them?” 36 For from him and through him and for him are all things. To 
him be the glory forever! Amen. 12 Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God’s mercy, to offer 
your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God—this is your true and proper worship. 2 Do not conform to 
the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve 
what God’s will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will. 3 For by the grace given me I say to every one of you: Do 
not think of yourself more highly than you ought, but rather think of yourself with sober judgment, in accordance 
with the faith God has distributed to each of you. 4 For just as each of us has one body with many members, and 
these members do not all have the same function, 5 so in Christ we, though many, form one body, and each member 
belongs to all the others. 6 We have different gifts, according to the grace given to each of us. If your gift is 
prophesying, then prophesy in accordance with your faith; 7 if it is serving, then serve; if it is teaching, then teach; 8 if 
it is to encourage, then give encouragement; if it is giving, then give generously; if it is to lead, do it diligently; if it 
is to show mercy, do it cheerfully.                           Romans 11:33-12:8 

 

3) God’s “right hand” ROCK builds us. 
     13 When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do people say the Son of 
Man is?” 14 They replied, “Some say John the Baptist; others say Elijah; and still others, Jeremiah or one of the 
prophets.” 15 “But what about you?” he asked. “Who do you say I am?” 16 Simon Peter answered, “You are the 
Messiah, the Son of the living God.” 17 Jesus replied, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah, for this was not revealed 
to you by flesh and blood, but by my Father in heaven. 18 And I tell you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will 
build my church, and the gates of Hades will not overcome it. 19 I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven; 
whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in 
heaven.” 20 Then he ordered his disciples not to tell anyone that he was the Messiah.  Matthew 16:13-20 
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 Setting the Scene for Isaiah 51:1-6 
The scene takes place in the ancient city of Jerusalem, within the walls of the city. The setting 
is a bustling marketplace where people from all walks of life have gathered. The air is filled with 
the sounds of merchants haggling, animals braying, and the chatter of the crowd. The sun 
beats down on the dusty streets, casting long shadows as people go about their daily 
business. Among the crowd are a group of prophets and priests, including Isaiah, who have 
come together to deliver a message from the Lord to the people of Jerusalem. They stand in 
the midst of the marketplace, their voices rising above the noise as they call out to the people 
to listen to the word of the Lord. The prophets are dressed in simple robes, their faces earnest 
and filled with conviction as they speak. As the prophets speak, the people of Jerusalem begin 
to gather around them, drawn by the power and authority of their words. Some listen intently, 
their faces reflecting a mix of fear and awe, while others scoff and turn away, unwilling to heed 
the message being delivered. But the prophets continue to speak, their voices ringing out 
across the marketplace, proclaiming the faithfulness and righteousness of the Lord, and calling 
the people to repentance and renewal. 
What is Isaiah 51:1-6 about? 
Imagine a loving parent who promises to always take care of their child no matter what. God, in 
His infinite love and mercy, reassures us that He will provide for our every need, especially our 
greatest need for salvation. This verse is a beautiful reminder that we are not alone in our 
journey towards righteousness. We are called to put our trust in God, knowing that He is our 
ultimate source of salvation and righteousness. Have you ever felt overwhelmed by trying to do 
everything on your own? This verse invites us to pause and reflect on the incredible gift of 
God’s grace. Trusting in Him acknowledges that our efforts alone are not enough to attain 
salvation. It is through this trust and reliance on God that we find true peace and fulfillment. 
Knowing that He is faithful and true to His promises, let us lean on Him. 
Understanding what Isaiah 51:1-6 really means 
In Isaiah 51:1-6, we find a message of comfort and hope directed towards the people of Israel 
during their exile in Babylon. The passage begins with a call to those who pursue 
righteousness and seek the Lord, emphasizing the importance of actively seeking to live 
according to God’s will. This call resonates with the promise in Matthew 5:6 that those who 
hunger and thirst for righteousness will be satisfied by God. The metaphorical language in the 
verse, “Look to the rock from which you were cut and to the quarry from which you were hewn,” 
urges the Israelites to remember their spiritual heritage and draw strength from the faith of their 
ancestors, particularly Abraham and Sarah. This call to remember their origins is echoed 
in Genesis 12:1-3, where God promises to make Abraham a great nation, highlighting the roots 
of their faith and God’s faithfulness. The promise that the Lord will comfort Zion and look with 
compassion on all her ruins reassures the people of Israel that God has not forgotten them and 
will restore them. This promise of restoration and comfort reflects the ultimate vision in, where 
God will wipe away every tear and bring an end to suffering. The declaration that God’s 
salvation will last forever and His righteousness will never fail underscores the unchanging and 
reliable nature of God’s promises. Today, this passage remains relevant as it reminds us to 
trust in God’s steadfast promises, draw strength from our spiritual heritage, and find hope in 
God’s restorative power. In times of uncertainty and brokenness, reflecting on the faithfulness 
of God in the past can provide us with renewed strength and hope for the future. By actively 
pursuing righteousness, looking to the unchanging foundation of our faith, and trusting in God’s 
enduring salvation, we can find encouragement and guidance for our spiritual journeys. 
How can we trust in God’s salvation plan? 
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Church Contacts 
                 August 16th 

            22 Worshipped, 21 Communed 
                                      9 Watched Online                   
           31 Total Worshipped                          

             Financial Support                                               
      $795.00 General Fund 
      $160.00 Building Use (Gretel Hansen Voice School)   
      $955.00 Total General Fund Deposit 
  Devotional Time 

Opportunities to Connect with God 
RADIO & TV OPPORTUNITIES 
 Worship Anew—8:00 a.m. Sunday - Comcast channel 184 (TLN) & 8 (SD) , WPWR channel 50, AT&T U-verse channel 1008  (HD) 

& 8 (SD), Dish Network # 8495;  10:30 a.m. Sunday - DIRECTV channel 377 (TCT) 

 The Lutheran Hour    10 a.m. and 6 p.m.   Sundays on 1230 AM; and 9:30 a.m. Sundays on 1580 AM 

PUSH PRAYER meets every Tuesday at 10:00 a.m. to pray for our church, community and world.  We welcome requests 
(call 708-403-9673) or visit our website to send in your prayer request, or join us for 30-40 minutes each week. We are always 
looking for people to join us in prayer to our Lord.  
DEVOTIONAL OF THE. WEEK 13 May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, so that you may 
overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. Romans 15:13    
Dear Heavenly Father, we ask you now to give us all your Holy Spirit, and to give him continually, that he might awaken, 
enlighten, encourage, and enable us to dare to take the small and large steps of moving out of the comfort with which we can 
comfort each other and into hope in you. Turn us away towards you! Do not allow us to hide from you! Do not let us do 
anything without you! Show us how glorious you are and how glorious it is to trust and obey you! We would ask the same for 
all people, that nations and governments may bow to your Word, and that they will be willing to work for justice and peace on 
earth, that your Word may be understood and taken to heart by all those who are poor, sick, imprisoned, troubled, 
oppressed, and unbelieving; that through word and deed your Holy Spirit may be made known to them; and that you may be 
perceived by them as the answer to their sighs and cries; that all Christian churches and confessions may learn to recognize 
him anew and serve you with renewed faithfulness; that your truth may remain bright in all of humanity's error and confusion, 
until such a time as he shall ultimately enlighten all people and all things. You are glorified, you who make us free in Jesus 
Christ, your Son, by confessing and standing on this: that our hope is in you. Amen. 
VERSE OF THE MONTH 23 Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, not for human masters, 
24 since you know that you will receive an inheritance from the Lord as a reward. It is the Lord Christ you are serving. 
Colossians 3:23-24 

This Week at Living Word Page 2 

Church Contacts 

intouchlwlc@yahoo.com 

Ministry Support Coordinator, Diana Motel 
dianamotel@yahoo.com     

  

     Leadership Team  

Neal Hartz  -  President  
Ken Marks—Vice President  
Bill Merchantz - Treasurer 

Diana Motel - Secretary 
         

Members at Large  

Stewardship Snapshot 



 
 

 

  

Page 3 

PRAYER REQUEST for Eleanor Galik as she is recovering at home. She has been very determined to get stronger and better 
with every passing day. She has been doing physical therapy with Marilouise while she was still in town. Eleanor had called me 
earlier this week, to let me know that was still doing ok. She is more steady on the stairs, using her legs more and less with her 
arms pulling herself up, and she is walking for a longer length of time without stopping. Good job Eleanor, we are all so thankful 
for the progress and the updates. I am keeping her pictures in the newsletter till she gets strong and healthy enough to be able 
to come back to church in a couple of months, knowing her, maybe even a little sooner than that. She did tell me that she plans 
on surprising all of us one Sunday, and come to church, we can’t wait. We know you are very determined to get better we just 
don’t want you to overdo it. Take care of yourself and we will keep in touch with you on a regular basis. We all love you!! 

 
  

A LIFE BEYOND AMAZING is the current Bible study that started a couple of weeks ago. David 
Jeremiah is the author of both books. Captured by Grace teaches us that most Christians know 
that they are saved by grace, but some of us don’t realize that we live by grace everyday. The 
lessons in the book will show us how we can apply the principles of God’s grace to our lives. 
Please let Neal know if you are interested in joining either of this study, so he can order enough 
books for everyone. A Life Beyond Amazing shows us how we can be the person God has 
intended us to be. There is a better way to experience life for all of us. It uncovers God’s strategy 
for and challenges us to make nine important decisions that will transform our lives.  

Living Word News 

THANK YOU CARD AND OFFERING was received from Gretel Hansen over the weekend. It reads, “Dear Neal and  
Living Word: Thank you for always being such lovely and gracious hosts over the years! My little voice studio sure 
does appreciate it! Have a wonderful fall season! It’s signed, “All My Best, Gretel.”  The actual card is posted on the 
bulletin board in the fellowship hall. 
COUNCIL MEETING was this Thursday at 7:00pm. Among the topics of discussion were the financial updates, the 
Call committee updates, preschool updates, along with any current issues or concerns.  
THANK YOU to Neal Hartz, Jim McKinney and Ed Baids who worked over the weekend and earlier this week to take 
care of either the fallen tree branches in Linda Boehm’s Garden or the very low hanging branches of the apple tree. 
Neal had come here twice on Saturday and worked on the tree branches that came down in Linda’s Graden during 
the horrible storm last week, and Jim and Ed took care of the very low branches of our apple tree. 
DO YOU NEED HONEY? The Mission of the Month for September is The Dakota Boy’s and Girl’s Ranch, where we 
do our Honey Sunday and get those bottles of honey just in time for fall baking season. Perfect timing for us tea and 
cookie lovers, lol. 
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Mission of the Month 
LUTHERAN SCHOLARSHIP GRANTING ORGANIZATION is the Mission of the Month for August. They are based out 
of Fort Wayne, IN and they help provide grants and scholarships to families that would like to send their children to 
Christian schools. They also provide funding for Christian school programs. 

ALMOST TIME FOR PRESCHOOL Now that VBS is over with, 
and summer is winding down, maybe, lol, and the older kids are 
back at school, it will be time for preschool. School will be 
starting on September 8th, but Open House will be on September 
2nd so all of the kids can drop off their school supplies and find 
their desk and check out the classroom. We will have 3 returning 
students and 4 new ones. We are hoping that history repeats 
itself and she will gain a couple of extra students throughout the 
year. She has also been messaging several parents on a few of 
her Facebook groups that are looking for flexible and/or smaller 
class sizes, so we just might have one or two more by January 
or earlier. Since the class is bigger than usual to start off, she 
has been busy creating a wish list for the classroom. You can 
scan the QR Code to the left, one of Neal’s favorite symbols, lol 
or view the items on the following page for what is needed. Of 
course, I can always email you the link as well. As stated before, 
this isn’t mandatory, it’s just something to help offset the costs 
for our preschool and the teacher too. Thank you to all who 
helped Diana out last year, it was very much appreciated. You 
can save any of your receipts and turn them into the office and I 
will include them on your tax statements. 

 

Preschool News 
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8-23-2026 Message Outline 

“God’s Right Hand” 
 

“Though I walk in the midst of trouble, you preserve my life. 
You stretch out your hand against the anger of my foes; 

with your right hand you save me.” 
Psalm 138:7 

 
 

1) God’s “right hand” RIGHTEOUSNESS saves us. 
     “Listen to me, you who pursue righteousness and who seek the lord. Look to the rock from which you were 
cut and to the quarry from which you were hewn; 2 look to Abraham, your father, and to Sarah, who gave you birth. 
When I called him he was only one man, and I blessed him and made him many. 3 The LORD will surely 
comfort Zion and will look with compassion on all her ruins; he will make her deserts like Eden, her wastelands like 
the garden of the LORD. Joy and gladness will be found in her, thanksgiving and the sound of singing. 4 “Listen to 
me, my people; hear me, my nation: Instruction will go out from me; my justice will become a light to the nations. 
5 My righteousness draws near speedily, my salvation is on the way, and my arm will bring justice to the nations. 
The islands will look to me and wait in hope for my arm. 6 Lift up your eyes to the heavens, look at the earth beneath; 
the heavens will vanish like smoke, the earth will wear out like a garment and its inhabitants die like flies. But my 
salvation will last forever, my righteousness will never fail.              Isaiah 51:1-6 

 

2) God’s “right hand” RENEWING transforms us. 
     33 Oh, the depth of the riches of the wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable his judgments, and his 
paths beyond tracing out! 34 “Who has known the mind of the Lord? Or who has been his counselor?” 35 “Who has 
ever given to God, that God should repay them?” 36 For from him and through him and for him are all things. To 
him be the glory forever! Amen. 12 Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God’s mercy, to offer 
your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God—this is your true and proper worship. 2 Do not conform to 
the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve 
what God’s will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will. 3 For by the grace given me I say to every one of you: Do 
not think of yourself more highly than you ought, but rather think of yourself with sober judgment, in accordance 
with the faith God has distributed to each of you. 4 For just as each of us has one body with many members, and 
these members do not all have the same function, 5 so in Christ we, though many, form one body, and each member 
belongs to all the others. 6 We have different gifts, according to the grace given to each of us. If your gift is 
prophesying, then prophesy in accordance with your faith; 7 if it is serving, then serve; if it is teaching, then teach; 8 if 
it is to encourage, then give encouragement; if it is giving, then give generously; if it is to lead, do it diligently; if it 
is to show mercy, do it cheerfully.                           Romans 11:33-12:8 

 

