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"Forgiven and Forgiving”

Matthew 18 asks: "How do we keep the church community together when forgiveness needs
to happen right under our own roof? How should the Christian community deal with sin that
lurks so closely at the door? What is expected of us as we learn how to be Christians?"

Simon Peter comes to Jesus with this kind of question. Imagine how he must have felt. He
knows what people are like, how easy it is to hold a grudge, to become bitter, to offer
forgiveness once, twice, maybe up to three times as Jewish tradition permits. Wanting to be
generous, Peter proudly steps forward to answer his own question. "As many as seven times?"
he asks. He was willing to go the extra mile—and then some.

But Jesus has something different in mind. Whether you read his answer to Peter as "77
times" or "70 times seven," the point is the same. Jesus answers Peter by telling him not to
assume that you can count how many times you offer forgiveness and then be done with it.

Forgiveness must become a practice—a commitment—that is to be sustained and renewed
each day throughout our lives. It is not a single action, feeling or thought. Forgiveness must
become an embodied way of life in an ever-deepening friendship with God and with others.
Peter asks how generous he should be, yet he is still asking about limits. He's thinking
quantitatively while Jesus answers qualitatively—with the offer of limitless forgiveness. This is
what God is like.

Because we have been abundantly forgiven by God, we are able to forgive others in turn.
There is a direct connection between forgiving others and being forgiven. Therefore, in the
Lord's Prayer we pray "forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us."
The parable of the unforgiving servant, which follows the exchange between Peter and Jesus,
focuses on those who are willing to receive God's forgiveness but are unwilling to offer it to
others. The servant has been forgiven a huge debt and yet is unwilling to forgive even a small
debt owed to him. Such unwillingness shows, though, that he really is not able to receive God's
forgiveness. For truly to receive forgiveness is to recognize how extravagant God's gracious
forgiving love is and, in response, to offer it to others.

Yet if we are honest, there are times when we find ourselves behaving like that unforgiving
servant. We are pleased with the idea of a forgiving God, but not if it would require us to
change our lives. Forgiveness becomes something we claim but fail to proclaim in our living.
"We hand folks over to God's mercy, and show none ourselves."

Christian communities are sustained by people who know what it means to discover the
miracle of God's forgiveness, and who are thus committed to a way of life as forgiven and
forgiving people. We do not abandon others, and refuse to be abandoned ourselves. We
cannot rest content with conflict or division or even with "conflict management"; we aim for the
more difficult and more rewarding practice of forgiveness and reconciliation. As we live in
communities shaped by these practices, we will experience anew what it means to be
forgiven—and forgiving. Perhaps then, when the invitation is offered, all of us will come to the
table joyfully.

Forgiveness is one of the hardest demands of Christian life. People carry wounds from
betrayal, injustice, broken trust, and repeated offenses. Often, the question arises: “How much
forgiveness is enough?” Many are willing to forgive once or twice, but ongoing forgiveness
feels unreasonable and unfair. Jesus addresses this struggle directly, challenging believers to
look not at the offense of others, but at the mercy they themselves have received from God.
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Sunday Monday Tuesday (Wednesday| Thursday Friday [Saturday
13 14 15 16 17 18 19
9:00am Adult | 9am-Noon 9am-Noon | 9am-Noon | 9am-Noon | 9am-Noon
':gf:)eo:::dy Preschool Preschool Preschool Preschool | Preschool
Blended
Worship 10:00am Push
Service Prayer

Stewardship Snapshot Church Contacts

intouchlwlc@yahoo.com

Ministry Support Coordinator, Diana Motel
dianamotel@yahoo.com

September 6th
21 Worshipped, 21 Communed
7 Online Viewers
28 Total Worshipped

Leadership Team
Neal Hartz - President
Ken Marks—Vice President
Bill Merchantz - Treasurer
Diana Motel - Secretary

Financial Support
$1,360.00 General Offering
$180.00 General Fund for Building Use (God Is Able)
$1,540.00 Total Deposit

Members at Large

Paul Huang

Devotional Time
Opportunities to Connect with God

RADIO & TV OPPORTUNITIES

» Worship Anew—38:00 a.m. Sunday - Comcast channel 184 (TLN) & 8 (SD) , WPWR channel 50, AT&T U-verse channel 1008 (HD)
& 8 (SD), Dish Network # 8495; 10:30 a.m. Sunday - DIRECTV channel 377 (TCT)

10 a.m. and 6 p.m. Sundays on 1230 AM; and 9:30 a.m. Sundays on 1580 AM

PUSH PRAYER meets every Tuesday at 10:00 a.m. to pray for our church, community and world. We welcome requests
(call 708-403-9673) or visit our website to send in your prayer request, or join us for 30-40 minutes each week. We are always
looking for people to join us in prayer to our Lord.

