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"Don't Keep Your Sins a Secret”

We may be familiar with the biblical command to “confess your sins to one another and pray for
one another, that you may be healed”, but what does it look like to actually confess your sins to
another Christian? And how should that other believer respond? But why confess to others?
Besides the biblical admonition from, two reasons why you confess your sin with others as
witnesses. First, so others can “rejoice with you when they hear how close by Your grace have
come to You.” Second, do so in order that others can “pray for me when they hear how far | am
held from You by my own weight”. Confessing our sins together allows us both to testify to and
to witness the gospel transforming us day by day.

categories for us. Augustine tests his life not against society or the views of others but against
Scripture. And not only does he evaluate his life in biblical categories, but he also employs the
language of Scripture in his confession. More than any other of the biblical authors, the
psalmists give Augustine both categories and language for his confessions.

Share both sin and praise. Augustine does not limit confession to a request for forgiveness.
He connects his sin to Christ’s mercy, which always leads him to praise. Christian confession
never stops with “l messed up — please forgive me” but always leads to “I'm forgiven —
hallelujah!” turn to praise: “Let my soul praise You so that it may love You, let it confess to You
Your mercies so that it may praise You”. Allow others to lead you from the darkness of your sin
to the brightness of Christ's mercy.

Confess to know yourself better. The act of confession reveals us to ourselves. We cannot
hide anything from God. He already knows our sinful, restless hearts, so confession is not
designed to inform God; it exists primarily to form us. Confession to God in this way: “We lay
open our feeling of love by confessing to You our own miseries and Your mercies upon us so
that You may deliver us completely, that we may cease to be wretched in ourselves and may
become happy in you”. Confess your restless heart so you can find happy rest in God.
Ultimately, we confess to see more of God “Let me know You even as | am known”. Every look
at his sins, every description of his failures and successes, aims at one end: to know Christ
more. We want to see Christ face to face, to know him fully even as he is fully known. The
habit of confessing to God before others is one way he comes to know God better.

Listen and pray for God’s grace. When others confess, listen for God’s work in their life, and
praise God for such graces. Call out God’s kindness in leading them to repentance. Help them
rejoice where God has kept them from temptation or from greater sin. Then pray for God’s
grace to draw them away from sin and into his embrace.

Love and grieve as God does and for what God does. Pray that God would allow his
readers to “love that in me which You teach to be worthy of love, and grieve for that in me
which You teach to be worthy of grief’. When others bring their sin and brokenness to you,
respond as God does: with love mingled with grief.

Allow what others share to drive you to confess. Listen with the right motives: “Men are a
race curious to know of other men’s lives, but slothful to correct their own. Why should they
wish to hear from me what | am, when they do not wish to hear from You what they are
themselves?” When others confess, check your sinful curiosity and instead listen for the Spirit’s
promptings to repent. Hearing another Christian’s godly grief over their sin should cause us to
grieve over our own sin.
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This Week at Living Word

Sunday Monday Tuesday ([(Wednesday| Thursday Friday [Saturday
6 7 8 9 10 11 12
9:00am Adult Labor Day 9am-Noon 9am-Noon | 9am-Noon | 9am-Noon
Bible Study Office Closed | preschool Preschool | Preschool | Preschool
10:00am First Day of
Worship \ School
Traditional Z
Communion oy 2200 5 10:00am Push
Hymnal Bl LA Y A L _ Prayer
Service - ' §\\{B

Stewardship Snapshot September Celebrations

August 30th
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Devotional Time
Opportunities to Connect with God

RADIO & TV OPPORTUNITIES

o Worship Anew—38:00 a.m. Sunday - Comcast channel 184 (TLN) & 8 (SD) , WPWR channel 50, AT&T U-verse channel 1008 (HD)
& 8 (SD), Dish Network # 8495; 10:30 a.m. Sunday - DIRECTV channel 377 (TCT)

e The Lutheran Hour 10 a.m.and 6 p.m. Sundays on 1230 AM; and 9:30 a.m. Sundays on 1580 AM

PUSH PRAYER meets every Tuesday at 10:00 a.m. to pray for our church, community and world. We welcome requests
(call 708-403-9673) or visit our website to send in your prayer request, or join us for 30-40 minutes each week. We are always
looking for people to join us in prayer to our Lord.

