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"Worship God"

In 2 Samuel 6, David had just been crowned king of Israel. He had defeated the Philistines and
recaptured Zion. Now he is bringing the ark of the covenant, the ultimate symbol of God’s
presence among His people, back to Jerusalem. After years of living without it, the sight of it
overwhelmed David with joy, causing him to strip off his kingly robes and dance before the ark
with abandon wearing nothing but a loincloth. Yet, when you get excited about God, don’t
expect everybody to get excited with you or understand your excitement. David’s wife, Michal,
was such a person. The Bible tells us two things about her:

1) “Michal, Saul’s daughter, looked through a window and saw King David leaping and
whirling before the Lord; and she despised him in her heart.” (v. 16)

2) “Therefore Michal...had no children to the day of her death.” (v. 23)

Seemingly, worship is foolish, isn't it? Singing to somebody you can'’t see. Lifting up your hands
to somebody you can’t touch. Or, in David’s case, failing to act with kingly dignity and decorum.
An old proverb says, “Those who hear not the music think the dancer is mad.” That's what is
going on in this story. David hears the music and worships God with abandon. Michal doesn’t
and forfeits what she longs for most. Don’t miss the point here. When you discount the critics
and naysayers and decide to worship God with all your heart, you begin to thrive spiritually.
When you don't, you end up spiritually barren.

PRAYER

Heavenly Father, in my worship of You, let me lift my heart and hands up to You! In Jesus’s
name, Amen.

True worship calls for being less self-conscious and self-absorbed and more God-conscious
and God-absorbed. After watching him dance before the Lord, David’s wife gave him an

earful: ‘How the king of Israel has distinguished himself today, going around half-naked
in full view of the slave girls of his servants as any vulgar fellow would!” (v. 20). To which
David replied, “It was before the Lord, who chose me...He appointed me ruler over the
Lord’s people Israel — | will celebrate before the Lord. | will become...undignified...humil-
iated in my own eyes” (vv. 21-22).

David provides us with a picture of pure worship. Worship is undressing. It's taking off the things
in which we find our identity and security outside our relationship with Christ. It's a reminder that
our own righteousness is like filthy rags in the sight of God. Worship is not about what we can
do for God but what God has done for us. He has loved us, saved us, and clothed us in the
righteousness of Christ. It’'s this truth that inspired hymnist Charles Wesley to write, “O, for a
thousand tongues to sing my great Redeemer’s praise.”

The Bible says we can praise God in nine different ways: speaking, shouting, singing, clapping
our hands, playing musical instruments, raising our hands before the Lord, kneeling, lying
prostrate in His presence, and dancing before Him. David said, “I will bless the Lord at all
times; His praise shall continually be in my mouth” (Psalm 34:1). And he tells us why. “I
sought the Lord, and He heard me, and delivered me from all my fears” (v. 4). So, the
word for today is — worship God.

PRAYER
Heavenly Father, today, and every day, may | focus on You in my worship and every day in my
life! In Jesus’s name, Amen.
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Stewardship Snapshot

Church Contacts

August 2nd
24 Worshipped, 24 Communed
11 Watched Online

Church Contacts

intouchlwlc@yahoo.com
Ministry Support Coordinator, Diana Motel

35 Total Worshipped dianamotel@yahoo.com

Financial Support Leadership Team
Aug 9 Randy Hodo $3.165.00 General Fund Neal Hartz - President
Aug 9  Robert Hodo $180.00 Building Use (God Is Able) Ken Marks—Vice President

Bill Merchantz - Treasurer

$3,345.00 Total Deposit

Diana Motel - Secretary

Members at Large

Devotional Time
Opportunities to Connect with God

RADIO & TV OPPORTUNITIES

» Worship Anew—38:00 a.m. Sunday - Comcast channel 184 (TLN) & 8 (SD) , WPWR channel 50, AT&T U-verse channel 1008 (HD)
& 8 (SD), Dish Network # 8495; 10:30 a.m. Sunday - DIRECTV channel 377 (TCT)

10 a.m. and 6 p.m. Sundays on 1230 AM; and 9:30 a.m. Sundays on 1580 AM

PUSH PRAYER meets every Tuesday at 10:00 a.m. to pray for our church, community and world. We welcome requests
(call 708-403-9673) or visit our website to send in your prayer request, or join us for 30-40 minutes each week. We are always
looking for people to join us in prayer to our Lord.