DEVOTIONAL OF THE. WEEK 3" What, then, shall we say in response to these things? If God is for us, who can be against
us? 32He who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all—how will he not also, along with him, graciously give us
all things? 33 Who will bring any charge against those whom God has chosen? It is God who justifies. 3 Who then is the one
who condemns? No one. Christ Jesus who died—more than that, who was raised to life—is at the right hand of God and is
also interceding for us. 35 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall trouble or hardship or persecution or famine or
nakedness or danger or sword? 3 As it is written: “For your sake we face death all day long; we are considered as sheep to
be slaughtered.” 37 No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 38 For | am convinced that
neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, 39 neither height nor
depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.
Romans 8:31-39 Lord Jesus Christ, we are so thankful you said, “Fear not, little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure to
give you the kingdom.” We are so thankful for the ease with which you walked upon the earth, the generosity and kindness
you showed to people, the devotion with which you cared for those who were out of the way and in trouble, the extent to
which you even loved your enemies and laid down your life for them. We believe this is a life for us, a life without lack... the
sufficiency of your Father... the fullness of life... poured through you... You have promised [to give us] that same love, that
same life, that same joy, that same power... Lord, slip up on us today. Get past our defenses, our worries, our concerns.
Gently open our souls, and speak your Word into us. We believe you want to do it, and we wait now for you to do it. In your
name, Amen.

VERSE OF THE MONTH 23 Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, not for human masters,
24 since you know that you will receive an inheritance from the Lord as a reward. It is the Lord Christ you are serving.
Colossians 3:23-24

o The Lutheran Hour
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September Celebrations

Bicthdiys | aes Bl | £
““MNonth = e

Sept 17 David Merchantz | Sept 14 Jennifer Lange Sept 19 Diana & Paul Motel

b

<3

\
)

o

Living Word News

PRAYER REQUEST for Eleanor Galik as she is recovering at Northwestern Palos Hospital. On Tuesday she had to have a
procedure for her fractured vertebrae in her spine. She was admitted on Saturday afternoon. Please keep her in your prayers
as she recovers. Well, as | was trying to respectfully be patient and give her time to recover and rest from her surgery, she
called me to give me the good news. She was being discharged to go home on Wednesday already and was walking in the
hallways of Palos Hospital with the physical therapist and walking up and down stairs. Marilouise will be flying in from Florida,
and helping her pack her things so she can go down to Florida early this year. She will be heading to Florida either Sunday or
Monday. We are so very happy to hear the good news. She sounded very good on the phone. Please continue to get better
and take care of yourself. We will miss you and you will be in our prayers. We love you, you truly are amazing.

A THANK YOU LETTER was received earlier this week from, Phil’s Friends. It reads, “Dear Friends, Jesus said, “l am the
light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness but will have the light of life.” John 8:12. Thank you for
partnering with Phil’s Friends to support cancer patients and caregivers. Your generosity brings peace, encouragement and
light into an otherwise dark situation. We are grateful for your partnership in the Gospel!” It's signed, “For Christ and His
Kingdom, Phil Zelke, Founder of Phil’s Friends.” The actual letter can be found on the bulletin board in the fellowship hall.

SAVE THE DATE for September 27t when Pastor Micah will be here to lead us in service that Sunday. Pastor Micah is the
President of the AFLC. He will be staying for fellowship that day to answer any of your questions and/or concerns. This is in
the very preliminary stages of us looking at other options for a pastor, nothing is set in stone, and if it becomes more serious
of a venture, we will all get to vote on it during a congregational meeting. Most former members of our church have received a
letter and the packet that was handed out on July 5t after service in the mail this week. We are encouraging all to be in
attendance as to get a more clear picture of who and what the AFLC is all about.

BUT IF WE'RE LINWILLING I FORGINE

IF GO LOVES LS, oH aor TO FORSWE, HOW CAN WE TOUr RICK.  yuiats
WHY DOES HE LOVES Lg! Say THAT WE TRUST 8OF'S 1 CIPN'T OO
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Preschool News
IT'S TIME FOR PRESCHOOL School started on September 8. We will have 3

returning students and 3 new ones. We are hoping that history repeats itself and m