DEVOTIONAL OF THE. WEEK 1" For as high as the heavens are above the earth, so great is his love for those who fear
him; 12 as far as the east is from the west, so far has he removed our transgressions from us. Psalm 103:11-12

Father, when You forgive sins, You separate them as far from us as the east is from the west. Bury them in the bottom of the
deepest sea and put up a sign for the devil that says, “NO FISHING.”

VERSE OF THE MONTH 23 Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, not for human masters,
24 since you know that you will receive an inheritance from the Lord as a reward. It is the Lord Christ you are serving.
Colossians 3:23-24
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Living Word News

PRAYER REQUEST for Eleanor Galik as she is recovering at home and doing physical. Eleanor had called me earlier this
week, to let me know that was still doing ok. She is steadier on the stairs, using her legs more and less with her arms pulling
herself up, and she is walking for a longer length of time without stopping. Good job Eleanor, we are all so thankful for the
progress you are making and for the updates. She called me last week and said that | can now take those old pictures out of
the newsletter. Even though she has been dealing with a few other issues, she is tending to them and is very anxious to be
able to come back to church. She did tell me that she plans on surprising all of us one Sunday, and come to church, we can't
wait. We know you are very determined to get better we just don’t want you to overdo it. Take care of yourself and we will
keep in touch with you now during Push Prayer. We all love you!!

A THANK YOU LETTER was received late last week from Camp Lutherhaven Outdoor Ministry Center. It reads, “Dear Living
Word Lutheran and Diana, Thank you for helping Camp Lutherhaven’s ministry strengthen the faith of campers and guests!
Your support means that Jesus’ love continues to reach people at Camp, a unique place set apart in God’s creation. God is
transforming lives at Lutherhaven through your generosity.” It's signed, “Looking to Jesus (Hebrews 12:2), Keith Peters,
Executive Director” The actual letter can be found on the bulletin board in the fellowship hall.

SAVE THE DATE for September 27, when Pastor Micah will be here to lead us in service that Sunday. Pastor Micah is the
President of the AFLC. He will be staying for fellowship that day to answer any of your questions and/or concerns. This is in
the very preliminary stages of us looking at other options for a pastor, nothing is set in stone, and if it becomes more serious
of a venture, we will all get to vote on it during a congregational meeting. Most former member of our church have received a
letter and the packet that was handed out on July 5t after service in the mail this week. We are encouraging all to be in
attendance as to get a more clearer picture of who and what the AFLC is all about..

Mission of the Month
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September 27th
Suggested Donation

$10 per bottdle

Thank you for your support of
IDakota Boys and Girls Ranch.
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Preschool News

IT’S TIME FOR PRESCHOOL School is starting on September 8, but Open House was this past Wednesday evening,
so all of the kids can drop off their school supplies and find their desk and check out the classroom. We will have 3
returning students and 3 new ones. We are hoping that history repeats itself and she will gain a couple of extra students
throughout the year. Since the class is bigger than usual to start off, she has been busy creating a wish list for the
classroom. You can view the items on the following page for what is needed. Of course, | can always email you the link
as well. As stated before, this isn’'t mandatory, it’s just something to help offset the costs for our preschool and the
teacher too. Thank you to all who helped Diana out last year, it was very much appreciated. You can save any of your
receipts and turn them into the office and | will include them on your tax statements.

NEW DRAMATIC ARTS PLAY AREA THEME is all about the 5 senses. As you can see from the pictures below, the
Living Word Preschool Café is now open as of next week, lol. Make sure you stop by the room to check out all of the
goodies that might be on the menu this month.




Preschool Wish List

0 of 1 Purchased

Ninja Life Hacks...
3.9 drdedrdesr {19)

0 of 1 Purchased

The Berenstain...
4.8 dekdkoden [1.1K)

0 of 1 Purchased
Daniel and the V...

