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     PRAYER CHAIN         

     REQUESTS 
       Please call the office 

     for immediate prayers 

Living in the Word...that the 
Word may live in others. 

Living Word 
Lutheran Church 

16301 South Wolf Road 
Orland Park, IL  60467 

      
livingwordorland.org 

intouchlwlc@yahoo.com 
       

CHURCH OFFICE 
HOURS 

Mon - Fri  9 am - 2 pm 
       

SUNDAY SCHEDULE 
  9:00 am   Adult study 
  10:00 am  Worship 

 

In this powerful verse, the Apostle Paul encourages us to stand firm in the freedom that 
Jesus Christ has provided us. The concept of freedom here isn’t just about physical liberty; it 
speaks to a deeper spiritual freedom. When Paul mentions liberty, he is referring to the 
freedom from sin and the burdens of the law. Jesus took our place, paying the ultimate price 
for our sins so that we might live a life free from the bondage of guilt and shame. This freedom 
is a gift we must treasure and protect. Paul warns us not to return to the yoke of bondage. This 
can mean returning to a life of sin or to a strict adherence to the law, believing that we can earn 
our salvation through our own efforts. Many of us might find ourselves struggling with this idea, 
feeling the weight of expectations set by society or even our own personal struggles. We may 
feel tempted to devalue the grace we’ve been given by trying to do things on our own. How-
ever, this verse reminds us that relying on our own abilities can lead us back to the very 
bondage we have been set free from. 
The book of Galatians is a letter written by Paul to the Galatian church. In this letter, Paul 
addresses a significant issue: the presence of false teachers who were teaching that faith in 
Jesus was not enough for salvation. Instead, they insisted that following the Jewish law was 
necessary. Paul passionately defends the gospel of grace he preached, emphasizing that 
salvation comes through faith in Christ alone, not by works. 
Paul uses strong language throughout this letter, particularly in this chapter. He understands 
that while grace is freely given, it can become a challenge to maintain. We may feel that we 
must live up to certain standards set by ourselves or others. Our tendency is often to fall back 
into old patterns of thinking, back to a situation where we rely on our own efforts rather than 
the grace bestowed on us by Jesus. Paul’s message in Galatians 5:1 is a call to maintain focus 
on our freedom and reject any attempts to return to a life ruled by law. 
The verse serves as a reminder that freedom is not merely a state of being but a continuous 
choice. We must choose to stand firm in the truth of what we believe in Christ. This involves 
being aware of the influences around us and understanding that our freedom is maintained by 
staying true to the gospel of grace. We need to foster a personal relationship with Jesus, 
having Him at the center of our lives to truly understand and embrace this freedom. 
The first part emphasizes standing fast, signifying that freedom is not a passive experience 
but a call to action. We are encouraged to actively resist the temptation to fall back into old 
habits or ways of living that put us in bondage again. 
The phrase “wherewith Christ hath made us free” speaks to the divine action by Jesus that 
has released us from our chains of sin. This illustrates how our freedom comes from Christ’s 
sacrifice and love. It is important for us to constantly remind ourselves of the grace we were 
given rather than letting guilt and shame from past decisions hinder us. 
Lastly, the warning against being entangled again with the yoke of bondage is a critical part of 
the verse. The yoke symbolizes control and burden. Paul is cautioning against the influence of 
legalism and false measures of spirituality. This helps us to identify relationships, beliefs, or 
habits that may pull us back into a lifestyle inconsistent with the freedom gifted to us. By 
recognizing these influences, we can better protect our liberty in Christ. 
Freedom Is a Gift 
We should remind ourselves daily that the freedom we possess in Christ is not something we 
earn. It is a precious gift. This understanding helps to shift our mindset from a works-based 
mentality to a grace-centered one. Embracing the concept of grace means that we can enter 
our lives without the fear of failure, knowing we are seen as righteous through Christ even in 
our imperfections. 