DEVOTIONAL OF THE. WEEK '3 This is why | speak to them in parables: “Though seeing, they do not see; though hearing,
they do not hear or understand. 14 In them is fulfilled the prophecy of Isaiah: “You will be ever hearing but never understand-
ing; you will be ever seeing but never perceiving. Matthew 13:13-14

Lord God, of might inconceivable, of glory incomprehensible, of mercy immeasurable, of benignity ineffable; do Thou, O
Master, look down upon us in Thy tender love, and show forth, towards us and those who pray with us, Thy rich mercies and
compassions. Amen.

VERSE OF THE MONTH Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off everything
that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles. And let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us, 2fixing our
eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of faith. For the joy set before him he endured the cross, scorning its shame, and
sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. Hebrews 12:1-2
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Living Word News

PRAYER REQUEST for Eleanor Galik as she is recovering at home. She has been very determined to get stronger and better
with every passing day. She has been doing physical therapy with Marilouise this past week. | am keeping her pictures in the
newsletter till she gets strong and healthy enough to be able to come back to church in a couple of months, knowing her,
maybe even a little sooner than that. We know you are very determined to get better, and we can’t wait to see you, we just
don’t want you to overdo it. Take care of yourself and we will keep in touch with you on a regular basis.

—

A LIFE BEYOND AMAZING is the current Bible study that started a couple of weeks ago. David

Jeremiah is the author of both books. Captured by Grace teaches us that most Christians know

that they are saved by grace, but some of us don't realize that we live by grace everyday. The

- lessons in the book will show us how we can apply the principles of God's grace to our lives.

B E "1* ﬂ ﬂ I] ~ Please let Neal know if you are interested in joining either of this study, so he can order enough
viee e bOOKs for everyone. A Life Beyond Amazing shows us how we can be the person God has

E M Az IHE intended us to be. There is a better to way to experience life for all of us. It uncovers God’s

é 1 | strategy for and challenges us to make nine important decisions that will transform our lives.

WE ARE SO GRATEFUL for our mowers all summer long. We know its not the easiest job, so we want to
acknowledge Neal and Kristi Hartz, Ed Baids, and Pam and George Hostert who have been out there on a regular
basis cutting the lawn, including Sandy and Jim Boehm who have also helped with that chore. This helps the church
save a lot of money during the summer. So thank you for all that you do for our church. We truly appreciate all of
your hard work and dedication and taking time out of your daily routines and schedules.

FINANCIAL SUPPORT During these very trying and difficult times, like all of us, the offerings for the church have
also been suffering and are below the projected budget. Please help us and come to worship so that we can have
better attendance totals and that we can reconnect with each other as we worship together. In doing so, we will be
able to reach our goals in the attendance achievements for the endowment fund. Thank you as always for keeping us
moving forward in these times.
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Mission of the Month

LUTHERAN SCHOLARSHIP GRANTING ORGANIZATION is the Mission of the Month for August. They are based out
of Fort Wayne, IN and they help provide grants and scholarships to families that would like to send their children to
Christian schools. They also provide funding for Christian school programs.

THE ’\
LUTHERAN

SCHOLARSHIP

GRANTING ORGANIZATION

The Lutheran SGO exists to partner with schools
in raising funds from individuals and businesses
and distributing scholarship funds to all eligible

students attending Lutheran and other Christian
schools in states served by the Lutheran SGO.

Preschool News

ALMOST TIME FOR PRESCHOOL Now that VBS is over with,
and summer is winding down, maybe, lol, it will be time for
preschool. School will be starting on September 8, but Open
House will be on September 2nd so all of the kids can drop off
their school supplies and find their desk and check out the class-
room. We will have 3 returning students and 4 new ones. We are
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o2 .;g";:;za::::mi' W hoping that history repeats itself and she will gain a couple of

T "o T W v e vy TV extra students throughout the year. Since the class is bigger
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TTTTT I v S% Te T3 Tee o than usual to start off, she has been busy creating a wish list for

e rreveery e veer e’ the classroom. You can scan the QR Code to the left, one of

P2 T MOC TR URCIIE T 0 Neal’s favorite symbols, lol or view the items on the following

I o v et SR page for what is needed. Of course, | can always email you the
Sy VIvr e v Y., link as well. As stated before, this isn't mandatory, its just
'""3;':&3 4 e something to help offset the costs for our preschool and the

e

Yoo 7 teacher too. Thank you to all who helped Diana out last year, it

was very much appreciated. You can save any of your receipts

and turn them into the office and | will include them on your tax
statements.