she will gain a couple of extra students throughout the year. Since the class is

bigger than usual to start off, she has been busy creating a wish list for the -
classroom. You can view the items on the following page for what is needed, or | il - A |
you can also scan the QR code that's to the right. Of course, | can always email et W S @
you the link as well. As stated before, this isn’t mandatory, it's just something to <2, -;-f",:,:- My —
help offset the costs for our preschool and the teacher too. Thank you to all who $ Sgw o Snily " BT
helped Diana out last year, it was very much appreciated. You can save any of P R R R T
your receipts and turn them into the office and | will include them on your tax f-;-:_i;;-z,'::' :?g'tf' ;"'3'-:,33
statements. B B s JPRA N - M
NEW DRAMATIC ARTS PLAY AREA THEME is all about the 5 senses. The W Eh TR
Living Word Preschool Café is now open, lol. The kids have been busy making 5 :f M

their customers breakfast, lunch and dinner. They have also been busy helping

make food for their customers’ parties. Make sure you stop by the room to check

out all of the goodies that might be on the menu this month. PRESCHOOL
AMAZON WISHLIST

e

Mission of the Month

7.l
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September 27th
Suggested Donation

$10 per bottdle

Thank you for your support of
Dakota Boys and Giirls Ranch.

D B EOSIAL
RANCH



Preschool Wish List

0 of 1 Purchased

Ninja Life Hacks...
3.9 drdedrdesr {19)

0 of 1 Purchased

The Berenstain...
4.8 dekdkoden [1.1K)

0 of 1 Purchased
Daniel and the V...

Aupen peiey

0 of 1 Purchased
Jesus Loves You...
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0 of 1 Purchased

Wooden Puzzles...

s18

0 of 1 Purchased
SYNARRY Numbe...

46w (263)

$12%

You Earn: 13 pts

0 of 1 Purchased
What Are Ears Fo...
48 dohonok u (258)

$B% L s

~ou Eam: 7 prs

Pete

33587

0 of 1 Purchased

Sadie Soars into...
48w aann (121)

5949 | i 510.90

You Earn: 10 pts

0 of 1 Purchased

Bugs Magic...
47wk kAt (59)

S799 Lt s900
You Earn: 8 pts

iicia Uriege

0 of 1 Purchased

Listening is My...
4.9 koo (174]
5129

You Ezm 15 pts

PeteCat

ko Marited ot el

0 of 1 Purchased

49 wkkokok (840

You Eanm: £ pts.

5.0 #traw (107)

$1048 Lot n1a8e
You Earn: 11 ots

A8 wrsedrden (260)
5G9

You Earn: 7 pts

81079 e g120
You Ear 11 ots
& i .
o FFirst Magic Painting
& . Under
o | the Sea®
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GD3BOB
0 of 1 Purchased
1000 PCS Teache..

AT dededoded (4711
$599 3z c0/counti

0 of 1 Purchased
First Magic Painti...
47 bkt (€9)

5555 1is: 50.00

You Earn: 6 pis

0 of 1 Purchased

The Day the...
4.8 d ke e [25K)
5950 List: $15:99
You Earn: 10 pts

0 of 1 Purchased
the Catand...

A4 &k ki (177)

§1297

You Eam: 13 pts

List: §

.00

0 of 1 Purchased

7" Washable Ink...

0 of 1 Purchased »f 1 Purchased 0 of 1 Purchased

S04 hkik (3]
God's Very Good... AIH Fine Tip Dr... Magnetic Buildin.,. $94°
4.8 d# ki (1.6K) et (1.4K) 4.7 dedeod i (108)
$947 i s1692 99 Lis: price 44208 $1 399 1pical price
You Earn: 10 pts. 37/count] 44559 ($0.05/count]
[

|First Magic Painting

jTr‘ucks and

Book Haspital (O...

5222

0 of 1 Purchased

Wooden Jumbo...
45wk (297)

$1899

0 of 1 Purchased

Wooden Magneti...
AdFdkdkd (422]

52489

0 of 1 Purchased

Rainbows Magic...
48 gk x 1675)
5749 L agzo

You Earn: & pts

0 of 1 Purchased
1000PCS Scratch...

4.3 dededrdesy (47)

5999 ($0.01 fcount)

0 of 1 Purchased
0 of 1 Purchased

IRIS USA Storage...

Our Class is a...
4.Bdkhdk [155K)

0 of 1 Purchased
First Magic Painti...

0 of 1 Purchased

Pencil Hospital: A...
4.8 #ededededs (287)

0 of 1 Purchased
There Was an Ol...

4.8 sede demewr (1.8K)

4.6 dr s drdedr (1.3K)
52999 (%5 00feount)

4.7 dededede vz (GO)
$799 List: $9.99

You Farn® & nts

51499

You Earn: 15 pts

$1291

of 1 Purchased

0 of 1 Purchased

lagnetic Color a...
£ dededededr (268)

1322 Typical: $=-85
5 on 3 select

Q of 1 Purchased

0 of 1 Purchased

1000 PCS Jesus Love Y.
A7 ety (43)

$999

What Are Eyes Fo...