 
 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

27 
9:00am Adult 
Bible Study 
10:00am 
Blended 
Worship 
Service 
AFLC Service 

28 
9am–Noon             
Preschool  

  

29 
9am–Noon             
Preschool  

 
 

10:00am Push 
Prayer 

30 
9am–Noon             
Preschool   

1 
9am–Noon             
Preschool 

 
   

2     
9am–Noon             
Preschool   

3 
  

 

       September 20th 

            17 Worshipped, 17 Communed 
              9 Online Viewers     
            26 Total Worshipped             
 

             Financial Support           
  $4,150.00 General Offering 
  $4,000.00 Special Donation 
  $8,150.00 Total General Fund Offering 

Devotional Time 
Opportunities to Connect with God 
RADIO & TV OPPORTUNITIES 
 Worship Anew—8:00 a.m. Sunday - Comcast channel 184 (TLN) & 8 (SD) , WPWR channel 50, AT&T U-verse channel 1008  (HD) 

& 8 (SD), Dish Network # 8495;  10:30 a.m. Sunday - DIRECTV channel 377 (TCT) 

 The Lutheran Hour    10 a.m. and 6 p.m.   Sundays on 1230 AM; and 9:30 a.m. Sundays on 1580 AM 

PUSH PRAYER meets every Tuesday at 10:00 a.m. to pray for our church, community and world.  We welcome requests 
(call 708-403-9673) or visit our website to send in your prayer request, or join us for 30-40 minutes each week. We are always 
looking for people to join us in prayer to our Lord.  
DEVOTIONAL OF THE. WEEK 29 As Jesus and his disciples were leaving Jericho, a large crowd followed him. 30 Two blind men 
were sitting by the roadside, and when they heard that Jesus was going by, they shouted, “Lord, Son of David, have mercy 
on us!” 31 The crowd rebuked them and told them to be quiet, but they shouted all the louder, “Lord, Son of David, have 
mercy on us!” 32 Jesus stopped and called them. “What do you want me to do for you?” he asked. 33 “Lord,” they answered, 
“we want our sight.” 34 Jesus had compassion on them and touched their eyes. Immediately they received their sight and 
followed him.  Matthew 20:29-34  Lord Jesus Christ, when I read the gospel stories I am touched by your healing power. You 
healed sick bodies to be sure, but you did so much more. You healed the spirit and the deep, inner mind. Most of all I am 
touched by your actions of acceptance that spoke healing into those who lived on the margins of life, shoved aside by the 
strong and the powerful. Speak your healing into me, Lord, body, mind and soul. Most of all, heal my sense of worthlessness. 
My head tells me that I am of infinite value to you but my heart cannot believe it. Heal my heart, Jesus, heal my heart. Amen. 
VERSE OF THE MONTH 1 Hear my cry, O God; listen to my prayer. 2 From the ends of the earth I call to you, I call as my 
heart grows faint; lead me to the rock that is higher than I. 3 For you have been my refuge, a strong tower against the foe. 4 I 
long to dwell in your tent forever and take refuge in the shelter of your wings. Psalm 61:1-4 
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  Sept 23   Jesse Meier 

 

intouchlwlc@yahoo.com 

Ministry Support Coordinator, Diana Motel 
dianamotel@yahoo.com     

  

     Leadership Team  

Neal Hartz  -  President  
Ken Marks—Vice President  
Bill Merchantz - Treasurer 

Diana Motel - Secretary 
         

Members at Large  

Paul Huang  

Church Contacts 

PUSH PRAYER will be available on Zoom now for any of our out-of-towners and/or shut-ins to join us., I will email the link on 
Monday afternoons or Tuesday mornings, so it would be easier for you to find the email in your inbox. Just click on the link and it 
will connect you to the group. Please note that this is a recurring link for the meeting, so if I don’t send it out right away, or you 
don’t see it in your inbox, you can save and use this link over again in Zoom. Please see below for the Zoom info for the PUSH 
PRAYER on September 29th. https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84076099900?pwd=d3BxLBWbTlzRVpuSGhgTXc2dGRLdz09 
Meeting ID: 840 7609 9900     Passcode: 427470 
+13126266799,,84076099900#,,,,*427470# US (Chicago)            +13092053325,,84076099900#,,,,*427470# US  
  



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SEPTEMBER 27th SERVICE with Pastor Micah leading us in service on Sunday. Pastor Micah is the President of the 
AFLC. He will be staying for fellowship that day to answer any of your questions and/or concerns. This is in the very 
preliminary stages of us looking at other options for a pastor, nothing is set in stone, and if it becomes more serious of a 
venture, we will all get to vote on it during a congregational meeting. Most former members of our church have received a 
letter and the packet that was handed out on July 5th after service in the mail a couple of weeks ago. We are encouraging all 
to be in attendance as to get a clearer picture of who and what the AFLC is all about. 