PRESCHOOL
AMAZON WISH LIST
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8-9-2026 Message Outline

“I Called to the Lord”
“I called to the Lord, who is worthy of praise...” Psalm 18:3

1) Call to the Lord for COMPREHENSION.

4“Where were you when I laid the earth’s foundation? Tell me, if you understand. S Who marked off its
dimensions? Surely you know! Who stretched a measuring line across it? ¢ On what were its footings set, or who
laid its cornerstone—’ while the morning stars sang together and all the angels shouted for joy? ® “Who shut up the
sea behind doors when it burst forth from the womb, ® when 1 made the clouds its garment and wrapped it in thick
darkness, 1" when I fixed limits for it and set its doors and bars in place, ! when I said, ‘This far you may come and
no farther; here is where your proud waves halt’? 12 “Have you ever given orders to the morning, or shown the dawn
its place, '3 that it might take the earth by the edges and shake the wicked out of it? 14 The earth takes shape like clay
under a seal; its features stand out like those of a garment. 15 The wicked are denied their light, and their upraised
arm is broken. 16 “Have you journeyed to the springs of the sea or walked in the recesses of the deep? !” Have the
gates of death been shown to you? Have you seen the gates of the deepest darkness? 18 Have you comprehended the
vast expanses of the earth? Tell me, if you know all this. Job 38:4-18

2) Call to the Lord for COMPASSION.

S Moses writes this about the righteousness that is by the law: “The person who does these things will live by
them.” ¢ But the righteousness that is by faith says: “Do not say in your heart, “Who will ascend into heaven?’” (that
is, to bring Christ down) 7 “or “Who will descend into the deep?’” (that is, to bring Christ up from the dead).  But
what does it say? “The word is near you; it is in your mouth and in your heart,” that is, the message concerning faith
that we proclaim: ° If you declare with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that God raised him
from the dead, you will be saved. !° For it is with your heart that you believe and are justified, and it is with your
mouth that you profess your faith and are saved. !' As Scripture says, “Anyone who believes in him will never be
put to shame.” 2 For there is no difference between Jew and Gentile—the same Lord is Lord of all and richly blesses
all who call on him, '3 for, “Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.” * How, then, can they call
on the one they have not believed in? And how can they believe in the one of whom they have not heard? And how
can they hear without someone preaching to them? !> And how can anyone preach unless they are sent? As it is
written: “How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news!” 16 But not all the Israelites accepted the good
news. For Isaiah says, “Lord, who has believed our message?” 7 Consequently, faith comes from hearing the
message, and the message is heard through the word about Christ. Romans 10:5-17

3) Call to the Lord for COURAGE.

22 Tmmediately Jesus made the disciples get into the boat and go on ahead of him to the other side, while he
dismissed the crowd. 23 After he had dismissed them, he went up on a mountainside by himself to pray. Later that
night, he was there alone, # and the boat was already a considerable distance from land, buffeted by the waves
because the wind was against it. 25 Shortly before dawn Jesus went out to them, walking on the lake. 26 When the
disciples saw him walking on the lake, they were terrified. “It’s a ghost,” they said, and cried out in fear. 27 But Jesus
immediately said to them: “Take courage! It is I. Don’t be afraid.” 28 “Lord, if it’s you,” Peter replied, “tell me to
come to you on the water.” 2* “Come,” he said. Then Peter got down out of the boat, walked on the water and came
toward Jesus. 3 But when he saw the wind, he was afraid and, beginning to sink, cried out, “Lord, save me!”
3 Immediately Jesus reached out his hand and caught him. “You of little faith,” he said, “why did you doubt?”
32 And when they climbed into the boat, the wind died down. 33 Then those who were in the boat worshiped him,
saying, “Truly you are the Son of God.” Matthew 14:22-33