4.9 4 & ik (255)

5699 st 51380
You Eam: 7 pts

The Berenstain...
4.8 ddededed (1K)

$558

You Earn: € pts

You Earn: 13 pts

$558 |t 500
You Earmn: B pts

5'of 4 Purchased 0 of 1 Purchased

Flybar Hopper Ba... Mini Magnetic...
4.5 Fede el (3K) 4.7 dededededr (259)

$13%9 Lo grase $15929 it price 2408

($0.44/count]



9-13-2026 Message Outline Page ¢

“As Far as the East is from the West”

“As far as the east is from the west,
so far has he removed our transgressions from us.”
Psalm 103:12

1) Trust God'’s place and let go of GRUDGES.

15When Joseph’s brothers saw that their father was dead, they said, “What if Joseph holds a grudge against us
and pays us back for all the wrongs we did to him?” 16 So they sent word to Joseph, saying, “Your father left these
instructions before he died: 17 ‘This is what you are to say to Joseph: I ask you to forgive your brothers the sins and
the wrongs they committed in treating you so badly.” Now please forgive the sins of the servants of the God of your
father.” When their message came to him, Joseph wept. 13 His brothers then came and threw themselves down before
him. “We are your slaves,” they said. ' But Joseph said to them, “Don’t be afraid. Am I in the place of God? 2’ You
intended to harm me, but God intended it for good to accomplish what is now being done, the saving of many
lives. 21 So then, don’t be afraid. I will provide for you and your children.” And he reassured them and spoke
kindly to them. Genesis 50:15-21

2) Respect God’s space and let go of JUDGING.

Accept the one whose faith is weak, without quarreling over disputable matters. 2 One person’s faith allows them
to eat anything, but another, whose faith is weak, eats only vegetables. 3 The one who eats everything must not treat
with contempt the one who does not, and the one who does not eat everything must not judge the one who does, for
God has accepted them. * Who are you to judge someone else’s servant? To their own master, servants stand or fall.
And they will stand, for the Lord is able to make them stand. > One person considers one day more sacred than
another; another considers every day alike. Each of them should be fully convinced in their own mind. ® Whoever
regards one day as special does so to the Lord. Whoever eats meat does so to the Lord, for they give thanks to
God; and whoever abstains does so to the Lord and gives thanks to God. 7 For none of us lives for ourselves
alone, and none of us dies for ourselves alone. 8 If we live, we live for the Lord; and if we die, we die for the Lord.
So, whether we live or die, we belong to the Lord. ? For this very reason, Christ died and returned to life so that he
might be the Lord of both the dead and the living. '° You, then, why do you judge your brother or sister? Or why do
you treat them with contempt? For we will all stand before God’s judgment seat. ' It is written: “‘As surely as |
live,” says the Lord, ‘every knee will bow before me; every tongue will acknowledge God.”” 2 So then, each of us
will give an account of ourselves to God. Romans 14:1-12

3) Apply God’s grace and let go of DEBTS.

21 Then Peter came to Jesus and asked, “Lord, how many times shall I forgive my brother or sister who sins
against me? Up to seven times?” 2?Jesus answered, “I tell you, not seven times, but seventy-seven times.
23 “Therefore, the kingdom of heaven is like a king who wanted to settle accounts with his servants. 2 As he began
the settlement, a man who owed him ten thousand bags of gold was brought to him. 23 Since he was not able to
pay, the master ordered that he and his wife and his children and all that he had be sold to repay the debt. 26 “At this
the servant fell on his knees before him. ‘Be patient with me,” he begged, ‘and I will pay back everything.” 2’ The
servant’s master took pity on him, canceled the debt and let him go. 28 “But when that servant went out, he found
one of his fellow servants who owed him a hundred silver coins. He grabbed him and began to choke him. ‘Pay
back what you owe me!” he demanded. 2° “His fellow servant fell to his knees and begged him, ‘Be patient with me,
and I will pay it back.” 3 “But he refused. Instead, he went off and had the man thrown into prison until he could
pay the debt. 3! When the other servants saw what had happened, they were outraged and went and told their master
everything that had happened. 3% “Then the master called the servant in. “You wicked servant,” he said, ‘I canceled
all that debt of yours because you begged me to. 3% Shouldn’t you have had mercy on your fellow servant just as I
had on you?’ 3 In anger his master handed him over to the jailers to be tortured, until he should pay back all he
owed. 35 “This is how my heavenly Father will treat each of you unless you forgive your brother or sister from your
heart.” Matthew 18:21-35