COUNCIL MEETING was Thursday evening. Among the topics of discussion were the financial updates, preschool 
updates, scheduling a congregational meeting for next month, and building and lot maintenance quotes and issues.  
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      Oct 3       John Bucka  
   Oct 3       Petra Wasilkoff 
   Oct 11     Jill Goebel 
   Oct 21     Carolyn Wagenaar 
   Oct 25     Ashley Meier 
   Oct 25     Pastor Steve Lee 
  

                                                                                                                             
 

 
 
 
   Oct 8     Dave Holloway      
    Oct 9     Joe Urbank 
    Oct 24   Noah Hostert 
   

            

                                                                                                                             

Happy Anniversary 

 
 

Oct 10     Abby & Bill Merchantz 

            



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRAYER REQUEST for Eleanor Galik as she is now in Florida. Her and Marilouise arrived safely last Tuesday. She already 
started her physical therapy with Marilouise. Thank you to Karen and Marilouise for bringing her to church last Sunday so we 
could all say goodbye and wish her all the best. Hopefully we will be able to see you when you come up for the holidays or for 
your birthday. As always, you are in our prayers and thoughts. 

THANK YOU to everyone who helped spread mulch a week ago Saturday in the playground and in Linda’s garden. There 
was 14 yards of mulch that Neal and Kristi Hatz, Ed and Cathy Baids, Bill and David Merchantz, Dave Holloway and Ken 
Marks all worked together and helped make it beautiful for the kids to play in it, when it wasn’t raining this week. Also thanks 
to Cathy who even planted the fall mums in the planters that day. 
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MANY WAYS TO GIVE We want to thank 
everyone for their donations and contribu-
tions. If you ever need to have other 
options to make your offerings, here are 
just a few ways to make life just a little 
easier for you. Please check out just a few 
of these options listed below: 
1: In person with your offering envelope 
each week, either with a check or cash. 
2: Go to our website and click on the 
Giving Page tab, and follow the prompts to 
give a one-time donation or a recurring 
donation. You are given 3 different options, 
weekly, every other week, or monthly. 
3: You also can set-up auto pay with your 
bank. They can draft a check and have it 
sent directly to us. I check the mail 
everyday so it will not be sitting in the 
mailbox for verry long. 
As always w appreciate everything you do 
for our church. 
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IT’S TIME FOR PRESCHOOL  School started on September 8th. We have 3 
returning students and 3 new ones. Plus another boy will be starting next week. 
Since the class is bigger than usual to start off, she has been busy creating a 
wish list for the classroom. You can view the items on the following page for what 
is needed, or you can also scan the QR code that’s to the right. Of course, I can 
always email you the link as well. As stated before, this isn’t mandatory, it’s just 
something to help offset the costs for our preschool and the teacher too. Thank 
you to all who helped Diana out last year, it was very much appreciated. You can 
save any of your receipts and turn them into the office and I will include them on 
your tax statements. 
 

NEW DRAMATIC ARTS PLAY AREA THEME is all about the 5 senses. The 
Living Word Preschool Café is now open, lol. The kids have been busy making 
their customers breakfast, lunch and dinner. They have also been busy helping 
make food for their customers’ parties. Make sure you stop by the room to see all 
of the goodies that might be on the menu to taste this month, there might even be 
some music you can listen to as well, lol. 
 

Preschool News 

Mission of the Month 

 

LAST DAY TO ORDER HONEY Please make sure to order your honey on Sunday. You can fill out the form that is in the 
bulletin, or come and see me in the office and let me know how many bottles you would like. Remember, this not only helps 
out the boys and girls at Thee Dakota Ranch, for each bottle of honey that’s ordered three dollars stays here st Living Word. 

OCTOBER MISSION OF THE MONTH will be the Orland Park Food Pantry. We will be collecting monetary donations 
throughout the month of October to help the village provide holiday meals to the low income families of Orland Township. As 
always, we appreciate all that you do for the charities in our community and beyond. 
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