3) God’s “right hand” ROCK builds us. 
     13 When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do people say the Son of 
Man is?” 14 They replied, “Some say John the Baptist; others say Elijah; and still others, Jeremiah or one of the 
prophets.” 15 “But what about you?” he asked. “Who do you say I am?” 16 Simon Peter answered, “You are the 
Messiah, the Son of the living God.” 17 Jesus replied, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah, for this was not revealed 
to you by flesh and blood, but by my Father in heaven. 18 And I tell you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will 
build my church, and the gates of Hades will not overcome it. 19 I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven; 
whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in 
heaven.” 20 Then he ordered his disciples not to tell anyone that he was the Messiah.  Matthew 16:13-20 
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 Setting the Scene for Isaiah 51:1-6 
The scene takes place in the ancient city of Jerusalem, within the walls of the city. The setting 
is a bustling marketplace where people from all walks of life have gathered. The air is filled with 
the sounds of merchants haggling, animals braying, and the chatter of the crowd. The sun 
beats down on the dusty streets, casting long shadows as people go about their daily 
business. Among the crowd are a group of prophets and priests, including Isaiah, who have 
come together to deliver a message from the Lord to the people of Jerusalem. They stand in 
the midst of the marketplace, their voices rising above the noise as they call out to the people 
to listen to the word of the Lord. The prophets are dressed in simple robes, their faces earnest 
and filled with conviction as they speak. As the prophets speak, the people of Jerusalem begin 
to gather around them, drawn by the power and authority of their words. Some listen intently, 
their faces reflecting a mix of fear and awe, while others scoff and turn away, unwilling to heed 
the message being delivered. But the prophets continue to speak, their voices ringing out 
across the marketplace, proclaiming the faithfulness and righteousness of the Lord, and calling 
the people to repentance and renewal. 
What is Isaiah 51:1-6 about? 
Imagine a loving parent who promises to always take care of their child no matter what. God, in 
His infinite love and mercy, reassures us that He will provide for our every need, especially our 
greatest need for salvation. This verse is a beautiful reminder that we are not alone in our 
journey towards righteousness. We are called to put our trust in God, knowing that He is our 
ultimate source of salvation and righteousness. Have you ever felt overwhelmed by trying to do 
everything on your own? This verse invites us to pause and reflect on the incredible gift of 
God’s grace. Trusting in Him acknowledges that our efforts alone are not enough to attain 
salvation. It is through this trust and reliance on God that we find true peace and fulfillment. 
Knowing that He is faithful and true to His promises, let us lean on Him. 
Understanding what Isaiah 51:1-6 really means 
In Isaiah 51:1-6, we find a message of comfort and hope directed towards the people of Israel 
during their exile in Babylon. The passage begins with a call to those who pursue 
righteousness and seek the Lord, emphasizing the importance of actively seeking to live 
according to God’s will. This call resonates with the promise in Matthew 5:6 that those who 
hunger and thirst for righteousness will be satisfied by God. The metaphorical language in the 
verse, “Look to the rock from which you were cut and to the quarry from which you were hewn,” 
urges the Israelites to remember their spiritual heritage and draw strength from the faith of their 
ancestors, particularly Abraham and Sarah. This call to remember their origins is echoed 
in Genesis 12:1-3, where God promises to make Abraham a great nation, highlighting the roots 
of their faith and God’s faithfulness. The promise that the Lord will comfort Zion and look with 
compassion on all her ruins reassures the people of Israel that God has not forgotten them and 
will restore them. This promise of restoration and comfort reflects the ultimate vision in, where 
God will wipe away every tear and bring an end to suffering. The declaration that God’s 
salvation will last forever and His righteousness will never fail underscores the unchanging and 
reliable nature of God’s promises. Today, this passage remains relevant as it reminds us to 
trust in God’s steadfast promises, draw strength from our spiritual heritage, and find hope in 
God’s restorative power. In times of uncertainty and brokenness, reflecting on the faithfulness 
of God in the past can provide us with renewed strength and hope for the future. By actively 
pursuing righteousness, looking to the unchanging foundation of our faith, and trusting in God’s 
enduring salvation, we can find encouragement and guidance for our spiritual journeys. 
How can we trust in God’s salvation plan? 
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Church Contacts 
                 August 16th 

            22 Worshipped, 21 Communed 
                                      9 Watched Online                   
           31 Total Worshipped                          

             Financial Support                                               
      $795.00 General Fund 
      $160.00 Building Use (Gretel Hansen Voice School)   
      $955.00 Total General Fund Deposit 
  Devotional Time 

Opportunities to Connect with God 
RADIO & TV OPPORTUNITIES 
 Worship Anew—8:00 a.m. Sunday - Comcast channel 184 (TLN) & 8 (SD) , WPWR channel 50, AT&T U-verse channel 1008  (HD) 

& 8 (SD), Dish Network # 8495;  10:30 a.m. Sunday - DIRECTV channel 377 (TCT) 

 The Lutheran Hour    10 a.m. and 6 p.m.   Sundays on 1230 AM; and 9:30 a.m. Sundays on 1580 AM 

PUSH PRAYER meets every Tuesday at 10:00 a.m. to pray for our church, community and world.  We welcome requests 
(call 708-403-9673) or visit our website to send in your prayer request, or join us for 30-40 minutes each week. We are always 
looking for people to join us in prayer to our Lord.  
DEVOTIONAL OF THE. WEEK 13 May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, so that you may 
overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. Romans 15:13    
Dear Heavenly Father, we ask you now to give us all your Holy Spirit, and to give him continually, that he might awaken, 
enlighten, encourage, and enable us to dare to take the small and large steps of moving out of the comfort with which we can 
comfort each other and into hope in you. Turn us away towards you! Do not allow us to hide from you! Do not let us do 
anything without you! Show us how glorious you are and how glorious it is to trust and obey you! We would ask the same for 
all people, that nations and governments may bow to your Word, and that they will be willing to work for justice and peace on 
earth, that your Word may be understood and taken to heart by all those who are poor, sick, imprisoned, troubled, 
oppressed, and unbelieving; that through word and deed your Holy Spirit may be made known to them; and that you may be 
perceived by them as the answer to their sighs and cries; that all Christian churches and confessions may learn to recognize 
him anew and serve you with renewed faithfulness; that your truth may remain bright in all of humanity's error and confusion, 
until such a time as he shall ultimately enlighten all people and all things. You are glorified, you who make us free in Jesus 
Christ, your Son, by confessing and standing on this: that our hope is in you. Amen. 
VERSE OF THE MONTH 23 Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, not for human masters, 
24 since you know that you will receive an inheritance from the Lord as a reward. It is the Lord Christ you are serving. 
Colossians 3:23-24 
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PRAYER REQUEST for Eleanor Galik as she is recovering at home. She has been very determined to get stronger and better 
with every passing day. She has been doing physical therapy with Marilouise while she was still in town. Eleanor had called me 
earlier this week, to let me know that was still doing ok. She is more steady on the stairs, using her legs more and less with her 
arms pulling herself up, and she is walking for a longer length of time without stopping. Good job Eleanor, we are all so thankful 
for the progress and the updates. I am keeping her pictures in the newsletter till she gets strong and healthy enough to be able 
to come back to church in a couple of months, knowing her, maybe even a little sooner than that. She did tell me that she plans 
on surprising all of us one Sunday, and come to church, we can’t wait. We know you are very determined to get better we just 
don’t want you to overdo it. Take care of yourself and we will keep in touch with you on a regular basis. We all love you!! 

 
  

A LIFE BEYOND AMAZING is the current Bible study that started a couple of weeks ago. David 
Jeremiah is the author of both books. Captured by Grace teaches us that most Christians know 
that they are saved by grace, but some of us don’t realize that we live by grace everyday. The 
lessons in the book will show us how we can apply the principles of God’s grace to our lives. 
Please let Neal know if you are interested in joining either of this study, so he can order enough 
books for everyone. A Life Beyond Amazing shows us how we can be the person God has 
intended us to be. There is a better way to experience life for all of us. It uncovers God’s strategy 
for and challenges us to make nine important decisions that will transform our lives.  

Living Word News 

THANK YOU CARD AND OFFERING was received from Gretel Hansen over the weekend. It reads, “Dear Neal and  
Living Word: Thank you for always being such lovely and gracious hosts over the years! My little voice studio sure 
does appreciate it! Have a wonderful fall season! It’s signed, “All My Best, Gretel.”  The actual card is posted on the 
bulletin board in the fellowship hall. 
COUNCIL MEETING was this Thursday at 7:00pm. Among the topics of discussion were the financial updates, the 
Call committee updates, preschool updates, along with any current issues or concerns.  
THANK YOU to Neal Hartz, Jim McKinney and Ed Baids who worked over the weekend and earlier this week to take 
care of either the fallen tree branches in Linda Boehm’s Garden or the very low hanging branches of the apple tree. 
Neal had come here twice on Saturday and worked on the tree branches that came down in Linda’s Graden during 
the horrible storm last week, and Jim and Ed took care of the very low branches of our apple tree. 
DO YOU NEED HONEY? The Mission of the Month for September is The Dakota Boy’s and Girl’s Ranch, where we 
do our Honey Sunday and get those bottles of honey just in time for fall baking season. Perfect timing for us tea and 
cookie lovers, lol. 
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Mission of the Month 
LUTHERAN SCHOLARSHIP GRANTING ORGANIZATION is the Mission of the Month for August. They are based out 
of Fort Wayne, IN and they help provide grants and scholarships to families that would like to send their children to 
Christian schools. They also provide funding for Christian school programs. 

ALMOST TIME FOR PRESCHOOL Now that VBS is over with, 
and summer is winding down, maybe, lol, and the older kids are 
back at school, it will be time for preschool. School will be 
starting on September 8th, but Open House will be on September 
2nd so all of the kids can drop off their school supplies and find 
their desk and check out the classroom. We will have 3 returning 
students and 4 new ones. We are hoping that history repeats 
itself and she will gain a couple of extra students throughout the 
year. She has also been messaging several parents on a few of 
her Facebook groups that are looking for flexible and/or smaller 
class sizes, so we just might have one or two more by January 
or earlier. Since the class is bigger than usual to start off, she 
has been busy creating a wish list for the classroom. You can 
scan the QR Code to the left, one of Neal’s favorite symbols, lol 
or view the items on the following page for what is needed. Of 
course, I can always email you the link as well. As stated before, 
this isn’t mandatory, it’s just something to help offset the costs 
for our preschool and the teacher too. Thank you to all who 
helped Diana out last year, it was very much appreciated. You 
can save any of your receipts and turn them into the office and I 
will include them on your tax statements. 
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8-23-2026 Message Outline 

“God’s Right Hand” 
 

“Though I walk in the midst of trouble, you preserve my life. 
You stretch out your hand against the anger of my foes; 

with your right hand you save me.” 
Psalm 138:7 

 
 

1) God’s “right hand” RIGHTEOUSNESS saves us. 
     “Listen to me, you who pursue righteousness and who seek the lord. Look to the rock from which you were 
cut and to the quarry from which you were hewn; 2 look to Abraham, your father, and to Sarah, who gave you birth. 
When I called him he was only one man, and I blessed him and made him many. 3 The LORD will surely 
comfort Zion and will look with compassion on all her ruins; he will make her deserts like Eden, her wastelands like 
the garden of the LORD. Joy and gladness will be found in her, thanksgiving and the sound of singing. 4 “Listen to 
me, my people; hear me, my nation: Instruction will go out from me; my justice will become a light to the nations. 
5 My righteousness draws near speedily, my salvation is on the way, and my arm will bring justice to the nations. 
The islands will look to me and wait in hope for my arm. 6 Lift up your eyes to the heavens, look at the earth beneath; 
the heavens will vanish like smoke, the earth will wear out like a garment and its inhabitants die like flies. But my 
salvation will last forever, my righteousness will never fail.              Isaiah 51:1-6 

 

2) God’s “right hand” RENEWING transforms us. 
     33 Oh, the depth of the riches of the wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable his judgments, and his 
paths beyond tracing out! 34 “Who has known the mind of the Lord? Or who has been his counselor?” 35 “Who has 
ever given to God, that God should repay them?” 36 For from him and through him and for him are all things. To 
him be the glory forever! Amen. 12 Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God’s mercy, to offer 
your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God—this is your true and proper worship. 2 Do not conform to 
the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve 
what God’s will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will. 3 For by the grace given me I say to every one of you: Do 
not think of yourself more highly than you ought, but rather think of yourself with sober judgment, in accordance 
with the faith God has distributed to each of you. 4 For just as each of us has one body with many members, and 
these members do not all have the same function, 5 so in Christ we, though many, form one body, and each member 
belongs to all the others. 6 We have different gifts, according to the grace given to each of us. If your gift is 
prophesying, then prophesy in accordance with your faith; 7 if it is serving, then serve; if it is teaching, then teach; 8 if 
it is to encourage, then give encouragement; if it is giving, then give generously; if it is to lead, do it diligently; if it 
is to show mercy, do it cheerfully.                           Romans 11:33-12:8 

 

3) God’s “right hand” ROCK builds us. 
     13 When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do people say the Son of 
Man is?” 14 They replied, “Some say John the Baptist; others say Elijah; and still others, Jeremiah or one of the 
prophets.” 15 “But what about you?” he asked. “Who do you say I am?” 16 Simon Peter answered, “You are the 
Messiah, the Son of the living God.” 17 Jesus replied, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah, for this was not revealed 
to you by flesh and blood, but by my Father in heaven. 18 And I tell you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will 
build my church, and the gates of Hades will not overcome it. 19 I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven; 
whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in 
heaven.” 20 Then he ordered his disciples not to tell anyone that he was the Messiah.  Matthew 16:13-20 
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    PRAYER CHAIN         

     REQUESTS 
       Please call the office 

     for immediate prayers 

Living in the Word...that the 
Word may live in others. 