Aupen peiey

0 of 1 Purchased
Jesus Loves You...
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0 of 1 Purchased

Wooden Puzzles...

s18

0 of 1 Purchased
SYNARRY Numbe...

46w (263)

$12%

You Earn: 13 pts

0 of 1 Purchased
What Are Ears Fo...
48 dohonok u (258)

$B% L s

~ou Eam: 7 prs

Pete

33587

0 of 1 Purchased

Sadie Soars into...
48w aann (121)

5949 | i 510.90

You Earn: 10 pts

0 of 1 Purchased

Bugs Magic...
47wk kAt (59)

S799 Lt s900
You Earn: 8 pts

iicia Uriege

0 of 1 Purchased

Listening is My...
4.9 koo (174]
5129

You Ezm 15 pts

PeteCat

ko Marited ot el

0 of 1 Purchased

49 wkkokok (840

You Eanm: £ pts.

5.0 #traw (107)

$1048 Lot n1a8e
You Earn: 11 ots

A8 wrsedrden (260)
5G9

You Earn: 7 pts

81079 e g120
You Ear 11 ots
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0 of 1 Purchased
1000 PCS Teache..

AT dededoded (4711
$599 3z c0/counti

0 of 1 Purchased
First Magic Painti...
47 bkt (€9)

5555 1is: 50.00

You Earn: 6 pis

0 of 1 Purchased

The Day the...
4.8 d ke e [25K)
5950 List: $15:99
You Earn: 10 pts

0 of 1 Purchased
the Catand...

A4 &k ki (177)

§1297

You Eam: 13 pts

List: §

.00

0 of 1 Purchased

7" Washable Ink...

0 of 1 Purchased »f 1 Purchased 0 of 1 Purchased

S04 hkik (3]
God's Very Good... AIH Fine Tip Dr... Magnetic Buildin.,. $94°
4.8 d# ki (1.6K) et (1.4K) 4.7 dedeod i (108)
$947 i s1692 99 Lis: price 44208 $1 399 1pical price
You Earn: 10 pts. 37/count] 44559 ($0.05/count]
[

|First Magic Painting

jTr‘ucks and

Book Haspital (O...

5222

0 of 1 Purchased

Wooden Jumbo...
45wk (297)

$1899

0 of 1 Purchased

Wooden Magneti...
AdFdkdkd (422]

52489

0 of 1 Purchased

Rainbows Magic...
48 gk x 1675)
5749 L agzo

You Earn: & pts

0 of 1 Purchased
1000PCS Scratch...

4.3 dededrdesy (47)

5999 ($0.01 fcount)

0 of 1 Purchased
0 of 1 Purchased

IRIS USA Storage...

Our Class is a...
4.Bdkhdk [155K)

0 of 1 Purchased
First Magic Painti...

0 of 1 Purchased

Pencil Hospital: A...
4.8 #ededededs (287)

0 of 1 Purchased
There Was an Ol...

4.8 sede demewr (1.8K)

4.6 dr s drdedr (1.3K)
52999 (%5 00feount)

4.7 dededede vz (GO)
$799 List: $9.99

You Farn® & nts

51499

You Earn: 15 pts

$1291

of 1 Purchased

0 of 1 Purchased

lagnetic Color a...
£ dededededr (268)

1322 Typical: $=-85
5 on 3 select

Q of 1 Purchased

0 of 1 Purchased

1000 PCS Jesus Love Y.
A7 ety (43)

$999

What Are Eyes Fo...

4.9 4 & ik (255)

5699 st 51380
You Eam: 7 pts

The Berenstain...
4.8 ddededed (1K)

$558

You Earn: € pts

You Earn: 13 pts

$558 |t 500
You Earmn: B pts

5'of 4 Purchased 0 of 1 Purchased

Flybar Hopper Ba... Mini Magnetic...
4.5 Fede el (3K) 4.7 dededededr (259)

$13%9 Lo grase $15929 it price 2408

($0.44/count]
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“I Will Confess”

“I said, ‘I will confess my transgressions to the Lord.’
And you forgave the guilt of my sin.”
Psalm 32:5b

1) God’s law is a MIRROR.