Living Word 
Lutheran Church 

16301 South Wolf Road 
Orland Park, IL  60467 

      
livingwordorland.org 

intouchlwlc@yahoo.com 
       

CHURCH OFFICE 
HOURS 

Mon - Fri  9 am - 2 pm 
       

SUNDAY SCHEDULE 
  9:00 am   Adult study 
  10:00 am  Worship 

 

 Setting the Scene for Isaiah 51:1-6 
The scene takes place in the ancient city of Jerusalem, within the walls of the city. The setting 
is a bustling marketplace where people from all walks of life have gathered. The air is filled with 
the sounds of merchants haggling, animals braying, and the chatter of the crowd. The sun 
beats down on the dusty streets, casting long shadows as people go about their daily 
business. Among the crowd are a group of prophets and priests, including Isaiah, who have 
come together to deliver a message from the Lord to the people of Jerusalem. They stand in 
the midst of the marketplace, their voices rising above the noise as they call out to the people 
to listen to the word of the Lord. The prophets are dressed in simple robes, their faces earnest 
and filled with conviction as they speak. As the prophets speak, the people of Jerusalem begin 
to gather around them, drawn by the power and authority of their words. Some listen intently, 
their faces reflecting a mix of fear and awe, while others scoff and turn away, unwilling to heed 
the message being delivered. But the prophets continue to speak, their voices ringing out 
across the marketplace, proclaiming the faithfulness and righteousness of the Lord, and calling 
the people to repentance and renewal. 
What is Isaiah 51:1-6 about? 
Imagine a loving parent who promises to always take care of their child no matter what. God, in 
His infinite love and mercy, reassures us that He will provide for our every need, especially our 
greatest need for salvation. This verse is a beautiful reminder that we are not alone in our 
journey towards righteousness. We are called to put our trust in God, knowing that He is our 
ultimate source of salvation and righteousness. Have you ever felt overwhelmed by trying to do 
everything on your own? This verse invites us to pause and reflect on the incredible gift of 
God’s grace. Trusting in Him acknowledges that our efforts alone are not enough to attain 
salvation. It is through this trust and reliance on God that we find true peace and fulfillment. 
Knowing that He is faithful and true to His promises, let us lean on Him. 
Understanding what Isaiah 51:1-6 really means 
In Isaiah 51:1-6, we find a message of comfort and hope directed towards the people of Israel 
during their exile in Babylon. The passage begins with a call to those who pursue 
righteousness and seek the Lord, emphasizing the importance of actively seeking to live 
according to God’s will. This call resonates with the promise in Matthew 5:6 that those who 
hunger and thirst for righteousness will be satisfied by God. The metaphorical language in the 
verse, “Look to the rock from which you were cut and to the quarry from which you were hewn,” 
urges the Israelites to remember their spiritual heritage and draw strength from the faith of their 
ancestors, particularly Abraham and Sarah. This call to remember their origins is echoed 
in Genesis 12:1-3, where God promises to make Abraham a great nation, highlighting the roots 
of their faith and God’s faithfulness. The promise that the Lord will comfort Zion and look with 
compassion on all her ruins reassures the people of Israel that God has not forgotten them and 
will restore them. This promise of restoration and comfort reflects the ultimate vision in, where 
God will wipe away every tear and bring an end to suffering. The declaration that God’s 
salvation will last forever and His righteousness will never fail underscores the unchanging and 
reliable nature of God’s promises. Today, this passage remains relevant as it reminds us to 
trust in God’s steadfast promises, draw strength from our spiritual heritage, and find hope in 
God’s restorative power. In times of uncertainty and brokenness, reflecting on the faithfulness 
of God in the past can provide us with renewed strength and hope for the future. By actively 
pursuing righteousness, looking to the unchanging foundation of our faith, and trusting in God’s 
enduring salvation, we can find encouragement and guidance for our spiritual journeys. 
How can we trust in God’s salvation plan? 
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Church Contacts 
                 August 16th 

            22 Worshipped, 21 Communed 
                                      9 Watched Online                   
           31 Total Worshipped                          

             Financial Support                                               
      $795.00 General Fund 
      $160.00 Building Use (Gretel Hansen Voice School)   
      $955.00 Total General Fund Deposit 
  Devotional Time 

Opportunities to Connect with God 
RADIO & TV OPPORTUNITIES 
 Worship Anew—8:00 a.m. Sunday - Comcast channel 184 (TLN) & 8 (SD) , WPWR channel 50, AT&T U-verse channel 1008  (HD) 

& 8 (SD), Dish Network # 8495;  10:30 a.m. Sunday - DIRECTV channel 377 (TCT) 

 The Lutheran Hour    10 a.m. and 6 p.m.   Sundays on 1230 AM; and 9:30 a.m. Sundays on 1580 AM 

PUSH PRAYER meets every Tuesday at 10:00 a.m. to pray for our church, community and world.  We welcome requests 
(call 708-403-9673) or visit our website to send in your prayer request, or join us for 30-40 minutes each week. We are always 
looking for people to join us in prayer to our Lord.  
DEVOTIONAL OF THE. WEEK 13 May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, so that you may 
overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. Romans 15:13    
Dear Heavenly Father, we ask you now to give us all your Holy Spirit, and to give him continually, that he might awaken, 
enlighten, encourage, and enable us to dare to take the small and large steps of moving out of the comfort with which we can 
comfort each other and into hope in you. Turn us away towards you! Do not allow us to hide from you! Do not let us do 
anything without you! Show us how glorious you are and how glorious it is to trust and obey you! We would ask the same for 
all people, that nations and governments may bow to your Word, and that they will be willing to work for justice and peace on 
earth, that your Word may be understood and taken to heart by all those who are poor, sick, imprisoned, troubled, 
oppressed, and unbelieving; that through word and deed your Holy Spirit may be made known to them; and that you may be 
perceived by them as the answer to their sighs and cries; that all Christian churches and confessions may learn to recognize 
him anew and serve you with renewed faithfulness; that your truth may remain bright in all of humanity's error and confusion, 
until such a time as he shall ultimately enlighten all people and all things. You are glorified, you who make us free in Jesus 
Christ, your Son, by confessing and standing on this: that our hope is in you. Amen. 
VERSE OF THE MONTH 23 Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, not for human masters, 
24 since you know that you will receive an inheritance from the Lord as a reward. It is the Lord Christ you are serving. 
Colossians 3:23-24 
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Church Contacts 

intouchlwlc@yahoo.com 

Ministry Support Coordinator, Diana Motel 
dianamotel@yahoo.com     

  

     Leadership Team  

Neal Hartz  -  President  
Ken Marks—Vice President  
Bill Merchantz - Treasurer 

Diana Motel - Secretary 
         

Members at Large  

Stewardship Snapshot 
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PRAYER REQUEST for Eleanor Galik as she is recovering at home. She has been very determined to get stronger and better 
with every passing day. She has been doing physical therapy with Marilouise while she was still in town. Eleanor had called me 
earlier this week, to let me know that was still doing ok. She is more steady on the stairs, using her legs more and less with her 
arms pulling herself up, and she is walking for a longer length of time without stopping. Good job Eleanor, we are all so thankful 
for the progress and the updates. I am keeping her pictures in the newsletter till she gets strong and healthy enough to be able 
to come back to church in a couple of months, knowing her, maybe even a little sooner than that. She did tell me that she plans 
on surprising all of us one Sunday, and come to church, we can’t wait. We know you are very determined to get better we just 
don’t want you to overdo it. Take care of yourself and we will keep in touch with you on a regular basis. We all love you!! 

 
  

A LIFE BEYOND AMAZING is the current Bible study that started a couple of weeks ago. David 
Jeremiah is the author of both books. Captured by Grace teaches us that most Christians know 
that they are saved by grace, but some of us don’t realize that we live by grace everyday. The 
lessons in the book will show us how we can apply the principles of God’s grace to our lives. 
Please let Neal know if you are interested in joining either of this study, so he can order enough 
books for everyone. A Life Beyond Amazing shows us how we can be the person God has 
intended us to be. There is a better way to experience life for all of us. It uncovers God’s strategy 
for and challenges us to make nine important decisions that will transform our lives.  

Living Word News 

THANK YOU CARD AND OFFERING was received from Gretel Hansen over the weekend. It reads, “Dear Neal and  
Living Word: Thank you for always being such lovely and gracious hosts over the years! My little voice studio sure 
does appreciate it! Have a wonderful fall season! It’s signed, “All My Best, Gretel.”  The actual card is posted on the 
bulletin board in the fellowship hall. 
COUNCIL MEETING was this Thursday at 7:00pm. Among the topics of discussion were the financial updates, the 
Call committee updates, preschool updates, along with any current issues or concerns.  
THANK YOU to Neal Hartz, Jim McKinney and Ed Baids who worked over the weekend and earlier this week to take 
care of either the fallen tree branches in Linda Boehm’s Garden or the very low hanging branches of the apple tree. 
Neal had come here twice on Saturday and worked on the tree branches that came down in Linda’s Graden during 
the horrible storm last week, and Jim and Ed took care of the very low branches of our apple tree. 
DO YOU NEED HONEY? The Mission of the Month for September is The Dakota Boy’s and Girl’s Ranch, where we 
do our Honey Sunday and get those bottles of honey just in time for fall baking season. Perfect timing for us tea and 
cookie lovers, lol. 
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Mission of the Month 
LUTHERAN SCHOLARSHIP GRANTING ORGANIZATION is the Mission of the Month for August. They are based out 
of Fort Wayne, IN and they help provide grants and scholarships to families that would like to send their children to 
Christian schools. They also provide funding for Christian school programs. 

ALMOST TIME FOR PRESCHOOL Now that VBS is over with, 
and summer is winding down, maybe, lol, and the older kids are 
back at school, it will be time for preschool. School will be 
starting on September 8th, but Open House will be on September 
2nd so all of the kids can drop off their school supplies and find 
their desk and check out the classroom. We will have 3 returning 
students and 4 new ones. We are hoping that history repeats 
itself and she will gain a couple of extra students throughout the 
year. She has also been messaging several parents on a few of 
her Facebook groups that are looking for flexible and/or smaller 
class sizes, so we just might have one or two more by January 
or earlier. Since the class is bigger than usual to start off, she 
has been busy creating a wish list for the classroom. You can 
scan the QR Code to the left, one of Neal’s favorite symbols, lol 
or view the items on the following page for what is needed. Of 
course, I can always email you the link as well. As stated before, 
this isn’t mandatory, it’s just something to help offset the costs 
for our preschool and the teacher too. Thank you to all who 
helped Diana out last year, it was very much appreciated. You 
can save any of your receipts and turn them into the office and I 
will include them on your tax statements. 

 

Preschool News 



 
 

 

  

Preschool Wish List 
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8-23-2026 Message Outline 

“God’s Right Hand” 
 

“Though I walk in the midst of trouble, you preserve my life. 
You stretch out your hand against the anger of my foes; 

with your right hand you save me.” 
Psalm 138:7 

 
 

1) God’s “right hand” RIGHTEOUSNESS saves us. 
     “Listen to me, you who pursue righteousness and who seek the lord. Look to the rock from which you were 
cut and to the quarry from which you were hewn; 2 look to Abraham, your father, and to Sarah, who gave you birth. 
When I called him he was only one man, and I blessed him and made him many. 3 The LORD will surely 
comfort Zion and will look with compassion on all her ruins; he will make her deserts like Eden, her wastelands like 
the garden of the LORD. Joy and gladness will be found in her, thanksgiving and the sound of singing. 4 “Listen to 
me, my people; hear me, my nation: Instruction will go out from me; my justice will become a light to the nations. 
5 My righteousness draws near speedily, my salvation is on the way, and my arm will bring justice to the nations. 
The islands will look to me and wait in hope for my arm. 6 Lift up your eyes to the heavens, look at the earth beneath; 
the heavens will vanish like smoke, the earth will wear out like a garment and its inhabitants die like flies. But my 
salvation will last forever, my righteousness will never fail.              Isaiah 51:1-6 

 

2) God’s “right hand” RENEWING transforms us. 
     33 Oh, the depth of the riches of the wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable his judgments, and his 
paths beyond tracing out! 34 “Who has known the mind of the Lord? Or who has been his counselor?” 35 “Who has 
ever given to God, that God should repay them?” 36 For from him and through him and for him are all things. To 
him be the glory forever! Amen. 12 Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God’s mercy, to offer 
your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God—this is your true and proper worship. 2 Do not conform to 
the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve 
what God’s will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will. 3 For by the grace given me I say to every one of you: Do 
not think of yourself more highly than you ought, but rather think of yourself with sober judgment, in accordance 
with the faith God has distributed to each of you. 4 For just as each of us has one body with many members, and 
these members do not all have the same function, 5 so in Christ we, though many, form one body, and each member 
belongs to all the others. 6 We have different gifts, according to the grace given to each of us. If your gift is 
prophesying, then prophesy in accordance with your faith; 7 if it is serving, then serve; if it is teaching, then teach; 8 if 
it is to encourage, then give encouragement; if it is giving, then give generously; if it is to lead, do it diligently; if it 
is to show mercy, do it cheerfully.                           Romans 11:33-12:8 

 

3) God’s “right hand” ROCK builds us. 
     13 When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do people say the Son of 
Man is?” 14 They replied, “Some say John the Baptist; others say Elijah; and still others, Jeremiah or one of the 
prophets.” 15 “But what about you?” he asked. “Who do you say I am?” 16 Simon Peter answered, “You are the 
Messiah, the Son of the living God.” 17 Jesus replied, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah, for this was not revealed 
to you by flesh and blood, but by my Father in heaven. 18 And I tell you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will 
build my church, and the gates of Hades will not overcome it. 19 I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven; 
whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in 
heaven.” 20 Then he ordered his disciples not to tell anyone that he was the Messiah.  Matthew 16:13-20 
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 Setting the Scene for Isaiah 51:1-6 
The scene takes place in the ancient city of Jerusalem, within the walls of the city. The setting 
is a bustling marketplace where people from all walks of life have gathered. The air is filled with 
the sounds of merchants haggling, animals braying, and the chatter of the crowd. The sun 
beats down on the dusty streets, casting long shadows as people go about their daily 
business. Among the crowd are a group of prophets and priests, including Isaiah, who have 
come together to deliver a message from the Lord to the people of Jerusalem. They stand in 
the midst of the marketplace, their voices rising above the noise as they call out to the people 
to listen to the word of the Lord. The prophets are dressed in simple robes, their faces earnest 
and filled with conviction as they speak. As the prophets speak, the people of Jerusalem begin 
to gather around them, drawn by the power and authority of their words. Some listen intently, 
their faces reflecting a mix of fear and awe, while others scoff and turn away, unwilling to heed 
the message being delivered. But the prophets continue to speak, their voices ringing out 
across the marketplace, proclaiming the faithfulness and righteousness of the Lord, and calling 
the people to repentance and renewal. 
What is Isaiah 51:1-6 about? 
Imagine a loving parent who promises to always take care of their child no matter what. God, in 
His infinite love and mercy, reassures us that He will provide for our every need, especially our 
greatest need for salvation. This verse is a beautiful reminder that we are not alone in our 
journey towards righteousness. We are called to put our trust in God, knowing that He is our 
ultimate source of salvation and righteousness. Have you ever felt overwhelmed by trying to do 
everything on your own? This verse invites us to pause and reflect on the incredible gift of 
God’s grace. Trusting in Him acknowledges that our efforts alone are not enough to attain 
salvation. It is through this trust and reliance on God that we find true peace and fulfillment. 
Knowing that He is faithful and true to His promises, let us lean on Him. 
Understanding what Isaiah 51:1-6 really means 
In Isaiah 51:1-6, we find a message of comfort and hope directed towards the people of Israel 
during their exile in Babylon. The passage begins with a call to those who pursue 
righteousness and seek the Lord, emphasizing the importance of actively seeking to live 
according to God’s will. This call resonates with the promise in Matthew 5:6 that those who 
hunger and thirst for righteousness will be satisfied by God. The metaphorical language in the 
verse, “Look to the rock from which you were cut and to the quarry from which you were hewn,” 
urges the Israelites to remember their spiritual heritage and draw strength from the faith of their 
ancestors, particularly Abraham and Sarah. This call to remember their origins is echoed 
in Genesis 12:1-3, where God promises to make Abraham a great nation, highlighting the roots 
of their faith and God’s faithfulness. The promise that the Lord will comfort Zion and look with 
compassion on all her ruins reassures the people of Israel that God has not forgotten them and 
will restore them. This promise of restoration and comfort reflects the ultimate vision in, where 
God will wipe away every tear and bring an end to suffering. The declaration that God’s 
salvation will last forever and His righteousness will never fail underscores the unchanging and 
reliable nature of God’s promises. Today, this passage remains relevant as it reminds us to 
trust in God’s steadfast promises, draw strength from our spiritual heritage, and find hope in 
God’s restorative power. In times of uncertainty and brokenness, reflecting on the faithfulness 
of God in the past can provide us with renewed strength and hope for the future. By actively 
pursuing righteousness, looking to the unchanging foundation of our faith, and trusting in God’s 
enduring salvation, we can find encouragement and guidance for our spiritual journeys. 
How can we trust in God’s salvation plan? 
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Church Contacts 
                 August 16th 

            22 Worshipped, 21 Communed 
                                      9 Watched Online                   
           31 Total Worshipped                          

             Financial Support                                               
      $795.00 General Fund 
      $160.00 Building Use (Gretel Hansen Voice School)   
      $955.00 Total General Fund Deposit 
  Devotional Time 

Opportunities to Connect with God 
RADIO & TV OPPORTUNITIES 
 Worship Anew—8:00 a.m. Sunday - Comcast channel 184 (TLN) & 8 (SD) , WPWR channel 50, AT&T U-verse channel 1008  (HD) 

& 8 (SD), Dish Network # 8495;  10:30 a.m. Sunday - DIRECTV channel 377 (TCT) 

 The Lutheran Hour    10 a.m. and 6 p.m.   Sundays on 1230 AM; and 9:30 a.m. Sundays on 1580 AM 

PUSH PRAYER meets every Tuesday at 10:00 a.m. to pray for our church, community and world.  We welcome requests 
(call 708-403-9673) or visit our website to send in your prayer request, or join us for 30-40 minutes each week. We are always 
looking for people to join us in prayer to our Lord.  
DEVOTIONAL OF THE. WEEK 13 May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, so that you may 
overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. Romans 15:13    
Dear Heavenly Father, we ask you now to give us all your Holy Spirit, and to give him continually, that he might awaken, 
enlighten, encourage, and enable us to dare to take the small and large steps of moving out of the comfort with which we can 
comfort each other and into hope in you. Turn us away towards you! Do not allow us to hide from you! Do not let us do 
anything without you! Show us how glorious you are and how glorious it is to trust and obey you! We would ask the same for 
all people, that nations and governments may bow to your Word, and that they will be willing to work for justice and peace on 
earth, that your Word may be understood and taken to heart by all those who are poor, sick, imprisoned, troubled, 
oppressed, and unbelieving; that through word and deed your Holy Spirit may be made known to them; and that you may be 
perceived by them as the answer to their sighs and cries; that all Christian churches and confessions may learn to recognize 
him anew and serve you with renewed faithfulness; that your truth may remain bright in all of humanity's error and confusion, 
until such a time as he shall ultimately enlighten all people and all things. You are glorified, you who make us free in Jesus 
Christ, your Son, by confessing and standing on this: that our hope is in you. Amen. 
VERSE OF THE MONTH 23 Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, not for human masters, 
24 since you know that you will receive an inheritance from the Lord as a reward. It is the Lord Christ you are serving. 
Colossians 3:23-24 

This Week at Living Word Page 2 

Church Contacts 

intouchlwlc@yahoo.com 

Ministry Support Coordinator, Diana Motel 
dianamotel@yahoo.com     

  

     Leadership Team  

Neal Hartz  -  President  
Ken Marks—Vice President  
Bill Merchantz - Treasurer 

Diana Motel - Secretary 
         

Members at Large  

Stewardship Snapshot 



 
 

 

  

Page 3 

PRAYER REQUEST for Eleanor Galik as she is recovering at home. She has been very determined to get stronger and better 
with every passing day. She has been doing physical therapy with Marilouise while she was still in town. Eleanor had called me 
earlier this week, to let me know that was still doing ok. She is more steady on the stairs, using her legs more and less with her 
arms pulling herself up, and she is walking for a longer length of time without stopping. Good job Eleanor, we are all so thankful 
for the progress and the updates. I am keeping her pictures in the newsletter till she gets strong and healthy enough to be able 
to come back to church in a couple of months, knowing her, maybe even a little sooner than that. She did tell me that she plans 
on surprising all of us one Sunday, and come to church, we can’t wait. We know you are very determined to get better we just 
don’t want you to overdo it. Take care of yourself and we will keep in touch with you on a regular basis. We all love you!! 

 
  

A LIFE BEYOND AMAZING is the current Bible study that started a couple of weeks ago. David 
Jeremiah is the author of both books. Captured by Grace teaches us that most Christians know 
that they are saved by grace, but some of us don’t realize that we live by grace everyday. The 
lessons in the book will show us how we can apply the principles of God’s grace to our lives. 
Please let Neal know if you are interested in joining either of this study, so he can order enough 
books for everyone. A Life Beyond Amazing shows us how we can be the person God has 
intended us to be. There is a better way to experience life for all of us. It uncovers God’s strategy 
for and challenges us to make nine important decisions that will transform our lives.  

Living Word News 

THANK YOU CARD AND OFFERING was received from Gretel Hansen over the weekend. It reads, “Dear Neal and  
Living Word: Thank you for always being such lovely and gracious hosts over the years! My little voice studio sure 
does appreciate it! Have a wonderful fall season! It’s signed, “All My Best, Gretel.”  The actual card is posted on the 
bulletin board in the fellowship hall. 
COUNCIL MEETING was this Thursday at 7:00pm. Among the topics of discussion were the financial updates, the 
Call committee updates, preschool updates, along with any current issues or concerns.  
THANK YOU to Neal Hartz, Jim McKinney and Ed Baids who worked over the weekend and earlier this week to take 
care of either the fallen tree branches in Linda Boehm’s Garden or the very low hanging branches of the apple tree. 
Neal had come here twice on Saturday and worked on the tree branches that came down in Linda’s Graden during 
the horrible storm last week, and Jim and Ed took care of the very low branches of our apple tree. 
DO YOU NEED HONEY? The Mission of the Month for September is The Dakota Boy’s and Girl’s Ranch, where we 
do our Honey Sunday and get those bottles of honey just in time for fall baking season. Perfect timing for us tea and 
cookie lovers, lol. 
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Mission of the Month 
LUTHERAN SCHOLARSHIP GRANTING ORGANIZATION is the Mission of the Month for August. They are based out 
of Fort Wayne, IN and they help provide grants and scholarships to families that would like to send their children to 
Christian schools. They also provide funding for Christian school programs. 

ALMOST TIME FOR PRESCHOOL Now that VBS is over with, 
and summer is winding down, maybe, lol, and the older kids are 
back at school, it will be time for preschool. School will be 
starting on September 8th, but Open House will be on September 
2nd so all of the kids can drop off their school supplies and find 
their desk and check out the classroom. We will have 3 returning 
students and 4 new ones. We are hoping that history repeats 
itself and she will gain a couple of extra students throughout the 
year. She has also been messaging several parents on a few of 
her Facebook groups that are looking for flexible and/or smaller 
class sizes, so we just might have one or two more by January 
or earlier. Since the class is bigger than usual to start off, she 
has been busy creating a wish list for the classroom. You can 
scan the QR Code to the left, one of Neal’s favorite symbols, lol 
or view the items on the following page for what is needed. Of 
course, I can always email you the link as well. As stated before, 
this isn’t mandatory, it’s just something to help offset the costs 
for our preschool and the teacher too. Thank you to all who 
helped Diana out last year, it was very much appreciated. You 
can save any of your receipts and turn them into the office and I 
will include them on your tax statements. 
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8-23-2026 Message Outline 

“God’s Right Hand” 
 

“Though I walk in the midst of trouble, you preserve my life. 
You stretch out your hand against the anger of my foes; 

with your right hand you save me.” 
Psalm 138:7 

 
 

1) God’s “right hand” RIGHTEOUSNESS saves us. 
     “Listen to me, you who pursue righteousness and who seek the lord. Look to the rock from which you were 
cut and to the quarry from which you were hewn; 2 look to Abraham, your father, and to Sarah, who gave you birth. 
When I called him he was only one man, and I blessed him and made him many. 3 The LORD will surely 
comfort Zion and will look with compassion on all her ruins; he will make her deserts like Eden, her wastelands like 
the garden of the LORD. Joy and gladness will be found in her, thanksgiving and the sound of singing. 4 “Listen to 
me, my people; hear me, my nation: Instruction will go out from me; my justice will become a light to the nations. 
5 My righteousness draws near speedily, my salvation is on the way, and my arm will bring justice to the nations. 
The islands will look to me and wait in hope for my arm. 6 Lift up your eyes to the heavens, look at the earth beneath; 
the heavens will vanish like smoke, the earth will wear out like a garment and its inhabitants die like flies. But my 
salvation will last forever, my righteousness will never fail.              Isaiah 51:1-6 

 

2) God’s “right hand” RENEWING transforms us. 
     33 Oh, the depth of the riches of the wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable his judgments, and his 
paths beyond tracing out! 34 “Who has known the mind of the Lord? Or who has been his counselor?” 35 “Who has 
ever given to God, that God should repay them?” 36 For from him and through him and for him are all things. To 
him be the glory forever! Amen. 12 Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God’s mercy, to offer 
your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God—this is your true and proper worship. 2 Do not conform to 
the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve 
what God’s will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will. 3 For by the grace given me I say to every one of you: Do 
not think of yourself more highly than you ought, but rather think of yourself with sober judgment, in accordance 
with the faith God has distributed to each of you. 4 For just as each of us has one body with many members, and 
these members do not all have the same function, 5 so in Christ we, though many, form one body, and each member 
belongs to all the others. 6 We have different gifts, according to the grace given to each of us. If your gift is 
prophesying, then prophesy in accordance with your faith; 7 if it is serving, then serve; if it is teaching, then teach; 8 if 
it is to encourage, then give encouragement; if it is giving, then give generously; if it is to lead, do it diligently; if it 
is to show mercy, do it cheerfully.                           Romans 11:33-12:8 

 

3) God’s “right hand” ROCK builds us. 
     13 When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do people say the Son of 
Man is?” 14 They replied, “Some say John the Baptist; others say Elijah; and still others, Jeremiah or one of the 
prophets.” 15 “But what about you?” he asked. “Who do you say I am?” 16 Simon Peter answered, “You are the 
Messiah, the Son of the living God.” 17 Jesus replied, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah, for this was not revealed 
to you by flesh and blood, but by my Father in heaven. 18 And I tell you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will 
build my church, and the gates of Hades will not overcome it. 19 I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven; 
whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in 
heaven.” 20 Then he ordered his disciples not to tell anyone that he was the Messiah.  Matthew 16:13-20 
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    PRAYER CHAIN         

     REQUESTS 
       Please call the office 

     for immediate prayers 

Living in the Word...that the 
Word may live in others. 

Living Word 
Lutheran Church 

16301 South Wolf Road 
Orland Park, IL  60467 
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CHURCH OFFICE 
HOURS 

Mon - Fri  9 am - 2 pm 
       

SUNDAY SCHEDULE 
  9:00 am   Adult study 
  10:00 am  Worship 

 

 Setting the Scene for Isaiah 51:1-6 
The scene takes place in the ancient city of Jerusalem, within the walls of the city. The setting 
is a bustling marketplace where people from all walks of life have gathered. The air is filled with 
the sounds of merchants haggling, animals braying, and the chatter of the crowd. The sun 
beats down on the dusty streets, casting long shadows as people go about their daily 
business. Among the crowd are a group of prophets and priests, including Isaiah, who have 
come together to deliver a message from the Lord to the people of Jerusalem. They stand in 
the midst of the marketplace, their voices rising above the noise as they call out to the people 
to listen to the word of the Lord. The prophets are dressed in simple robes, their faces earnest 
and filled with conviction as they speak. As the prophets speak, the people of Jerusalem begin 
to gather around them, drawn by the power and authority of their words. Some listen intently, 
their faces reflecting a mix of fear and awe, while others scoff and turn away, unwilling to heed 
the message being delivered. But the prophets continue to speak, their voices ringing out 
across the marketplace, proclaiming the faithfulness and righteousness of the Lord, and calling 
the people to repentance and renewal. 
What is Isaiah 51:1-6 about? 
Imagine a loving parent who promises to always take care of their child no matter what. God, in 
His infinite love and mercy, reassures us that He will provide for our every need, especially our 
greatest need for salvation. This verse is a beautiful reminder that we are not alone in our 
journey towards righteousness. We are called to put our trust in God, knowing that He is our 
ultimate source of salvation and righteousness. Have you ever felt overwhelmed by trying to do 
everything on your own? This verse invites us to pause and reflect on the incredible gift of 
God’s grace. Trusting in Him acknowledges that our efforts alone are not enough to attain 
salvation. It is through this trust and reliance on God that we find true peace and fulfillment. 
Knowing that He is faithful and true to His promises, let us lean on Him. 
Understanding what Isaiah 51:1-6 really means 
In Isaiah 51:1-6, we find a message of comfort and hope directed towards the people of Israel 
during their exile in Babylon. The passage begins with a call to those who pursue 
righteousness and seek the Lord, emphasizing the importance of actively seeking to live 
according to God’s will. This call resonates with the promise in Matthew 5:6 that those who 
hunger and thirst for righteousness will be satisfied by God. The metaphorical language in the 
verse, “Look to the rock from which you were cut and to the quarry from which you were hewn,” 
urges the Israelites to remember their spiritual heritage and draw strength from the faith of their 
ancestors, particularly Abraham and Sarah. This call to remember their origins is echoed 
in Genesis 12:1-3, where God promises to make Abraham a great nation, highlighting the roots 
of their faith and God’s faithfulness. The promise that the Lord will comfort Zion and look with 
compassion on all her ruins reassures the people of Israel that God has not forgotten them and 
will restore them. This promise of restoration and comfort reflects the ultimate vision in, where 
God will wipe away every tear and bring an end to suffering. The declaration that God’s 
salvation will last forever and His righteousness will never fail underscores the unchanging and 
reliable nature of God’s promises. Today, this passage remains relevant as it reminds us to 
trust in God’s steadfast promises, draw strength from our spiritual heritage, and find hope in 
God’s restorative power. In times of uncertainty and brokenness, reflecting on the faithfulness 
of God in the past can provide us with renewed strength and hope for the future. By actively 
pursuing righteousness, looking to the unchanging foundation of our faith, and trusting in God’s 
enduring salvation, we can find encouragement and guidance for our spiritual journeys. 
How can we trust in God’s salvation plan? 
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Church Contacts 
                 August 16th 

            22 Worshipped, 21 Communed 
                                      9 Watched Online                   
           31 Total Worshipped                          

             Financial Support                                               
      $795.00 General Fund 
      $160.00 Building Use (Gretel Hansen Voice School)   
      $955.00 Total General Fund Deposit 
  Devotional Time 

Opportunities to Connect with God 
RADIO & TV OPPORTUNITIES 
 Worship Anew—8:00 a.m. Sunday - Comcast channel 184 (TLN) & 8 (SD) , WPWR channel 50, AT&T U-verse channel 1008  (HD) 

& 8 (SD), Dish Network # 8495;  10:30 a.m. Sunday - DIRECTV channel 377 (TCT) 

 The Lutheran Hour    10 a.m. and 6 p.m.   Sundays on 1230 AM; and 9:30 a.m. Sundays on 1580 AM 

PUSH PRAYER meets every Tuesday at 10:00 a.m. to pray for our church, community and world.  We welcome requests 
(call 708-403-9673) or visit our website to send in your prayer request, or join us for 30-40 minutes each week. We are always 
looking for people to join us in prayer to our Lord.  
DEVOTIONAL OF THE. WEEK 13 May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, so that you may 
overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. Romans 15:13    
Dear Heavenly Father, we ask you now to give us all your Holy Spirit, and to give him continually, that he might awaken, 
enlighten, encourage, and enable us to dare to take the small and large steps of moving out of the comfort with which we can 
comfort each other and into hope in you. Turn us away towards you! Do not allow us to hide from you! Do not let us do 
anything without you! Show us how glorious you are and how glorious it is to trust and obey you! We would ask the same for 
all people, that nations and governments may bow to your Word, and that they will be willing to work for justice and peace on 
earth, that your Word may be understood and taken to heart by all those who are poor, sick, imprisoned, troubled, 
oppressed, and unbelieving; that through word and deed your Holy Spirit may be made known to them; and that you may be 
perceived by them as the answer to their sighs and cries; that all Christian churches and confessions may learn to recognize 
him anew and serve you with renewed faithfulness; that your truth may remain bright in all of humanity's error and confusion, 
until such a time as he shall ultimately enlighten all people and all things. You are glorified, you who make us free in Jesus 
Christ, your Son, by confessing and standing on this: that our hope is in you. Amen. 
VERSE OF THE MONTH 23 Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, not for human masters, 
24 since you know that you will receive an inheritance from the Lord as a reward. It is the Lord Christ you are serving. 
Colossians 3:23-24 
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PRAYER REQUEST for Eleanor Galik as she is recovering at home. She has been very determined to get stronger and better 
with every passing day. She has been doing physical therapy with Marilouise while she was still in town. Eleanor had called me 
earlier this week, to let me know that was still doing ok. She is more steady on the stairs, using her legs more and less with her 
arms pulling herself up, and she is walking for a longer length of time without stopping. Good job Eleanor, we are all so thankful 
for the progress and the updates. I am keeping her pictures in the newsletter till she gets strong and healthy enough to be able 
to come back to church in a couple of months, knowing her, maybe even a little sooner than that. She did tell me that she plans 
on surprising all of us one Sunday, and come to church, we can’t wait. We know you are very determined to get better we just 
don’t want you to overdo it. Take care of yourself and we will keep in touch with you on a regular basis. We all love you!! 