7“Son of man, I have made you a watchman for the people of Israel; so hear the word I speak and give them
warning from me. 8 When I say to the wicked, ‘You wicked person, you will surely die,” and you do not speak out
to dissuade them from their ways, that wicked person will die for their sin, and I will hold you accountable for their
blood. ? But if you do warn the wicked person to turn from their ways and they do not do so, they will die for their
sin, though you yourself will be saved. Ezekiel 33:7-9

2) God'’s law is a CURB.

Let everyone be subject to the governing authorities, for there is no authority except that which God has
established. The authorities that exist have been established by God. 2 Consequently, whoever rebels against the
authority is rebelling against what God has instituted, and those who do so will bring judgment on themselves. 3 For
rulers hold no terror for those who do right, but for those who do wrong. Do you want to be free from fear of the
one in authority? Then do what is right and you will be commended. 4 For the one in authority is God’s servant for
your good. But if you do wrong, be afraid, for rulers do not bear the sword for no reason. They are God’s servants,
agents of wrath to bring punishment on the wrongdoer. 3 Therefore, it is necessary to submit to the authorities, not
only because of possible punishment but also as a matter of conscience. ® This is also why you pay taxes, for the
authorities are God’s servants, who give their full time to governing. ? Give to everyone what you owe them: If you
owe taxes, pay taxes; if revenue, then revenue; if respect, then respect; if honor, then honor. ® Let no debt remain
outstanding, except the continuing debt to love one another, for whoever loves others has fulfilled the law. ° The
commandments, “You shall not commit adultery,” “You shall not murder,” “You shall not steal,” “You shall not
covet,” and whatever other command there may be, are summed up in this one command: “Love your neighbor as
yourself.” 1 Love does no harm to a neighbor. Therefore love is the fulfillment of the law. Romans 13:1-10

3) God'’s law is a GUIDE.

At that time the disciples came to Jesus and asked, “Who, then, is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven?” 2 He
called a little child to him, and placed the child among them. 3 And he said: “Truly I tell you, unless you change and
become like little children, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven. 4 Therefore, whoever takes the lowly
position of this child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven. > And whoever welcomes one such child in my name
welcomes me. ¢ “If anyone causes one of these little ones—those who believe in me—to stumble, it would be better
for them to have a large millstone hung around their neck and to be drowned in the depths of the sea. 7 Woe to the
world because of the things that cause people to stumble! Such things must come, but woe to the person through
whom they come! # If your hand or your foot causes you to stumble, cut it off and throw it away. It is better for you
to enter life maimed or crippled than to have two hands or two feet and be thrown into eternal fire. * And if your eye
causes you to stumble, gouge it out and throw it away. It is better for you to enter life with one eye than to have two
eyes and be thrown into the fire of hell. 1’ “See that you do not despise one of these little ones. For I tell you that
their angels in heaven always see the face of my Father in heaven. ' For the Son of Man came to seek and to save
the lost.” 12 “What do you think? If a man owns a hundred sheep, and one of them wanders away, will he not leave
the ninety-nine on the hills and go to look for the one that wandered off? 13 And if he finds it, truly I tell you, he is
happier about that one sheep than about the ninety-nine that did not wander off. 4 In the same way your Father in
heaven is not willing that any of these little ones should perish. 3 “If your brother or sister sins, go and point out
their fault, just between the two of you. If they listen to you, you have won them over. 16 But if they will not listen,
take one or two others along, so that ‘every matter may be established by the testimony of two or three
witnesses.” 17 If they still refuse to listen, tell it to the church; and if they refuse to listen even to the church, treat
them as you would a pagan or a tax collector. ¥ “Truly I tell you, whatever you bind on earth will be bound in
heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven. '° “Again, truly I tell you that if two of you on
earth agree about anything they ask for, it will be done for them by my Father in heaven. 2 For where two or three
gather in my name, there am I with them.” Matthew 18:1-20