 
  

A LIFE BEYOND AMAZING is the current Bible study that started a couple of weeks ago. David 
Jeremiah is the author of both books. Captured by Grace teaches us that most Christians know 
that they are saved by grace, but some of us don’t realize that we live by grace everyday. The 
lessons in the book will show us how we can apply the principles of God’s grace to our lives. 
Please let Neal know if you are interested in joining either of this study, so he can order enough 
books for everyone. A Life Beyond Amazing shows us how we can be the person God has 
intended us to be. There is a better way to experience life for all of us. It uncovers God’s strategy 
for and challenges us to make nine important decisions that will transform our lives.  

Living Word News 

THANK YOU CARD AND OFFERING was received from Gretel Hansen over the weekend. It reads, “Dear Neal and  
Living Word: Thank you for always being such lovely and gracious hosts over the years! My little voice studio sure 
does appreciate it! Have a wonderful fall season! It’s signed, “All My Best, Gretel.”  The actual card is posted on the 
bulletin board in the fellowship hall. 
COUNCIL MEETING was this Thursday at 7:00pm. Among the topics of discussion were the financial updates, the 
Call committee updates, preschool updates, along with any current issues or concerns.  
THANK YOU to Neal Hartz, Jim McKinney and Ed Baids who worked over the weekend and earlier this week to take 
care of either the fallen tree branches in Linda Boehm’s Garden or the very low hanging branches of the apple tree. 
Neal had come here twice on Saturday and worked on the tree branches that came down in Linda’s Graden during 
the horrible storm last week, and Jim and Ed took care of the very low branches of our apple tree. 
DO YOU NEED HONEY? The Mission of the Month for September is The Dakota Boy’s and Girl’s Ranch, where we 
do our Honey Sunday and get those bottles of honey just in time for fall baking season. Perfect timing for us tea and 
cookie lovers, lol. 
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Mission of the Month 
LUTHERAN SCHOLARSHIP GRANTING ORGANIZATION is the Mission of the Month for August. They are based out 
of Fort Wayne, IN and they help provide grants and scholarships to families that would like to send their children to 
Christian schools. They also provide funding for Christian school programs. 

ALMOST TIME FOR PRESCHOOL Now that VBS is over with, 
and summer is winding down, maybe, lol, and the older kids are 
back at school, it will be time for preschool. School will be 
starting on September 8th, but Open House will be on September 
2nd so all of the kids can drop off their school supplies and find 
their desk and check out the classroom. We will have 3 returning 
students and 4 new ones. We are hoping that history repeats 
itself and she will gain a couple of extra students throughout the 
year. She has also been messaging several parents on a few of 
her Facebook groups that are looking for flexible and/or smaller 
class sizes, so we just might have one or two more by January 
or earlier. Since the class is bigger than usual to start off, she 
has been busy creating a wish list for the classroom. You can 
scan the QR Code to the left, one of Neal’s favorite symbols, lol 
or view the items on the following page for what is needed. Of 
course, I can always email you the link as well. As stated before, 
this isn’t mandatory, it’s just something to help offset the costs 
for our preschool and the teacher too. Thank you to all who 
helped Diana out last year, it was very much appreciated. You 
can save any of your receipts and turn them into the office and I 
will include them on your tax statements. 

 

Preschool News 



 
 

 

  

Preschool Wish List 
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8-23-2026 Message Outline 

“God’s Right Hand” 
 

“Though I walk in the midst of trouble, you preserve my life. 
You stretch out your hand against the anger of my foes; 

with your right hand you save me.” 
Psalm 138:7 

 
 

1) God’s “right hand” RIGHTEOUSNESS saves us. 
     “Listen to me, you who pursue righteousness and who seek the lord. Look to the rock from which you were 
cut and to the quarry from which you were hewn; 2 look to Abraham, your father, and to Sarah, who gave you birth. 
When I called him he was only one man, and I blessed him and made him many. 3 The LORD will surely 
comfort Zion and will look with compassion on all her ruins; he will make her deserts like Eden, her wastelands like 
the garden of the LORD. Joy and gladness will be found in her, thanksgiving and the sound of singing. 4 “Listen to 
me, my people; hear me, my nation: Instruction will go out from me; my justice will become a light to the nations. 
5 My righteousness draws near speedily, my salvation is on the way, and my arm will bring justice to the nations. 
The islands will look to me and wait in hope for my arm. 6 Lift up your eyes to the heavens, look at the earth beneath; 
the heavens will vanish like smoke, the earth will wear out like a garment and its inhabitants die like flies. But my 
salvation will last forever, my righteousness will never fail.              Isaiah 51:1-6 

 

2) God’s “right hand” RENEWING transforms us. 
     33 Oh, the depth of the riches of the wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable his judgments, and his 
paths beyond tracing out! 34 “Who has known the mind of the Lord? Or who has been his counselor?” 35 “Who has 
ever given to God, that God should repay them?” 36 For from him and through him and for him are all things. To 
him be the glory forever! Amen. 12 Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God’s mercy, to offer 
your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God—this is your true and proper worship. 2 Do not conform to 
the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve 
what God’s will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will. 3 For by the grace given me I say to every one of you: Do 
not think of yourself more highly than you ought, but rather think of yourself with sober judgment, in accordance 
with the faith God has distributed to each of you. 4 For just as each of us has one body with many members, and 
these members do not all have the same function, 5 so in Christ we, though many, form one body, and each member 
belongs to all the others. 6 We have different gifts, according to the grace given to each of us. If your gift is 
prophesying, then prophesy in accordance with your faith; 7 if it is serving, then serve; if it is teaching, then teach; 8 if 
it is to encourage, then give encouragement; if it is giving, then give generously; if it is to lead, do it diligently; if it 
is to show mercy, do it cheerfully.                           Romans 11:33-12:8 

 

3) God’s “right hand” ROCK builds us. 
     13 When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do people say the Son of 
Man is?” 14 They replied, “Some say John the Baptist; others say Elijah; and still others, Jeremiah or one of the 
prophets.” 15 “But what about you?” he asked. “Who do you say I am?” 16 Simon Peter answered, “You are the 
Messiah, the Son of the living God.” 17 Jesus replied, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah, for this was not revealed 
to you by flesh and blood, but by my Father in heaven. 18 And I tell you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will 
build my church, and the gates of Hades will not overcome it. 19 I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven; 
whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in 
heaven.” 20 Then he ordered his disciples not to tell anyone that he was the Messiah.  Matthew 16:13-20 
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 Setting the Scene for Isaiah 51:1-6 
The scene takes place in the ancient city of Jerusalem, within the walls of the city. The setting 
is a bustling marketplace where people from all walks of life have gathered. The air is filled with 
the sounds of merchants haggling, animals braying, and the chatter of the crowd. The sun 
beats down on the dusty streets, casting long shadows as people go about their daily 
business. Among the crowd are a group of prophets and priests, including Isaiah, who have 
come together to deliver a message from the Lord to the people of Jerusalem. They stand in 
the midst of the marketplace, their voices rising above the noise as they call out to the people 
to listen to the word of the Lord. The prophets are dressed in simple robes, their faces earnest 
and filled with conviction as they speak. As the prophets speak, the people of Jerusalem begin 
to gather around them, drawn by the power and authority of their words. Some listen intently, 
their faces reflecting a mix of fear and awe, while others scoff and turn away, unwilling to heed 
the message being delivered. But the prophets continue to speak, their voices ringing out 
across the marketplace, proclaiming the faithfulness and righteousness of the Lord, and calling 
the people to repentance and renewal. 
What is Isaiah 51:1-6 about? 
Imagine a loving parent who promises to always take care of their child no matter what. God, in 
His infinite love and mercy, reassures us that He will provide for our every need, especially our 
greatest need for salvation. This verse is a beautiful reminder that we are not alone in our 
journey towards righteousness. We are called to put our trust in God, knowing that He is our 
ultimate source of salvation and righteousness. Have you ever felt overwhelmed by trying to do 
everything on your own? This verse invites us to pause and reflect on the incredible gift of 
God’s grace. Trusting in Him acknowledges that our efforts alone are not enough to attain 
salvation. It is through this trust and reliance on God that we find true peace and fulfillment. 
Knowing that He is faithful and true to His promises, let us lean on Him. 
Understanding what Isaiah 51:1-6 really means 
In Isaiah 51:1-6, we find a message of comfort and hope directed towards the people of Israel 
during their exile in Babylon. The passage begins with a call to those who pursue 
righteousness and seek the Lord, emphasizing the importance of actively seeking to live 
according to God’s will. This call resonates with the promise in Matthew 5:6 that those who 
hunger and thirst for righteousness will be satisfied by God. The metaphorical language in the 
verse, “Look to the rock from which you were cut and to the quarry from which you were hewn,” 
urges the Israelites to remember their spiritual heritage and draw strength from the faith of their 
ancestors, particularly Abraham and Sarah. This call to remember their origins is echoed 
in Genesis 12:1-3, where God promises to make Abraham a great nation, highlighting the roots 
of their faith and God’s faithfulness. The promise that the Lord will comfort Zion and look with 
compassion on all her ruins reassures the people of Israel that God has not forgotten them and 
will restore them. This promise of restoration and comfort reflects the ultimate vision in, where 
God will wipe away every tear and bring an end to suffering. The declaration that God’s 
salvation will last forever and His righteousness will never fail underscores the unchanging and 
reliable nature of God’s promises. Today, this passage remains relevant as it reminds us to 
trust in God’s steadfast promises, draw strength from our spiritual heritage, and find hope in 
God’s restorative power. In times of uncertainty and brokenness, reflecting on the faithfulness 
of God in the past can provide us with renewed strength and hope for the future. By actively 
pursuing righteousness, looking to the unchanging foundation of our faith, and trusting in God’s 
enduring salvation, we can find encouragement and guidance for our spiritual journeys. 
How can we trust in God’s salvation plan? 
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Church Contacts 
                 August 16th 

            22 Worshipped, 21 Communed 
                                      9 Watched Online                   
           31 Total Worshipped                          

             Financial Support                                               
      $795.00 General Fund 
      $160.00 Building Use (Gretel Hansen Voice School)   
      $955.00 Total General Fund Deposit 
  Devotional Time 

Opportunities to Connect with God 
RADIO & TV OPPORTUNITIES 
 Worship Anew—8:00 a.m. Sunday - Comcast channel 184 (TLN) & 8 (SD) , WPWR channel 50, AT&T U-verse channel 1008  (HD) 

& 8 (SD), Dish Network # 8495;  10:30 a.m. Sunday - DIRECTV channel 377 (TCT) 

 The Lutheran Hour    10 a.m. and 6 p.m.   Sundays on 1230 AM; and 9:30 a.m. Sundays on 1580 AM 

PUSH PRAYER meets every Tuesday at 10:00 a.m. to pray for our church, community and world.  We welcome requests 
(call 708-403-9673) or visit our website to send in your prayer request, or join us for 30-40 minutes each week. We are always 
looking for people to join us in prayer to our Lord.  
DEVOTIONAL OF THE. WEEK 13 May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, so that you may 
overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. Romans 15:13    
Dear Heavenly Father, we ask you now to give us all your Holy Spirit, and to give him continually, that he might awaken, 
enlighten, encourage, and enable us to dare to take the small and large steps of moving out of the comfort with which we can 
comfort each other and into hope in you. Turn us away towards you! Do not allow us to hide from you! Do not let us do 
anything without you! Show us how glorious you are and how glorious it is to trust and obey you! We would ask the same for 
all people, that nations and governments may bow to your Word, and that they will be willing to work for justice and peace on 
earth, that your Word may be understood and taken to heart by all those who are poor, sick, imprisoned, troubled, 
oppressed, and unbelieving; that through word and deed your Holy Spirit may be made known to them; and that you may be 
perceived by them as the answer to their sighs and cries; that all Christian churches and confessions may learn to recognize 
him anew and serve you with renewed faithfulness; that your truth may remain bright in all of humanity's error and confusion, 
until such a time as he shall ultimately enlighten all people and all things. You are glorified, you who make us free in Jesus 
Christ, your Son, by confessing and standing on this: that our hope is in you. Amen. 
VERSE OF THE MONTH 23 Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, not for human masters, 
24 since you know that you will receive an inheritance from the Lord as a reward. It is the Lord Christ you are serving. 
Colossians 3:23-24 
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PRAYER REQUEST for Eleanor Galik as she is recovering at home. She has been very determined to get stronger and better 
with every passing day. She has been doing physical therapy with Marilouise while she was still in town. Eleanor had called me 
earlier this week, to let me know that was still doing ok. She is more steady on the stairs, using her legs more and less with her 
arms pulling herself up, and she is walking for a longer length of time without stopping. Good job Eleanor, we are all so thankful 
for the progress and the updates. I am keeping her pictures in the newsletter till she gets strong and healthy enough to be able 
to come back to church in a couple of months, knowing her, maybe even a little sooner than that. She did tell me that she plans 
on surprising all of us one Sunday, and come to church, we can’t wait. We know you are very determined to get better we just 
don’t want you to overdo it. Take care of yourself and we will keep in touch with you on a regular basis. We all love you!! 

 
  

A LIFE BEYOND AMAZING is the current Bible study that started a couple of weeks ago. David 
Jeremiah is the author of both books. Captured by Grace teaches us that most Christians know 
that they are saved by grace, but some of us don’t realize that we live by grace everyday. The 
lessons in the book will show us how we can apply the principles of God’s grace to our lives. 
Please let Neal know if you are interested in joining either of this study, so he can order enough 
books for everyone. A Life Beyond Amazing shows us how we can be the person God has 
intended us to be. There is a better way to experience life for all of us. It uncovers God’s strategy 
for and challenges us to make nine important decisions that will transform our lives.  

Living Word News 

THANK YOU CARD AND OFFERING was received from Gretel Hansen over the weekend. It reads, “Dear Neal and  
Living Word: Thank you for always being such lovely and gracious hosts over the years! My little voice studio sure 
does appreciate it! Have a wonderful fall season! It’s signed, “All My Best, Gretel.”  The actual card is posted on the 
bulletin board in the fellowship hall. 
COUNCIL MEETING was this Thursday at 7:00pm. Among the topics of discussion were the financial updates, the 
Call committee updates, preschool updates, along with any current issues or concerns.  
THANK YOU to Neal Hartz, Jim McKinney and Ed Baids who worked over the weekend and earlier this week to take 
care of either the fallen tree branches in Linda Boehm’s Garden or the very low hanging branches of the apple tree. 
Neal had come here twice on Saturday and worked on the tree branches that came down in Linda’s Graden during 
the horrible storm last week, and Jim and Ed took care of the very low branches of our apple tree. 
DO YOU NEED HONEY? The Mission of the Month for September is The Dakota Boy’s and Girl’s Ranch, where we 
do our Honey Sunday and get those bottles of honey just in time for fall baking season. Perfect timing for us tea and 
cookie lovers, lol. 
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Mission of the Month 
LUTHERAN SCHOLARSHIP GRANTING ORGANIZATION is the Mission of the Month for August. They are based out 
of Fort Wayne, IN and they help provide grants and scholarships to families that would like to send their children to 
Christian schools. They also provide funding for Christian school programs. 

ALMOST TIME FOR PRESCHOOL Now that VBS is over with, 
and summer is winding down, maybe, lol, and the older kids are 
back at school, it will be time for preschool. School will be 
starting on September 8th, but Open House will be on September 
2nd so all of the kids can drop off their school supplies and find 
their desk and check out the classroom. We will have 3 returning 
students and 4 new ones. We are hoping that history repeats 
itself and she will gain a couple of extra students throughout the 
year. She has also been messaging several parents on a few of 
her Facebook groups that are looking for flexible and/or smaller 
class sizes, so we just might have one or two more by January 
or earlier. Since the class is bigger than usual to start off, she 
has been busy creating a wish list for the classroom. You can 
scan the QR Code to the left, one of Neal’s favorite symbols, lol 
or view the items on the following page for what is needed. Of 
course, I can always email you the link as well. As stated before, 
this isn’t mandatory, it’s just something to help offset the costs 
for our preschool and the teacher too. Thank you to all who 
helped Diana out last year, it was very much appreciated. You 
can save any of your receipts and turn them into the office and I 
will include them on your tax statements. 

 

Preschool News 



 
 

 

  

Preschool Wish List 
Page 5 

 



 
 

 

Page 6 
 

8-23-2026 Message Outline 

“God’s Right Hand” 
 

“Though I walk in the midst of trouble, you preserve my life. 
You stretch out your hand against the anger of my foes; 

with your right hand you save me.” 
Psalm 138:7 

 
 

1) God’s “right hand” RIGHTEOUSNESS saves us. 
     “Listen to me, you who pursue righteousness and who seek the lord. Look to the rock from which you were 
cut and to the quarry from which you were hewn; 2 look to Abraham, your father, and to Sarah, who gave you birth. 
When I called him he was only one man, and I blessed him and made him many. 3 The LORD will surely 
comfort Zion and will look with compassion on all her ruins; he will make her deserts like Eden, her wastelands like 
the garden of the LORD. Joy and gladness will be found in her, thanksgiving and the sound of singing. 4 “Listen to 
me, my people; hear me, my nation: Instruction will go out from me; my justice will become a light to the nations. 
5 My righteousness draws near speedily, my salvation is on the way, and my arm will bring justice to the nations. 
The islands will look to me and wait in hope for my arm. 6 Lift up your eyes to the heavens, look at the earth beneath; 
the heavens will vanish like smoke, the earth will wear out like a garment and its inhabitants die like flies. But my 
salvation will last forever, my righteousness will never fail.              Isaiah 51:1-6 

 

2) God’s “right hand” RENEWING transforms us. 
     33 Oh, the depth of the riches of the wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable his judgments, and his 
paths beyond tracing out! 34 “Who has known the mind of the Lord? Or who has been his counselor?” 35 “Who has 
ever given to God, that God should repay them?” 36 For from him and through him and for him are all things. To 
him be the glory forever! Amen. 12 Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God’s mercy, to offer 
your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God—this is your true and proper worship. 2 Do not conform to 
the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve 
what God’s will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will. 3 For by the grace given me I say to every one of you: Do 
not think of yourself more highly than you ought, but rather think of yourself with sober judgment, in accordance 
with the faith God has distributed to each of you. 4 For just as each of us has one body with many members, and 
these members do not all have the same function, 5 so in Christ we, though many, form one body, and each member 
belongs to all the others. 6 We have different gifts, according to the grace given to each of us. If your gift is 
prophesying, then prophesy in accordance with your faith; 7 if it is serving, then serve; if it is teaching, then teach; 8 if 
it is to encourage, then give encouragement; if it is giving, then give generously; if it is to lead, do it diligently; if it 
is to show mercy, do it cheerfully.                           Romans 11:33-12:8 

 

3) God’s “right hand” ROCK builds us. 
     13 When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do people say the Son of 
Man is?” 14 They replied, “Some say John the Baptist; others say Elijah; and still others, Jeremiah or one of the 
prophets.” 15 “But what about you?” he asked. “Who do you say I am?” 16 Simon Peter answered, “You are the 
Messiah, the Son of the living God.” 17 Jesus replied, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah, for this was not revealed 
to you by flesh and blood, but by my Father in heaven. 18 And I tell you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will 
build my church, and the gates of Hades will not overcome it. 19 I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven; 
whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in 
heaven.” 20 Then he ordered his disciples not to tell anyone that he was the Messiah.  Matthew 16:13-20 
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    PRAYER CHAIN         

     REQUESTS 
       Please call the office 

     for immediate prayers 

Living in the Word...that the 
Word may live in others. 

Living Word 
Lutheran Church 

16301 South Wolf Road 
Orland Park, IL  60467 

      
livingwordorland.org 

intouchlwlc@yahoo.com 
       

CHURCH OFFICE 
HOURS 

Mon - Fri  9 am - 2 pm 
       

SUNDAY SCHEDULE 
  9:00 am   Adult study 
  10:00 am  Worship 

 

 Setting the Scene for Isaiah 51:1-6 
The scene takes place in the ancient city of Jerusalem, within the walls of the city. The setting 
is a bustling marketplace where people from all walks of life have gathered. The air is filled with 
the sounds of merchants haggling, animals braying, and the chatter of the crowd. The sun 
beats down on the dusty streets, casting long shadows as people go about their daily 
business. Among the crowd are a group of prophets and priests, including Isaiah, who have 
come together to deliver a message from the Lord to the people of Jerusalem. They stand in 
the midst of the marketplace, their voices rising above the noise as they call out to the people 
to listen to the word of the Lord. The prophets are dressed in simple robes, their faces earnest 
and filled with conviction as they speak. As the prophets speak, the people of Jerusalem begin 
to gather around them, drawn by the power and authority of their words. Some listen intently, 
their faces reflecting a mix of fear and awe, while others scoff and turn away, unwilling to heed 
the message being delivered. But the prophets continue to speak, their voices ringing out 
across the marketplace, proclaiming the faithfulness and righteousness of the Lord, and calling 
the people to repentance and renewal. 
What is Isaiah 51:1-6 about? 
Imagine a loving parent who promises to always take care of their child no matter what. God, in 
His infinite love and mercy, reassures us that He will provide for our every need, especially our 
greatest need for salvation. This verse is a beautiful reminder that we are not alone in our 
journey towards righteousness. We are called to put our trust in God, knowing that He is our 
ultimate source of salvation and righteousness. Have you ever felt overwhelmed by trying to do 
everything on your own? This verse invites us to pause and reflect on the incredible gift of 
God’s grace. Trusting in Him acknowledges that our efforts alone are not enough to attain 
salvation. It is through this trust and reliance on God that we find true peace and fulfillment. 
Knowing that He is faithful and true to His promises, let us lean on Him. 
Understanding what Isaiah 51:1-6 really means 
In Isaiah 51:1-6, we find a message of comfort and hope directed towards the people of Israel 
during their exile in Babylon. The passage begins with a call to those who pursue 
righteousness and seek the Lord, emphasizing the importance of actively seeking to live 
according to God’s will. This call resonates with the promise in Matthew 5:6 that those who 
hunger and thirst for righteousness will be satisfied by God. The metaphorical language in the 
verse, “Look to the rock from which you were cut and to the quarry from which you were hewn,” 
urges the Israelites to remember their spiritual heritage and draw strength from the faith of their 
ancestors, particularly Abraham and Sarah. This call to remember their origins is echoed 
in Genesis 12:1-3, where God promises to make Abraham a great nation, highlighting the roots 
of their faith and God’s faithfulness. The promise that the Lord will comfort Zion and look with 
compassion on all her ruins reassures the people of Israel that God has not forgotten them and 
will restore them. This promise of restoration and comfort reflects the ultimate vision in, where 
God will wipe away every tear and bring an end to suffering. The declaration that God’s 
salvation will last forever and His righteousness will never fail underscores the unchanging and 
reliable nature of God’s promises. Today, this passage remains relevant as it reminds us to 
trust in God’s steadfast promises, draw strength from our spiritual heritage, and find hope in 
God’s restorative power. In times of uncertainty and brokenness, reflecting on the faithfulness 
of God in the past can provide us with renewed strength and hope for the future. By actively 
pursuing righteousness, looking to the unchanging foundation of our faith, and trusting in God’s 
enduring salvation, we can find encouragement and guidance for our spiritual journeys. 
How can we trust in God’s salvation plan? 
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Church Contacts 
                 August 16th 

            22 Worshipped, 21 Communed 
                                      9 Watched Online                   
           31 Total Worshipped                          

             Financial Support                                               
      $795.00 General Fund 
      $160.00 Building Use (Gretel Hansen Voice School)   
      $955.00 Total General Fund Deposit 
  Devotional Time 

Opportunities to Connect with God 
RADIO & TV OPPORTUNITIES 
 Worship Anew—8:00 a.m. Sunday - Comcast channel 184 (TLN) & 8 (SD) , WPWR channel 50, AT&T U-verse channel 1008  (HD) 

& 8 (SD), Dish Network # 8495;  10:30 a.m. Sunday - DIRECTV channel 377 (TCT) 

 The Lutheran Hour    10 a.m. and 6 p.m.   Sundays on 1230 AM; and 9:30 a.m. Sundays on 1580 AM 

PUSH PRAYER meets every Tuesday at 10:00 a.m. to pray for our church, community and world.  We welcome requests 
(call 708-403-9673) or visit our website to send in your prayer request, or join us for 30-40 minutes each week. We are always 
looking for people to join us in prayer to our Lord.  
DEVOTIONAL OF THE. WEEK 13 May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, so that you may 
overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. Romans 15:13    
Dear Heavenly Father, we ask you now to give us all your Holy Spirit, and to give him continually, that he might awaken, 
enlighten, encourage, and enable us to dare to take the small and large steps of moving out of the comfort with which we can 
comfort each other and into hope in you. Turn us away towards you! Do not allow us to hide from you! Do not let us do 
anything without you! Show us how glorious you are and how glorious it is to trust and obey you! We would ask the same for 
all people, that nations and governments may bow to your Word, and that they will be willing to work for justice and peace on 
earth, that your Word may be understood and taken to heart by all those who are poor, sick, imprisoned, troubled, 
oppressed, and unbelieving; that through word and deed your Holy Spirit may be made known to them; and that you may be 
perceived by them as the answer to their sighs and cries; that all Christian churches and confessions may learn to recognize 
him anew and serve you with renewed faithfulness; that your truth may remain bright in all of humanity's error and confusion, 
until such a time as he shall ultimately enlighten all people and all things. You are glorified, you who make us free in Jesus 
Christ, your Son, by confessing and standing on this: that our hope is in you. Amen. 
VERSE OF THE MONTH 23 Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, not for human masters, 
24 since you know that you will receive an inheritance from the Lord as a reward. It is the Lord Christ you are serving. 
Colossians 3:23-24 
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PRAYER REQUEST for Eleanor Galik as she is recovering at home. She has been very determined to get stronger and better 
with every passing day. She has been doing physical therapy with Marilouise while she was still in town. Eleanor had called me 
earlier this week, to let me know that was still doing ok. She is more steady on the stairs, using her legs more and less with her 
arms pulling herself up, and she is walking for a longer length of time without stopping. Good job Eleanor, we are all so thankful 
for the progress and the updates. I am keeping her pictures in the newsletter till she gets strong and healthy enough to be able 
to come back to church in a couple of months, knowing her, maybe even a little sooner than that. She did tell me that she plans 
on surprising all of us one Sunday, and come to church, we can’t wait. We know you are very determined to get better we just 
don’t want you to overdo it. Take care of yourself and we will keep in touch with you on a regular basis. We all love you!! 

 
  

A LIFE BEYOND AMAZING is the current Bible study that started a couple of weeks ago. David 
Jeremiah is the author of both books. Captured by Grace teaches us that most Christians know 
that they are saved by grace, but some of us don’t realize that we live by grace everyday. The 
lessons in the book will show us how we can apply the principles of God’s grace to our lives. 
Please let Neal know if you are interested in joining either of this study, so he can order enough 
books for everyone. A Life Beyond Amazing shows us how we can be the person God has 
intended us to be. There is a better way to experience life for all of us. It uncovers God’s strategy 
for and challenges us to make nine important decisions that will transform our lives.  

Living Word News 

THANK YOU CARD AND OFFERING was received from Gretel Hansen over the weekend. It reads, “Dear Neal and  
Living Word: Thank you for always being such lovely and gracious hosts over the years! My little voice studio sure 
does appreciate it! Have a wonderful fall season! It’s signed, “All My Best, Gretel.”  The actual card is posted on the 
bulletin board in the fellowship hall. 
COUNCIL MEETING was this Thursday at 7:00pm. Among the topics of discussion were the financial updates, the 
Call committee updates, preschool updates, along with any current issues or concerns.  
THANK YOU to Neal Hartz, Jim McKinney and Ed Baids who worked over the weekend and earlier this week to take 
care of either the fallen tree branches in Linda Boehm’s Garden or the very low hanging branches of the apple tree. 
Neal had come here twice on Saturday and worked on the tree branches that came down in Linda’s Graden during 
the horrible storm last week, and Jim and Ed took care of the very low branches of our apple tree. 
DO YOU NEED HONEY? The Mission of the Month for September is The Dakota Boy’s and Girl’s Ranch, where we 
do our Honey Sunday and get those bottles of honey just in time for fall baking season. Perfect timing for us tea and 
cookie lovers, lol. 
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Mission of the Month 
LUTHERAN SCHOLARSHIP GRANTING ORGANIZATION is the Mission of the Month for August. They are based out 
of Fort Wayne, IN and they help provide grants and scholarships to families that would like to send their children to 
Christian schools. They also provide funding for Christian school programs. 

ALMOST TIME FOR PRESCHOOL Now that VBS is over with, 
and summer is winding down, maybe, lol, and the older kids are 
back at school, it will be time for preschool. School will be 
starting on September 8th, but Open House will be on September 
2nd so all of the kids can drop off their school supplies and find 
their desk and check out the classroom. We will have 3 returning 
students and 4 new ones. We are hoping that history repeats 
itself and she will gain a couple of extra students throughout the 
year. She has also been messaging several parents on a few of 
her Facebook groups that are looking for flexible and/or smaller 
class sizes, so we just might have one or two more by January 
or earlier. Since the class is bigger than usual to start off, she 
has been busy creating a wish list for the classroom. You can 
scan the QR Code to the left, one of Neal’s favorite symbols, lol 
or view the items on the following page for what is needed. Of 
course, I can always email you the link as well. As stated before, 
this isn’t mandatory, it’s just something to help offset the costs 
for our preschool and the teacher too. Thank you to all who 
helped Diana out last year, it was very much appreciated. You 
can save any of your receipts and turn them into the office and I 
will include them on your tax statements. 

 

Preschool News 
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8-23-2026 Message Outline 

“God’s Right Hand” 
 

“Though I walk in the midst of trouble, you preserve my life. 
You stretch out your hand against the anger of my foes; 

with your right hand you save me.” 
Psalm 138:7 

 
 

1) God’s “right hand” RIGHTEOUSNESS saves us. 
     “Listen to me, you who pursue righteousness and who seek the lord. Look to the rock from which you were 
cut and to the quarry from which you were hewn; 2 look to Abraham, your father, and to Sarah, who gave you birth. 
When I called him he was only one man, and I blessed him and made him many. 3 The LORD will surely 
comfort Zion and will look with compassion on all her ruins; he will make her deserts like Eden, her wastelands like 
the garden of the LORD. Joy and gladness will be found in her, thanksgiving and the sound of singing. 4 “Listen to 
me, my people; hear me, my nation: Instruction will go out from me; my justice will become a light to the nations. 
5 My righteousness draws near speedily, my salvation is on the way, and my arm will bring justice to the nations. 
The islands will look to me and wait in hope for my arm. 6 Lift up your eyes to the heavens, look at the earth beneath; 
the heavens will vanish like smoke, the earth will wear out like a garment and its inhabitants die like flies. But my 
salvation will last forever, my righteousness will never fail.              Isaiah 51:1-6 

 

2) God’s “right hand” RENEWING transforms us. 
     33 Oh, the depth of the riches of the wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable his judgments, and his 
paths beyond tracing out! 34 “Who has known the mind of the Lord? Or who has been his counselor?” 35 “Who has 
ever given to God, that God should repay them?” 36 For from him and through him and for him are all things. To 
him be the glory forever! Amen. 12 Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God’s mercy, to offer 
your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God—this is your true and proper worship. 2 Do not conform to 
the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve 
what God’s will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will. 3 For by the grace given me I say to every one of you: Do 
not think of yourself more highly than you ought, but rather think of yourself with sober judgment, in accordance 
with the faith God has distributed to each of you. 4 For just as each of us has one body with many members, and 
these members do not all have the same function, 5 so in Christ we, though many, form one body, and each member 
belongs to all the others. 6 We have different gifts, according to the grace given to each of us. If your gift is 
prophesying, then prophesy in accordance with your faith; 7 if it is serving, then serve; if it is teaching, then teach; 8 if 
it is to encourage, then give encouragement; if it is giving, then give generously; if it is to lead, do it diligently; if it 
is to show mercy, do it cheerfully.                           Romans 11:33-12:8 

 

3) God’s “right hand” ROCK builds us. 
     13 When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do people say the Son of 
Man is?” 14 They replied, “Some say John the Baptist; others say Elijah; and still others, Jeremiah or one of the 
prophets.” 15 “But what about you?” he asked. “Who do you say I am?” 16 Simon Peter answered, “You are the 
Messiah, the Son of the living God.” 17 Jesus replied, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah, for this was not revealed 
to you by flesh and blood, but by my Father in heaven. 18 And I tell you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will 
build my church, and the gates of Hades will not overcome it. 19 I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven; 
whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in 
heaven.” 20 Then he ordered his disciples not to tell anyone that he was the Messiah.  Matthew 16:13-20 
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 Setting the Scene for Isaiah 51:1-6 
The scene takes place in the ancient city of Jerusalem, within the walls of the city. The setting 
is a bustling marketplace where people from all walks of life have gathered. The air is filled with 
the sounds of merchants haggling, animals braying, and the chatter of the crowd. The sun 
beats down on the dusty streets, casting long shadows as people go about their daily 
business. Among the crowd are a group of prophets and priests, including Isaiah, who have 
come together to deliver a message from the Lord to the people of Jerusalem. They stand in 
the midst of the marketplace, their voices rising above the noise as they call out to the people 
to listen to the word of the Lord. The prophets are dressed in simple robes, their faces earnest 
and filled with conviction as they speak. As the prophets speak, the people of Jerusalem begin 
to gather around them, drawn by the power and authority of their words. Some listen intently, 
their faces reflecting a mix of fear and awe, while others scoff and turn away, unwilling to heed 
the message being delivered. But the prophets continue to speak, their voices ringing out 
across the marketplace, proclaiming the faithfulness and righteousness of the Lord, and calling 
the people to repentance and renewal. 
What is Isaiah 51:1-6 about? 
Imagine a loving parent who promises to always take care of their child no matter what. God, in 
His infinite love and mercy, reassures us that He will provide for our every need, especially our 
greatest need for salvation. This verse is a beautiful reminder that we are not alone in our 
journey towards righteousness. We are called to put our trust in God, knowing that He is our 
ultimate source of salvation and righteousness. Have you ever felt overwhelmed by trying to do 
everything on your own? This verse invites us to pause and reflect on the incredible gift of 
God’s grace. Trusting in Him acknowledges that our efforts alone are not enough to attain 
salvation. It is through this trust and reliance on God that we find true peace and fulfillment. 
Knowing that He is faithful and true to His promises, let us lean on Him. 
Understanding what Isaiah 51:1-6 really means 
In Isaiah 51:1-6, we find a message of comfort and hope directed towards the people of Israel 
during their exile in Babylon. The passage begins with a call to those who pursue 
righteousness and seek the Lord, emphasizing the importance of actively seeking to live 
according to God’s will. This call resonates with the promise in Matthew 5:6 that those who 
hunger and thirst for righteousness will be satisfied by God. The metaphorical language in the 
verse, “Look to the rock from which you were cut and to the quarry from which you were hewn,” 
urges the Israelites to remember their spiritual heritage and draw strength from the faith of their 
ancestors, particularly Abraham and Sarah. This call to remember their origins is echoed 
in Genesis 12:1-3, where God promises to make Abraham a great nation, highlighting the roots 
of their faith and God’s faithfulness. The promise that the Lord will comfort Zion and look with 
compassion on all her ruins reassures the people of Israel that God has not forgotten them and 
will restore them. This promise of restoration and comfort reflects the ultimate vision in, where 
God will wipe away every tear and bring an end to suffering. The declaration that God’s 
salvation will last forever and His righteousness will never fail underscores the unchanging and 
reliable nature of God’s promises. Today, this passage remains relevant as it reminds us to 
trust in God’s steadfast promises, draw strength from our spiritual heritage, and find hope in 
God’s restorative power. In times of uncertainty and brokenness, reflecting on the faithfulness 
of God in the past can provide us with renewed strength and hope for the future. By actively 
pursuing righteousness, looking to the unchanging foundation of our faith, and trusting in God’s 
enduring salvation, we can find encouragement and guidance for our spiritual journeys. 
How can we trust in God’s salvation plan? 
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Church Contacts 
                 August 16th 

            22 Worshipped, 21 Communed 
                                      9 Watched Online                   
           31 Total Worshipped                          

             Financial Support                                               
      $795.00 General Fund 
      $160.00 Building Use (Gretel Hansen Voice School)   
      $955.00 Total General Fund Deposit 
  Devotional Time 

Opportunities to Connect with God 
RADIO & TV OPPORTUNITIES 
 Worship Anew—8:00 a.m. Sunday - Comcast channel 184 (TLN) & 8 (SD) , WPWR channel 50, AT&T U-verse channel 1008  (HD) 

& 8 (SD), Dish Network # 8495;  10:30 a.m. Sunday - DIRECTV channel 377 (TCT) 

 The Lutheran Hour    10 a.m. and 6 p.m.   Sundays on 1230 AM; and 9:30 a.m. Sundays on 1580 AM 

PUSH PRAYER meets every Tuesday at 10:00 a.m. to pray for our church, community and world.  We welcome requests 
(call 708-403-9673) or visit our website to send in your prayer request, or join us for 30-40 minutes each week. We are always 
looking for people to join us in prayer to our Lord.  
DEVOTIONAL OF THE. WEEK 13 May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, so that you may 
overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. Romans 15:13    
Dear Heavenly Father, we ask you now to give us all your Holy Spirit, and to give him continually, that he might awaken, 
enlighten, encourage, and enable us to dare to take the small and large steps of moving out of the comfort with which we can 
comfort each other and into hope in you. Turn us away towards you! Do not allow us to hide from you! Do not let us do 
anything without you! Show us how glorious you are and how glorious it is to trust and obey you! We would ask the same for 
all people, that nations and governments may bow to your Word, and that they will be willing to work for justice and peace on 
earth, that your Word may be understood and taken to heart by all those who are poor, sick, imprisoned, troubled, 
oppressed, and unbelieving; that through word and deed your Holy Spirit may be made known to them; and that you may be 
perceived by them as the answer to their sighs and cries; that all Christian churches and confessions may learn to recognize 
him anew and serve you with renewed faithfulness; that your truth may remain bright in all of humanity's error and confusion, 
until such a time as he shall ultimately enlighten all people and all things. You are glorified, you who make us free in Jesus 
Christ, your Son, by confessing and standing on this: that our hope is in you. Amen. 
VERSE OF THE MONTH 23 Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, not for human masters, 
24 since you know that you will receive an inheritance from the Lord as a reward. It is the Lord Christ you are serving. 
Colossians 3:23-24 
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PRAYER REQUEST for Eleanor Galik as she is recovering at home. She has been very determined to get stronger and better 
with every passing day. She has been doing physical therapy with Marilouise while she was still in town. Eleanor had called me 
earlier this week, to let me know that was still doing ok. She is more steady on the stairs, using her legs more and less with her 
arms pulling herself up, and she is walking for a longer length of time without stopping. Good job Eleanor, we are all so thankful 
for the progress and the updates. I am keeping her pictures in the newsletter till she gets strong and healthy enough to be able 
to come back to church in a couple of months, knowing her, maybe even a little sooner than that. She did tell me that she plans 
on surprising all of us one Sunday, and come to church, we can’t wait. We know you are very determined to get better we just 
don’t want you to overdo it. Take care of yourself and we will keep in touch with you on a regular basis. We all love you!! 

 
  

A LIFE BEYOND AMAZING is the current Bible study that started a couple of weeks ago. David 
Jeremiah is the author of both books. Captured by Grace teaches us that most Christians know 
that they are saved by grace, but some of us don’t realize that we live by grace everyday. The 
lessons in the book will show us how we can apply the principles of God’s grace to our lives. 
Please let Neal know if you are interested in joining either of this study, so he can order enough 
books for everyone. A Life Beyond Amazing shows us how we can be the person God has 
intended us to be. There is a better way to experience life for all of us. It uncovers God’s strategy 
for and challenges us to make nine important decisions that will transform our lives.  

Living Word News 

THANK YOU CARD AND OFFERING was received from Gretel Hansen over the weekend. It reads, “Dear Neal and  
Living Word: Thank you for always being such lovely and gracious hosts over the years! My little voice studio sure 
does appreciate it! Have a wonderful fall season! It’s signed, “All My Best, Gretel.”  The actual card is posted on the 
bulletin board in the fellowship hall. 
COUNCIL MEETING was this Thursday at 7:00pm. Among the topics of discussion were the financial updates, the 
Call committee updates, preschool updates, along with any current issues or concerns.  
THANK YOU to Neal Hartz, Jim McKinney and Ed Baids who worked over the weekend and earlier this week to take 
care of either the fallen tree branches in Linda Boehm’s Garden or the very low hanging branches of the apple tree. 
Neal had come here twice on Saturday and worked on the tree branches that came down in Linda’s Graden during 
the horrible storm last week, and Jim and Ed took care of the very low branches of our apple tree. 
DO YOU NEED HONEY? The Mission of the Month for September is The Dakota Boy’s and Girl’s Ranch, where we 
do our Honey Sunday and get those bottles of honey just in time for fall baking season. Perfect timing for us tea and 
cookie lovers, lol. 
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Mission of the Month 
LUTHERAN SCHOLARSHIP GRANTING ORGANIZATION is the Mission of the Month for August. They are based out 
of Fort Wayne, IN and they help provide grants and scholarships to families that would like to send their children to 
Christian schools. They also provide funding for Christian school programs. 

ALMOST TIME FOR PRESCHOOL Now that VBS is over with, 
and summer is winding down, maybe, lol, and the older kids are 
back at school, it will be time for preschool. School will be 
starting on September 8th, but Open House will be on September 
2nd so all of the kids can drop off their school supplies and find 
their desk and check out the classroom. We will have 3 returning 
students and 4 new ones. We are hoping that history repeats 
itself and she will gain a couple of extra students throughout the 
year. She has also been messaging several parents on a few of 
her Facebook groups that are looking for flexible and/or smaller 
class sizes, so we just might have one or two more by January 
or earlier. Since the class is bigger than usual to start off, she 
has been busy creating a wish list for the classroom. You can 
scan the QR Code to the left, one of Neal’s favorite symbols, lol 
or view the items on the following page for what is needed. Of 
course, I can always email you the link as well. As stated before, 
this isn’t mandatory, it’s just something to help offset the costs 
for our preschool and the teacher too. Thank you to all who 
helped Diana out last year, it was very much appreciated. You 
can save any of your receipts and turn them into the office and I 
will include them on your tax statements. 
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8-23-2026 Message Outline 

“God’s Right Hand” 
 

“Though I walk in the midst of trouble, you preserve my life. 
You stretch out your hand against the anger of my foes; 

with your right hand you save me.” 
Psalm 138:7 

 
 

1) God’s “right hand” RIGHTEOUSNESS saves us. 
     “Listen to me, you who pursue righteousness and who seek the lord. Look to the rock from which you were 
cut and to the quarry from which you were hewn; 2 look to Abraham, your father, and to Sarah, who gave you birth. 
When I called him he was only one man, and I blessed him and made him many. 3 The LORD will surely 
comfort Zion and will look with compassion on all her ruins; he will make her deserts like Eden, her wastelands like 
the garden of the LORD. Joy and gladness will be found in her, thanksgiving and the sound of singing. 4 “Listen to 
me, my people; hear me, my nation: Instruction will go out from me; my justice will become a light to the nations. 
5 My righteousness draws near speedily, my salvation is on the way, and my arm will bring justice to the nations. 
The islands will look to me and wait in hope for my arm. 6 Lift up your eyes to the heavens, look at the earth beneath; 
the heavens will vanish like smoke, the earth will wear out like a garment and its inhabitants die like flies. But my 
salvation will last forever, my righteousness will never fail.              Isaiah 51:1-6 

 

2) God’s “right hand” RENEWING transforms us. 
     33 Oh, the depth of the riches of the wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable his judgments, and his 
paths beyond tracing out! 34 “Who has known the mind of the Lord? Or who has been his counselor?” 35 “Who has 
ever given to God, that God should repay them?” 36 For from him and through him and for him are all things. To 
him be the glory forever! Amen. 12 Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God’s mercy, to offer 
your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God—this is your true and proper worship. 2 Do not conform to 
the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve 
what God’s will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will. 3 For by the grace given me I say to every one of you: Do 
not think of yourself more highly than you ought, but rather think of yourself with sober judgment, in accordance 
with the faith God has distributed to each of you. 4 For just as each of us has one body with many members, and 
these members do not all have the same function, 5 so in Christ we, though many, form one body, and each member 
belongs to all the others. 6 We have different gifts, according to the grace given to each of us. If your gift is 
prophesying, then prophesy in accordance with your faith; 7 if it is serving, then serve; if it is teaching, then teach; 8 if 
it is to encourage, then give encouragement; if it is giving, then give generously; if it is to lead, do it diligently; if it 
is to show mercy, do it cheerfully.                           Romans 11:33-12:8 

 

3) God’s “right hand” ROCK builds us. 
     13 When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do people say the Son of 
Man is?” 14 They replied, “Some say John the Baptist; others say Elijah; and still others, Jeremiah or one of the 
prophets.” 15 “But what about you?” he asked. “Who do you say I am?” 16 Simon Peter answered, “You are the 
Messiah, the Son of the living God.” 17 Jesus replied, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah, for this was not revealed 
to you by flesh and blood, but by my Father in heaven. 18 And I tell you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will 
build my church, and the gates of Hades will not overcome it. 19 I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven; 
whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in 
heaven.” 20 Then he ordered his disciples not to tell anyone that he was the Messiah.  Matthew 16:13-20 
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 Setting the Scene for Isaiah 51:1-6 
The scene takes place in the ancient city of Jerusalem, within the walls of the city. The setting 
is a bustling marketplace where people from all walks of life have gathered. The air is filled with 
the sounds of merchants haggling, animals braying, and the chatter of the crowd. The sun 
beats down on the dusty streets, casting long shadows as people go about their daily 
business. Among the crowd are a group of prophets and priests, including Isaiah, who have 
come together to deliver a message from the Lord to the people of Jerusalem. They stand in 
the midst of the marketplace, their voices rising above the noise as they call out to the people 
to listen to the word of the Lord. The prophets are dressed in simple robes, their faces earnest 
and filled with conviction as they speak. As the prophets speak, the people of Jerusalem begin 
to gather around them, drawn by the power and authority of their words. Some listen intently, 
their faces reflecting a mix of fear and awe, while others scoff and turn away, unwilling to heed 
the message being delivered. But the prophets continue to speak, their voices ringing out 
across the marketplace, proclaiming the faithfulness and righteousness of the Lord, and calling 
the people to repentance and renewal. 
What is Isaiah 51:1-6 about? 
Imagine a loving parent who promises to always take care of their child no matter what. God, in 
His infinite love and mercy, reassures us that He will provide for our every need, especially our 
greatest need for salvation. This verse is a beautiful reminder that we are not alone in our 
journey towards righteousness. We are called to put our trust in God, knowing that He is our 
ultimate source of salvation and righteousness. Have you ever felt overwhelmed by trying to do 
everything on your own? This verse invites us to pause and reflect on the incredible gift of 
God’s grace. Trusting in Him acknowledges that our efforts alone are not enough to attain 
salvation. It is through this trust and reliance on God that we find true peace and fulfillment. 
Knowing that He is faithful and true to His promises, let us lean on Him. 
Understanding what Isaiah 51:1-6 really means 
In Isaiah 51:1-6, we find a message of comfort and hope directed towards the people of Israel 
during their exile in Babylon. The passage begins with a call to those who pursue 
righteousness and seek the Lord, emphasizing the importance of actively seeking to live 
according to God’s will. This call resonates with the promise in Matthew 5:6 that those who 
hunger and thirst for righteousness will be satisfied by God. The metaphorical language in the 
verse, “Look to the rock from which you were cut and to the quarry from which you were hewn,” 
urges the Israelites to remember their spiritual heritage and draw strength from the faith of their 
ancestors, particularly Abraham and Sarah. This call to remember their origins is echoed 
in Genesis 12:1-3, where God promises to make Abraham a great nation, highlighting the roots 
of their faith and God’s faithfulness. The promise that the Lord will comfort Zion and look with 
compassion on all her ruins reassures the people of Israel that God has not forgotten them and 
will restore them. This promise of restoration and comfort reflects the ultimate vision in, where 
God will wipe away every tear and bring an end to suffering. The declaration that God’s 
salvation will last forever and His righteousness will never fail underscores the unchanging and 
reliable nature of God’s promises. Today, this passage remains relevant as it reminds us to 
trust in God’s steadfast promises, draw strength from our spiritual heritage, and find hope in 
God’s restorative power. In times of uncertainty and brokenness, reflecting on the faithfulness 
of God in the past can provide us with renewed strength and hope for the future. By actively 
pursuing righteousness, looking to the unchanging foundation of our faith, and trusting in God’s 
enduring salvation, we can find encouragement and guidance for our spiritual journeys. 
How can we trust in God’s salvation plan? 
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Church Contacts 
                 August 16th 

            22 Worshipped, 21 Communed 
                                      9 Watched Online                   
           31 Total Worshipped                          

             Financial Support                                               
      $795.00 General Fund 
      $160.00 Building Use (Gretel Hansen Voice School)   
      $955.00 Total General Fund Deposit 
  Devotional Time 

Opportunities to Connect with God 
RADIO & TV OPPORTUNITIES 
 Worship Anew—8:00 a.m. Sunday - Comcast channel 184 (TLN) & 8 (SD) , WPWR channel 50, AT&T U-verse channel 1008  (HD) 

& 8 (SD), Dish Network # 8495;  10:30 a.m. Sunday - DIRECTV channel 377 (TCT) 

 The Lutheran Hour    10 a.m. and 6 p.m.   Sundays on 1230 AM; and 9:30 a.m. Sundays on 1580 AM 

PUSH PRAYER meets every Tuesday at 10:00 a.m. to pray for our church, community and world.  We welcome requests 
(call 708-403-9673) or visit our website to send in your prayer request, or join us for 30-40 minutes each week. We are always 
looking for people to join us in prayer to our Lord.  
DEVOTIONAL OF THE. WEEK 13 May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, so that you may 
overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. Romans 15:13    
Dear Heavenly Father, we ask you now to give us all your Holy Spirit, and to give him continually, that he might awaken, 
enlighten, encourage, and enable us to dare to take the small and large steps of moving out of the comfort with which we can 
comfort each other and into hope in you. Turn us away towards you! Do not allow us to hide from you! Do not let us do 
anything without you! Show us how glorious you are and how glorious it is to trust and obey you! We would ask the same for 
all people, that nations and governments may bow to your Word, and that they will be willing to work for justice and peace on 
earth, that your Word may be understood and taken to heart by all those who are poor, sick, imprisoned, troubled, 
oppressed, and unbelieving; that through word and deed your Holy Spirit may be made known to them; and that you may be 
perceived by them as the answer to their sighs and cries; that all Christian churches and confessions may learn to recognize 
him anew and serve you with renewed faithfulness; that your truth may remain bright in all of humanity's error and confusion, 
until such a time as he shall ultimately enlighten all people and all things. You are glorified, you who make us free in Jesus 
Christ, your Son, by confessing and standing on this: that our hope is in you. Amen. 
VERSE OF THE MONTH 23 Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, not for human masters, 
24 since you know that you will receive an inheritance from the Lord as a reward. It is the Lord Christ you are serving. 
Colossians 3:23-24 
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PRAYER REQUEST for Eleanor Galik as she is recovering at home. She has been very determined to get stronger and better 
with every passing day. She has been doing physical therapy with Marilouise while she was still in town. Eleanor had called me 
earlier this week, to let me know that was still doing ok. She is more steady on the stairs, using her legs more and less with her 
arms pulling herself up, and she is walking for a longer length of time without stopping. Good job Eleanor, we are all so thankful 
for the progress and the updates. I am keeping her pictures in the newsletter till she gets strong and healthy enough to be able 
to come back to church in a couple of months, knowing her, maybe even a little sooner than that. She did tell me that she plans 
on surprising all of us one Sunday, and come to church, we can’t wait. We know you are very determined to get better we just 
don’t want you to overdo it. Take care of yourself and we will keep in touch with you on a regular basis. We all love you!! 

 
  

A LIFE BEYOND AMAZING is the current Bible study that started a couple of weeks ago. David 
Jeremiah is the author of both books. Captured by Grace teaches us that most Christians know 
that they are saved by grace, but some of us don’t realize that we live by grace everyday. The 
lessons in the book will show us how we can apply the principles of God’s grace to our lives. 
Please let Neal know if you are interested in joining either of this study, so he can order enough 
books for everyone. A Life Beyond Amazing shows us how we can be the person God has 
intended us to be. There is a better way to experience life for all of us. It uncovers God’s strategy 
for and challenges us to make nine important decisions that will transform our lives.  

Living Word News 

THANK YOU CARD AND OFFERING was received from Gretel Hansen over the weekend. It reads, “Dear Neal and  
Living Word: Thank you for always being such lovely and gracious hosts over the years! My little voice studio sure 
does appreciate it! Have a wonderful fall season! It’s signed, “All My Best, Gretel.”  The actual card is posted on the 
bulletin board in the fellowship hall. 
COUNCIL MEETING was this Thursday at 7:00pm. Among the topics of discussion were the financial updates, the 
Call committee updates, preschool updates, along with any current issues or concerns.  
THANK YOU to Neal Hartz, Jim McKinney and Ed Baids who worked over the weekend and earlier this week to take 
care of either the fallen tree branches in Linda Boehm’s Garden or the very low hanging branches of the apple tree. 
Neal had come here twice on Saturday and worked on the tree branches that came down in Linda’s Graden during 
the horrible storm last week, and Jim and Ed took care of the very low branches of our apple tree. 
DO YOU NEED HONEY? The Mission of the Month for September is The Dakota Boy’s and Girl’s Ranch, where we 
do our Honey Sunday and get those bottles of honey just in time for fall baking season. Perfect timing for us tea and 
cookie lovers, lol. 
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Mission of the Month 
LUTHERAN SCHOLARSHIP GRANTING ORGANIZATION is the Mission of the Month for August. They are based out 
of Fort Wayne, IN and they help provide grants and scholarships to families that would like to send their children to 
Christian schools. They also provide funding for Christian school programs. 

ALMOST TIME FOR PRESCHOOL Now that VBS is over with, 
and summer is winding down, maybe, lol, and the older kids are 
back at school, it will be time for preschool. School will be 
starting on September 8th, but Open House will be on September 
2nd so all of the kids can drop off their school supplies and find 
their desk and check out the classroom. We will have 3 returning 
students and 4 new ones. We are hoping that history repeats 
itself and she will gain a couple of extra students throughout the 
year. She has also been messaging several parents on a few of 
her Facebook groups that are looking for flexible and/or smaller 
class sizes, so we just might have one or two more by January 
or earlier. Since the class is bigger than usual to start off, she 
has been busy creating a wish list for the classroom. You can 
scan the QR Code to the left, one of Neal’s favorite symbols, lol 
or view the items on the following page for what is needed. Of 
course, I can always email you the link as well. As stated before, 
this isn’t mandatory, it’s just something to help offset the costs 
for our preschool and the teacher too. Thank you to all who 
helped Diana out last year, it was very much appreciated. You 
can save any of your receipts and turn them into the office and I 
will include them on your tax statements. 

 

Preschool News 



 
 

 

  

Preschool Wish List 
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8-23-2026 Message Outline 

“God’s Right Hand” 
 

“Though I walk in the midst of trouble, you preserve my life. 
You stretch out your hand against the anger of my foes; 

with your right hand you save me.” 
Psalm 138:7 

 
 

1) God’s “right hand” RIGHTEOUSNESS saves us. 
     “Listen to me, you who pursue righteousness and who seek the lord. Look to the rock from which you were 
cut and to the quarry from which you were hewn; 2 look to Abraham, your father, and to Sarah, who gave you birth. 
When I called him he was only one man, and I blessed him and made him many. 3 The LORD will surely 
comfort Zion and will look with compassion on all her ruins; he will make her deserts like Eden, her wastelands like 
the garden of the LORD. Joy and gladness will be found in her, thanksgiving and the sound of singing. 4 “Listen to 
me, my people; hear me, my nation: Instruction will go out from me; my justice will become a light to the nations. 
5 My righteousness draws near speedily, my salvation is on the way, and my arm will bring justice to the nations. 
The islands will look to me and wait in hope for my arm. 6 Lift up your eyes to the heavens, look at the earth beneath; 
the heavens will vanish like smoke, the earth will wear out like a garment and its inhabitants die like flies. But my 
salvation will last forever, my righteousness will never fail.              Isaiah 51:1-6 

 

2) God’s “right hand” RENEWING transforms us. 
     33 Oh, the depth of the riches of the wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable his judgments, and his 
paths beyond tracing out! 34 “Who has known the mind of the Lord? Or who has been his counselor?” 35 “Who has 
ever given to God, that God should repay them?” 36 For from him and through him and for him are all things. To 
him be the glory forever! Amen. 12 Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God’s mercy, to offer 
your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God—this is your true and proper worship. 2 Do not conform to 
the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve 
what God’s will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will. 3 For by the grace given me I say to every one of you: Do 
not think of yourself more highly than you ought, but rather think of yourself with sober judgment, in accordance 
with the faith God has distributed to each of you. 4 For just as each of us has one body with many members, and 
these members do not all have the same function, 5 so in Christ we, though many, form one body, and each member 
belongs to all the others. 6 We have different gifts, according to the grace given to each of us. If your gift is 
prophesying, then prophesy in accordance with your faith; 7 if it is serving, then serve; if it is teaching, then teach; 8 if 
it is to encourage, then give encouragement; if it is giving, then give generously; if it is to lead, do it diligently; if it 
is to show mercy, do it cheerfully.                           Romans 11:33-12:8 

 

3) God’s “right hand” ROCK builds us. 
     13 When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do people say the Son of 
Man is?” 14 They replied, “Some say John the Baptist; others say Elijah; and still others, Jeremiah or one of the 
prophets.” 15 “But what about you?” he asked. “Who do you say I am?” 16 Simon Peter answered, “You are the 
Messiah, the Son of the living God.” 17 Jesus replied, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah, for this was not revealed 
to you by flesh and blood, but by my Father in heaven. 18 And I tell you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will 
build my church, and the gates of Hades will not overcome it. 19 I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven; 
whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in 
heaven.” 20 Then he ordered his disciples not to tell anyone that he was the Messiah.  Matthew 16:13-20 
 


